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CASSE-LL’S 

Picturesque Australasia. 


EXPLORLRS BY SEA 

* n 

Early Haps — ^The Dutch Explorers — ^Tasman — ^William Dumpier — Captain Cook — First Voyage — ^ew Zealand— 
Ihe Maoris — Quoen Charlottes Sound — ^Botany Bay — The Endeavour River — ^The Second Voyage — 
A Maori Attack — ^The Third and Last Voyage — Settlement of Convicts at Sydney — French and 
English Matthew Flinders and George Boss— The low Ihnmh — South\vard Ho — The Iniigttgafoi — 
Monotonous Voyages — The Inland Sea — Grant — ^The Gulf of Carpentaria — Inustigatot Tree — ^Wrecked 
and Abandoned — Captain King — The Ihaqle — Charles Darwin 



GREAT addition was mado m 1885 to oiir knowledge of the 
ideas of tiio early inhabitants of Australasia with respect to the 
part of the world m which they lived In that year there 
were published at the expense of the Public Libraries of Adelaide^ 
Melbourne, and S^ydney reproductions of four jncient* maps in 
the British Museum The earliest of these s4ems to hafe 
been made in the time of Francis I of France for tjid use of 
hi^ son, 'the Dauphin, afterwards Hen?y II its probable dilto 
being between 1539 and 153G The names *aro all in French, 
^ough thpre are traces of translation from the Portuguese At She south of Java, 
and separated from it only iy a^very narrow channel, more like a’ nvei than a strait, is"* 
an enormous island, too big to be wholly mcluded in the map, called Jave la Grande. 
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CASSELL’S PICTURESQUE AUSTRALASIA. [Bxflobxm 

It nas Deen remarked by a French geographer of ^repute that on the Eastern coast th^ 
name C6te des Herbages occurs, a name which ‘suggests the much later Botany Bay., 
lit need hardly be said that the exact position d6es not correspond. The inte^or^o^ 
«»the island continent is filled up with fancy *|>ictures which" suggest a •rather advanced 
stage of civilisation for the inhabitants. An inspection .of all the four maps makes' iTt 
very clear that earfy map-makers drew largely on their imaginations.** *tn the second map, 
which was draVn by a Frenchman in 1550, the name Australia .appears for the first 
time; but La^Tcrre ^ustralle, the Southern Land, is made* to stretch rights along rtho 
bottom of the map below Africa and also below South America, frofti which it is separated 
by the very narrow Straits of Magellan. This land is provided Vith rivers flowii^ north- 
ward at convenient distances, and on the east includes the Great Java o£ the carTi#r map. 

Numerous are the claims laid to the first discovery of Australia.* The Spaniards, 
the Fortiiguose, and the Dutch, the three great seafaring nations of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries, have all maintained that the honour is theirs. But it is now 
generally believed, though it msiy^not admit of absolute proof that the discovery was 
made by the Portuguese prior to the year 1540, but all record of the circumstance has 
been lost The Spaniards, too, had been on the coast as early as the beginning of 
the seventeenth century, and Torres Strait, so called after a Spanish admiral, is now a 
namo well known all over the world. ® ^ 

, . « r 

At a very early period the Dutch, sailing across the Indian ©({pan to their posses- 
sions in the East Indies, had come upon the nOrth-western coast, and have left tracjos 
of thoir presence in the Dutch names so common there; but the dtuid' is barren, 
desolate, and uninhabited even now, so it is little wonder they found no inducepaeiit 
to settle there. Sometimes, too, the Dutch discovered Australia in dismal fashion by 
finding her shores beneath their keel. The Icing and sorrowful record of wrecks on 
the cruel Australian coast was ^ begun in 1629, when a great Dutch East Indiaman, 
named the Batavia, was cast away on some islands oft’ the coast of Western Australia. 
Some, of the survivors reached Batavia, but their sufferings were terrible; and the 
Dutch, contrary to their usual custom, allowed the narrative of thy^ disastrous 
voyage to bo published, thinking, doubtless, that a land so desolate and barren could 
bo of little use to any nation. Long before the wreck of the Batavia^ many Dutch 
ships had been on the coast of Australia, both in the north and in the west, but the 
greatest of Dutch explorers, and the one of whom we k^ow most, was Abel Jansen Tasman, 
who in 1642 sot out from Batavia to circumnavigate New Holland, as Australia was once 
called. This he did* although he kept so far out to sea that he saw no portion of Australia 
itself. He touched tlfe island now called after him, but which he named, after the 
Gk»vemor-General of Batavia, Von Diemen's Land. Tasman landed at a place he called 
Fj^edlick Hendrik's Bay, and though he met no inhabitants, he found i$2ich traces of them 
as^decided the timid an(? cautious Dutchmen to keep ojit of their wegr. • They saw steps, 
he says, cut in the trees at a distance of five feet from one another, and so concluded 
the people must. be of prodigious size. They saw, too, the marks of a wild beast's feet- 
^in the sand, resembling those of a tiger. The fertility ^ of tl^d^nd, and the teight and 
size of the gum-trees, excited their admiration. They decided, however, not to provoke the 
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^giwts to wratti, but to sail away irom their country and seek the Solomon Islands, 
in search of these islands, Tasman came upon a high and mountainous land 
south-east, wlych ho called Staaten Land, the present New ZgalandT He 
both saw and held comiQunication witlT the natives,* whom ho accurately descHbes, 
Jbut ho never attempted to land, having found in the Maori, what he feared in t!^S 
Tasmanian, a fierce tmd warlike savage. He sailed up the*western coast of the Nortliery 
Islan^, and then away north, without attempting to ascertain whetBer this land ho had 
discovered was an iidand or a continent. The cape at the extreiRe noith-wcst ho called 
Maria Van Diemen, *after the daughter of the Governor-General for ^whose* glory 1^ 
seems always mcffo cafefuLthan for his own. • | ^ ^ 

The Dutch appear to have been pl(?asod with their explorer, and truly it was little 
wonder, for* he Iliad sailed over thoiuiands of miles of dreary ocean, where a sail had 
never been seen before ; and if ho had found no opening for that fresh trade which 
the mercantile soul of the Dutchman ardently desired, ho had at least circumnavigated 
and given some dim notions ofr the outline of tlH^tr Great South Lund which had 
boon for so many^ years a subject of wonder and speculation. Dut the veil of mystery 
wa^ not destined to bo lifted for many, many years. Tasman himself made another 
voyage of discovery along the north-west coast of Australia, and after him came other 
expforefs ; but the Dutch at that time were so fearful lest another nation should^step^ 
in and profit by their discoveries that littip beyond the bare names of the ships was 
recorded, and no* account whatever of their voyages has been found. Tasman’s chart 
was publij!hed,«and his track was shown on the floor of the Town Hall, Amsterdam. 
Th^ coast of Western Australia remained a terror to the Dutch navigators sailing, from 
the Cape^to the East Indies, and we have accounts — meagre, it is true — ^not only of 
many wrecks, but of several expeditions that >vere sent out in search of survivors. 
Probably wo owe even this scant information to the Jjact that further exploration only 
confirmed the first opinion, that the coast was baiTen and miserable, and quite unfitted 
for colonisation. 

It was about the end of the seventeenth century, in 1696 or 1697, that Willem 
VlamingR, while seeking the crow of some wrecked vessel, discovered the Swan River, and 
also what seems to have been considered far more important, that rara muH, as the 
ancients called it, the black swan, from which the river received its name. He also found 
on the coast a plate and inscriptipn, which had been placed there by the earlier Dutch 
discoverer, Dirk Hartog — whose real name was Theodoric, generally shortened into Dirk — 
as early as 1616. Vlamingh followed his example, and left a tin plate of his own. .Both 
the plates were seen by the captain of the French ship, Natwralwte, in 1801, ^noro than 
a century after. When, however, the coast was again revisited in 1838, both hod disap- 
peared. WhaJJ would our museums give for those plates now! 

Only ope Englishman is known to have visited these shores before Captain Cefok, 
namely, the buccaneer, William Dampier,^who, accompanied by a firew of pirates and 
cutthroats, fell in with the north-ivest coast al>out Cape L6v^ue, ^and ran down the 
coast of the part that, is now, known by his name. This was*in 1688, and he onl/ 
stayed twelve days; bht, though his stay was so short, his descriptions are peculiarly 
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graphic and interesting, ^ and the country at the present day is as barreh and desolate^, 
the aborigines as savage and brutal, as Dampiei* found them 200 years ago. ** Tiie 
inhabitants,” he says, " are the most miserable wifetches in thp imiverse, ^having. ^ ^ 
c>ho(u^s, no garments save a piecfe of the baifk of a tree tied like a girdle round the 
Svaist; no sheep, poultry, or fmit, but feed upon a few fish, cockles, c mussels, or peri-? ^ 
winkles. They are without religion or government, . . . and, setting aside their human 
shape, they differ btit little from brutes. They are tall^ straight-bodied, and thin^ with 
small, long limbs. . . The colour of their skin, both of^ their faces and the rest of 
^eir bodies, is ^oal-black, like that of the negroes of Guinea. They live in companies, 
twenty ot thirty men, women, apd children together.” He ,goes on jto say that this 
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wretched people caught fish by making stone weirs across small coves or branches of 
the sea, and he is of opinion that this must have been their only means of sustenance ; 
for, says he, “ they must attend the weirs, or they must fast, for the earth affords them 
no food at all. There is neither herb, root, pulse, nor any sort of grain that we saw, 
nor any bird or beast that they could catch, havings no instruments for it.” Perhaps 
the blackfellow is hardly as helpless as Dampier thought him, but, on the whole, these , 
descriptions are vciy accurate, and might .have been written by an explorer at the 
present day. He made another voyage to Australia in 1699, this time sent out by 
the English Government, and came upon the coast about Shark Bay. It was the spring 
of^th 9 year, cyid the multitude of bright plumaged birds, the beauty of tjie numberless 
flowers, and the peculia" aromatic fragrance of the Australian busji, astonished and 
delighted the voyagers; but the aborigines were no improvement on their brethren five 
hundi'ed miles further north. The coast was barren, and the land poor and sandy, and 
dlampier remarks that,*^ except for the pleasure of discovering thp barrenest spot on the 
face of the globe, this coast of New Holland would not have charmed him much. 
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£%hty yeftrs now elapso beforo Australia is beard of again. This, its real dis- 

(iavery, seems to tahe place almost by accident. In 1769 a transit of Venus was to occur, 
coulA only be observed from one of the islands in the South Seas ; and, in> order 
that this might.be done. Captain James Cook was sent*out in the ship SndHavour^vrith^ 
^orders diat, aftey the ‘primary object of tho voyage had been accomplished, he was**p 
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make more extensive research among the islands of the South Seas, and, if possible, to 
follow up Tasman’s discoveries and ascertain something more of • the little known 
Australian continent 

Captain Cook sailed from, England in August, 1768, anc^ reached CJtahoite ^n^\he 
April of the following ybar. The transit of Venus having been sjicccssfully observed, 
he sailed down south into unknown scafi, and, after a six weeks^ voyage, fell in with 
land which at first het took for tho Terra Australis Incognita, but which was ip 
teality the North Island of New Zealand, just about tho part now known as •Poverty Bay. * 
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The first appearance of the country was very striking. As they sailed into the bay, the 
voyagers saw range after range of pine-clad hills rising one above the other, and 
behind all a chain of mountains, which appeared to rise to an enormous height. As ^ 
they ^ came fjloser in shore, they, saw among the densely-woodeld hilli^ many signs of 
hplnan habitation, and soon houses, small but neat, were seen peeping^ out from among^ 
the foliage, and the top of one of the high cliffs which bounded the •bay was crowned 
with a Maori “ pah,” or fortification, which was the subject of mujh discussion among 
the strangers. That the land was thickly populated was "evident, for the nativeil cro\^ded 
down tor-the beach to db^ain a closer view of the strange ship that had come to their 
shores, "fhey vfere reckless and daring to a surpassing degree, for, on Ihe English- 
men attempting to land, those natives, *who seeiped to know lio fe*ar, vigorously Opposed 
them, and boldly^ faced the well-armed strangers, although they had ohly ^eir battle- 
axes and *'merais.” It was impossible to come?* to an amicable understanding, and 
before the retreat to the ship could bo effected, one of these courageous natives had 
to be shot Next day Cook disewerod that a South Sea Islander he had with him 
could make himself understood, amd accordingly he explained through him that their 
errand was one of peace, c- Little wjis gained by this, however, for, though the natives 
approached and chatted in friendly fashion, they, like true savages, stole ^v^atever 
they could lay their hands upon, showing themselves as thievish as they were* bi^vc. 

Finqjly,” says the chronicler, “ they were driven away by a discharge of small shot.” 

Failing to establish friendly relations in "Poverty Bay, Cook sailed «outh alan^ the 
coast, naming the various bays and headlands as ho passed. Ever and ary^n the natives 
came out in their canoes and boldly defied the strangers, scarcely heeding, if indeed they 
undert?tood, the South Sea Islander’s declarations that the white men had weapons like 
thunder and lightning, and could tear their canoes to atoms. On one occasidh a four- 
pounder loaded with grape-shot was fired, and for k moment the roar and flash , com- 
pletely overa^ved the natives, wh6 then consented to come alon^ide and trade; but 
it was discovered that they entertained very one-sided notions as to a bargain, for 
though they received gladly the white men’s gifts, it was as gifts, and they absolutely 
refused cto make any return. ‘ 

After sailing south till ho reached a high headland, which is still known by his 
name of Cape Tumagain, Cook veered round, and sailed up the coast once more. 
On his return voyage ho found the natives much more inclined to be friendly, coming 
off of their own accord in their canoes, and not only trading, but even staying all 
night on board the^ Endeavemr, while at Tolega Bay the Englishmen actually ven- 
tured ashore, and even .entered the huts of the New Zealanders, and observed them 
at their meals. Tfhese huts. Cook says, were of slight construction, but clean and neat; 
and the meals 'of the inhabitants, as a rule, consisted of fish and the fibrous roots of 
the*' fefn, VhicH were bruised and roasted. There was no wild animal in* the co'untiy 
larger than a rat, they were told, and though they saw some dogs, these were kept as 
domestic animals, and used for food. There seems great probability that the now 
^tinct “moa” was then in existence, for some of the '“pa^us” — a kind erf battle- 
* axe, or, more correctly speaking, war-club — presented *to'Cook bj the chiefs, and now^ 
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in the British Museum, were adorned with tufts of the feathers of this bird, ^ showing 
fiov recent must ha\e been its extinction. 

% These Maoris were far removed from the savages whom the voyagers afterwards met 
in^Aii^tralia and ^ Van Diemen’s Land, for Cook mentions that they liad larg» enclosures 
neatly fenced with reeds, ^and planted with yams, sweet potatoes, and other edible planIKy 
^hile, if the deej^y ^tattooed faces of the waniors astonished and slightly horrified Jbfie* 
explorers, their graceful canoes and handsome “ whares*^’ excited^ their wonder anch 
admircftioiL The New Zealander was^ and is a true artist In those days *his only 
tool was a sharp stone, and yet every implement, canoe, ^weapon, or hpyse was* 
cleverly omarAcnted with .intricate patterns and grotesque faces; and so <artislic was thiar 
carving that the Uiscof erei?i doubted, what has sihee tfcen proved, that the Maoris had 
no olSier tools St their command but what were shown to them. As there were no 
animals on the islands, their dress, a hort of petticoat of native cloth, was made from 
the New Zealand flax, while a coarser kind of cloth served them for cloaks. Occasionally 
some great chief had his cloak bordered with strips A)f dog or rat skin, but this latter 
animal was very rare. 

Thus Cook sailed up the coast, sometimes fighting, sometin^s trading peaceably with 
the^natw'es — everywhere were villages, and everywhere the land appeared populous, 
rich,* ai\d fertile ; but not until he reached the very northernmost point, Tasman’s 
Cape Maria Van .Diemen, does it seem to have stmek him that this beautiful land* was, 
not the^Tenu A^istralis he was in search ^f, but the Staaten Laud of the old Dutch 
voyager. A^or rounding the Cape, ho sailed down the north-west coast of the Northern 
Island, and at last, without discovering the straits between them, came to anchor in 
Qudfen Charlotte’s Sound, to the north of the South Island. Hero he hoisted the Vnion 
Jack, and •took formal possession of this new land in the name of King George III. 
Here, too, for the first time the Englishmen saw, to their horror, undoubted evidences 
of cannibalism. The Maoris did not attempt to conceal the fact, but declared that they 
only ate their enemies. Mighty battles must then have taken place, and these cannibal 
feasts were evidently of not infrequent occurrence, for even to this day great heaps 
of charred human bones are to be found, ghastly relics of bygone orgies. 

Cook found the scrub about Queen Charlotte’s Sound so dense and thick that it 
ws well-nigh impenetrable, and it was only with great difficulty that he managed to 
ascend a high hill, which gave him some out-look over the sea. From this hill ho saw 
enough to convince him they w^e on the shores of a strait separating the Northern 
from the Southern, or, as many call it, the Middle Island- of New Zealand. His com- 
panions, however, were not so certain ; therefore, to decide tho^ matter, he sailed out 
of the harbour through the straits which bear his name, and along Jihe coast of the 
Northern Island, till he reached Cape Tumagain, when the doubters w6re more than 
satisfied. Thbnce he turned south, and explored the coast of the Southern* Islaitd, 
sailing right rouild Stewart Island, and up the western corfbt till he reached C&pe 
FareweD, so named because there, on the. 31st of March, 1770, he* left Now Zealand, 
and turned west, in search of the unknown Now Holland. 

. Nineteen days’ sa^*g broifjght them to the coast of Gippslond, at a place seldom* 
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now laid^down on any map, but which Cook called Point Hicks, in honour of his senior 
lieutenant, who first sighted land. This, his first* view of Australia, appears to have 
delighted Captain Cook greatly. “ It had,” he says, a very pleasing appearance. It igp 
of moderate height, diversified by hills and valleys, ridges and plains, interspersed* with 
' a *few lawns of no great extent, but in general covered with wood. The ascent of the 
mll|i and ridges is gentle, and the summits are not high.” Very diQerent that from th^ 
descriptions of the earlier mariners ; and, as they sailed on northwards, his hopes grew 
higher sfill. The mountains became higher and^ steeper, and the dryness of ^the'ofcmo- 
«sphoro gfve them that ^ deep blue tint 'which makes Australian t mountains like nolle 
others in, the world, and which gives to Australian scenery a subtle 'charm of its 



own. The forest stretched out before them dense and close, one rolling sea of dark, 
almost black, foliage, while at the water’s edge the steep, stem cliffs, against which the 
surf beat continually, barred their entrance to this land of promise. 

The first place at which Cook was able to effect a landing was Botany Bay, so called 
from the numberless new plants found there by the botanists of the expedition. It was 
a new land, and everything was different from the far-off English home, from the 
stars overhead to the grass underfoot Numerous inhabitants were seen, but at 
first, with the' apathy of the tmo Australian blackfellow, the savages went on with 
their ordinaiyc occupations, and took no notice of the strange ship that had sailed into 
the« bay. When the whitfe men attempted to land, howdver, matters assumed* a different 
aspect, and they were valiantly opposed by Xwo stark-naked warriors, ghastly in their 
war-paint of white *pipeclay, which was smeared over them in such fashion that they 
looked remarkably like' skeletons. They were armed only with' shears, woomeras,” and 
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what Cook* calls scimitars, but which are evidently boomerangs. Bravely they stood 
tfabir ground, flinging spears where the Englishmen stood thickest A musket fired 
ih^w^en thclhi daunted them for a moment, but they rallied, until a charge of jsmall 
shot fired into the legs of one of them put them to flight 

^ Nothing woujd afte];wards prevail on any of the blackfcllows to come and tra^, 
with the invaders.* Xhey fled at the first approach, and the presents which the white 

men left fObout their deserted 
"mia-mias” were never even 
touched*. 

The rest <tf Cool^|s famous 
voyage, though important on 
account of tlio fresh discoveries 
made daily, is monotonous 
to the reader from Ihe 
^ sameness of these dis- 
coveries He sailed nn the 
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coast, naming the 
various bays and 
headlands as ho 
passed Occasionally 
ho east anchor, and 
the vo3iagors went 
ashore and made acquain 
tance with things Australian. 

For the first time they saw 

, 1 n DUSKY SOUND. 

the dingo and the kangaroo, * 

and myriads of birds — black swans, black and white cockatoos, sable crows, and parrots 
of every size and hue ; snakes of every description ; scorpions, £yid the countless insect 
life of Australia. On one occasion the old Emleavour bumped heavily on a* reef, and 
was only saved from instant destruction by the fact that a piece of roSk had broken 
off and stuck*fast in the hole it had made. Cook was obliged to beach the vessel and 
take out h^r storts, in older to repair her. These repairs of course took 'some tiftie, 
and the crew amused their leisure by endeavouring to enter into friendly relations 
with the* blockfellows. who were pretty numerous on that paft of the coast. 
At first they were stfj^,* but Vhbn once that feehng was OTcrcomo they became* 
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exceedingly troublesome, stealing whatever they could lay their handS on, and 
finally, the white men having offended them •in some way, tliey gave them their 
first ^experience of a bush-fire, setting fire to the dry grass and burning thev^ 
^ camp and •many of their stones. Luckily, however, the ship was , just ready fov 

and the gunpowder and other necessaries had been ^put on board the da^ 
befere, so that all was not ^lost, aiad several vollej's of small ajiet fired into the 
legs of the blackfellows, who could be seen on a neighbouring cliff jumping, 
yelling, dancing with delight at the damage tficy hlid done, served to sjjow* these 
* Indians, «• fis Cook callS l-hein, that the ‘white man could not bo injured with im- 
punity. .This dccuiTed at the mouth of the Endeavour river, and Cook built a 
cairn there to commemorate hisUanding. Only a short tim*e siAce tfiis cairn ^vas dis- 
covered on the top of a hill 1,000 foot above the sea-level,^ almost? hid^len the 
long, coarse grass. Apparently, no man’s hand had touched it since it had been 
built by those sailors long since dead and gone, and all but forgotten; but in the 
hundred years ^ that have elapse^ since last it was visited, a tall tree had grown 
out of the side and scattered s6me of the stones, otherwise it was just as it had* 
been left by the groat captain and his crew in 1770. 

Cook did not pui*sue his discoveries much further; ho sailed north, rounded (Jape 
York^-and here, on a little island about four miles from the Cape, he landed ^ith 
•some, of his crew, and, hoisting the Union Jack, took formal possession of the whole 
of the eastern coast of the great Soutih Land in the king’s name,* and gav^j it the 
somewhat cumbersome title of Now South Wales ; thence ho sailed for home, satisfied, 
as well he might be, that he had thoroughly performed the tiisk assigped him. 

The great explorer’s next voyage to southern seas was begun in 1772, when* he 
was sent out in the Resolution, accompanied by (^aptain Fimieaiix in the Adventure, 
to seek for the continent which was popularly supposed to lie in the extreme south. 
In the thick fogs within the Antarctic circle the two ships lost each other, and 
accordingly made for their appointed rendezvous. Dusky Soiuid, Now Zealand, which 
was reached by Cook in March, 1773. As this voyage added nothing to what was 
alreadj^ known, we need touch on it only to mention that it is here we ^are first 
ttold of Cook’s practice of putting animals ashore, in the hope that they might 
breed and multiply. That they have done so the wild pigs of Now Zealand amply 
testify, though the fowls, geese, and goats doubtless fell victims to the hunger of 
the Maoris. The only notable fact about this voyage* is Fumeaux’s visit to Tasmania, 
the first time it hod been seen by white men since Tasman’s visit over 130 years 
before. Fumeaux was « not cut out for a great explorer ; he was all anxiety to re- 
join his chief, and had evidently no desire to explore these silent seas on his own 
account. He sailed into a’ bay on the east coast, which he called Adventure Bay, 
affer liis ship, and there stayed five days. No inhabitants were seen, "but they saw 
plenty of smoke f^nd many fires, while they found some deserted* huts-^r, rather, 
wigwams — of the most ^vretched description being merely boughs with the thick 
^nds stuck in tlie grpund in a circular form, the tops being bound together with 
grass, while the outside was covered with bark or iFem. Ii^ the centre was the 
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fireplace, surrouAded with heaps of shells, showing of what the chief fo}>d con- 
sisted, while the oniy furniture — if furniture it could bo called — was a basket or 

e-pd sorhe nets of grass, together with a few spears, which were mere pojp.ted 
sticks hardened in the lire. On the whole. Captain .Furneaux formed but a jjoor 
opinion of this npw ejrtinct race, and concludes truly that they weie "an ignorant^ 
wretched set of ifiostals, though natives of a countrj' capable of producing ev^rv 
necessaiy of life, in a. climate the finest in the 
world.*** 

These observationsr future generations found 
true enough ; *but he made this further dis- 
covery, A^ich was not "very valuable, naoncly, 

" that ftiero are no straits. between New Holland 
and Van Diemen’s Land, but a very deep bay;” 
after which, having touched at the islands 
which bear his name, he sailed ^ away, and^ 
rejoined his consort in New Zealand. While 
there a terrible tragedy took place. Having 
once moifo separate<l from Cook, Captain Fur- 
neaiiif was obliged to lie up in Queen C3iar- 
lotte’s Sound, in order to repair his ship, and 
the Mapiis, as was now usual, came flocking 
down to the ^shorc, and entered into friendly 
relations with the explorers. Unluckily, the 
English managed to oflbnd tho Maoris in some 
way, and on tlie very last day of tho ship’s 
stay they set on and slew the cutter’s crew, 
which consisted of eight men and two officers, 
who had been sent ashore to gather wild 
celery for the ship's use. The natives gathered 
from all \he district round, and a great feast was held, to the horror and disgust 
of the white men, the greater part of the bodies being devoured before the- crow 
of tho launch, firing on the cannibals, dispersed them, and buried the I’emains of 
their companions with funeral honours. 

Tho third and last' voyage of Captain Cook was undertaken to discover that 
fatal will-o’-the-wisp, the North-West Passage. He, however, was jaot to attempt it 
from Baffin’s Bay, but from tho other side of tho continent — ^namely, through Behring 
Straits — and, as he made a rather roundabout voyage of it (sailing round the Cape, 
and touching both at Van Diemen’s Land and New Zealand), it so happens that his 
voyage is just worth mentioning jp, this place. Ho stayed but four days at Van Dietheifs 
Land> sighting it in January, 1777, but nothing new was discovered,, while he did not 
eveh find out Fumeaux’s mistake in describing the country as a pcjiinsula and not an 
island. In New Zealand .ho came^ to anchor in his favourite report, ^uccn Charlotte’s ^ 
iSoimd, and succeeded ^n establishing friendly relations with tho very tribe wl^ch had 
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murder^ the boat’s crew of the Adventure ; but, though he took no vengeance, he w^ 
careful that every man should go armed, and* clearly showed the natives that, after 
thei^ treachery, he trusted them no longer. His care seems to have }9een n^t 
nec,ossary,*for, from the account of Mr. Anderson, the surgeon of the expedition, 
, jbhc Maoris appear to have been bloodthirsty in the extreme^ ^and their wars betwe^ 
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themselves wore ajmost incessant. Cook’s stay in New Zealand was brief, for at the 
end of February he left it to proceed on that voyage which terminated in his death at 
Hawaii a few^ weeks later. The great mariner, though he was not what he is often 
called, {ho discoverer of Australia, was undoubtedly the first to discover that the great 
^outfi Continent was not a desolate and barren lan^, fit only for the rude, naked 
savages who inhabited it, but a land whose fertility and tibauty made it* worthy the 
notice of the great, colonising nation of the Vorld; and he is not likely to be forgotten, 
,in Australian history.. The native relics figured above were .found in the tiutumn of 
1887 iur pullinj? down a part of Sir Joseph Banks’s Museum sA the back of 22. Soho 




vV Sea.] , 3 


SETTLEMENT AT BOTANY BAY. 


13 


Square, London, ‘in a recess of which the doors had not been opened for aboui> half-a- 
century. They were* given ‘by the distinguished navigator to Sir Joseph Banks, who 

S()petim& his companion; and inscriptions discovered with them leave no doubt of 
their genuineness They were purchased by Sir Saul Samuel for the StHito Hquse 
ljuseum at Sydney. 

The discovery’ oame in the nick of time. England^ had just lost her colopies 
in America, and was casting about her for some place in which to dispose^ her’ 
overflowing^ criminal population.” Accordingly, in 1788, we see Captain Hunter, of'' 
H.M.S. Sirius, disembarking his little fleet on the shores Sj'^dney Cove, Port ^ 

Jackson, and laying, with poor material, indeed, 

the fourfdations ^of an iinglish nation, in the ^ j 

Southern Seas. It is curious fact that these - • I 

Englishmen, in that lonely land, ciif oil* as it 
seemed, from the rest of the world, were the men 
who sent the last tidings that ever /cached Eiyope ^ 
of the French expedition under La Perouse. • 

Just^as the British squadron was about to sail 
out of ftotany Bay, which had been found too 
sterilS for their purpose, the French fleet sailed 
in, Tlic rivals met on the friendliest terms, and 
La Pergi^so, in oi*o of his last despatches, speaks 
most warmly, af the kindness and courtesy of 
Captain Hunter. sLa Perouse merely touched on 
the eastern shores of Australia, so that his obser- 
vations are* of little or no value ; but some of the 
expeditions that were sent in search of him did 
far more, and are worth mentioning here, as 
showing wliat the French did towards opening 
up a coast which in the future was to bo nothing matthew flindeus. 

whatever *to them. • 



Three years were allowed to elapse after La Perouse’s d isapp earance before the 
French Government made any effort to clear up the mystcy^that shrouded his 
fate, but at last, in 1791, Rear-Admiral Bruni D’Entrecasteaux was sent out with 
two ships, La Becherche and L'Esperance, to seek for him. Though their intention 
was to visit the Admiralty Isles, they proceeded from the Capp straight to Van 
Diemen’s Land, and came to anchor in Storm Bay, whicli, owing to some^ error in 
their bearings, they took for the Adventure Bay of Fumeaux. The* magnificence of 
the harbour in which they found themselves astonished and delighted the Frencht^ 
^men, while the tall and stately, trees, the dark evergreen forests, the nigged ifioim- 
tains, and, above all, the ^solemn silence of this unknown southern, land,’ filled them 
•with the deepest awe. On this occasion 'their stay was brief, biitj, having continued 
tbeir -voyage as far as^ New Caledonia, and thence round the pntire continent, they , 
came to anchor in their old quarters in Storm Bay, where they spent month 
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cxploriitg the country and examining the coast.. The observations 6f the naturalist, 
M. Labilliarde, to whom we are indebted for* the whole* narratiive, are most catefiil 
and • exact, all that ho then noted having been subsequently ^ confirmed *by lat^r 
plofcrs. The aborigines (who* on their first visit, had been exceedingly shy), once 
^ey had overcome their fear of the white strangers, prdved very friendly aijyi 
trjt^'itablo, and were found io be a mild and peaceable people;* though exceedingly 
low down in thef scale of humanity; and yet these were the people whom the 
English colonists, a few years later, converted Binto such* deadly enemies that a wai 
which S^ll-nigh extermrnated them was found necessary. 

The/ French gave names to the^ places they visited and discovered in Tasmania, 
but few of thes6 have survived, the best known, perhaps, being the Huon river, on 
the banks of which grow the pine of the same name, now so mucti used in cabinet 
work. This river was named by the French h.dmii*al after Huon Kermadec, captain 
of the Efiperance; who afterwards died on the voyage. The French, too, discovered 
the Denvent, which they called <*the Iliyierc de I*sord, but it and other places were 
re-named in the following ycjir (1794) by Captain John Hayes, of the llombay Marine, 
w1k).sc visit afterwards led to the colonisation of the island. The names thus given have 
been pretty generally adhered to, whi(;h is a pity, as they are very prosaic, and by 
no , means euphonious. 

r Meanwhile, the little colony esta-blished at Port Jackson had been progressing 
slowly but surely, and now threatened almost to outgrow its bounds. * To the 
west, the Blue Mountains, unexplored — and, as was then thought, c ijnexplorable — 
offered an impassable barrier, and confined the colonists to the strip of land between 
them and the sea, so that all explorations must needs be carried on either to the 
north or to the south. And now, to meet this want, arose the first of * Australians 
great explorers, namely, Matthew Flinders and George Bass. All who had gone 
before had* been men socking an unknown land, marking down its principal features, 
and then sailing away without further thought of stay or colonisation. But these 
two went out avowedly to open up the colony, and to find fresh lands for the 
immediate use of the people already cramped for room. H.M.S. Reliance came to 
New South Wales in September, 1795, having on board as surgeon Mr. Bass, a 
doctor with a passion for the sea, and the young midshipman Flinders, whose taste 
for the sailor’s life had been roused by reading “Robinson Cnisoc.” These two, full 
of the enthusiasm of youth,, burned to lift the veil of obscurity which still hung 
over the coast. But the colonial government hardly saw things in the samo light. 
They wapted land, it ‘■was true, but there was little enough money in the colony — 
none whatever tjo spare for the equipping of exploring expeditions. Flinders and Bass 
had therefore to depend on their own resources ; but they determined to let no 
obstacles deter them. ^ They bought a boat, which, .from her small size (she was 
only eight feet long) they called the Tom Thumb, and, with one exceedingly small 
boy as crew, the first true Australian exploring expedition set out. Boldly the two 
adventurers, with thei? little companion, who filled the humble office of baler* ventured 
out intO| the ocean. Fortune smiled upon them. They sailed round Botany Bay 



BY SbA.1 


INDOMITABLE EXPLORERS. 




^d, ascending , the George River, which falls into it, explored it twenty miles beyond 
where the furthest survey party had ‘then been ; then they returned to Sydney well 
H^sd^d, and their unrewarded cxpeditioil bore immediate fruit in the sliapo of thq 
settlement on the. George now known as Bankstown. . * ^ . 

^ No further expedition was undertaken that year, for the Reliance was hguiM 
to Norfolk Island,* and her surgeon and midshipman were wanted on the voyage;' but 
on her return the Thumb was again launched, atid with the same slendei’ 

equipments set out for the purpose of ♦exploring a laige river, n^hich rumour declared 
fell into the sea sonto miles south of Botany Bay. Tliis expedition was hardly so ’ 
successful as * the former one. The weather was cojid and stormy,* and a current’ 
setting g«ftrongly to the south carried thorn further down the coast •than they had 
intended, to, a snoro whpre it was impossible to land. They needed water, however, 
so Bass swam ashore with the cask aifd filled it; but before he could get it on board 
a tremendous surf arose, which carried the boat before it and left it high on the 
beach, thoroughly drenching arms^ ammunition, and^ clothes. The blaqks about there 
had the reputation of being cruel and treacherous in ‘the extreme, so that they damd 
neither light a fire nor stay where they were in their then defenceless condition. 
Launchiflg again, they made for some small islands o})posito, but these proved 
ihacdbssU^lo, and evening coming on, the Tom Thumb's little crew were compclI(jjl to 
spend the night, wet, hungry, and miserable, •in •the boat. 

ThoB«ext day they would have gladly returned to Sydney, but the breeze was 
too strongs last they espied two blackfelloAvs on shore. These, on being hailed, 

answered in English, and explained that they wore from Botany Bay; and the ex- 
plorers felt that, having hcon long in contiict with the Avhite men, they migBt be 
trusted. They invited them to land, telling them that further down the coast was 
a large river, where plenty of ducks and fish might be had. The river turned out 
a miserable little creek, so nan’ow and winding that even the Ihm lltumi had groat 
■'difficulty in ascending it ; and worse still, their guides "were joined by ten or twelve 
strangera, whose looks were by no means reassuring. However, in spite of the bad 
reputation of the blacks, thp explorers felt the absolute necessity of landing, and 
drying, if not their clothes, at least their powder. They spread the powder out on 
the rocks in the sun, but it took some time to dry, and it taxed all their ingenuity 
to keep the savages amused and interested, Bass employing some to mend a broken 
.oar, while Flinders, with a huge pair of scissors, cropped the hair and beards of all 
who felt inclined to submit themselves to this amateur barber. AVet powder takes 
some time to dry, even under the hot Australian sun, and the minutes must have 
dragged on wearily enough for the two explorers; but their tactics succeeded admirably, all 
went well, and th^ got the Tom Thumb to sea again without any opposition,^ and by 
dint of hard rqwing were a gojod many miles nearer homo ^before nig6t' fell. That 
night was not to\>e one hf rest to the wcar}% worn-out men, for %bout ten o’clock: a 
terrific storm burst on them from the #outh, and they were objiged to run before 
it. The terrible surf-beaten clifts showed them plainly what Ijjicir *fate would be if ^ 
they attempted to seek ^fugo on shore, while the raging seas threateneri every 
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moment' to capsize them. Flinders steered with an oar, whil^ Bai^ manage^ 
the sail, and the small crew for once found his •office of baling ne sinecure. However, 
at,l%st all their difficulties wore surmounted, and after an absence of eig|ht da^^. tl;^ 
jrcached Sydney in safety. 

^ Flinders and Bass now separated for a season, and though they both continu^ 
then exploration^ it was not together. Bass’s two voyages in the* Tom Thiinib, and 
lan attempt he had made to cross the Blue Mountains^ brought him as an explorer 
so prominently bofor<j the Sydney Government thaf he was now with some * little 
hope o^esuccoss enabfed to ask them for assistance in carrying out his enterprises, the 
more so since he had shown how very little he required. Accerdingly, ho Vas granted a 
whale-boat, eight men for a crew, and provisiopp for six weeks, anH on the 3rd Bgcember, 
1797, lie started on another perilous voyage, dpwn the treacherous ana dangerous coast 
of Now South Wales. Bv*^ dint of great care, aitS. the aid of occasional windfalls in the 
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shape of petrels, black swans, fish, and seals, he managed to eke gput his provisions 
fdr eleven weeks, and during this time ran along 600 miles of coast, 300 of which 
had never before ^been' visited. He discovered Wilson’s Promontoiy, which he called 
Fumcaux Land, tl^inking it the land seen by that navigator, but afterwards, on more 
^ closely observing* the ^appeoraneg of the storm-tossed coast, he became convUnced that 
that lan^ was some distance further south, and that there Vas a wide strait between 
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Von Diemen’s •Land and ' _ 

tli 6 •continent. On amisland ^ 

H^r ^the proftiontory, to the X N. .4 • • # 

astonishment of the whale- / * y Jt" \ •\ 

bj)at’s crew, they came upc!h / ^ 

seven convicts, sdlnp of a / ^ 

number who had mad^ their I / 

escape * frqjn Sydney some ^SjBpB|M|i|a5SwgM 
time before. It a})][ 9 eared y 

that they had seized •a 1 ^ ^ 

small colonial -built *ship* \ * ^ * \ ^ 

sailed ^own^ 
holies the 

the a 

from Tndia Avhich had been \ 

cast away on one of the ishinds near the north of • ^ 

Tasmania Thcise seven men, landing for water, c^nHB|ggMI||||^^ 

had beei! ruthlessly abandoned by their c'omrados, 

and had. managed with dilli<‘ult.y to find scanty , ^ 

sustenance on seaweed, slioll-iish, and po4relfi. « 

Miserablcb«as was their condition, iiass eoubl do little 

for them — the hale-boat was small, and his stock of provisions 

low ; still he bjo^v two who W(Mik(*st on I oard, put. the 

rest on th<' mainland, and ^ivin*' them musket, half his 

powder, and some hooks and lines, saw* them set out on their 

weary Journey through the loiudy bush to Sydn(\y. Once a^ain, 

on his return voyage, he fell in with them, and ferned these 

forlorn men, whose only hope was to ^et back to the prisbn and 

the chain, across a wide bay, but they never riuiched Sydney, and 

the probability is that they either died of want, or were mur- 

dered by tin* blacks, who were esjiecially fierce and cruel alon^ 

the (Tip})slaiid coast. Ikiss himself reacluMl Sydney on the 24th 

February, 171)<S, having explored as far as Western Port, and 

made such observations as rendered the future di.scovery of the' 

Strait, to his mind at least, a certainty. 

Meanwhile Flinders, with the captain of the ^ifdno^f Core, 
who was desirou.s of rescuing such car<^o as the sea miffht tub LmuTiiousE, wilsox'r 

, 11 - ... , , . ? PRQMONTOHY. 

nave spared him, yas sailing down the .sjime coast, examining 

^and nainin*j^ of the bays and lnwllands, and amonpf them *Oreen Caj) 0 , 

which has since tocome I 50 well known from the disastrous wrc<;k oft* its shores. 

.Lass’s success in the whale-boat so rccoifmiendcd him to the Clpvemment that, at 
his cames-t petition, he jvas put in command of a small-decided vessel known as , 
the Norfolk; and with Flfnders as his lieutenant, and eiji^ht men for a qrew, he 
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sailed in the summer of 1798' completely round Tasmania, thus thoroughly establishing 
its insularity. For the first time the northern and the barren* western coasts were 
explored and named, and Port Dalrymple and the River Tan)p.r were discovered, lift 
•*two friends bringing their successful voyage to a conclusion in, January, 1799. At the 
r^^st of Flinders, the name of Bass Strait was given by Governor Hunter to thp 
channel between %he island 4ind the continent, in honour of the man who had braved 
so many dangers and toiled so perseveringly to find it . • ^ ^ 

^ From this time inward Bass passes out . of* Australian history; his aftet* career is 
^shroudJH in mystery, but it is generally believed that he joined *a privaljper, and being 
taken prisoner *by tlie Spaniards in, some raid on a Soijtfi American town, ended 
his days toiling as a slave in the silver mines of Chili or Peru. Wh|^ the tw# friends 
parted there is not even a tradition to say-rfor eighty ytjars is a Inng time in 
Australian history. But for the next few years Flinders takes Bass’s place as the 
leader of discovery and exploration in Australia 

In the winter of 1799 he aAs senU in the sloop Norfolk to explore towards the 
north,- and thorough!/ examined* Glass House, Hervey, and Moreton Bays, all of which 
had been previously named by (^ook. The immediate result of this voyage was that he 
proceeded to England, and there* received from the Admiralty a commission to return 
and* undertake a complete survey of the coast of Australia. This was felt "to t)e an 
important expedition, and accordingly Flinders, now proiuoted to tbe^ rank of Commander, 
was put in command of the sloop Investif/ator, with a complement of eighty -eighl^mcn, and 
was accompanied by a landscape painter, a natural history painter, and a botanfst, to whom 
we are indebted for the first work on Australian botany. In July, 1801, the 1 nvestirfaior 
sailed from Spithood, and reached Cape Leeuwin, on the southern coast of Aiistralia, on the 
7th of December, thus taking five months to do what Australian traders now accomplish 

• in as many weeks. When he regtehed King George’s Sound, he brought the Invenstigator 
to anchor, \o make some necessary repairs, and. though he and his olBcers made a two 

excursion into the surrounding bush, they found little or nothing new, barren, 
sandy soil, alternating with dense scrub, being the character of the country* Indeed, the 
whole* Australian coast, from Cape York to Cape Leeuwin, from Cambridge Gulf to Port 
Phillip, is strangely without variety ; occasionally it is wooded and fertile, oftener* barren 
and sandy, but at all times remarkably alike ; and Flinders’ voyages, interesting and 
valuable os they were, must have been terribly monotqpous. From King Geoyge’s Sound 
he sailed along a coast rarely if ever visited, even in these days, namely, that part of 
Western and Southern Australia which skirts the Great Australian Bight. For days 
and daya he crept along this terrible coast, keeping clos§ in shore, trusting to find 
some bay or i^lct, but each day only revealed the fallacy of such a hope. Day after 
(^y the explorers saw barren cliffs, never less than 400 nor more than 600 feet high, 
stretching in one unbrok 4 »n line for himdreds of miles. Neither^ water ngr* vegetation of any 
kind could be seen, nor could they catch any glimpse whatever of the back country. 
Flinders in his jpiimal speculates, not unnaturally, on the probability of these curious 

• cliffs being the boundary of some great inland sea, and legrete* that he did not endeavour 
to land|and settle the matter one way or the other. 
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• This thTOiy of a great inland sea was a very fiivourite one with the early explorers, 
on^' Flinders expected at the very least to find some sort of passage or strait between 
Sqmthem Ocean an(l the Gulf of Carpentaria; and, fcliorefore, when the Iy,v€8tigator^ 
sailed into the deep indejitation of Spencer’s Gulf, his heart beat high with hope. 
vjps doomed, however, to disappointment As they advanced, the shores became low 
barren, some ranges wore visible in the distance, which seemed to approach them on both ^ 
sides. It was evident •that this, was merely a gulf, and Flinders hoped for at least a great 
river. Appearances at first seem to favour this theory, but agaiif.ho was^disapjjointed : < 
the water shoaled rapidly; ho was obliged to take to his boats, and at last reached the# 
head of Spencer’s^ Gulf^ only to find it a dreary w«aste (tf mangroves, sa^t marshes, and 
mud-flats. “ It wi^s one degree lower,” says* a well-known writer, “ than mere aridity. The 
land was quite as worthless as if it werc^dry, and the hopeless prospect of mud and slush 
and ooze gives an aspect of inutility and dark imwholesomeness which makes one shudder, 
especially when, amid all the wot and moisture, there is not one drop fit to quench the 
thirst It reminds one of those primitive times revea^d to us b^ g^^ology, when there 
was light and air, and even life, but not a life of a high order, nor beings which could 
enjoy^ beauty in variety. The earth was preparing for something better, heaving its mud- 
flats to seethe and simmer, while crustaceans crawled across the slimy soil which water 
scarcefy n3vcaled. So it is at the head of SpcnceFs Gulf.” * 

Bitterly disappoiijted. Flinders returned to hYs ship. This had been an unlucky gulf 
to him, fVfl**at the entrance, which he called Capo Cateitrophe, ho had lost his mate and 
the cutter’s •croAw, who were drowned by the swamping of their boat as she was returning 
from the mainland! In a curious foot-note to his journal, he tells how ho afterwards 
heard that Thistle, the mate, and some of the crew, whilst they were lying at Spithcad, 
went to a “wise man,” and had their ’fortunes told. The fortune-toller told them 
that they were going on a long voyage, and that the ship, on arriving at her destination, 
would bo joined by another, but that before that he, Tlystle, would bo drowned. He 
also added that the crew would be shiiiwrecked, but not the vessel they were going out 
in. Flinders, ^after telling the story tpiaintly, advises shipmasters, if possible, to^kcep 
their men away from magicians. Strange to say, this ones predictions were ful- 
filled almost to the letter. For after discovering and naming Gulf St. Vincent, Kangaroo 
Island, Investigator Straits, and Encounter Bay, the party fell in with the French 
exploring ship, Le Oiographe, commanded by Captain Baudin. The two countries 
were at war in Europe, but hero, in these lonely sciis, French and English met 
as friends, and exchanged charts and information. In after years, when Flinders 
visited Europe, great was his astonishment to find that the Frencti claimed foi* Baudin 
that he had- discovered all the coast lying between Western Port and foit Nuyts, amj 
that they called the •land Terre Napoleon. It was indeed a barren honour, f<>r, of tdl th^ 
mtmes then bestowal, only qpo or 'two on the desolate coast between Capo Northumber- 
land and Encounter Bay now remain. At C]ape Northumberland Flinders canie upon a 
•oast already explored by Grant in the Lfidg Nelson, which, thouglf of only GO tons 
^ burthen, was the model exifloring -ship of those times, being built •with a sliding keel, 
and upon the then newest i&eas in naval architecture. ^ 
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Grant, however, was hardly bold enough for. an explorer. Striking the coast at 
Cape Northumberland, he sailed on till he reached Wilson's Promontory, wher6,* of 
•cdufse, he came upon the discoveries of Bass and Flinders. JEIo missed/^ however, ^e 
* ^-irnpoitant Port Phillip, sailihg across a stretch of sea 12Q. miles in length . without 
e^^ endeavouring to explom the inlet. * His chief characteristic seems to have been gn 
overweening admiration for* the Northumberland family, whose names he was fond of 
bestowing on all his discoveries. Flinders, more energetic and enterprising than Grant, 

when he found the land treading north 
■ ^ \ '.'h from Cape Otway, determined to follow 

. . .. coast, and, qji doing so, to his 

jf, surjirise and delighj^ came vpon the 
large and important harbour of Port 
.ij'il Phillip, which ho named Port King, 
in honour of the Governor of New 
Houth Wales. He thought at first that 
he was the discoverer of this mag- 
nificent harbour, large enough, ;).s ho 
j himself said, to hold a greater fleet 
than ever went to sea, and wo can 

r.:i . 

sympathise with ,what must have been 
his chagrin and disappointthont when 
he found that he had? beeh forestalled, 
by a few weeks oAly, by Lieutenant 
Murray in the Lfuly Nelaon, who had 
given the bay its present name. After 
so much exploration of barren, useless 
i- ' coast, it was a pleasure to the riew- 

^ 1 comers to look on the comparatively 

. . . |M . fertile country that bouifded this land- 

■■■ .. locked bay, and Flinders* admiration 

{From a Miniature Pa uihng on I mry in thlpoas^OH of the Family.) Unbounded. It is Strange, tOO, ill 

these days of wars and rumours of 
wars, to road in his quaint journal his opinion tjiat, in the event of a settlement 
being made at Port Phillip, “as doubtless there will be some time hereafter, the 
entrance could be easily defended.” Flinders would have wondered, could- ho have 
knoAvn that, spite of his favourable opinion, thirty years would still find the fertile 
lands of Australia Felix left to the kangaroo and the emu, and the wandering 
^blackfellow while twenty years later the thousands upon thousands who came 
pouring through those gloomy heads must have far moi^e than j'ealised his wildest 
dreams. 

«■ 

From Port Fhillip to Port Jackson there was nothing left for Flinders to do. 
His own discoveries,* and those of Bass, had long before exhausted that coast, and ac- ^ 
cordu^jly his next voyage was made along the north-east coast, Lieutenant Murray 
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]pearing him cofnpany in the Lady ^Nehon, Soon, however, he sent back his consort 
as tinseaworthy, and* the lavestigatov ^proceeded alone. All the cast (x>iist of Queens- 
l^d'^New South Walgs, as it was then called — had been visited, and most of th^ 
places named by* Captain^Cook. Flinders but verified amd corrected Cook’s Sharts, and?^ 
^ was not till ho entered the Gulf of Carpentaria that ho again found him^f 
sailing in unknown «cas. His thoughts were still running, on a strait to the Southern 
Ocean-j^r, at the very least, , a deep inlet — ^which should take him far into the in-* 
terior of 4iho country ; but again ho was doomed to disappoiiitment. Very minute 
and careful arc his (lescriptions of the great northern gulf, and the* story* of the 
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voyage is told day by day with almost wearisome exactness ; here, however, it will 
suffice to describe in general terms what he found. A groat gulf 500 miles in 
length, and averaging 800 in Creadth — or, as one writer puts it, as long as from 
the Isle of Wight to Aberdeen, and as wdde as from Land’s End to the mouth of 
the Thames. A great gulf, truly, largo enough to hold England itself, but dreary 
and uninteresting in the extreme. As Spencer’s (lulf is in the south, so is Carpentaria 
in the north. Low shores bounded by dreary mangrove swamps, the noisome mfid 
sometimes relieved by patches of sand glaring yellow in the tropical sunsliine ; rapidly- 
shoaling waters and sand&anks to seaward; stunted eucal}rpti, inangrove swamps, and 
salt-marshes on shore; here and there aft opening, wliich prove^J to bo the mouth 
of a rivcf, with the everlasting bar of all Australian rivers stopping''furthcr progress;, 
and occasionally a few ♦retched blackfellows, who would come .off and ^tare in 
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wonder at the ship, or, more probably, with the , nonchalance of the" true Australia^ 
aboriginal, go about their, business and take ‘'no notice whatet^er of the strah^rs. 
^Dreary, uninteresting, hot, and desolate the Dutch had foun<J Carpentana a Q 0 nt\tfy 
I-and a hah before; so Flinders 'found it nearly ninety years ago, and «o does it appear 
tlk the few who visit it at the present dny. On a little island in the gulf, call^ 
Sweer's Island, there stands a tree known as the Investigator troef at least, it stood 
"twenty years ago. Of this a sketch was made in ISQS by Mn J. G. Macdonald, a 
veteran explorer, wIiq says that the name “ Investigator,” . and the date, tl803, were 
quite legible Sv^hen ho made his drawing. 

It wHis while in this gulf that Flinders discovered that the Investigator was not only 
unseaworthy, but absolutely rotten, and we cannot but wonder at^ the indomitable 
will and courage of the man who, under such, circumstances, still continued his ex- 
plorations in those strange seas — desolate even at this day, indescribably more so 
eighty years .ago. At last, however, greatly against his will, he was obliged to leave 
the coast of Australia and to p<lt into, Timor, not only' to refit his rotten ship, but 
to procure fresh provisions for his crew, who were beginning to show signs of scurvy. 
Thence he sailed round the west coast, again through the straits ho and Basq, had 
discovered, and back once more homo to Sydney Harbour, reaching it on the 9th 
of Juno, 1803. It was his last voyage of exploration. Of his crew, some had died 
on the long voyage round by the west coast, many were dying,^ and of the rest the 
majority were stricken with dysentery and fever, while all were sick and ailing; and, 
above all, the Investigator^ on her arrival, was condemned by the authorities as 
unfit for further service. One would have thought Flinders Lad done enough 
to raise the veil of mystery which for so long had hung over thq, great South 
Land. In the little Tom Tknmh ho atid Bass had, unaided, explored the 
south-east coast, in the Norfolk they had circumnavigated Tasmania, and now he 
had sailed® completely round the island continent. Still, he was not satisfied It 
was useless petitioning the Governor for a ship, for he had none to give, and there 
was nothing for it, therefore, but to sail for England and petition t^e Admiralty. 
Accordingly, in July of the same year, he left Port Jackson in the Porpoise, the « 
Calo and the Bridgewater being in company. Tlie two former, five days after, became 
total wrecks on the Great Barrier reef, and Captain Palmer, of the Bridgewater, to 
his eternal shame, cruelly sailed away without even sending a boat to their aid. 
It is not often in this world that punishment overtakes the sinner so promptly as 
it did the crew of that ship. She reached India in safety, and thtoce sailed for 
Europe, but she never reached her destination, and not one soul on board was ever 
afterwards heard of. 

Mejanwhile, Flinders was perhaps the best man the wrecked crews could have 
Kad to rely upon in ijuch an emergency. The men^ all save two, ^were rescued, and,« 
collecting what they could from the wrecks, managed to exist on the sandbanks, while 
he went in the iQugboat to Sydney for aid. After much suffering he reached Port** 
c Jackson, and two smoJI ships wore put at his service, with which he went to'^the rescue 
of his ^pompanions. One of these ships was a small colohial- built schooner of only 
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^wenty-uine tons burthen ; but so ^ eager was Flinders to proceed to England that 
he 'decided to continue his journey •in her. As might have been expected, she 
p|pv(j^ too Small for the service, and, before she had crossed the Indian Ocean, ^s<2 
sadly needed repairs that ho was obliged to put into Mauritius, relying, though English^ 
^d French were at war, upon a passport given him as an exploi'or by the Fr^ifOh 
wvemment. He Vas seized as a spy, and, though he proved his innocence, for six long 
years ho languished in that island prison. His charts were taken from him and for-® 
ward8(f tc^ France, and by moans of them the French Adinir^ Baudin was reaping 
the reward and fame that should have belonged to him. * When® at 4ast do-* 
liveranco came, it was teo late. His very name had, been forgotten* amidst the sti/ 
and bustle of tl^e tiino; fiis toils ajid his sulibrings, his patience, his perseverance, 
and his success, had paired away utterly from men’s minds. Ho set about publishing 
his journals, relying upon them to restore his lost renown ; but again it was too late. 
On the very day they were published one of the bravest and best of Australia’s 
explorers died broken-hearted, lip began his great work as a simple midshipman 
in 171)5, when the very borders of Sydney itself were scarce bnown, and ideas with 
regard to the rtjst of the coast were as vague and indefinite as they well could bo. 
In less ^han eight years, in spite of difficulties and obstacles that to a less earnest 
man •must have seemed insurmountable, ho had not only circumnavigated the ,con- 
tineiit, but had absolutely surveyed and Liid dowti accurate charts of all the southern, • 
eastern, #wid northern coasts, from King George’s Sound to the Gulf of Carpentaria; 
and yet foi* all, this the great explorer received no reward, and, in Australia itself, the 
land for which Jie did so much, only a barren island in Bass Straits, a river in 
Queensland, a street in Melbourne, and here and there a county, arc now kno\^ by 
his name, • 


Flinders left little to be done by those who came after him, for the only part of tho.. 
coast ho did not survey was that between Amheim’s* Bay and King Geoige’s Sound, 
a part which had frequently been visited before. The "next to take up the arduous 
task of Australian exploration by sea was Captain King, who, between the years 1817-22, 
made no less than five voyages of exploration round the coast, and, taking up tho 
surveys where Flinders had left off*, added much to the knowledge of tho coast. 
A special interest may be said to attach to him, for he was born in Australasia, and 
wiis therefore tho first of Australia’s sons who took up this work. Philip 
Parker King was tho son of Philip Gidloy King, third Governor of New South Wales, 
and was bom at Norfolk Island whilst his father was Lieutenant-Governor of that 
settlement. Ho entered the Royal Navy at tho usual age, fourteen, in the year of 
tho Battle of Trafalgar, 1805, and, having exhibited a taste for marine surveying, was 
entrusted as a lieutenant with tho examination of the coast of Australia, in continuatif)n 
of the work of, Flinders. To Sydney he came in the transport Dink, with the 48fh 
Regiment, the voyage taking six and a half months. There being no Govommbnt 
vessel in the colony suitable for the purpose, the Governor (Maccpiarie) purchased a 
cutter of •eighty-four tons, named tho Mermaid. Her ship's co^^)an/ consisted of two, 
master’s mates, the botanfet Allan Cunningham, twelve seamen, and an ajporiginal. 
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named Bungarce. Follo\ying the example of Flinders and Bass, young 'Lieutenant King 
did not hesitate to set out in this small vessel on his hazardous enterprise. Three 
voyages were made in the Mei^niaid, and a fourth in a brig, the, Bathurst, Ihe copitin^b 
/'being thrfco circumnavigated as the readiest means of goiiyj to and from the work, 
S^ycfaoy being head-quarters. In those voyages, particulars of which may be foui^ 
in his published harrativc, ".King's Australia,” the track through 4\\o inner passage to 
'Torres Straits was carefully laid down, and for rnaiyr jcars, until his survej^s were 
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superseded by those of later officers. Captain King's tracks and charts were always 
spoken of in the highest terms of admiration. It can safely be asserted- that where his 
sailing directions have* been carefully followed no accident has ever happened. 

Captain Kilig’s next services were in the survey of the South American coast, 
where his ship, the Adventure, had the Beagle, under Captain Fitz»oy, as consort. His 
health 'having been severely tried in these arduous ancj anxiously exciting labours, Cap-^ 
tain King availed .himself of the privilege of retiring from tihe active list. In IS.Sl he 
left England to ^oin his family in Sydney, and was for many years a prominent colonist* 
of New South Wales. Six years after his arrival he accompanied Sir’ Richard^ Bourke in 
H.M.S. ^jSfUtlesnake to Fort Phillip, to decide upon the site *of the township and name 
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fhe streets of the future Melbourne. • The party visited Geelong and its neighbourhood, 
and then M^unt Macedon, where Captain King made a number of observations, and was 
afele le bear testimony te the correctness of those made by Sir Thomas Mitchell, who had 
named the inoiuit on hi% trip to Portland Bay. In 1855 King was entered on the hs<i 
ef Rear-Admirals,, but did not long survive the honour. His last evening was spent 
amongst brother ofBcers on board H.M.S. Jinio, in Sydi»y Harbour, aud a few days 
aftervrards they accoAlod his reiryxins a naval funeral. 

The Accounts that King gives of his voyages show that thej were monotonous and^ 
devoid of incklent, and, though his notes arc most cojjious, they arc of fnteresff only to^ 
the seaiyan or the naturalist. Not until 1837, the yctft* of Governor llourkc^ visit to 
the infilnt Molbcflime, were any further explorations made on the Australian coast. In 
that year HTM.S. Becvgle A'as told off again for the duty. For six years she was employed 
in various surveys along the coast, but though the work was well and thoroughly 
done, no fresh discoveries of any importance were made, and, like those of King, the 
journals of the Beagle have monf interest for navigators and naturalists than for the 
general public. But with the voyage of the Beagle one splendid sciontihe reputation 
is irtsep^^ably linked ; and Australia has her share, small though it be, in the renown 
of Charles Darwin. 
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R ockhampton, a town of 12,000 inhabitants, 
the chief port through' which fhe stations of 
y • ' ► Central Queensland* get tl^eir supplies, and 

from which the wool of the same ^strict is 
export^!, is situated* a few miles within tho 

'• «on a flat between the right bank of the river 

^ and a short line of low hills, called the Athel- 

'ill't'iriii i ii^T- stane Range. From tho top of this rangp tho 

prospect is very extensive, and gives a com- 
plete view of tho distant boundaries of the 
plain in which Rockhayipton stands. This 
*'■ / plain, which includes the lower palt of the 

k y t in ~ ■ valley of tho Fitzroy, stretches ih a south- 

easterly direction down to the sea. On both 
'' sides it is bounded by chains, of mountains 

and Kills which at Rockhampton close in and 
' ‘ , reduce tho width to about ten or twelve miles. 

ON THE fitzroVhiter. Towards tho sea isolated mountains rise from 

the. flats, the curious outline of Mount Lar- 
combe being conspicuous on a clear day. The view to tho north-west ^;jain is closed 
by isolated hills and mounts of many forms — conical, serrated, and flat-topped. In fact, 
the view from the range is charming. It is especially so about sunset, whether you 
look towards the north on the regular outline of Mount Etna or tho jagged lines of 
Mount Parnassus, to the west over the lagoons iv^ich are glittering in the light of 
tho setting sun, to the Moomish Mountains, dark with purj)le shadows, to tho east 
on' tho huge mass of the Berserkers, which at sunset often throw off their usual 
green and appear to ‘be clad in heather from head to foot, or to tho south by the 
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Table Mountain across to the distant Uco Ranges, which are still near enough to show 
bare and al^rupt cliffs. Unbroken forest covers all tho mountain^, and extends over 
the plain to within a rUiile or so of Rockhampton, which ^ may be^ said to occupy a» 
mere clearing. Homesteads are scattered over the whole district, hut the chief 
industry as yet being cattle breeding on tto natural pastures, tho clearings for tillage*' 
are of such small extent that to a distant observer the natural scenery has not been 
modifleH to any appreciable extent by tho presence of man.* 
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• On the plain there is open, well-grassed forest country. Hero ana mere may 
be found dense scnibs, and small clearings for homesteads or cultivation paddocks. 
Nlit •uncommon are a^eas in which every tree has been “ring-barked,” the first 
step towards the* improv^paent of the pasture, but one* of the most melancRoly sightsIL 
tjiat Australia can^ show.'^ A “ ring-barked ” paddock is a sight that would make a poet 
shed many poetic tears. Think of hiindieds of acres of dead trees Wipjied of leaves 
and twjgs, clutching at the sky with bare arms, iriosistibly bringing to mind the words* 
of Drayton — 

** Otir trees so hacked above the ground 
That whgre their lofty tops the neighbouring ^untriea crowned. 

Their •tranlfs (like aged folks) now barS and naked stand, 

As for revenge to Heaven each held a withered hand.” 

• 

• 

But as a white man will do the work at one shilling per acre, and a blackfellow 
for a pennyworth or two of opium, and as the feeding power of the pasture is 
very substantially increased by tli® operation, the fioet would have Uit little chance 
of being listened to, nor would his tears have much cHcct on a licart that is hardened 
by the ^I’ospcct of a profit of cent, per cent. 

The river breaks into the plain from the mountains some thirty-four miles to the 
north-west, and runs in a general easterly direction past Canoona across tot the 
to^vnship of Yaamb^i, where it just feels the Influence of the tide. Then it turns to ^ 
the south-east, and forty-five miles of meandering brings it to Rockhampton, midway 
in the flat* between the Berserker and Athelstane Ranges. About the same distance 
further among flats, marine plains, and mangrove swamps, and it reaches Keppel Bay. 

We will iiow take a view of the town and its immediate surroundings, which may 
best be seen from the Athelstane heights. On looking east it is seen to cover the level 
space between the spurs of the range and the river.^ It is laid out in rectangular- 
blocks, formed by streets of generous width running at right angles with^ or parallel 
to the river. Notwithstanding this symmetry of plan, the houses appear to be scattered 
very irregulaily; for there are many vacant allotments belonging to owners who arc 
possibly waiting for the “ uhcarned increment ” to assume substantial propSrtions- 
Towards the river, however, where the business part of the town is situated, the 
buildings are more closely packed. Away from the main street the houses are nearly 
all one-storeyed, built of wood, ,and roofed with corrugated iron. They all have 
verandahs, except in some few deplorable instjinces, prompted by rncinories of cottages 
at home. Among the most noticeable buildings are the Hospital and the Grammar 
School on the range, and the English Church, the Court House, and the Brewq^y on the 
flat. With all the facilities there are for obtaining and growing splendid creepers and 
shade trees, the general aspect of the town is bare and naked. But the ^ town, counmj 
Jiave made very .enlightened efforts in the way of street ^planting; and if their 
example is followed by the owners of houses, some day, perhaps, foliage and building 
•will bo so mingled as to form a very pleasant sight to look upon, as well as to 
modify the temperature and subdue the glare of the sunlight.# As it is, on a hot 
day the rays of the sun, tailing directly on tho broad streets and reflected fiom the 
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iron roofs» give a sense of glare and heat which it> is difficult to forget* But this ma^ 
bo said of many other towns.- ‘ * 

^ < Ono of the streets is contihued across the river by a splendid bridge 1,2Q0 f^et 
•'^Igng. On the other side, a spectator on the range would see Jhe young municipality of 
North Rockhampton straggling for miles* along the river, with the forest behind, whic^ 
seems to entangle some houses in its border, and then passes unbroken over the moun- 
tain mass of the Berserkers, to be checked only by the sea twenty miles away. 

^ Most of the trafi^ of the district is c^irried on by the railway which runs up a 
^valley ifiat penetrates the mountainous country to the west. There a^e besides five 
main roads; one, called the Port Cgrtis Road, leads do wn^ the ^ flats ;to the south-east, 
and under the distant Mount Larcombe to the town of Gladstone. This*" place is 
beautifully situated on Port Curtis, and was once thought to have before k a prospect 
of brilliant prosperity. It is older than Rockhampton, and while Queensland was part 
of New South Wales it was strongly supported by the Government. But it proved 
a weakling, for it was cut off* fifem the back country by high and almost impracti- 
cable ranges, and commerce must take the line of least resistance. In the race for 
wealth Rockhampton has, therefore, gone ahead, while beautiful Gladstone regains 
sullenly in the rear. Another road goes north through Yaamba, throwing off* branches 
to Various stations, townships, and gold-fields, and a third follows the central line. 
The* other two lead to Emu Park and Yeppoon, the chief health ijesorts of the district, 
which are both situated on a part of the coast where a combination bf wooded 
promontories, yellow sands, grass-covered hills, island-studded sea, and magnificent land- 
scapes, forms the loveliest of scenery. • 

Besides their watering-places, the pleasure-.seekers of Rockhampton Ijave an agree- 
able resort in the limestone caves discovered not long since in the hilly country, in 
‘ the neighbourhood of Mount Etna, and named after the finders, Olsen and Johannsen, 
two Norwegian settlers. They are situated in dense scrubs, which accounts for their 
being so long unknown. Their scientific interest is not great at present, for they 
are not extraordinary in themselves, and are obviously accounted for oi^ the common 
theory of limestone caves. What a breaking up of the floor and a scientific examina- 
tion of it would produce remains to be seen. 

Within half-a-mile or so of Olsen’s Caves the visitor gets his first sight of the 
limestone crags, which at that distance, owing to thp peculiar weathering, present the 
appearance of numberless cascades falling into the scrub. He then passes on through 
the dense forest, and in a short time finds himself suddenly facing the grand 
entrance. of the cavesi; and is sure to think for a time that he has never seen any- 
thing so bei^itiful and romantic. There are grey, overhanging, threatening rocks, 
hung with green creepers, and topped with the foliage of umbrella and fig-trees, 
wjiose roots creep and ivrithc down the face of the cliff ; tl\cre are fall, straight stomsu 
shooting up to expose their heads to the light; and there is the mysterious opening, 
in which the ligjit* on the rocks gets dimmer and dimmer, and fades away into black-* 
‘ ness. His imagination is powerfully affected. But scon he sees a wooden paling, 
glaringly new, and a new wooden shanty, with other abominations, and his illusions are 
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Jialf gone. He then gets his condl^ and climbs about, and sees many scenes, sublime, 
and curious, and rotnantic, but nothing strikes him like the first coup-d’cBil. The 
caves Jire ajf^arently very dry, and consequently the stalactitic forms arc not so com;y 
mon as in European caves. The most curious and interesting objects arc the roots 
Jho fig-trees, which penetrate the bowels of the mountain. In many of the caves th®y 
are seen issuing Tram the roof, running down the walls, ^and plunging into the floor. 
Some stretch from roof to floor like tent-cables, as in the “ Belfry,” where a root three 
or four kiches thick falls through a well-like opening in t^ roof (perhaps a de- 
teriorated pot-holeV find, undiminished in size, reaches downfih'* the floor twenty feet 
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beneath, where it disappears as straight as if strained by a pull from below. Interest- 
ing, in the sense of exciting disgust, are the advertisements of boots and shoes 
scrawled on the walls of this romantic cave. 

Johannsen’s Caves are not so accessible, nor perhaps are they so beautiful, but they 
are more replete with natural curiosities, comprising stalactitic pillars, cascades, and 
curtain, and also a dripping well. • ^ 

None of these caves appear to have been used as dwellings — at least, in recent^ 
times. Indeed, jihe modem biackfcllow seems to be afraid ip go into them, ’fur fear 
of meeting “devil-devil.” Perhaps examination of the floor by scientific cave-hunters 
may find signs of former occupation by nian, or, at any rate, by .some of the gigantic 

marsupials. • ^ 

We have now given !i short view of some of the external features of Rocllhampton. 
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As has been seen, or can be guessed, it is a town fully provided with the means of 
satisfying nearly all the necessities of civilised 'life. It has baifts, churches, jsch6ols> 

jiewspapers, hospital, orphanage, School of 4rts, foundry, Chaqiber of Colnmerqp^ and 
2^novolen9 Society. It is a port of call for numerous steamers. It* has its Brighton 
Ssd Worthing, its Botanic Gardens and Parks. Yet in 1853 the whole district was ip 
a state of primeval wildeniesjp, in undisputed possession of the blaekfellow. The scene 
from the range would have presented to the eye a v^t expanse of woodland abso- 
lutely uninterrupted, opd of green broken only by dark patches of scrub foliage like 
the shadows of cloucfs on the sea as seen from the top of a cliff. ^ The nearest 
^stations— sisipg the word in ita colonial sense — ^were at Gladstone, nipety miles to the 
south-east, and 'Rannes, about the same distance to the south-^vest — ^b^th at fhat time 
newly formed. Leichardt had crossed and named the Dawson and Mackenzie, and 
had said that in all probability they met to tomw a large river, but he had never 
seen the river. In 1854 the Archer brothers, who led an exploring party from the 
Burnett, came /lown into the valley fixun the Dee. Mountains. They camped on one 
of the lagoons with which the district is studded. From some of the heights they 
could see the whole country and its well-defined boundaries. They found the ^ver, 
which would be the natural outlet for their produce, and were the first to name it 
the Fitzroy. Hero they resolved to settle, and form a station. Next year came up 
• theirf sheep and cattle, shepherds arid Stockmen. The site of tl^p old camp on the 
lagoon was fixed upon for the head station, which was called Gracera<Jfe. The 
carpenters set to work to cut and dress timber. Houses, store, stockywds, ‘and wool- 
shed were built in course of time. Shepherds were sent off with th^ir flocks to out- 
lying* portions of the run, and over the present site of Rockhampton slipep pastured. 
But Gracemcre w'as not long on the boundary* of unexplored country. Before a year 
,was past other stations were formed in the neighbourhood, and they also had woo! 
to send awfay and stores to get from the south. The river, being of course the 
natural highway of the district, wasi utilised as far as possible, and just below the first 
barrier of rocks a rough wharf was built. A store for wool was erected olose by, and 
an hotel of untrimmed slabs of wood. Where the wharves are now' were thickets of 
mangroves, while the flat was almost a swamp, and covered with timber. The 
Berserkers might have been seen from the bank of the river, but nowhere else, and the 
Athelstane range would have been quite invisible. 

In 1858, when about a dozen dwellings had been built, the young community had 
an experience which, except that it did good rather than harm, might almost be 
likened to a tornado, so soon did it come and pass away. Within a few weeks after 
September, as many as 10,000 men assembled and camped on the flat, and by the end 
of 'the ypar were gone again. It was the (.-anoona rush, at it was** called. A digger, 
who had come up from Gladstone to “ fossick ” * in the mew country, l^ad found gold at • 
CaAoona, thirty miles up the river from the little settlement. He thought he had dis- 
covered a gold-field,, and proclaimed his discoveiy loudly. If he had foreseen what was ‘ 


* Vide Yol. 1., pp. 186-7. 
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gping to happen,* he would probably jiot have been so anxious to attract attention. In 
Victoria, at this time, all the sensational gold-finds had been made. The yield of 
the nj^tal haft begun to^ decline, and another sensation was due. The news from tjie^ 
^ north accordingly, caused^ furious excitement Thousands were eager to shi2re in tl^ 
t^asures, and from Sydney and Melbourne vessels were soon crowding north fillca 
with diggers^ and ‘attendant traders. The first experience^ miners who arrived on the 
field soon found out that they.had been deceived. There was gold, but not a sufficient" 
extent of ^old-bearing country to justify the employment of ipore than a few men. 
They had come to fill their pockets, but would probably have to empty theirt" before 
they could get back. Rage and disappointment filled •everyone. Cliaf pie, the miner 
who had "discovered the field, and who had been bragging and haranguing on a pinnacle 
of fame, found himself one tine day w^ith a rope roiuld his neck about to bo lynched. 
Only the timely arrival of the gold eSmmissioner saved him. Meanwhile, thousands 
were assembling on the banks of the river at Rockhampton, checked in their journey 
by the bad news from • Canoona. Vessels were comiftg up at the rate of six or eight 
a day. Many came to Keppel Bay, but, on hearing the news, fhe passengers refused 
to oi^ounter the difficulties of navigation in the river, and demanded to be taken back. 
With ten* thousand men, all disappointed, many penniless, and not a few ‘'old hands” 

( conviSts)* and such-like characters, camped on a swampy flat, under summer heat, with 
mosquitoes lively by Jiight and even by day, arid frequent thimderstonns, Rockhampton 
could notf*have been a very desirable place of abode, at any rate to the stomkeepers. 

It can be realised now how the place gained the name of the “ city of sin, sweat, and 
sorrow,” a phrase Which has given a certain amount of alliterative grace to much small 
wit down Soi:jJ.h. Great efforts were made to relievo the distress. The Government 
chartered vessels to carry off those who 'Could not pay, and employed many in clearing 
away the timber, and laying out streets for a new township. At Gracemere and elsewhere ^ 
temporary employment was given to others. The difficulties were at length •tided over, 
and by midsummer the mass had molted away ; only a few stayed behind to join the 
fortunes of tbp new township 

Rockhampton was now well started on its career, but its prospects were dohbtful, 
for could its river, navigable only for smaller vessels, contend with Gladstone’s fine 
port ? Gracemerc station, however, the size of a large English county, was thrown 
open for selection. Settlers came, and the whole coiintiyside was gradually filled with 
homesteads. The western country was rapidly covered with stations, which got their 
supplies by the Fitzroy. Rockhampton prospered greatly, and lucky were they who 
bought original allotments near the river bank, and kept them. • Tliere is now a deep 
water port on Keppel Bay called Port Alma, but as yet it is unconnected with the town 
by railway. What will be the effect when the connection is made is hotl 3 ^ disciissed. * 

^ Some twelve, or fifteen years, ago a great change took place^in the industry of the 
district Originally all the stations around started as sheep-runs, .but after a time 
«it was found that the sheep deteriorated in every way, and in a fi^w more years they 
died or were sold off, and replaced by cattle. Serious losses niitturally fell upon the 
owners, for all their vards*and woolsheds, which had absorbed a mreat portion W their 
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capital, became comparatively useless. The cause of the change is not altogether 
clear, but it is usually identified with the spread of noxious grasses when the sweeter 
^herbage was eaten down by the stock and rendered unable to compete iif the stfuggle 
j^for existence. Chief among thpse grasses harmful to sheep is the dreadful spear-grass. 
This is an innbeent herb enough while young and succulent, %ut when ripe it develops 
seeds like barbed spear-heads, each spear-head with a long fibre . attached for a shaft. 
•At first these spears are laid neatly together in a bundle, but after a time, under the 
♦influence of heat and moisture, they writhe and curl ftid twist, till they get tbeif barbed 
heads laimosti^ free. Then they are brushed ‘oft‘ in enormous numbers by the passing 
sheep, and insinuate themselvq^ into the fleece, and even into the flesh and vital parts 
of the animal. Whether the cause' is the grass seed or' not,' sheep have practically 
disappeared from the coast district, and the few that arc seen, are kept near the home- 
steads to serve for food, or are brought from ♦distant stations to the meat preserving 
works, or to the butcher, to supply the needs of the toAvn population. 

As connected with the chiefe occupation of the country — viz., cattle and sheep 
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breeding — a few lines 
must bo devoted to the 
meat - preserving works 
lust mentioned. « This in- 
dustry Avas first estab- 
lished in 1870,^ at Lau- 
rel liank^ about twelve 
miles river, and two 
years afterwards Avorks 
Averc also sot on foot at 
Jjakes Creek, three miles 
beloAv Rockhampton. After 
some years of varying 
fortune, Laurel Creek avos 
abandoned, and Lake’s 
Creek was taken over by 
the Central Queensland 
Moat Export Company, 
Avhich started work in 
1881, favoured by the low 
price of cattle. The man- 
agement Avas so good that 
the industry appeared on 
the wa^^to a great suc^ 
cess ; the appointments 
Avere all perfect (as many, 
as 153 fat cattle and sheep 
could be put through the 
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p^ess daily); freezing machinery bought and successfully worked. The interests 
of the squatters bound them to supportT to the utmost an institution which had raised 
to £5^ a head* the price of fat bullocks, which before had fallen almost to the dreaded* 
limit wibich only, makes it profitable to boil down for •the tallow. And th8 interest^ 
of the squatters are at present those of Rockhampton. But misfortunes came thick 
aud fast In 1883* the works were almost destroyed by fi^e, and by It strange fatality 
there was lost in the .same disinter a large quantity of frozen meat^ which would have* 
been ^Ip j^d the day before if the vessel which ^ , 

was to take it had arrived at its appointed 
time. In 1853, too,, the* drought began, the 
most fearful calajnity that * Queensland, as a 
colony, has pver sufiered from. In October, 

1885, the works were stopped from the Impos- 
sibility of getting fat beasts to operate upon. 

Nor were the Company's affairs in {Inglana in^ 
a flourishing condition. Tallow was unsalable 
even at half its former price, nor did the 
meat sell* freely at remunerative prices. The 
bcginiling; of 1880 found the Company in ex~ 
tremw. The rains had not yet fallen, though 
the usual •time was far advanced, and the bank 
began to demand that tlie overdraft should 
be paid. The sque-tters could not help. They 
were suflering severely from the drought, and 
were looking wearily forward to anothcf and 
worse year. So the Company went into liqui- 
dation. A few weeks afterwards the rain fell 
in unusual quantity, and the country became 
green and sqiiling. The cattle gained flesh 
i*apidly, and fat bullocks abounded, but the 

price had fallen to £4 a head, and they had to be sent for sale to distant markets. 

A syndicate has now taken the works in hand, and how they will fare under the 
new management remains to be seen. 

The mining industry, too, we must mention, for is not Mount Morgan, the golden 
mountain, the pride of the countryside, and the \vonder of Queensland ? Since the 
. Canoona rush, miners have always been at work around Rockhampton finding gold 
eveij^where, rich patches hero and there, but not enough, before Mount Morgan was 
discovered, to support a settled and increasing mining population, l^e Ci^DCodilh 
alluvial diggings under the Doe Mountains, fifteen or, sixteen milei^ south of RockhaiiiptoiT, 
did well for a time, and al&out the year 1865 were full of rowdy, drinking, prosperous 
jniners. Since then smaller rushes have *taken place, but, on the whole, the gold 
industry was languishing, when in 1880 tJie brothers Morgan, ^hile “fossicking” in 
* the Dee Ranges, came across the mountain which bears their name, and happened to 
23 
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try the stone for gold. Experts had years before searched these ranges through and 
through for copper, and miners from Crocodile had ransacked 0 every guUey for. the 
^usual signs of gold; but apparently none had stopped at Mount Morgan, or, having 
>^8toppod, could have suspected^ from tlieir former experience that such a stone could 
Bear gold. There was no delay in introducing capitalists, and when machinery was 
put up, and the < process of extraction perfected, it was found that the yield was six 8r 
■^seven ounces per ton of stone. The gold, besides, was remarkably pure, being worth over 
£4 an ounce. But, more than this, there were no expensive shafts to sink, and no lifting of 
matoriiiit to boidone. The stone is simply quarried away. By thoiend of 1886, 300 men 
^ wore employed, ‘land the value pf the mine is now reckoned in millions. 

Naturally this discoveiy brought' on a violent gold fevci*, and in their delirium men 
began to put their gold into the ground and into expensive machinery before the stone 
was really tested. In this way, sixty or seventy thousand pounds wore sunk without 
return, and the fever abetted. However, in 1886 another excitement stirred men’s minds. 
The owner of the beautiful property of Taranganba, near Yeppoon, moved by various 
discoveries of reefs in^ the neighbourhood, was seized with the happy idea of testing for 
gold the rock on which his pigsty was built, and found that his pigs had been rooting 
for years amongst stone of extreme richness, and thus the prospect of groat wealth 
suddenly opened before* him. All his neighbours then began to root about with more 
vigqur than ever. The results were not so striking as in the Taranganba case, but it 
was amply proved that gold exists over a wide area on the coast. • 

Sufficient has been said to establish the credit of Rockhampton as the, centre of a 
gold district; but there are high hopes that the mining industry piay become much 
more extensive, for it is a fact that, as yet, the ground has been merely scratched. 
Very little deep sinking has been done, and analogy with other fields goes to show that 
deep sinking is likely to result in a far greater production of gold. That such is the 
general opjnion may ho concluded from the circumstance that those companies that 
sink below a certain depth are heavily subsidised by Government, which merely stipu- 
lates to be paid from resulting profits. 

Tiie Chinaman has been in the countiy for many years — as shepherd in the early 
days, and then as market-gardoaer, cheap joiner, and grocer. As a market-gardener he 
is unsurpassed. His gardens are models of neatness, and are kept up with untiring 
industry. As for the natives,, owing to the kind but firm treatment they met with at 
Gracemore, they have never been very troublesome ih this district. The only conflicts , 
there have been wore in the veiy early days, with a band of marauders, who came from 
the direction of Gladsjx)ne, and were said to have been guilty of the notorious massacre 
at Moun\ Larcombe Station. Since then peaceful relations have always prevailed, and 
the blac.kfellBws have hunted and fished, and worked occasionally, and held their 
'®**corrobborees ” as long as they were numerous enough. It would be useless to tell in 
fifll the stoiy of the decline of an inferior race in contact v^ith the %hite man: suffice 
it to say, that they are now a miscrablep remnant, as is shown every year on the^^ 
Queen’s birthday,* when they come to get their blankets. They used to drink them- 
selves cnad with the white man’s spirits, so publicans «were forbidden by law to ' 
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svpply them. The law is the more* easily carried out, as the blacks themselves have 
yielded to other attractions, and the yellow man’s vice of opium-smoking is the one 
they ding to now. Without the drug they will do nothing, but for a very fi^v penny- 
worths of it they will do a day’s work. Many a squatter,* therefore, in his* dealings with^ 
tiyj natives, has felt within him the conflict between his conscience and his interests — a 
conflict only too oft^n decided in favour of the latter. • The legislature has again 
stepped in to save thtf blackfellow. from his bane, and now all persons are forbidden to 
supply hint with opium under a penalty of £20. It will be interSstiug to^sce hgw the 
law works, or if it works at all. 

There is no s{)aco in*tUis article to give an account of the Kanaka or South Sea 
Islander. It is enough to say here that ho is a cheap labourer, and as such is ob- 
jectionable to* the workiuj^-man, but he ds employed now chiefly in such tropical labour 
as the white man is probably unable to perform ; and as ho cannot bo introduced in 
unlimited numbers, he is not so dangerous a rival as j.ho Chinaman. 

Rockhampton has a bad reputiftion for extreme heat. No doubt tlie .summer is 

long and hot, but no longer or hotter than is to be expected in such a latitude. 

Statistics show that the shade temperature during the six years 1879—1884 never 

reached 100^. That cannot be said of Melbounie or Adelaide, where the record riscs^at 
• - * . . . . *. 
times to 112*^’ or Certainly it is not so hot iu Rockhampton but that many of ^its 

citizens who lead sodentaiy lives prefer the summer to the winter. Whatever may bo 

said of thb summer, the winter is cold enough to make Arcs comforting, and to drive 

a man to bksk in the sunshine. For those who lead an outdoor life, the weather at 

this season is perfect, “ ’Tis bright, ’tis heavenly,” ’tis Queensland winter, in fact. 
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THE BLI/'E MOUNTAINS. . 

A'Hoalth lle8ort — Darwin's Visit — Origin of the Name — ^The Emu Plains — The Zigza^rs — ^Early Explorations 
— “Tho Explorers* Tree" — Weatherboards —Wentworth Falls— Katoomba — Govett*» Leap— Blackheath — 
, An Inland Sea Coast — A Blue Mountain Valley — ^Mount Victoria — ^Tho Lithgow^Zigzag — Lithgow. 

XT is very fortunate for the people of Sydney that they have the Blue Mountains within 
easy reach. The only fault that the ordinary visitor dares to find with Sydney Harbour 
is the absence of mountains in the immediate foreground. The Blue Mountains form 
a very distant background, tind in the days .when ’ travelling was difficult the range 
was too far away to be visited. It recpiired the strong attraction of gold to draw people 
ill afiy large number across the mountains. The best friends of Sydney kllow that their 
fair city can be very hot, and hot with a close and clammy heat, which trios the con- 
stitution whilst it bleaches the countenance. In the summer time the wealthy folk 
of Sydney travel far afield, to Hobart, or to New Zealand, but those who cannot spare 
the time, or aftbrd the expense, are delighted to * have bracing mountain air within 
reach of a few hours* train journey. The use of the Blue Mountains as a health resort 
and a holiday playground is increasing year by year. The district was thus used first 
by those who cwore wealthy enough to build themselves villas, which were often passing 
''simple in 'their structure, but involved a double establishment — town-house, and 
* country-house. Now there are large and comfortable hotels, as w-ell as many lodging- 
'houses, making charges suited to almost any purse. ‘ It may bo tdnfidontly predicted 
that both classes will increase: there will bo more villas and more lodging-hoiisea 
Shrewd speculaWs, who saw this, have already bought up the land: ground which % 
decaefe ago could have been bought by the acre almost a(<, a nominal price is now sold 
by the foot 
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• It is the railway that has made .the fame of the Blue Mountains. Some fifty years 
ago Charles Darwin cahie to Sydney in H.M.S. Beagle, He made a trip into the interior 
as faE jGis BatSiurst the whole, he does not seem to have enjoyed his visit to« 

Australia, judging, from the remarks in his “ Naturalist's Voyage,'* and ospecfcilly from 
h^ concluding words : “ Farewell, Australia ! you are a rising child, and doubtless some 
day will reign a gi^at princess in the South ; but you are ^too great ifnd ambitious for ‘ 
affection, yet not great enough for respect. I leave your shores without JsorroAV or* 
regret" We must remember, however, that in those days it wjis lyird work to travel. If 
the eminent man of science could shortly before his death have paid Bathurst another 
visit, full of years ^as crowned with honour and with the .respect of his follows, he would 
have found it miiich more easy to approach the place, and much more comfortable to see 
the same sights that ho saw before. His remarks with respect to the shape and formation 
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t>f the mountain* lange are. still of the utmost interest and valuoi and will be freely used 
in this account. ^ • 

There is no doubt about the origin ot the name. The 'ineujitains are called 
Blue because they look blue from a distance. Almost all mountains, when seen 
*^m afar, have something of a blue haze, but Australian mountains have mor<^ of this 
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than others. Some think the circumstance is duo «to the blue gum-trdbs, and to oxhaU*' 
tions therefrom; but this is, to say the least df it, doubtful Hbro is a little extract 
.from a correspondent of the Melbourne Argus: “They are ^ell and hkppily, yarned. 
All of our Australian mountains are blue in the distance, but none, I think, so blue as 
those. Their Uueness .... seems a positive colouring, and not a mere effect ^f 
distance. It begins so very close to you, and deepens into sucli deep ultramarine 
^farther away.” 

As far as Ponrit^j and Emu Plains, two railway stations o^ different sides* of the 
Nopeair liivoi^ the line has ascended very little. At the latter tlie train^ has come loss 
than fortiy milcif from Sydney, and has not risen ninety feet abbve the gea level. Penrith 
IS an old-fashioned looking town — that is, old for Australia; and beUween SjVlney and 
Penrith the traveller, unless ho be very now to thp colonies, has«found comparatively little 
to look at. Penrith itself is chiefly famous* for its tubular railway bridge across 
the broad River Nepean. Uarwin crossed in a ferry-boat; and certainly there is a 
striking contrtvst between the old •and the new crossing. Emu Plains is on the moun- 
tain side of the rive^r Darwin complains that the mountains w'cre not “a bold chain 
crossing the country,” but “ a sloping plain, presenting merely an inconsiderable front.” 
As a systematic man, ho must have written his journal day by day, as he went along, 
and probably did not afterwards alter what ho had written. One can but fancy that 
before his ride aemss the mountains 'to Bathurst and back was at ^n end ho must have 
been satisflod with the difficulties of the mountains. This same inconsiderable front of 
which ho speaks caused the railway enginoors no slight trouble. On each ^ido of the 
groat mountain wall the steady climb has been overcome by the use^of zigzags. “The 
mode of progression,” says the local guide-book, “up the seemingly inaccpssible heights 
is precisely that which a man naturally adopts* as the easiest in ascending a stoop bank 
. — taking a few stops to the right, and then to the left, and thus gradually scaling the 
height.” Each of the zigzags is in three sections. The engine pulls the train up the 
first, pushes it backwards up the second, and then pulls forward once more up the third 
incline. In the present day this is not thought by everyone the perfection of engineer- 
ing, alid many maintain that the continuous ri.se by windings up the hill-side is superior, 
as, for instance, in the Brenner railway, on which at one station you seem immediately 
above the last, though your train has made a long loop between the two. 

The Blue Mountains zigzags are, however, well worth the close inspection of those 
interested in railway engineoring. Everyone who visits the mountains will see the first, 
but the second, on the other side, will oven better repay a visit, and should not be 
neglected. On the first there, is one colossal viaduct. It is composed of seven arches, 
five of fifty feet® span, and two of twenty, arfd the total length is 388 feet ; the greatest 
height <from ^the gully bed being 12G feet By this zigzag something like 700 feet is 
"ascended, and afterwar(Js the train-line winds about on its j<pimey inJbhe ordinary way, 
Ih the course of the next fifty miles it will rise nearly 3,000 feet more. But it was the 
first step that cost the trouble, and plenty of money too. The first 700 feet had to bo* 
, climbed in the space of a mile or two ; the later ascent is taken more gradually. 
In asctoiding the zigzag the traveller is sure to be admiring the view. He may be 
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t(ramcd, however,* not^to fancy tliafhe^has plenty of time to take in the wide prospect 
that he sees. For this particular scenery the time that he has is all too short. The 
zigzag •takes Iiim up the side. When once the top of the first height is reached, thcJ 
view over the edgt) is no longer to be seen. As the traifi rushes on, occasional boautifuh 
prospects are to be enjoyed, sometimes on the one side and sometimes on the other; 
but often they are rtiore peeps. If the visitor stop at almost any station now, ho will 
find iv\thin reach of^ a short •wj^^k scenery that will repay it, whilst the inhabitAnts 
will very likely tell him not to venture further. Ilut it is not ^ur intention, after the 
manner of a •guide-book, to dilate on the separate objects to bo seen within a short 
radius of the railway, stations. If the 
traveller be wise, •he will hold on his way 
undistracted* to the centres of interest. 

These are A\’^cnt worth (formerly Weather- 
board), Katoomba, Blaekhcath, and lastly 
Mount Victoria. The second and foiwth of 
these places have roomy and comfortable 
hotels, a^d probably most visitors arc of 
the t^union conveyed in a humorous 
advert! sofnent in a book not generally 
consulted for humour, the English 
“ Bradshaw ” : “ Believe me, sir, the finest 
scenery in the •world* is much improved 
by a good hotel in the foreground.” 

The railway lino, it may be men- 
tioned, has taken the same route as the 
original road, made by enforced labour. 

This fact speaks well for the care and 
skill with which the original survey was 
made. Some •little history of the o])en- 
ing tip of the Blue Mountains may be 
hero inserted. Within ten years of the fii^st settlement at Sydney, George Bass, 
the intrepid explorer, of whom an iiccount is given in the previous article but one, 
had ventured up to the foot of the mountains, but, unable to })onctrate further, 
had returned to Sydney with the report that it was “ impossible to find a ])assago 
even for a person on foot.” The first explorers who succeeded in reaching any 
distance up the mountains were Blaxland, Lawson, and Wentworth. To com- 
memorate the exploit, three railway stations along the line have , been named 
after these three Ihtrepid men. Gregoiy Blaxland was a squatter, liwing not far . 
from Penrith. lieutenant WilKam Lawson w'as a young officer in the anny. ^It 
is pleasant to read that when the country on the west of the mountains was 
occupied, which followed closely on this enterprising journey, Liputenant Lawson 
received the command of the troops stationed there. Within four years ^ and a 
few months after this famous ioumev he was at the head of the militarv and 
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civil departments in the infant Bathurst The third and ^roun^t of the three 
afterwards attained the greatest fame. William Charles Wentworth, who, at the time 
•of the journey in 1813 was under twenty-two, was in later# life the ^eatest orator 
^^d one of the greatest statesmen that Now South Wales has yet had. The Sydney 
University honours him as its founder ; and a town — ^now small, but with a future before 
it — situate on the River Darling, a mile or so above its junction with the Murray, com- 
memorates his name. The furthest point that these* three explorers reached was 
about a mile and half on the Bathurst side of Katoomba. At thi9 point,, to 
quote t^e words of . a later explorer, they "conceived that they had sufficiently • accom- 
plished the design of their uAdertaking, having surmounted* all thew difficulties which 
hod hitherto prevented the interior of* the country from being explored. They had 
partly cleared, or at least marked out, a road .by which thef passage of the mountain 
might be easily , effected. Their provisions wore nearly expended, their clothes and 
shoes were in very bad condition, and the whole party were ill with bowel complaints.’^ 
Being thus forced by illness and want of supplies to» turn, the three carved their initials 
on a tree, which stands by the side of the road, and is visible from the railway line. Of 
late years the tree, which is known as " The Explorers’ Tree,” has been protected# by a 
fence, buttressed by a low wall, to which an inscription has been affixed. It is un- 
fortunate that the inscription reads like a glorification not of the explorers but of the 
Minister, who must, at any rate, be held responsible for the gramijiar. 

This wall and fenoo has Qtie) been erected by tbe Hon. J. S. Faruell, Eiaq., Ministor for Lands, to pre- 
serve this tree marked by 

Blaxland, 

Lawson, 

Wjsntwobth, 

, being the farthest distance reachei in their first attempt to cross the Bine Mountains in the month of 
May, A.D. 18^?. 

On the tree itself, amid many uninteresting carvings of modern date, the letters 
W and L are still visible, though time has obliterated the B altogether. sThe design of 
the undertaking was indeed accomplished. On the return of the explorers, the Governor 
sent a surveyor, named G. W. Evans, to extend the discoveries, and he, within six 
months, penetrated to where Bathurst now stands, 100 miles beyond the tree; and 
within two years a rood was finished to the future tovm. ijjabour, of course, was cheap, 
and it was important to find work for the convicts. Napoleon, it may be added, so 
os to give a clearer time-mark than a mere date, was then at Elba, and five months 
had yet^to pass before the Battle of Waterloo. 

WeathertoflErds are planks nailed so that one overlaps the other, in order to prevenit 
^ the rain frofn penetrating. The expression is much commoner Jh Australia than in 
England, as wood is nuch more used in building. * In the early,, days many places 
came to bo called Weatherboard, after some cottage or hut which was used as a 
landmark, and to^ help out descriptions. But the name after a while became ridiculous, 
and lacking in distinctiveness. The name of the Weatherboard Fails has been 
changed, but— except that care is now taken of the traveller by the erection of fences 
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io prevra^t his lum^ling over, that* trees have been planted in the reserve, and that 
good pathways are maintained — nothmg else has been changed; and Mr. Darwin’s is 



> THB VALLEY OF THE GE08B. 


still the best description of the view fix>m the top of what are, now known as the 
Wentworth Falls: — 

Following down a* little valley and its tiny rill of water, an imm^se gulf 
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unexpectedly opens through the trees which border the pathway, At the depth of per« 
haps 1,500 feet. • Walking on a few yards, one stands on the brhiK of a vast precipice,- 
and below one sees a grand bay or gulf — ^for 1 know not what 4 )ther name to give it — 
thickly cotrerod with forest. The i>oint of view is situated as if at the head of a bay, 
the line of cliff diverging on each side, and showing headland behind headland, as 09 . 
a bold sea-coast These clifis are composed of horizontal strata of whitish sandstone, 
and are so absolutely vertical that in many places a person standing on the edgQ and 
» throwing down a ston^ can see it strike the trees in the abyss below. So uifbroken is 
the line*" of clitt', that in ord.er to reach the foot of the waterfall formed# by this little 
stream it is said to bo necossafy to go sixteen miles roim(b ^Apove five miles distant 
in front another lino of cliff extends, which thus appears completely to encircle the 
valley; and hence the name of the bay is justified, as applied to this gfand amphi- 
theatri(;al depression. If we imagine a winding harbour, with its deep water surrounded 
by bold clift-liko shores, to bo laid dry, and a forest to spring up on its sandy bottom, 
we should their, have the appearance and structure Jiere exhibited. This kind of view 
was to 1110 quite novef, and extremely magnificent.” 

Katoomba is a place of veiy recent growth, but it bids fair to be thp ca|)ital 
and iientre of the Ifiiie Mountain District. Of course, the greatest jealousy prevails 
betw5en various places along the line, but Katoomba, though younger, has* afready 
passed its rivals. Katoomba has coal, and for those who like mining — not a 
universal taste — the Katoomba mine, with its tram worked by a steel cahle two- 
and-a-half iniles long, and weighing five-and-a-half tons, is worthy o^ a visit. But 
coal, it may be said, though remunerative to mine-owners, is not picturesque, so 
it must bo added that the coal keeps fairly out of sight, and that the beauties of 
scenery lie everywhere around Katoomba ofters special attractions for the honey- 
moon, and in this connection it is not unknown in Sydney to “those about to 
marry.” The visitor must visit the Katoomba Falls, the Orjihan Rock, the Leura 
Falls, a cliarining spot known as the “Meeting of the Waters,” and in another 
direction Nelly’s (lion. The Orphan Rock is so called because it stands quite apart 
from tlie rest, and the probability is that, at a inore or less remote period, the 
separation was eflected by a convulsion of nature. 

Nelly’s Glen is from Katooniba a long but very pretty walk. If it bo the 
right season of the year, say spring or very early summer, this glen ^vill bo 
found an admirable place to gather that striking largo bright-red flower — ^the waratah. 
Some early’ settlers gave it the name of the Australian tulip, but it must in 
consciencQ be added that there is no I’csemblance to the bulb for which the Dutch 

collectors gave so* much. 

* “Peasant prirls with deep blue eyes, 

And hands that offer early flowers,” 
c • 

sell the waratah at; railway stations for a consideration. 

One warning nyiy bo given to prevent ‘disappointment on the part of the visitor. 
. Australia is a dry country, and the waterfalls have no body of water. They are lofty, 
but except under quite special circumstances are thin and sSanty, not to be compared 
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lo such falls as Ihe ^Schaifhausen, on the Rhine, or even as the Lodoro ; much rather 
they belong to the tribe of the Staubl)ach. These falls also in a high wind look like 
fine dust ISTow and then it is given to a visitor who docs not mind a wetting UJ 
sec, after a tropical downpour, the fall at Govett’s Lcaj* in all its glory, but such fv 
ij^ght comes to the lot of few amongst its many visitors, and to most the falls upon 
the Blue Mountains^ are only what Darwin calls tiny lills, trickling over the edge 
of a, precipice. That a groat body of water, some broad river or spreading lake, 
amid the* acres and square miles of forest trees upon which *wo look down, would » 
improve the .prospect, is certainly the thought of most who gaze upon tlic scene. 
But there arc those whef tjiink that something \^ould be deducted froin the weirdness 
of the scene. • 

The most famous spot upon the mountains is Govett’s Leap, which is best 
approached from the station called Blackheath — probably a reminiscence of the 
neighbourhood of London, where it is said the “ Black ” 'was originally “ Bleak.” There 
is nothing, however, but the name to remind a Visitor of anything English. In 
Mr. Darwin’s time “ the Blackheath was a very comfortable inn, kept by an old soldier,” 
reminding him of the small inns in North AVales. No Govett, it should bo remarked, 
over leapt over those falls. Legends soon gather round a spcjt, and some make 
Govett disconsolate lover, and some a bushranger driven to dosporatiou. He* was 
really a surveyor euffaged in his professional *wofk, and far too sensible to think of 
jumping •^down. The word leap is said to bo a Cumbrian provincialism for waterfall, 
with which explanation the fanciful legends disappear. 

lbs great interest and scientific value must be our excuse for making the following 
long extract from Mr. Darwin’s account of the spot: — 

“ Very early in the morning I walked about three miles to see Govett’s Leap, a 
view of a similar character with that near the AVeatherboard, but perhaps even more* 
stupendous. So early in the day the gulf was filled with a thin blue Ifaze, which, 
although destroying the general cftect of the view, added to the apparent depth at 
which the forest was stretched out beneath our feet. These valleys, which so long 
presented an insuperable barrier to the sittempts of the most enterprising of the colonists 
to reach the interior, are most remarkable. Great arm-like bays, expanding at their 
upper ends, often branch from the main valleys and penetrate the sandstone platform ; 
on the other hand, the platform often sends promontories into the valleys, and even 
leaves in them great, almost insulated, masses. To descerul into some of these valleys 
it is necessary to go round tvrenty miles; and into others the surveyors have only 
lately penetrated, and the colonists have not yet been able to drive in their cattle. 
But the most remarkable feature in their structure is, that although several miles wide 
at their heads, they generally contract towards their mouths to such a. degree as to 
become impassable. The Surveyor-General, Sir T. Mitchell, evlcavourcd in vain, first 
walking and then by crawling between the great fallen fragments of sandstone, to ascend 
through the gorge by which the river Grose joins the Nepean; yet ^ the valley of the 
Grose in its upper part as I saw, forms a magnificent level basin some miles in width, 
and is on all sides surrSunded by clifls, the summits of which are believed to bo 
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nowhere less than 3,000 feet above the level of the sea. When cattle are driven int^ 
the valley of the Wolgon by a path (which I descended), partly natural and partly 
made by the owner of the land, they cannot escape ; for this ^valley is ifi every .other 
^art surrcftinded by* perpendicular cliffs, and eight miles lower down it contracts from 
an average width of half-a-mile to a mere chasm, impassable to man or beast Sir T. 
Mitchell states tKat tho great valley of the Cox river, with all its branches, contracts^ 
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where it unites with the Nepean, into a gorge 2,200 yards in width, and about 1,000 
feet in depth. Other similar cases might have been added. 

“ Tho first impression on seeing the correspondence of the horizontal strata on each 
side of these Willeys and great amphitheatrical depressions,- is that they have been 
hollowed out, like other valleys, by the action of water ; but when* one reflects on thd 
enormous amount of stqne which on this view must have been removed through mere 
gorges or cavoms,c one is led to ask whether these spaces may not have subsided. But 
considering the form of the irregularly-branching valleys, and of the narrow promontories 
projecting into them from tho platforms, we are compelled to abandon this notion. To 
attribute these hollows to the present alluvial action would be preposterous ; nor does 
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Ihe drainage froth the summit-leveL always fall, as I remarked near the Weatherboard, 
into the head of these valleys,, but into ’one side of their bay-like recesses. Some of the 
inhabitants remarked to^ine that they never viewed one of those bay-like recesses, with 
the headlands reeeding on both hands, without being struck with their resethblaiice to 
^ bold sea-coast. This is certainly the case; moreover, on the present coast of New 
South Wales, the numerous, fine, widely-branching harboiy's, which rfro generally con- 
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nected with the sea by a narrow mouth worn through the sandstone coast-cliffs, varying 
from one mile in width to a quarter of a mile, present a likeness, though on a miniature 
scale, to the great valle5^s of the interior. But then immediately occurs the startling 
difficulty, why has the sea worn out these great, though circumscriboti depressions on a 
wide platform, an<f left mere gorges at the openings, through which the w^jolc vast 
amount of tritiu^ited matter must have been carried away ? TJ[io only light I ^^an throw 
upon this enigma is by remarking that banks of the most irregular. forms appear tef bo 
now forming in some seas, as in parts of the West Indies and in tjio Red Sea, and that 
their sides are exceedingly steep. Such banks, I have been led to suppose, have; been^ 
formed by sediment heapfed by strong currents on an irregular bottom. That® in some 
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cases the sea, instead, of spreading out sediment p a uniform sheets heaps it round 
submarine rocks and islands, it is hanlly possible to doubt, after Examining the charts 
of the West Indies ; and that the waves have power to form high and pretipitous ^cliffs, 
even in land-locked harbours, J have noticed in many parts, of Souj/h America. To 
Supply those ideas to the sandstone platforms of New South Wales, I imagine that the 
strata were heaped by the action of strong currents, and of the unxlurations of an open 
»oa, on an irregular bottom ; and that the valley-like spaces thus left unfilled had their 
steeply sloping flank;? worn into clifls, during a slow Elevation of the land; the wom- 
down s£gi(lstoiv3 bcing**removcd, cither at the time when the narrow gorges were cut 
by the retreating sea, or subsequently by alluvial action.” 

lly way of suppleiuont to this passage from Mr. Darwin, wo*may tjke the following 
excellent description of a Blue Mountain valley, contributed to the London S^pectator : — 
“ A turn in' the path shows an opening irt the bush, and in a moment wo are 
looking forward fifteen miles across a valley twelve hundred feet deep. A valley 
indeed ! but like no other valley anywhere existing save in poet’s vision, or fable of 
Eastern enchantment. •Here is no *brao,’ sloping gently from the mountain-crest to the 
bottom of the vale ; the cliff on which wo stand is absolutely perpendicular, and^ the 
vast tract below, except a few isolated hills in the far distance, is perfectly* flat. It 
seeing as though the land had sunk gently down in its integrity, bearing .wfeh it 
undisturbed the forest which for many a mile covers the whole broad bottom of the 
gulf, and leaving a stark precipice in the rent bosom of the earth. The forcftit below 
exactly resembles that in the shade of which wo stand. Above, the trpos grow thick 
to the very edge of the cha.sra ; below, the branches brush the foot of the precipitous 
wall. • Here and there a patch *of gniss, green wdth the moisture of rivulets that run 
unseen beneath the trees, smiles brightly in the* sun. 

“ Straight across the valley, ten miles away, the bush becomes gradually less dense, 
and for several miles on this side of a bank of violet haze, fifteen miles distant, 
be 3 ’ond which we cannot see, there is open pasture. A white house, the dwelling-place 
of a squatter, lies just Avithin the verge of the forest. The smoke of a gpm-Avood fire 
issues Isom the roof and hangs aloft in an azure cloud. No other sign of human life 
appears. To the right, a quarter of a mile oft* our view is blocked abruptly by a 
promontory Avhich stands out several hundred j^ards further into the valley. If we 
coidd see boj’ond it nothing would appear but the same level floor, covered with the 
same leafy carpet — so immense is the depth, that the forest scarcely seems more than 
a thick yielding carpet — which stretchefS fifty miles, as we can see, and wo know not 
how ntiKih farther, on our left side. On this, the left side, avc can follow the enormous 
escarpment, trenching slightly forward from our point of view for four or five miles. 
Its irregularity* is wondcrfiil. Everywhere* perpendicular, it stands Jike some majestic 
coast, worn b/ the roll of Atlantic billows; its fretted coves flanked by jutting nesses; 
its « sweeping bays * basfioned impregnably ’ by broad-fronted capes. * Marvellous in 
proportion and outline, this stupendous curtain of rock astonishes almost as much by 
the boldness and singularity of its colouring. Whitish-grey from the foot upwards for 
‘'four-fifthe of its height, it is cvcryirvhei'e surmounted by •a broad even band, or 
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continuous comi<^, oi a clouded rose-colour. In a degree striking even among the 
landscapes of a sunn^ clime, the scene -is steeped in colour. The deep-blue sky, with 
its few fleecy^ gleaming clouds; the veil of shimmering haze and sapphire wreath of, 
smoke; the indigo gulf below, with its emerald glades (like patches on a green sea 
where sunbeams fall through rifts in an overshadowing cloud), on one side stretching t<y‘' 
the farthest zone of vision, on the other bounded by the giant rampart with its battle- 
ment of coral — all combine to intoxicate, without satiating, the w'hole being, like a deep ’ 
draughtp of wine ‘ when it is reel,’ nn a suftusive libation of sumptuous colour. Admira- 
tion falls faintly from the lips, or, hushed by the serene glory ’bf the scene, remains 
unuttered. Ifany hours jnight wo gaze, forgetting time; and care, without any loss of 
delight or diminution • of *our wonder ; nor coifld custom stale the joy, or daily 
familiarity by aught impair the exulting reverence, which such a prospect would ever 
inspire.” There is enthusiasm here, but*fio one who is in s position to judge will accuse 
the writer of exaggeration. 

Mount Victoria is a township which still contcjids with Katoomba for pride of 
place upon the mountains. Coal wifl win beyond a doubt, but Mount Victoria is a very 
charming place. It is central and convenient ; many excursions can be made from it. 
It is^me^of the places from which trips arc made to the Fish River Caves. Kxcept 
for th» eijd of the drive to the caves — and the drive ends in a walk of two miles d-pwn 
hill, and down a very steep hill too — the Moiuit Victoria route is superior to the one 
more genially used.* It is all a question of roads, and as Governments are liberal in 
opening up show-places, this route will be improved, and then will itself ultimately bo 
superseded in favour of a road from Katoomba. I’edestrians who arc not frightened at 
twenty-six miles go that way now, and some day a good road is sure to be n/adc, 
though the bare thought of such a thing seems flat treason to the good people of 
Oberon and Tarana. 

Tlie traveller must go to a guide-book or a railway time-tabki it be, wonts to 
know the names of all the stations along the line. A gi*cat convenience is allowed by 
the Railway Department, which permits travellers to go to and fro on goods trains, 
and in the summer even attaches a passenger carriage to them. This makes the ehi<if 
places on the mountains easily accessible to visitors, who will find tho mountains very 
grand, with their deep gorges and rugged sc.enery. Splendid is the changing effect of 
light and shadow as the train passes in and out of tho various cuttings. "I’lierc need 
be no fear of raising high expectations, for no one — not even those who have travelled 
far and wide — can bo disappointed. 

A description of the Blue Mountains may be properly closed by some account of 
tho Lithgow or further Zigzag. Here is such an account from the pc^i of Mr. Edwin 
Burton : — “ Some of J:he cuttings through hard stone are from forty to fifty feet deep, 
tho gradient of the line being one in forty-two, with tho exception of one part near the 
reversing station, *t\rhich is one in sixty-six. Tho height of tlie nine arches crUssirjg 
No. 3 Viaduct on the middle line is seventy-six feet from tho surface to the rail level. 
Just beyond the tunnel (about the middle of tho Zigzag), which is seventy-five yards 
long and cut through the ^pur of tho rock, is tho scene oi a great blasting operation. 
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Threo-and-a-half tons of gunpowder, deposited in ^borings made in .different parts of 
the rock to be removed, were fired simultaneously by means 6f a powerful electric 
•battery by the Countess of Jielmorc. The next cutting is eighty feet higiL There are 
^several oilier cuttings and embankments, which it is unnecessaiy to particularise. The 
fall from the Clarence Tunnel to the bottom of the Zigzag is 687 feet ; and the length 
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in which this descent has been gained is five miles. A tolerably good view of this 
great engineering achievement may be obtained from the spurs which form the 
boundijry-Hnd of the gully. The best view, however, is undoubt^pdly to be obtained 
from the bottom of the gully itself. The cost of this ^ part of the railway was between 
£20,000 and £25,000 per mile.” 

At the bottom of the Zigzag lies the* town from which it is named, Lithgow, a 
place, it may fairly bo prophesied, with a magnificent future, but like all pli^es that 
are rich in minerals, and bent upon working them, not beautiful. Lithgow, it must 



MounTiAnw J 


LITHOOW. 


,49 

in •sorrow be said, i? iH)t at all in ke&pii^ with the scenery through which the visitor 
passes to reach it There are five collieries, producing upwards of 200,000 tons per 
annum,* and affording employment for some 200 hands Both the immediate ^vicinity 
and the country dround are rich in coal, iron ore, and freestone, uqd there is a 
plentiful supply of, water from the stream which runs through the township The 
population is about 3,500 No intending visitor, it may •be added, need fear that 
there wil| be no room for him at the inns, for JLithgow can boast of as many 
as ^ight hotels. 
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GEELONG— TOWN AND DISTRICT. 

Situation — Corio Bty -The Riirer — History — Noble Sigrht — A Spirelens Town— Tradct—Proteotion — ViticuUnie 

— The Schools— The Botanical Gardena — Hospitality — **The Pivot*’ — The Neighbourhood— Hinsdale — 

Portorlington— Qneensoliff — “The Bip” — ^Armaments. 

' ' 

rr^BE tojvn of ''Tieelong stands on the northern side of the ne5k of land 

between* Bass’s Straits and Corio Bay. (Corio, by the way, is a native name, to be 
pronounced with a long i.) This neck is about eight miles in width, and the Geelong 
district may bo roughly described as the peninsula extending eastw&rds from the neck 
of land to Port Phillip Heads. This peninsula" is about twenty-two miles in length, and 
from ten to thirteen in breadth from north to south. It is bounded on the south by 
Bass’s Straits, on the west by ^o Barrabool hills, on the north by Port Phillip Bay 
and its western adjunct, Corio Bay, and on the •cast by Port Phillip Bay. The river 
Barwon, which runs about half-a-mile south of Geelong, rises in the Otway ranges, and 
is joined a few miles above the town by the Moorabool. It is a fine ^,stre.Am, and 
for the last twenty miles of its course averages eighty yards in breadth. Just below 
its junction with the Moorabool ther^ rises on the northern side of the river a steep 
miocene clilf, which extends westward in the direction of Batesfsrd. The valley of the 
Barwon presents at this point a beautiful prospect, hemmed in as it is to the right by 
the green Moorabool hills, and to the left by the white miocene ridge, while the green 
and fertile plains above the junction stretch away westward, with that look of 
illimitable space which scarce any but Aiist^lian landscapes possess. 

Following the ridge to the east and north, the traveller descends upon Geelong, 
which is situated on the gently sloping hills which line this portion of Corio Bay. 
The town has the Bay for its northern, and the Barwon for its southern boundary, 
and thus possesses good natural drainage, an advantage which few Australian towns can 
bo i^aid to have. Corio Bay is a fine natural harbour some twelve miles ‘in circumference. 
The You Yangs, which rise to the north-west of it, bear some resemblance to Vesuvius 
in shape, and the intense blue of the Bay has often given rise to a not inapt comparison 
with the Bay of Naples. 

As one passes to the eastward beyond Corio Bay the land trends somewhat to the 
north, and the miocene rock again appears. Further to the east the miocene 
overlies carboniferous rocks, which have been bored for coal, but without result. The 
northern coa$t of the Geelong peninsula is elevated some 200 feet above the waters of 
Port Phillip Bay ; and it is a noteworthy fact that a volcanic formation consisting of an 
older basalt than is found on the Werribee plains occurs along this coast To the 
decomposition of this basalt is duo the rich soil of the Bellmne hills and other 
parts of the northern part of the peninsula. Four or five miles from QueenscliiF, 
which is on the extreme east of the peninsula, extensive estuary deposits occur, which 
abound in recent sheila Near Point Lonsdale, and a few miles from QueensdUF, 
is a salt lake, which at a recent period was well stocked with oysters, as is 
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^toYod by the existence of a large ^itchen-midden formed at this place by the 
aboriginals. The land in the centre of the peninsula from Queenscliif to Wallington,^ 
a distance of eleven mites, is very poor, and is covered by stunted gum, wattle, grass, 
and heath. It is •mainly plciocene, of a sandy ferruginous character. ^ 

® Nine miles ^fom Queenscliff* the river Barwon flows into the •ocean, and, like 
most Australian rivefs, is impeded by a bar which render^ navigation impossible. As# 
the csow flies it is tVelve miles •from Geelong to the outlet of the Barwon, but the 
river chanYiel is about twenty-one miles in length. Leaving Geeldhg, the jiver ta^verscs 
alluvial flats, •some of 
which are very ^richly, 
grassed; and it ntay be 
remarked iit passing, 
that some of the best 
racing stock of the 
colony has been bred 
on the banks of the 
Barwon. JBefore enter- 
ing the sea, the river 
flov^5^ tiirfiugh a chain 
of lakes known by the 
general name of Lake 
ConnowaiTo, an? abo- 
riginal title, doubtless 
formed from the sound 
of the black swans as 
they rise in thousands 
from the water. On the 
southern side of the 
peninsula a lin<f of sand- 
hummocks borders the 
ocean, and on the landward side of these yellow dunes is found a thick undergrowth 
of ti-tree (melaletica) and honeysuckle, which in early spring, when covered by tho 
silvery clematis, presents a charming appearance. It is imjwssible to imagine anything 
more exhilarating than the air in this barren strip of coast, and it is not surprising 
that the people of Geelong are fond of trips to the small creeks which run into the 
ocean here, and in which good bream Ashing can be obtained. ^ 

New country as Australia Ts,. it is no easy task to obtain authentic information as 
to the early days of *the colonies. But it seems certain that the first whife man who 
stood on the present site of Geelong was the convict Buckley, whoift strange career is* well 
described in Mr. Labilliere's history of Victoria. He lived for some fime at Indented 
Heads, a point on the north-eastern part of the peninsula^ and in Company with his 
jiative frieiids ho made a journey of 100 miles from that spot to the westward. 
The settlement of Geelong appears to have been made immediately subsequent 
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to that of Molboume in 1836, for in 1837 we ,find- that at the iroquest of the settles 
a police magistrate and a small force of constabulaiy were appointed *‘t;p the Geelong 
‘district, Port Phillip.” ^ • • 

S The situation of Geelong is, without controversy, admirable. It stands upon the low 
hills on tho wcstpm arm of Port Phillip Bay, and is the natural outlet and port of that 
^tnio Australia Felix, the wo^m district of Victoria. There are, indeed, few towns in the 
whole of Australia or in New Zealand that are more picturesque, t'rom the top of 
New Town hill tho ^visitor can sec on the south, over the grey-green ''landscape 
inter.sectgd by the silver ribbon of the Barwoh, the flash of the southbm ocean; to 
the north lies Corio Bay, its azure waters providing a* feast for 'the eye ; imme- . 
diatoly below is spread tho town, whose white-walled houses are set off by a 
plentiful wealth of greenery. To the north-east, beyond Melbourne, lie the Dando- 
nong Ranges; directly north the dividing Range, capped by Mount Macedon, looms 
on tho blue horizon; while to the north-west can be descried Mount Buninyong, 
the volcanic peak which is the warder of tho ^old metropolis, Ballarat. Truly a 
noble sight seen under tho lustrous canopy of Australian skies. 
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and irr^gulor-sizcjd sloops and buildings, aro quite unlike our English streets, tney 
make a picturesque show, especially *as the sea is over and anon coming into 
sight, at Malta or ^enoa. The place is well supplied with churches, although* 
it is a noticeable, fact that none of them have line spires. The Church of* England, 
h^ three places of worship, one of which — Christ Church — looks as it had been 
bodily transferred* from some English country parish. Sj. Paul’s possesses the only 
peal of bells in the town. Thp Roman Catholics have two churches, one of which — * 
St Mary .and St Peter’s — ^has a fine rose window, and pron^ses to be the most 
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striking ecclesiastical edifice in Geelong. There arc also six Presbyterian, ton 
Wesleyan, four Baptist, and several other churches. The Convent of Mcmy, with its ^ 
beautiful chapel and buildings, is one of the ornaments of the town, Tuisiing from 
ecclesiastical to secular edifices, we may mention the Town Hall, the Chamber of Com- 
merce, and thp banks, the majority of them built of the fine brown sandstone from the 
adjacent Barrabool hills. At least three banks have fine buildings, whoso eafteriors 
much surpass those of the banking firms in Lombard Street The central point of 
the town is the market square, which contains a not inelegant clock-tower, surmounted 
by the omnipresent kangaroo, and also a theatre, with which are combined assembly- 
rooms and a gymnasium. 

The staples of Geelong trade are wool, wheat, and leather, and the value of the 
exports for 1884 was £1,151,430. There aro three jetties in Corio Bay, alongside which 
full-sized ships can lie, and, as a railway from the western district and another from 
Ballarat meet in the town, a considerable amount of wool and grain finds its way 
direct from Geelong to the Lopdon market Perhaps of more importance than, this 
trade is that of *the wool-inanufacturing industry, whoso mills are^ situated on the 
banks of the Barwon. These were started under the Protective^ system, and were 
the first woollen mills in operation in Victoria. At present there are four at work, and 
tJiey do a large businesa # The principal articles produced are blankets, shawis, and 
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tweeds. The Geelong woollens, being made of pure* wool, are knoi^ fdr their durability, 
and have a wide sale throughout Victoria and Ihe adjacent colonies. The woollen mills, 

' which still enjoy “ Protection," though of a very moderate amount, afe nevertheless 
rheavily handicapped, for the -raw material is but slightly cheaper -than in England, 
while labour, fuel, and machinery are all dear; moreover, the colonial material has 
to compete with the cheap shoddy of English and Gorman manufacturers. Under 
these circumstances the mills arc demanding increaepd Protection, and they ^ agree 
in asking Oovernmenjfr for a duty on the weight of woollen imports, and not, *as here- 
tofore, tor an W valoreM duty. The consumers, however, and slop-manufi%cturers, do not 
find it to their interest to agifee to jthis change. To politi^af economists, the condition 
of these cstablLshments is of extreme interest, as they owe their genesis to the dictum 
of John Stuart Mill that, in a young country temporary Protection is* n justifiable 
policy. They give employment to five hundred hands or more, and of course in- 
directly to many others. 

The town also possesses seVeral largo tannoiiies, fellmongeries, and wpol-washing 
works; and it may bo mentioned that at Batesford, not far from the town, are the 
largest paper-mills in the Southern hemisphere. Geelong is also the seat of somg vciy 
successful rope and agricultural-implement manufactories. In speaking of the*^ industries 
of Vieolong, reference must be made to the unfortunate condition of the viperous. 
1’he slopes of the Barrabool hills are elninently suited for viticulture, and until quite 
recently large numbers of vineyards were in existoiuro in the neighbourhood of the 
town. The appearance, however, of the dreaded Phylloxera vastatrix made it absolutely 
necessary to exterminate all the vines in the district, and, though some compensation 
has been made to the vignerons, the operation of the Phylloxera Act has been ruinous 
to most owners. It cannot bo doubted, however, that the general interests of Australia 
have boon subserved by the energetic measures which the Victorian Government in 
this case fldopted. 

The healthy situation of Geelong, and the facilities afibnled for sea-bathing, have 
made it a favoured spot, and consequently there am many handsome and well- 
appointed houses in the town and suburbs. Educational requirements arc well 
looked after. In the town and suburbs are numei-ous State schools, whose pupils 
have been eminently successful in the University examinations, while the Church 
of England Grammar Scdiool and the Geelong College may be mentioned among 
schools of a higher grade. The former, in constitution and working, is modelled on 
the linos of the groat English public schools. As a proof of the mental and physical 
standard to which this school has attixined, it may be stated that one of its pupils 
has recently obtained an open scholarahip at Oxford, and stood well in the examina- 
tion for th^ Ireland scholarship, while in 1886 old oarsmen ^f the school were 
rowing in both the Oxford and Cambridge Eights. « The school possesses buildings 
well adapted for. educational purposes — a school library and museum, together with 
a gymnasium, a. jrifle corps, a school paper, cricket, football, bicycle, lawn-tennis, 
and fives clubs, and a boat club, from which have come no less than • seven Uni- ^ 
versity oars in the course of the last ten years. The head-master is a Cambridge 
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[nan, J. Bracebri^e Wilson, of St John's College, and to his efforts during the 
last quarter of a eJntury the present high status of the school is due. While 
:he people of • Geelong have reason to be satisfied with the commercial progress of, 
their lown, it is a matter for deeper congratulation that on soil where fosty years 
ago gum-trees waved and aboriginals camped, there should now be stan^g institutions** 
which perpetuate <he best tnvditions of English school life. Tlie to^fn, by the way, 
possesses one weekly^ and two daily newspapers; one of tlio latter — the Advertiaer — • 
has bSen in existence for nearly half a century. ^ 

The Botanical Gardens, which border Corio Bay, arc laid oift with g^od taste, for 
the Board of ^fanagemenj; has had the sense 
bo preserve the nhtive flora,* and the beautiful 
wattle has not been foolishly removed to make 
way for deciduous English trees, whieh for 
eight months in the year cannot but present 
a melancholy aspect. In the Botanical 
Gardens are the ponds of the Fish Acclima- 
tisation Society, which has done good service 
by inlrodwcing English trout and other fish 
int^ tl¥) lakes and rivers of the Western Dis- 
brict. There are two other parks in Geelong, 
and ^ a QDvemment ^reserve about two miles 
from the town, very beautiful, both in its 
natural character and in its position. 

The water supply is obtained from throe 
reservoirs, situated at distances of six, twenty- 
three, and twenty-seven miles from the town 
and a further supply has been obtained by 
ta})ping the Eastern Moorabool, which adds 

129 million gallons yearly to the total. The average yearly consumption of water in 
Geelong is 200 million gallons, and as the storage capacity of the different reservoirs 
amounts to 600 million gallons, there is a fair margin of reserve against ordinary 
droughts. The average rainfall in the ctlstricts wliei’c the catchment area of the 
reservoirs is situated was a trifle over eighteen inches during a period of six years. 

The visitor will find the people of Ge^ong very hospitable and social. Like other 
Australians, they are fond of holidays, and delight in the open air and in athletic 
exercises. A good football match always attracts crowds of people, who follow the 
fortunes of. the game with an enthusiasm such as may have characterised the Greeks 
at an Olympian “ meeting.” For the benefit of English football players, it may be stated 
that the Victorian football is a combination of the Rugby and the Association* game, 
and when well fflayed is perhaps as interesting a form of atlvletic contest os the in- 
genuity of man has yet devised. • 

A common nickname of the town seems to call for a short explanation. In their 
patriotic ardour for the ney settlement the first inhabitants dubbed their townr **The 
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Pivot,” fondly believing that it would become the^ first city of Victos&a; and there are 
those who still hold that if tho earlier settlers had possessed stiificient enterprise and 
foresight, they might, by borrowing half a million, have cut the bar and secured much 
of the Melbourne shipping trade. Though early hopes were not realised, it affords 
* satisfaction to^tho inhabitants of Melbourne and Ballarat to keep up the sobriquet 

Tho name Geelong was originally applied by tho natives to Ppit* Phillip and Cofio 

Bays, while Corio was tho 'aboriginal name of the ground whcr<j the town of Geelong 
now stands. The ground was sold to Batman by tho* natives, for a consideration of 
which»4>eadsfand old!' muskets seem to have formed tho main port. 

Having atlded that Geelong was incorporated as a tgwn in 1849, and has a 

* * • Corporation Act of its 

- % own, and^ that it can 

* also boast of aldermen. 



a species of civic dig- 
nitaiy known in few 
other Australian towns, 
wo turn now to con- 
sider the places *m tho 
neighbourhood, c Pass- 
ing to tho eastwaid, tho 
visitor com«;s to tho 
small to\vn of Drysdale, 
situated about ten miles 
from Geelong, at a 
height of 200 feet above 
Port Phillip Bay The 


district is agricultural. 


GnAMMAR SCHOOL. 


and the land very fer- 


tile Some of it brings 

from «£30 to £35 an acre. About a mile from tho township are situated the Clifton 
Springs, which are strongly impregnated with iron, magnesia, and sulphur. A scheme 
is as present on foot to establish at Clifton an Australian spa, and there is eveiy 
probability of its being carried into effect, Tho population of Drysdale is between 300 
and 400 


Some five or six miles further east, on the shores of Port Phillip Bay, is the 
township of Portarlington. Here also tho land is exceedingly fertile; and Port- 
arlington, with a population of 700, is a thriving little place. There are fin© 
views from ,the heights, and as the bathing is good, many visitors find their way 
hero iff simfmer. 


, Queenscliff is situftted to the extreme east of the' Geelong penixf^lila, on a neck of 
land known as Shortland’s Bluff The higher part of the town stands on limestone, a nd 
as it is almost surlbunded by sea, and looks through tho Port Phillip Heads to the open 
straits,^ it is one of tho healthiest spots in Australia. Laige hotels have sprung up in ' 
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(jueenscliff, which, like Brighton in England, and other seaside places, has a regular 
season in the summer, when the hdt winds drive folks from Melbourne to cooler 
resorts. Quaensclitl* is ^also a great place for fishing, and is one of the sources from 
which comes thp Melbourne supply. ^Residents, indeed often complain that they 
cannot purchase fish because all that is caught is sent away to the coital. The baths 
are exceedingly good, and have been surrounded by a shar^-proof fence. The resident 
population is about .1,500, but tliis number is largely increased when the hotels are 
filled By “resident aliens.” The “Anglican stone church of St^Gooige, though of no* 
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great dimensions, is well proportioned, and contains fine stained-gloss windows^ 
Noticeable among the other buildings are the two lighthouses, so placed that when 
seen from seaward in line they form a leading line for vessels entering. The width 
of Fort Phillip Heads between Point Nepean on the oast and Port Lonsdale on 
the west is about 4,000 yards, but only about 1,600 yards of this distance is navi- 
gable, namely, the channel called “The Rip,” through which the tide runs with great 
velocity. Those wh« have been on the sea between the islands of Jur^ and.Scarba 
on the one side and the coast of Scotland on the other when f. strong tide is setting 
from the westward, will bo able to form an idea of “ The Rip.” 

Queenscliff, standing at the gate of* Victoria, is naturally ,tho centre of the 
colonial system of defence, and a brief account of the works in tEe neighbourhood 
may be given. The central fort sweeps the whole entrance to the bay, anfl ships 
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would bo exposed to its lire for four miles dowi; the bay, even supposing them to 
have successfully passed the front of the battery. The armament of the upper fort 
t>f the Queenscliff battery consists of three nine-inch miizzle4oading rifled guns of 
(welve anfl a half tons weight ; .while the lower fort is provided with four eighty-pounder 
muzzle-loading ^flod guns of four tons weigfit This armament has been increased 
by a nine-inch gun, mounted on a hydro-pneumatic disappearing , cafriage. On Poiift 
Nepean, immediately commanding “The Rip” from the opposite ^hore, is a powerful 
battery, armed with nine-inch and eighty-pounder gftns. At Swan Island, two miles 
from QAconsclilf, insi£ the bay, is another powerful battery, mounted as at Queens- 
cliffi THe South Channel and Frankston ‘batteries command the South Channel, 
the only water-way practicable for a 'laige man-of-war. In* addition to these defences, 
there is a comjdctoly matured scheme of torpedoes, lines of .which woulc^ be speedily 
laid in the channel in the event of war breaking out between Great Britain and any 
Power likely to cause trouble to the coloniea There is a detachment of the Victorian 
Permanent Artillery always stationed at Queenscliff, and, on the whole, it may be 
affirmed that hostile visitors would find Port Phillip Heads — defended as they are' by 
ironclads, torpedoes, torpedo-launches, and powerful batteries — a very ugly place to 
tackle. Queenscliff', moreover, is connected by rail with Geelong and Mellfourno, so 
that* it would bo easy to throw a large body of troops into the town in a vprjfc short 
time. • « 

The village of Kensington, situated about eight miles from Geelong on l^he slopes 
above Lake Connewarre, is well adapted for the growth of fruit-trees ; and in September, 
when the wattle is in full bloom, and the fruit-gardens are covered with white and 
pink* blossoms, this spot is well worth a visit 

In conclusion, it may be mentioned that tlie whole lower valley of the Barwon is of 
.recent formation, as is attested by the great number of marine shells which are to 
bo found •on the flats near its banks; and that at Spring Creek, sixteen miles 
from Geelong, facing the , ocean and partly covered at high tide, is a mioccne 
cliff 145 feet in height, one of the most remarkable instances in the ^ world of this 
class oY formation. The cliff is rich in fossils, and makes the heart of the geologist 
leap for joy. 



SPRINGFIELD TO THE WEST. COAST. 

OU-fasliioned Travelliiyr — ^The Southern Alps — Castle Hill — ^The Wainiukariri River and fftrge — ^The Bolleston 
Glaciers — Bealey Gorgre — ^The Devirs Punch Bowl — ^Arthur’s Pass— Zealot Flowers and Birds — 
The Koa — ^The Otira.Gorj^e and River. 

• • 

C ONSIDERED merely as a piece of perilous and sensational coach-driving, the 
ride froBfi Springfield to the West Coast of Now Zealand is an experience in 
travelling which c^ven % Jaded sightseer may ventjire ii\)on with reasonable Iiopes of 
finding something stimulating and fresh, and this altogether apart from the delicious 
clearness and buoyancy l>f the atmosfjlierc, the impressive grandeur of the scenery, 
and the copstant succession of interesting roadside details which appeal to the in- 
telligence and the artistic sensibilities of every traveller. The day is corning — it is 
now within measurable distance — when this gloriohs journey will b<f made under 
other conditions than those now possible : when we shall be rushed in a few hours over 
the distarice that now takes two whole days ; when, instead of pleasantly, if laboriously 
toiling up mountain roads after panting horses, we shall bo carried under the 
mountains by p toting engines; to bring about vrhich unhappy consummation cTtira 
Gorge •^vill be scored with ugly railway omCanlcmcnts, and miles of virgin forest 
will bo ll^id waste. Meanwhile, however, and for a few year's yet to come, this 
journey, iiiust be made in leisurely fashion, by coach, or on horseback, or afoot. At 
present the railway roaches no further than the western verge of the CanterJ)ury 
Plain, over which one is only too thankful to bo earned at railway speed. Tlio 
coach that plies between this point and Hokitika, on the West (^Wst, is one of 
those lumbering structures bung on leather springs which, when you come to try 
them, turn out so much better than they look. It is drawn by a team of flVe strong, 
well-fed horses ; and, given lino weather, robust health, and a box-seat, no more lively 
or agreeable style of travelling could be desired. 

The Southern Alps are entered at once — at first great rolling, brown, tussocky 
hills, scored with damp, grass-covered gullies, and cropped by thriving sheep. As the 
coach toils the spiral ascent towards Porter’s Pass (so culled after a surveyor of 
the name), one has an opportunity of realising how much depends on the docility of 
the horses and the skill and coolness of the driver. On the left is a steep clay 
cutting, above which the mountain slopes away to a crest hundreds of feet overhead, 
whilst on the right the hillside dips at a sharp angle down to the bottom of a gully, 
where the sheep grow small in perspective. And how easy is it to* imagine horses 
and coach rolling ddVn to the bottom of the ravine ! 

The telegrap]:i-post at the top of Porter’s Pass stands at a higher elevation* than 
any other in New Zealand. From this point the coach descends at«a spanking pace 
into the valley, at the bottom of which, to the left of the road, lies the little lake or 
tarn of Linden, formed by the drainage from the surrounding hills. It cannot be^ called 
n. pretty lake. The water* is dull in colour, and its shores are naked and desolate. 
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destitute of shrubs or trees; nor are there traces of animal life, unless, perhaps, 
stray sheep or a vagrant seagull. The mountains that rise up on either hand at 
this part of the route are in their way very grand. They generally taper. to the top 
^^.with a Cblerably uniform gradient The lower parts are covered vpth coarse, yellow 
'herbage, mostljLof tussock and wild Spaniard. The pinnacles into which the summits 
are split, and which are exposed to the constant action of seyere* weather-extremes, 
''have been gradually shattered into myriads of fragments, which descend the moimtain 
sides in greyish masses, like banks of screenings from* some gigantic stone-cnishftr; while 
the jaf^gcd edges of the mountain-top stand out from the sliding mass of disintegrated 
rubbish,* to be •subjected in their turn to the ‘pulverising action of heat and frost. 

Though the mountain scenery on this, the first part of fhe royte, docs not pre- 
sent the combination of grandeur and 
beauty which makes the fascination of 
the journey further on, yet the in- 
terest is continually stimulated by the 
singular configuration of the valley, the 
succession of lake and stream, shingle- 
bed, tussock-flat, river-torrac<f, and iso- 
lated Iwulders. On approoi^hkig the 
farm of Castle Hill, attention is at- 
tracted to what looks like Hhe ruins 
of some castle or fortress built of huge 
Cyclopean blocks of limestone. Fancy 
easily traces the square or rounded 
outline of buttress and turret, and the 
resemblance is strengthened by patches 
of such parasitic vegetable growths as 
love to creep over old mins. Apart 
from the general moss are isolated boulders lying scattered about Ijke a flock at 
rest 'They are of all sizes, and of the most fantastic shapes, suggesting that at ' 
some time long ago some antediluvian herd of monsters had been suddenly turned 
into stone. Lying, as they do there, bleaching in the sun, and bearing their sugges- 
tions of a life now extinct, those limestone boulders strangely add to the loneliness 
of this wilderness. There is, of course, nothing artificial about them ; they are the result 
of a process of denudation, which has carried away the softer and looser substances 
round them, and of a process of weathering, which has rounded the blocks into a 
variety of curious and fantastic shapes 

Craigieburn Station, with its willows and its paddocks, artuated on a lakelet 
called Lake Pearson, is welcomed os an oasis in the sterile region which we ore 
tiuversing. After passing the Cass, a lonely accommodation house ^ hot far fix>m the 
Waimakariri river, the route entirely changes its aspect The mountains stiU continue, 
but instead of presenting a burnt and yellow surface, they are shaggy with forest, and 
spring^ from the edge of a magnificent river channel, rising ^ak beyond peak, till at ' 
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iMt the eye tesfls the Bolleston glaciers and the snow-capped summits of the 
Bolleston Range, flushed with the pink afterglow of sunset Like the other large rivers 
of the middlS island of New .Zealand, the Wmmtdcariri (icy river) is formed from’ 
melted snow and ice, and has consequently being as • yet undefiled by gold-mining^ 
operations, that pellucid greenish-blue peculiar to glacier rivers. At^e place where 
the West Coast road* strikes the Waimakariri, the bed of the stream is very broad, an 
enomtous expanse of«ahinglo lyjng between high banks, with a narrow thread — and, in 
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some places, a network — of clear water running in its deeper channels. In ilood-time 
the whole bed is covered with a large volume of water, but at midsummer the river, 
as seen from the elevation of its high bank, looks a mere rivulet in comparison with 
the width of its channel, and only when one has to ford it with horses does ho 
realise how strong and swift is the Waimakariri even in summer. In former days the 
road used to run tbr some considerable distance along the bed of the • river,* but a 
cutting has sinc(^^been made round the Waimakariri BluiT, asid the coach now has 
to follow a series of sharp curves on a shelf in the rock, at some considerable heigfit 
above the river. » 

With reference to this part of the route, we will quote the graphic, if some- 
what 63tai)nrerated descriotien of his experiences in the Waimakariri Gorere written by 
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the much-travelled Archibald Forbes: — “We had dost time soiqpwhfire, and the short 
southern gloaming was about us, when the driver quietly muttered, as we turned sharply 
• round a comer, 'I don’t like the Waimakariri Gorge after sundown.’ If is with every 
^emphasij^ that I record my assent to this expression ; and yet, whenp it was all over, I 
*was not sorry ^hat the experience had befallen us. We went at a hand-gallop on^a 
track just wide enough, a^d no more, for our three leaders abreast. About 500 feet 
•sheer below — sheer, except in places where the cruel, jigged crags reared their Jiorrid 
heads — roared and tailed the furious toiTent of the Waimakariri River. One could 
just discern through the gathering gloom the -deep ' blackness of ' sullen, gloomy pook 
altomatuig wil!h the dingy white of the tortured rapids, .wtithing their vexed course 
through the rocks that impeded the river-bed. Above us towered a beetling crag 
wall as high, where the eye could catch its sk^.-line, as the droj) on the side next the 
river was deep. But this was only in places; for the most part it actually overhung 
us, and the narrow road was notched out of its looming face. It overhung worst at 
, the sharp bends of the road, as i€ followed the cuisves, the projections, and the indenta- 
tions of that serrated precipice. Not once, but often, the leaders, as they galloped round 
a turn, were clean out of sight, and there was but the point of the pole projecting over 
the profound, ere as yet the wheelers, urged close to the verge that the wheels might 
cledr the protecting buttreas, complied with the sharp bend, home round* on their 
haunches by the driver’s strong left *arril. His attention was concontrated on his work ; 
but once he spoke, and I would rather he had held his tongue : ‘ Do you \ee those 
dim white specks on the flat top of that crag below us? Tliose are the bleached 
bones of some horses. They were pasturing on the upland above us, when a sudden 
scare sent them over the precipice. They fell clear outside the road without touching 
it, and brought up where you see their ‘bones down there.’” This superlative 
. description of the terrors of the Waimakariri Gorge, as experienced by Mr. Forbes, 
leaves nothing more stirring to be said of the far more terrible descent of the 
Otira Goige. 

Even . in the height of summer, the coach drive up the WaimakariVi is generally 
done m the gathering darknesa Seen in the full sunlight, the magnificent stretch of 
river, forest, and mountain is impressive, but not less impressive when the gloom of 
night begins to blur the distinctness of its outline and fill up the ravines and valleys 

with masses of black shadow. And if, as sometimes happens, a bush-fire is raging 

on the wooded slopes of the valley, the shooting flames and rolling clouds of smoke add 
on element of the terrible to the gloomy grandeur. 

On the Waimakariri, at the foot of the wooded range that forms its right bank, 
is the Bcaley Hotel, an old-fashioned house , of accommodation, which gives fairly com- 
fortable nigl\Vquarters to travellers journeying to or from the wekt coast. From the 
beauty of its surroundings the Bealey Hotel is a desirable stopping-place; and the neigh- 
b6urhoo<l of the Rolleston Glaciers makes it worth while to sojourn a day or two in 
this locality. The .glaciers lie towards the sources of the river, about fourteen miles 
from the Bealey "Hotel The way runs along a bridle-track, which frequently crosses 

the. river, and reaches to within two miles of the gladiers. “As yon ride up in 
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some places,” sajs tjie correspondent of a London newspaper, “ the mountains rise 
sheer above you, and you can gaze sheer down a thousand teet or more into the torrent 
below.. To the right above you lies one glacier of pure blue ice, as pure as that in the' 
Rosenlain Glacier,* but this is supported from falling by throe huge tower-like jirojections 
qj[ rock, between^ which run huge couloirs, down which stones are being constantly 
precipitated. One can, if a fair climber, get up to the, foot of the glacier, but it 
would require ropes and ice-a;^es to venture upon it, as the front is very precipitous,' 
and there are largo crevices on the surface. The broken and castellated peaks which 
rise from the .glacier above the rock wall, and prevent it from sli[)ping df)wn, fire mag- 
nificent, and quite unljk<j g,nything else I have ever seen. Those at* the t6p of the 
valley are more eovei^ed with snow, and therefore less striking ; but the long stretches 
of snow-clad* ice arc, from their vastne^s, an object of sufficient wonder.” 

Nearly opposite to the hotel the river is joined on its left bank by the tributary 
stream which gives the house its name, the Ik^aley. IVo rivers unite to form tho 
tributary before it joins tho main stream, and it is ifj) the western branoli of tho Healey 
that the road to tho west coast lies. In the earliest daylight whilst, even in summer, 
the air is yet chilly and raw, tho coa«di makes its way across the river. Tho road 
marked out by pilot-posts lies across the shingle-bed for more than a mile, and, though 
the liv 01* itself is hero divided into two channels, the horses require to step warily"* and 
steadily into its cold, swift waters. In flood tlie Waiinakariri must want a sti’ong and 
skilful a/m to pilot ii team of five over its fonls. 

Presently the coach-road enters tlie Bealey Gorge. For a largo part of tho way 
it runs along the shingle bed of the stream, which, when not in flood, is of trifling 
dimensions. The road, such as it is, cros.ses and recrosses the stream several *timcs 
before it finally makes up its mind to choose the right bank. The breadth of tho Bealey 
Valley is too great to justify its being called a “gorge.” Right and loft tho wooded 
sides of the valley rise to a great height — magnificent slopes of forest, for tho most part 
of the sombre New Zealand beech, but lighted up with patches of brighter green, tmd with 
brilliant blotches of crimson mistletoe. Unless seen near at hand, this mistletoe, or loran- 
thus, would be mistaken for the crimson rata that colour the slopes on tho 'western side of 
the watershed. It is, however, a tnie parasite, living on a species of beech : a handsome 
tree, with a tabular arrangement of branches, and heavy masses of dark foliage. This 
beech ascends the pass to the tree limit, and gives place on the other side to the 
scarlet-blossoming rata, and another species of beech. Indeed, nothing on this route 
is more wonderful than the line of division formed by the range between tho kinds 
of vegetation, more particularly in respect of forest trees. 

Away on the left side of the Bealey may be seen the white column of a Avaterfall, 
which spouts out from a cleft in the mountain, and tumbles down the* sheer, face of 
a precipice intct.tho basins visible only on reaching its e<lge. , Tho lower part qf the 
mountain face, down which this cataract pours, is shaggy with a ^growth of stunted 
beech ; and in the backgroimd of the gap m the mountain from which the water issues 
rise the snowy ranges which feed the fall. With the* usual tendency to credit what 
is fearful in nature to the principle of c'vil, this waterfall and its cauldron have been 
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callod “The IJovil's Punch Bowl.” Although New Zealand has no|watdrfall of any great 
volume, except perhaps the Huka Falls, on the* Waikato, it may be called the country 
cascades, so numerous aro the small falls of water consequent upon •the rains and 
snows oh its mountains. In the neighbourhood of the Bealey and Otira Gorges* 
waterfulls*->poronnial or occosiomil — are plcntiiul enough, though few of them ha'^e 
the height or volume of tl>o “Devil’s Punch Bowl.” Near the pretty wooden bridge 
ht tho head of the valley, where the ascent of Arthur’s Pass commences in esQcnest, 
two irregular cascades drop their 1;raoery of foam like streamers of lace over the rock- 
work. •They lall side by sid'», and are called “The Twins.” 

No one cafh ascend tho Bealey River without being jsorry to Ipavo its beauties 
behind ; but the knowledge of the grandeur soon to come makes one eager to 
ascend the steep mountain road leading to Arthur’s Pass, amidst trees and shrubs and 
flowers that give fresh delight at every step. "^But the trees grow fewer and fewer, 

and the flowers more and more numerous, till at 
last you aro fairly in the saddle of the pass, on 
^ tho summit of the great divide, whore the gmund 
on one side dips down into Cantorbuiy, whence 
you have come, and, on the other, into Westland, 
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whither you are goin^. The charm, the fascination of Arthurs Pass, is not to be expressed 
in worda Tho great barren moimtains sweep up on either side in magnificent curves to 
the snoVr-line, pouring down from their riven crags overwhdiining streams of crushed 
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dAvis, Along the* botlom and sides* of the pass lie fields of boulders rent from the 
neighbouring mountains. The dull thuds of a waterfall liigh up the side of the pass, 
borne intermittently on the breeze, have a startling effect, like the sound of distant 
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guns. Towards the west end, on the face of a mountain which descends into a 
deep find densely-wooded gorge at its fix)t, is the Otira Glacier, showing steeply 
sloping or perpendicular walls of snow and ice, divided in places by gaping fissures. 
Though this glacier is not large, and is really a considerable distance from anyone 
standing in Arthur’s Pass, its ice-green colour and the texture of its surface may bo 
very distinctly seen in certain states of the atmosphere. Tlic lowest part of the trough of 
Arthur’s Pass is of varied surface : here, fields of largo boulders piled one on the 
other in magnificent confusion; there, mounds of vegetation, shrubs, and flowers, or 
stretches of long grass, tussock, and toi-toi, mixed with clumps of flax ; md. again not 
the least striking fcaAirc, bogs of black peat and stagnant pools of brown iXrater 
affording suitable ognditions of growth for many sorts of interesAag bog-plants. tiere« 
and there the pass is fretted with water-courses — ^the clearest and freshest of streams, 
tumbling down the faces of boulders or over beds of brown pebbles, ^disappearing and 
reappearing in the most charming way under banks of shrubs and flowers. This (mini- 
presence of water is one of flic most notable characteristics of the middle island of New 
• 26 
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Zealand — that which, more than any other, perhaps, delights t^o i^itor from one tof 
the less copiously watered Australian colonies.* Wherever he travels, he finds the road 
crossed at frequent intervals by streams of clear and cool water. Thiif is due, to the 

•valuable* water-condensing apparatus which the island possesses in its lofty mountain- 
axis. Of course, the higher up one mounts, the smaller and more numerous and purer 
do the streams become. 

t. • ^ ^ 

Standing on Arthur’s Pass, one has an excellent opportunity of observing the 
division of water injp two large river systems. Two streams within stone’s-lhrow of 
each other, *on the point, \>ne would think, uf joining their waters, %re diverted in 
their course l5y a low mound or jnoraine-heap ; and so, the one ^pscends the slope 
to reach the Piicific on the east coast by the Waimakariri, whilst the other descends 
to the west coast by the Teremakau. Towards the western end of ^Arthur’s Pass 
is a little brown tarn called “ Lake Lonely ; ” and lonely enough it certainly is, 
lying there in its tract of oozy, marshy ground, overgrown with rank grasses, through 
which the peaty stream that feeds it slowly makes its way. There is no visible outlet 
to the tarn, the water finding its way, no doubt, through some undergroimd chonYiel 
into the Otira river. 

But, with all its impressive grandeur, what would Arthur’s Pass be 'Without its 
flowers ? As if to show how tender she can be as well as strong, Natui*e •lifts made 
the most delicate and exquisite "'of •flowers to spring up ampng^ the rocks hurled 
from her mountain tops; not merely her coarse and stunted growths, Hvhich are 
there too, but the delicate, filmy fronds of fern, and flower-cups .of pure white, 
wh^h look too soft and fragile to bo touched by other than the dainty fingers 
of a fairy. There are mountain daisies of several kinds, all white — some with prim 
little flowers shining like a newly-coined sixpence, and others less stift’ in petal 
and with discs as broad as a teacup. Not their smallest glory is' their leaves — some 
bold an(f large, and others arranged in small rosettes, like marriage favours cut from 
silvery-grey satin. But the gloiy of the pass, acknowledged cpieen of New Zealand 
flowo^ wherever it is found, is the Mount Cook or Shepherd’s Lily-^-no lily at all, 
but a buttercup (RanuiiciUiiH hjalli). It is difficult to say whether the foliage or 
the flower of this lovely mountain buttercup is the more charming. A vigorous plant, 
it stands about three feet high. The young leaf, thick and fleshy, is like a small shield, 
but ns it matures its upper surface becomes concave, till the leaf forms a perfect 
goblet, which may be found, after a shower, filled to the brim with water. Above the 
leaves rise the numerous flowers, of the most lustrous white, with a yellow disc of 
stamens at the bottom of each cup — truly an imperial flower when you see its massive 
foliage crowned with its pure and stately bloom. On Arthur’s Pass Nature is as lavish 
with ^ this dower as in less-favoured places with her docks. At first it seems to 
grow indiscriminately i wherever there is foothold ; but if you observe more closely, 
you will see that it prefers the slope of a bank away from the sun, where it 
can send its roots down amidst the moss into the moist grit Notwithstanding the 
desire of tourists to tronsplaht the Shepherd’s Lily from the gritty soil and pure air 
of its mount&in home to the heavier soil and atmosphera of city gardens, there are 
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fitiU large and vigOroua colonies of the plant by the wayside. But if the pillage goes 
on, Arthur’s Pass will lose one of its most lovely attractions, whilst the city gardens 
will nqt bo mlich the richer, for not one plant in twenty that is carried away is 
successfully cultivated. 

^ What makes the solitude of Arthur’s Pass after a time almost unbearable is 
the absence of animal* life. There is not even the bleat of .a sheep to give one some 
suggestion of companionship. Qne bird indeed lots itself bo seen and heard, for it 
seems to* have found hero the conditions iavourablo' to its exigence. This .is the 
kea parrot, onq of the most extraordinary of Now Zealand^ birds. You ^t^ill jjriTbably 
bo first made aw^re of its .near neighbourhood by hearing a piercing scream like 
the much exaggerated mew of a cat, and when you track the sound home you 
will find it to proceed fi\>m a pretty .largo brownish -green parrot {Nestor notahilie) 
known to settlers os the “kea.” These parrots give every opportunity of watching 
their curious motions, for one may approach almost near enough to them to bo 
able to knock* them over with a stick. The natural food of this bird consists of 
berries, and the honey of such flowers as the flax and the rata. But of late years 
it has# developed quite a new taste for sheep’s kidneys, a taste aequii'cd in the 
first instaime when the bird was driven down by the rigour of winter to the 
noighboifVbood of stations, and foimd die offal of the meat-gallows to bo palata&le 
food. From eating dqjid meat it proceeded to*attack the living sheep, selecting the 
kidney as ^tho point of attack. In certain parts of Otago, station-holders now look 
to losing a number of sheep yearly by the kea, and they are consequently active 
in its destruction. In Arthur’s Pass, from the absence of flocks in tlie neighbour- 
hood, the kea has not yet developed its murderous instinct. 

About half-way through the pass stands a large post which marks the 
boundary between the provincial districts of Canterbury and Westland. The Otira 
Gorge, by which the descent is made from die pass towards the Westlafld coast, 
is a deep and narrow ravine, cut in the mountains by the waters that descend 
from the glacier before referred to. The dpscent of the coach-road into tho dppths 
of the gorge is marvellously sudden; and owing to the narrowness of tho ravine, 
and the precipitous character of its walls, the road along tho bottom has had to 
be, for tho most part, cut out of the solid rock, at a distance varying from fifteen 
to thirty feet above tho bed of the stream, and is no wider than is absolutely 
necessaiy to allow thd coach to travel on it. From the serpentine nature of die 
river bed the road-ledge has liad to follow a number of shaiq) bends, where the 
coach sometimes finds itself at an unpleasantly sharp angle to the horses. In some 
places the road has been built out over the stream, on a sort of corduroy construction, 
resting on piles ; and* twice in the length of the gorge (some three miles) the 'river 
has had to be bii^ged. The whip who takes a team of five. d<swn this ravine * must^ 
have nerve enough to win a battle; but what must his courage have* been who first 
drove a coach down this perilous road! • 

, The first part of the road, after leaving the beds of ^Shepherd’s Lily in the j)ass, 
makes the descent very suddenly by means of a steep zigzag, which doubles on itself 
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several times. The sight from this zigzag, even Vhen only suoh a Trapid glance is lo 
be had as is possible from a coach bowling down-hill at a giddy pace, is payment for 
the fati^o of a trying journey ; but to see it under favourable conditidhs is a lifelong 
fmemory. The most favourable conditions aro these: — It must be the morning after a 
day of continuous heavy rain ; the sun must be shining and lighting up the moist and 
^glistening foliage; clouds must still be moving about the mountain sides of the gorge, 
alternately obscuring and revealing their buttresses;^ tjie Otira must be in flood* but 
not enough to deadon the ice-gifecn of its water; and streams must be pouring down 
the sidqp of the ravine in Enumerable cascades ol infinitely varied shape and volume. 
Further, you must walk by the gorge at a leisurely pace, sp that you, may slowly drink 
in the magnificence of this sight at every vantage point. And if* the wooded but- 
tresses of the motmtains should 
be flushed with the crimson 
of the rata blossom, then the 
head of the Otira Gorge is 
seen to perfection. 

The river is well yarned 
Otira (white watcrj, for as it 
leaps down its gigantic stair- 
case ofe boulders, it is seen 
only as a white foam ; and 
not till it gets to a lower 
level, and has leisure — though 
•its course is even then by no 
means placid — to occasionally 
lurk in some pool dammed 
' ON THR TEHEM AKAu RIVER. up by a barricade of rocks, 

do you see the true colour of 
the water to bo a pellucid bluish-green, particularly pure even for an i«e-river. If you 
drink once of its cold water, you will drink and drink again — with results, not 
always agreeable, for ice-water should not bo taken too freely. 

The vegetation of the gorge is exceedingly rich and varied : tall forest trees, hand- 
some shrubs, beautiful in outline and in foliage, delicately cut ferns and mosses, graceful 
clambering rock-plants, and pretty white flowers of difleront kinds growing from the 
crannied rocks. There are few spots that are not covered with appropriate vegetation; 
for even whore a land-slip has occurred, or a cutting has been made, a short time sees 
the spot covered again with the most charming growths, so favourable here are the con- 
ditions of shade and sunlight, shelter and moisture. The veiy’^ stoUes that form in places 
low breastwork befli^'eon the road and the river *are covered wijb a crust of grey 
and yellow lichens ; and for miles along the bed of the stream the boulders are coated, 
on the side facing the sun, with a growth of bright red lichen. 

The mountains that rii^ on each side of the gorge, and form its walls, vary in 
height from Wo to six thousand feet, and are clothed with forest, in some cases to llie 
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v^iy top, in otihcra abcjut two-thirds .of the height At the point where the accommo- 
dation house stands, the Otira is jomed by a branch stream oi its own size, which 
descen^ through a similar gorge , and here the bed of the river becomes much 
wider, and what ’gas a gorge expands into a narrow valley At this point 4he road 
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lords the stream, and follows the winding of the left bank The route along the Otira 
to its junction ^^h the Teremakau is one of the loveliest pieces of woodland scenery 
it is possible to conceive The grandeur — ^and it is very grand — is not of the savage 
kind , it seems father as if the beautiful groves and avenues of stately trees had 
been the careful charge of generations of artists For miks the road possess under the 
shady roof made by the arching branches of birches, the trunks of which use with the 
grace and strength of Grecian pillars, and occasionally you emerge from the shaiio 
into the open to find ^yourself confronted with some towering mountain, such as Mount 
Alexander, the sides waving with refreshing kiliage, the tops covered with everlasting 
snow 
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LAUNCESTON AND THE NORTH. 

^The Norilfem Capital^— Loro at First Sight — ^The Tamar— The Streets— The Buildings-^The Town Park— The 
Mechanios* Institute— The South Esk Gorge— Cataract Hill— Queen’s Wharf— The Environs— Hobart to 
Launceston — Engineering Triumphs — Scriptural Localitj — ^The “ Half-way House** — Scene of Grandefir. 

**TT^HAT Hobart is to tho south of Tasmania, Launceston is to the north. ^ It is 
^ ^ commonly sj^ken of as ‘the northern capital* and in size and importaiice it far 
exceeds every other town the island except* Hobart. Its import and export trade is 
greater than that of Hobart, and it is the natural outlet of ^ those min^ and agricultural 
areas in which the north of Tasmania is far more favoured than the south. It lies, 
however, in a much narrower compass than Hobart, and has less room for free expansion. 
A flat strip of land along tho North Esk, where it joins the Tamar, is shut in by an 
amphitheatre of hills. The business portion of the town lies on this flat, which for 
convenience of description wo may consider as extending east and west along tho 
water side, though, if we are to be strict, north-east and south-west would be more accu- 
rate. Regarding the direction, however, as .east and west, we may divide tho streets 
of Launceston into sets, those which run oast and west, and lie mainly oh tho flat, 
and those* which run north and south, beginning on the flat at the northenif ot water- 
side end, and running up the stce{> Mllsides at tho southern of inland end. Hence 
tho whole town is seen at a single .view by anyone 'coming up tho Tamar'in one of 
tho river stoainers, or in a vessel of that fine lino which brings thousands of visitors 
every summer from tho other colonies ; and it may safely bo said that this 
first* sight of Launceston is something winch must dwell in tho memory for life. About 
five miles from the town a sudden bend in tho river displays tho white buildings 
Covering the hillside; and the beauty of the view increases as wo draw nearer and 
nearer, t 

While speaking of tho Tamar, it is well to bear in mind that it is not a river in 
the true sense of tho woixi, nor is it an arm of the sea, while it is top long, narrow, 
and tortuous to bo called an ostuaiy. It is, in fact, exactly what the Humber is in 
England, tho common outlet of two other rivers. Just as tho Humber is formed by 
the two Rivers Ouse and Trent, and commences its separate existence below freshwater- 
mark, so the Tamar is formed by the North and South Esk Rivers, and commences at 
Launceston. Of the Tamar, and the journey do\vn its waters, there will bo moro to 
say presently; meanwhile, supposing we are now at Launceston, wo shall find that in 
point of importance one street may be considered as comprising nearly half tho town. 
This is Brisbane Street, so named from Sir Thomas Brisbane, Governor of New South 
Wales, at a time when Tasmania was a dependency of tho old3r colony. It is the 
principal street for sloops and hotels. It is the street which remaii^ distinct in the 
naemory of visitors after their recollection of the rest of the town has. become hazy and 
vague. It commences from the foot of the Cataract Hill, which rises almost like a 
widl on the western side of (.the town. The portion between the Cataract Hill and 
W'ellington Stiect may be considered suburban. Wellington^Street is one of those which 
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riin north and south, ^na conse(|uentJy it crosses Brisbane Street nearly at right angles. 
Like Elizabeth Street, in Hobart, it is part of the main road which used to form the 
means^ of communication between Hobart and Launceston before the railway was con- • 
structed. ^ • 

Assuming that we wish to make acquaintance with what is best worth seeing in* 
Launceston, we cbmqrience with Brisbane Street at the point Avherc it is crossed 
by ^Yellington Street, and then proceed eastward, passing a well-appointed set oP 
shops ahd a number of good hotels, and crossing several streets which run parallel 
to Wellington^Streot, among them St. John Street. At tly* corner of thi» and tjf Bris- 
bane Street, the Bank of, Australasia has erected a handsome biiildin"* in thb Italian 
• • • ” 
style. A few yayds further, on the right-hand side of Brisbane Street, the Mutual 

Assurance Society of Victoria have erected a splendid sot of offices, and a little further 
still, on the same side, is the Launcesfbn Club, the resort of the priiicii)al merchants 
and professional men of the town. Close to this, on the same side, lies the Now 
Coffee Palace, one of the show-places of Launceston, anckauiong the most recicntly erected of 
the numerous excellent hotels to bo found in this little city. Immediately opposite to 
it, anjJ contrasting strongly with the newness of the adjacent buildings, is the pleasant, 
old-fashioftcd Brisbane Hotel, reminding us, by its appearance and arrangements, of an 
Englisly country-town inn of the old coaching days. . The oldest hotel in Laiincoifton, 
and quite an institurion of the town, it wius the* favourite gathering-place of the loading 
tradosrnenf before the establishment of the Launceston C"lub. In George Street stands 
the new Academy of Music, containing an assembly-room calculated to hold 1,000 
persons. A little further on in Brisbane Street we pass the Masonic Hall, another of 
the now buildings which have risen within the lost few years. It is a haiidSome 
edifice, admirably aiTanged for all purposes of Freemasonry, and having on its ground 
floor a fine room, available for conceits, balls, and public meetings. 

Crossing Tamar Street, wdiich may bo considered as the eastern boundary of the city, 
and proceeding along the suburban continuation of Brislmno Street, we have on our 
right a serieF^ of handsome villas on the slope of the hill, and on our left the 
railings of a pretty park, wdiich on a hot and sunny day ci’eates a longing for the 
enjoyment of its shady avenues and cool lawns. Skirting the palings, wo come to 
a small gate, by ivhich wo enter the park, descending a few steps to a shaded walk. 
We are now in the Tovm Park of Launceston, and can spend a very pleasant half-hour 
strolling through the shrubberies, or over the well-kept lawns, octiasionally resting 
on one of the comfortable scats with which the walks abound. Tlie park is quad- 
rangular, and can bo entered on three of its sides. It has, 'however, only one entrance 
for vehicles. We have entered by the side ctitranco from Brisbane Street: if we go 
out by the correspoivling entrance on the opposite side wo shall find ourselves pxactly 
facing the Main Lino Railway Station; but if wo wish to continyo our inspection of the 
principal streets**and public buildings of Launceston we must depart by the westefn 
ond, through. the iron gates which close the*main entrance at night. Tjcaving the pork, 
then, on this side, we cross Tamar Street, already mentioned, and enter Cameron Street, 
'one of those which run Q^rallel with Brisbane Street on the flat, and« nearer *to the 
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river. Where St. John Street crosses Cameron. Street the iy>wn« Hall faces us— ia 
large stuccoed building, with Corinthian pillars *in a recessed portico. At another comer 
of the two streets is the Mechanics’ Institute, where visitors to the eolony And an 
excellent* reading-room, to which they have free access by simply givjng their names to 
*the librarian. On the first floor of this building is a concert-room containing a fine 
organ, and adorned with life-size portraits of the Queen, Prince "Albert, and other 
•members of the Royal Family. These were painted by Mr. Dowling, a native of Laun- 
ceston, who made himself a name in England as dn 'artist of merit, and died there 
in 18W). A *laigo paintingyof a group of Tasmanian aborigines, which hangs in the 
reading-room, » the work of the same artist, and is the inorp interesting from the fact 
that the race is extinct, and that all the figures are actual portraits. ^ 

The (iovemraent Offices in Launceston arc largo and ^commodious,, but not re- 
markable for architectural beauty. They intilude the Post Oflice, Telegraph, Law,. 
Survey, and Mining Departments. Of the ecclesiastical architecture the less said the 
better. The \y’'csleyans have a pmtty church, built of rod terra-cotta bricks, with stone 
facings, and surmounted by a graceful spire. Of the other churches, one or two may 
perhaps be considered as falling short of absolute ugliness. ^ 

If we proceed westward along Patterson Street we come to an Invalid l)epot, a 
Oovernmont institution, in which .a number of aged and infirm persons a.re^ main- 
tained at the public expense. Attadied to the Depot is a largo j^leasure-ground, where 
open air concerts are given in the summer months. Proceeding still alongvPatterson 
Street, we come in sight of a graceful iron bridge thrown across the mouth of the South 
Esk, whore it discharges itself into the Tamar. In, front of us rises steep, rocky Cataract 
Hill; already mentioned as closing the western end of the town ; and through a narrow 
gorge in it rushes the South Esk River. This gorge, of the nature of one of those 
caflons of the Rocky Mountains about which we read so much in American literature, 
is a coloss^ rift between opposing clilFs of blactk volcanic rock. It is sluit in by basaltic 
rocks rising on the south «ido to a height of about 490 feet. Half-a-mile up the 
gorge is a transverse barrier of rock, which forms the cataract. Above ^this is a large 
pool, chlled the First Basin, and still further up are the Second and Third Basins, all 
of volcanic origin. In the course of 188G a new esplanade was constructed by the 
Municipal Council along the right bank of the South Esk as far as the First Basin. 
This track is a favourite resort of the townspeople and of visitors, aflbrding, as it docs, 
easy access to a spot whence a grand view is obtainable of the scenery of the gorge, 
and also of the city, spreading over its amphitheatre of hills. The Basin itself is a 
large pool of water, lying in the midst of steep, high hills crowned with wood. Ita 
elevation above « the Tamar is forty feet. Its clean pure waters look black on account 
of the ^ shadows of tha surrounding heights ; and on a fine day ^e see the hills and 
woods distinctly reflected in the seemingly unfathomable depths of the pool. The 
Second Basin is comparatively little visited. It lies three or -four inHes out of town, 
and requires a rough scramble to reach it,*but it well repays the trouble. The water 
lies smooth and placid between lofty banks, but issues foaming over rocky channels 
round *tho sid^s of on island some acres in extent, formed^ apparently by the detritus*^ 



AXD TBB NORTB.J 


CATARACrr HILL. 


7a 


biought down by*thO|torrents from. above. The Third Basin is still more diflScult of 
access, and is seldom visited 

From the First Basin a steep new street winds up to the top of the Cataract Hill, • 
whence we obtain, a grand panoramic view of the town, and of the countiy beyond it^ 
for we here overlook all the other hills on which Launceston is built ; while to our left* 
we look down on tlie .winding course of the Tamar, which can be traced for many miles. 
Close Jbeneath our feet we see the Reservoir which supplies storage to the waterworks, and* 


•• 



a little to the right of it, in a largo square enclosure, is the Roman Catholic Church and 
Deaneiy, with a convent, similar in character and constitution to the one in Hobart 
Let us descend hence to’ the lower portion of the Esplanade, and along the waterside, 
till we come to a part where boats are to be hired. Taking one of these,, and pulling up 
the stream beneath tjie iron bridge, we see the gorge from a new point of view. We 
find ourselves between lofty rocki| rising almost vertically from the river-bed. Beneath 
the cliff on our *left is a line of shoots to carry water to an overshot mill below tlflo 
bridge.^ The leakage produces clouds of spra/, which refract the sun’s light, and brighten 
up the bare brown rock with rainbow tints. The length of the pool (as it is called) 
Is half-a-mile ; its width about 100 yards After pulling about two-thirds of thfe way, 
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furthor progress is hindered by the Rapids. On. the right hai}d bonk is a favouiijbe 
landing-place, at the foot of the Picnic Bock A scramble up this would bring us 
again to the Fii'st Busin, which we have already visited by the easier approach of the 
Esplanade. ^ 

• If we now return to the spot whei'c we hired our boat, and keep along the water- 
side after landing, wo soon arrive at the Queen’s Wharf, situated at the junction of tlie 
^ North £sk and the Tamar. The approach to it Ls difficult, except at high water; 
and the larger intercolonial steamers often have to wait some miles from the town 
before* "the state of 'Iho tide enables them to got alongside. The wharf extehds a 
good wrty along the left bank of the North Esk. A little, beyond the end of it ai-e 
the smelting works of tlio Mount BischoflF Tin Mining Cfompany. ,^he ore comes in 
bags from Emu Bay, looking like coarse black sand. It issues from the furnace in 
ingots looking like solid silver ; and it is interdsting to think how much those splendid 
ingots are daily adding to the w'ealth and prosperity of the colony. A few steps 
further on is ,a bridge lemling to the right bank of the North Esk, and connecting 
Tamar Street, already mentioned, with the Inverary Road. Some of the oldest country 
residences around Launceston lie along this road, w'hich skirts the suburb of Inverary. 
On the right hand going out of town is a Government resoiwo designat(^l Inverary 
Park, the exercising ground of the Volunteers, containing the rifle-butts. 

Amongst the other features of Launceston are the offices of the Australian 
Widows* Fun<l Insurance Society, in St. John’s Street, a handsome building in the 
Italian stylo ; St. John’s Church, in the same street, interesting as being the oldest 
church in Tasmania, now that St. David’s in Hobart, has been pulled down to make 
way‘ for the now Cathedral ; and Prince’s Square, skirting the same sti’eet. This is 
similar in character to Franklin Square, mentioned in the description of Hobart. 
It is planted with shrubberies, and laid out in walks, provided with comfortable seats. 
A largo ^d handsome fountain, adorned with allegorical figures laiger than life, stands 
in a circular basin in the centre of the ground. On the north side of the Square are 
the Scotch Free Church, of quasi-Gotliic architcctui*e, and a (Jongregatioqal Chapel with 
Ionic portico. 

The immediato environs of Launceston have many spots interesting from their 
o^Ti iKjauty, or from the beauty of the views which they command. In some cases, 
as in that of the Ciitaract and First Basin, both charms are combined. Mention has 
been made of Wellington Street os being a continuation of the Main Road. Like all 
the streets which run across Brisbane Street, it rises high on the hiUside at its 
southern end. Near the point where it merges into the Main Road the old coach road 
to Westbiiry aivl Dcloraino runs off* abruptly to tho right. Few more beautiful views of 
Launceston can be obtained than tho one which meets the eye ^ we turn here and 
look around us facing^ tho north or north-east Thp views previously described are 
those which sup^jose us to face, more or less directly, the amphitheatre of hills which 
encloses tlie town. In tho case of the vfew from the comer of the Westbury. Road, 
we are ourselves on tho top pier of the amphitheatre, and looking down on the stage. 
It is flot on this occasion the scattered hillside suburbs whiqh attract our attention, but 
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it^ is the city itself^ aa4 the glorious view beyond — the city lying compact on the flats by 
the w&tersido, with its square and massi\t3 public buildings, its towers and steeples — ^and 
the beautiful valley of the Tamar extending mile after mile, till the view is lost in the ' 
blue haze of distance. 

* 4 , 

Or we may issue from the town at its eastern end, by following tlio line of 
Bfisbane Street till it^ merges in Elphin Bead. This is almost the only free outlet for 
the natural expansion of the town. As a consequence the road is rapidly becoming a* 
street. A little way outside the* town wo pass the old racecourse, now converted into 
cricket-grounds for the two town clubs. This is on our ^loft. A* little fcu*ther**on, at 
the junction of the Elphyi Road with New Street, is one of the finest cdfleational 
establishments in *Jihe island, the Methodist Ladies’ College. The building is a handsome 
one, with a tuwqr, and is isfurroimded by well-kept gardens and recreation grounds. Just 
behind it, a little way up New Street, i^ the beautiful suburban residence of Claremont. 
About half-a-mile more along the Elphin Road brings us to a roadside inn, immediately 
opposite to which another road nms^oti* at right angles, and conducts ua to the North 
Esk, which is crossed here by a strong wooden bridge. The portion of country wo are 
now tmvei-sing is called Patterson’s Plains, and a drive of about four miles brings us to 
the village*of St. Leonards, a favourite residence of the merchants and professional men 
of Launceston, since it is the nearest railway station to the town, and has the berfefit 
of all the trains of the Western Line, as wcH m of the Main Line. Throe miles 
further on wo come to the romantic gorge of Corra Linn, through which the North 
Esk runs in a series of cataracts amid perpendicular rocks, the crevices being filled with 
rich green vegetation. A wooden bridge spans the gorge, and furnishes a good position 
from which to view the rush of the water. 

The J)evirs Punch Howl, situated amongst the woods of the Penquito Estate, is easy 
of access, and a favourite pleasure resort. It is a pool, lying at the foot of a cleft in a 
greenstone precipice, and about fifty feet below the edges of the cliffs, whicli# form an 
amphitheatre around it ; the varied foliage and wild flowers surrounding it add greatly 
to its attractions. ^ 

The journey to Launceston from Hobart is by a railway known as the Main Lino, 
which was opened for traffic in the j’ear 187 G. The terminus at Hobart is at the foot 
of the hill on which the High School stands. The lino winds round this domain, 
passing close beneath the battery, circling the green promontory, on which Government 
House is situated ; then passing through the gardens of the Royal Society ; then high 
across the Risdon Road on a wooden viaduct ; .then past Newtown, and on to O’Brien’s 
Bridge, through beautiful alternations of woodland, garden, mountain, and wjiter scenery. 
This is the first halting-place of the express trains. The next is at New Norfolk 
Road, about half-w<njr to New Norfolk, where coaches meet the train to, take 
passengers on to that township. , The train now traverses the JBridgowater Causeway, 
and speeds onwards through a cleared country to Brighton. Up to this point the coun^ 
of the# line has not deviated widely from that of the old coach road between Hobart 
and Laimccston. Now it strikes into an entirely new, country, and for fifty miles 
winds in and out through § thickly-wooded mountain district. The curwes are abrupt 
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tho gradients steep ; and from time to time grand scenes open to^ view. The next stop- 
page after Brighton is Campania, a township* created by the railway, and important 
» for cattle sales periodically held there. Twelve miles further on the train stops 
^t Jerusalem, near which are some coal mines, producing a highly bituminous coal. 
*A long horseshoe bend with very steep gradient, rounding a narrow valley, shows at 

^ . " the bottom *of 

' the ravine a 

niuiK nrrnTTn BTTTr-nvurta llttCX* (llirk- 
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ness The train 

is in a long tunnel, and takes t>vo ininutes to pass through it at full speed. It is 
known as tho Flat-top tunnel, from the ncime of the hill through which it passes 
Soon after passing Flat-top we sec on our left hand wh.it looks at first gkinee like 
im oxtenhivo grass-plain, but closer notice shows it to be a deep marsh completely 
overgrown with rushes. It is called Lake Tiberias, and, like its prototype of Galilee, 
is enclosed by hills on eveiy side. Scriptuifal names abound in this part of the island. 
We have passed Jerusalem; tho township of Jericho lies near the lake, and the lake 
itself is tho source of the River Jordan, which winds through the midlands with very 
circuitous course till it enters tho Derwent near Bridgewater 

Tho next halt is. at Parattah, whence a short branch-line conveys passengers to Oat- 
lands, tho highest above the sea-level of all tho Tasmanian townships. At Antill Ponds, 
where the next stoppage occurs, w^e see near tho station an inn bearing tho name “ Half- 
way House *' It lies on the main road, and indicates pretty nearly the mid-distance be- 
tween Hobart »and Launceston, as measured along the old coach-road. From this 
point, .to about tho last twelve miles of our journey, the main road and the main line 
keep close company. ^Wo have short stoppages at the pretty townships of Ross and 
Oampbcll Town, which lie on the main road, at the comers where the Fingal line of 
rail runs off oastw'ard from the main line and at the Eppiag Forest Station, the com- 
mencement of a half-cleared .woodland plain. Then there is a halt at Evondale, a 
pretty* English-looking village, with a church steeple consp^uous on the hillside. Two 
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miles further on,*at the Evandale junction, the main line joins the Launceston and 
Western Rulway. From the Forest Station to Kvandale the scenery has been uninter- 
esting; now if opens again into 
grandeur. Tho train runs along 
t^e side of a hill, which shuts out 

eveiy view on the left, while on ' t 

the right are wide, undulating^ 
phvins below us, with tho Bon Lo- 
mond rango bgundiug tho view in 
tho distance. As.wo near Laynccs- 
ton, the valley closes iu. Wo see 
the course of tho North Esk marked 
out by a continuous lino of high 
and thick willows, completely con- 
cealing the river. Wo see also a 
large village on tho hillside op- 
positoiwith handsome hou.ses and 
gardens .sloping down to tho Esk. 

This i# Ht. Leonards, a favourite 
place of residence witjr tho citizerrs 
of LaunoCston. Hero tho express 
makes its livst pau.se, nn<l then 
ntshes across the Esk, and along 
a series of water-meadows, and so 

arrives at the rjaunceston tor- 

% 

minu.s. 

The distance of Launceston 
from Hobart by tho railway, lot 
me add, is ISB miles. There are 
many other statiorrs besides those 
that have been mentioned, brrt I 
have specified only those at which 
the express trains stop. The 
journey by express occupies six 
hours. This docs not indicate a 
very high rate of speed, but it 
must be borne in mind that the line is on tho narrow gauge, 3 feet 0 inches between 
the rails, and thifi, of course, will not admit of so high a rate of speed as tho broader 
gauge of English, railways, though it is more suitable for a mountainous country. 
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flTie Two Grcfat QnestionB — Early Pioneers— The Journey by Rail — The Nepean River — Excelsior — ^The Blue 
Mountains — The Lithgow Zigzag — Bathurst — A White Elephant — Places of Worship — The Gold Fielda— 
Ophir— Hargraves— History pf Bathurst — A Raid — Daring Bushrangers. • 

The globe trotter who in the course of the moflom grand tour has • reached 
the wgtCTO oi(^ Port JRc^kson, and, after presenting his letters of introduction, has been 
duly “ put up at the Australi|ai or the Union Club, finds that his Sydney acquaintances 
uniformly greet him with two questions — What do you think of our harbour ? ” 
and “Have you seen the Blue Mountains?” Of course he duly, “does” the 
harbour, and whatever poetry is in his soul cannot fail to be charmed into life by 
the exquisite beauty of its leafy recesses and gleaming tracts of fairy landscape. . But 
oven Sydney Harbour is not an ipexhaiistiblc theme of conversation ; and wlien every- 
one ho meets, whether at the club, or in the ball-room, or on the tennis-lawn, asks the 
same two questions, he is not long in coming to the conclusion that a visit to the Blue 
Mountains is an essential part of the tourist’s excursion to New South Wales. Uo describe 
thofl range itself is not the purpose of this article, the subject* being dealt yrit.h else- 
where.* Suffice it here to say that«thay form one section of the groat dividing ridge 
which is the ba<5kbono of Eastern Australia, running parallel to^ the coast. » Towards 
the sea the hills arc so precipitous that for a quarter of a century after the settle- 
ment of the lowlands no white man had lK?en able to penetrate beyond their ramparts. 
At last, during the administration of Governor Macquarie, a passage was discovered, 
and the picks and. shovels of convict gangs soon made a practicable coach road to 
the interior, whoso terminus was for the time fixed *on the banks of the upper 
Moequari^ in the undulating plains of Bathurst, a hundred and fifty, miles from 
Sydney. Those wide-swelling downs soon became transformed into a busy settlement, 
aind Bathurst earned her title of Queen of the West. Bold pioneom pushed out 
into the bush further west, and found tha\; the plains they had left formed part of 
the basin or valley of the Macquarie river, beyond which rose more high ground, 
crowned by the extinct crater of the Canobolas, whence the country imperceptibly 
sloped towards the interior, forming a district rich in promise alike for pasturage and 
farming. In this district, accordingly, large sheep and cattle farms were formed, and 
the owners, prevented from taking frequent journeys to Sydney by the tedious and 
rough character of the mountain road, soon made Bathurst their commercial head- 
quarters, so that the newly-founded city rose into an importance of which later settle- 
ments have never de[uaved it. 

-Hurrying through the Sydney streets, with their screaming steam trams and 
storeyed warehouses, we arrive at a regular metropolitan railway station, where the 
converging and crossing linos remind one* of Clapham Junction, in the old country; 
and, pushing through the crowd of business men who are streaming in from suburban 

♦ Fide p. 36. 
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platforms, at las(> find ourselves in one- of the comfortable saloon-carriages of the 
western train. Far away on the horizdlti we can just see a faint outline of sky-blue 
hills fading into the haze of the morning sky, and as the rushing carriages bear us ' 
over flat plains of. grass and com land, what before seemed a rim of high ground now 
looms, larger as a great mountain rampart sloping steeply to the level land below.* 
We clatter over an jron bridge, beneath which is a splenchd stretch of river, straight 
as an^arrow for a mile or so. “What a reach for a boat-race!” remarks our tourist.* 
But he has hardly finished examining the river scene when his attention is attracted 
to the slow, iipward toiling of the train, which is now beginning to climb a’^'gzag 
track to the summit of Uie ridge. He listens to the ^pull-a-bit and Jihovc-a-bit ” of 
the two engines they drag their load piist Knapsack Gully — a name that rcc^alls the 

tramping of early pioneers — and then^nishes to tlie window to gaze his fill on the 
splendid panorama below. The train is running for a sliort distance along the 
mountain ridge, and immediately beneath flows the stately Nepean, with the tiny 
farming town of Penrith, now looking like a dolls* village, on its Itanks. Beyond 
stretches forty miles of verdant plain, and in the dim distance the headlands of Sydney 
Harbopr can just be discerned. But giant gum-trees rush enviously in and obscure the 
view, so tlfb traveller settles down to read his railway volume, until “ Mount V’^ictoria,” 
called kistily by station porters, infonns liim that he has reached nearly the higltcst 
point of his long ascent. • • 

Hero •we are in the heart of the Blue Mountain scenery, and by alighting and 
taking up quarters at the “ Imperial,” or any other comfortable hotel, easy excursions 
might be made to the gi’cat gorge of Govett’s Leap, or to Wentworth Falls ; but as 
our present destination is Bathurst, wo only avail ourselves of the twenty minutes* 
stoppage for refreshments, and retake our seats near the windows on the look-out for 
any glimpses of mountain scenery that may be caught as wo rush out of the numerous 
railway cuttings. And they are not few, nor wanting in grandeur. Now it is a view 
of wide mountain valleys, overspread with the grey-blue tint of thousands of gum- 
trees, while taU bare pillars of sandstone,^ like the rock columns of the Needles off 
the Isle of Wight, stand out in relief, and pass in panoramic fashion slowly before 
the TOVolving background. Glancing over this vista of labyrinthine valleys, it is not 
hard to realise how even experienced countrymen can get lost in the bush, or to 
understand the difficulties of Wentworth, Lawson, an<l Blaxland, in their pioneer march 
across the ridges.* ’ Hardly has the train • passed this broken ground than, issuing 
from a long tunnel, our course bej^ns to descend, the siding which wo have just 

left being the highest point of the line. Before long a close observer .notices that 

the telegraph wire has left the railway track, and is carried abniptly down the valley 
at right angles to our course. This is the first indication that we are approaching 
the well-known Lithgow Zigzag, whose singularity os a piece of ^sngincering, and Whose 
beauty as a specimen of scenery, are usually pointed out to visitors by their colonial 

hosto^^fn three long curving gradients the' Zigzag leads down a valley of some 700 

though to the stranger the sheer slope of tho» embankments, the height of 

• Vide p. 40. 
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the stone bridges, and the gathering rush of the train as it whirls •round great bluffs 
of rock, may at first bo somewhat startling, yet the view both from above and below 
will charm him with curving outlines of masonry and constantly changing glimpses of 
glen and«crag. Just beyond the Zigzag lies what seems destined to be the Birmingham 
'of Now South Wales. Already the tall chimneys of smelting-works show that Lithgow 
coal is being put to good yso. Here iron rails are rolled out, potteiy is fashioned, and 
*a hundred black embankments indicate the industry that fills those long lines of ijiilway 
trucks which run to^the pit’s meuth. All coal-mining centres have their tragib stories, 
and Llfhgow'does not prove ^tho rule by exception. Some time ago one^ of the largest 
and most productive of these mines caught fire, several men losing their lives, and 
when a fairly successful attempt had been made to smother the conflagration by stopping 
up all the shafts, by one man’s mistake the whole work wast undone, three more lives 
were lost, and the pit had to bo flooded 

We will now push on to Bathurst. Wo are rapidly descending a long, winding 
incline, apparently following the track of some mountain stream, and the high ranges 



Hbgin to bo succeeded by “foot-hills,” as a Californian would call them. Th^ are still 
with bush; but on a sudden, as we turn out of one of the numerous ^i^ttings, 
the wooded hills seem to gather up their leafy robes and stand aloof firom the wifte^ 
imdul&tmg plains that come into our view, green with gjrass and with yoiuig com. 
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tilling of the civiKsation which has displaced barbarism. To one living in these plains, 
it is as if the bush vegetation had followed tho retreating track of its black masters, 
and was slowly withdrawing its reluctant steps to the margin of the plains which 
have been conquered by victorious whites. As we hurry on, the railway-{>latfonng 
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cluster thick — IJrewongle, llaglan, Kelso, seem 
to be within a mile or two of each other 
— and then a crowded city of red brick, standing out upon the plain, tells us we are 
in sight of llathurst. 

Bathurst at last! Ah, if we, sitting in our cushioned compaitment, with raised 
binoculars, and the breeze lifting our hair at the carriage- window, could only realise 
tho feelings of some eager digger or wayworn, footsore adventurer as ho first approached 
this, the first Australian gold district ! How those silent basalt hills seemed to guard 
beneath their rusty pillars tho treasure of nations ! Was yonder sandy river-bed of 
droughty Macquarie, across Avhich we clatter by an iron bridge, to pi'ove another 
Factolus? But to the ordinary visitor Bathurst is simply a commonplace town. It 
is in the light of its past that it becomes of interest. Few towns in Australia are 
historic, and of most, all that can be said is that they have a history before them. 
Bathurst, however, has its tales of the gold fever and of the bushrangers ; and it cannot 
but bo that when tl]^ future Walter Scott or Bret Harte of the southern hemisphere 
takes pen in hand, the relation of the strange scenes that have J:>ccn enacted here -will 
lend fresh interest* to the place. ^ * 

HjHrtSver, the train has rattled in ; passengers for the far west arc busily using the 
ij/ftte allowed them for refreshments, and meanwhile wo clear ourselves from 
the crowd and proceed to ^e Royal Hotel, after which we take a glimpse of the town 
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from the- top of one of the neighbouring hills. Plainly to be seen is« the spacious Citjy 
Square, with its deserted market-building in tHe centre — the “white elephant” of the 
*• township — ^built for a purpose which it never served. Around this lie the blocks 
granted ^o religion an'd education. Places of worship raise their stqeples on alt sides. 
The Anglican Cathedral, with its deanery, its chimes, its costly new organ ; the modest 
whitened walls of what wa^ once the Cathedral School, since clqsedT to make way for 
undenominational experiments ; the picturesque Italian architecture of the Roman 
Catholic Cathedral, with its iron railings, well-kept gi*ounds, its nunnery and priests' 
housed,' and the little schoolroom where the faithful still maintain a determined stand 
against encroadhing secularism'; the trim chapel and spire of ctho Weslcyans ; the quiet, 
comfortable church of the Presbyterians — ^all cluster close to the city's heart. Thei*e, 
too, is the old Gaol, the nameless nucleus of old Bathurst — infandum, imfomie, ingens 
— dull-coloured and silent, soon to pass away with* its ugly walls and uglier memories ; 
while beside it towers the distinctive feature of modern Bathurst, a great dome, brooding 
over the Court^-house, the Post and Telegraph Ofiicgs, like a miniature St. Paul’s in some 
nascent London. On the hills that surround the town are various large buildings, some 
of a public character, as the two denominational Colleges, All Saints, belonging J;o the 
Cliurch of England, and St Stanislaus, to the Roman Catholics ; the District Hospital, 
which is the finest building in New South Wales out of Sydney, capable gf •holding 
eighty patients ; and last, but by ifo fhcans least, the new Gaol^ which, at a cost of 
about £80,000, is being erected on the airiest, healthiest, and choicest site in the 
district — perchance to form the nucleus of another suburb. Besides the public buildings, 
there are visible the houses of wealthy residents, among which are conspicuous the 
towers of Ilathrop, the seat of a gentleman distinguished alike for hospitality and for, 
his efforts to improve the town. The surrounding land may, for simplicity's sake, bo 
divided into four portions like the quarters of a hot cross bun. Each of these is 
chiefly llfeld by members of families which trace their title back to the original land 
grants of Governor Macquarie or his successors. 

Tyo of the neighbouring gold-fields arj easily accessible to the toiirist — Hill End 
and Ophir. Both are fairly worked out. As the latter has the unique interest of being 
the site of the first gold discovery in Australia, we will journey thither. It is thirty 
miles of up-and-down-hill work ; at first we pass along a well-metalled road by 
Mount Pleasant, where the white obelisk of old General Stewart, a Peninsular veteran, 
shines from a hill flanking the road, while the granite mansion built by his son relieves 
the scenery with its Elizabethan gables ; thence by tracks, now less frequented, but once 
trodden by thousands of eager feet, past the Icely copper-mine, up the steep slope of 
Dead Man’s Pinch, marked by the mouldering railings of some foi^otten grave, till 
beyond a further crest we sight the Lewis Ponds Creek, and, where it joins the Summer 
Hill, arrive at the towiuship of Ophir. 

One man hpre seems to bo all-important. If Louis XIV. coiitd justly exclaim 
“ L’^tat e’est moi,” with equal justice can Mr. George Slater say that he is O’piies^ The 
hotel, the post-offlee, the butcher’s and blacksmith’s shops, the general store, the ciiur?.h 
and school and cemetery — all these, together with a largo part of what remains of the 
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mines, belong to itnd are under the^immediato supervision of this potentate, who, having 
himself been a working miner, has a ready sympathy with and an intimate knowledge 
of th§ wants bf “tributers” and “ fossickers.” He will himself conduct you to a stone* 
causeway across the river, below which the water, fighting its way between hug^ boulde^js 
o^ white quartz, streaks with foam-flakes the green depths of a neighbouring pbol, in 
which are reflected the flashing sides of a massive rock called “The liluft'.” It was at 
this «pot, in the year of the^ first great International Exhibition, 1851, tliat diggc? 
Hargraves first found traces of that rich ore that has formed suclj a marked featui'o in 
the Colonial C^ourts of later Exhibitions, and which, morq than anything* else, fitis con- 
tributed to the^ rapid development of manufacturing ftidustry and th*e swill growth 
of large cities in* Australia. 

Intense was tho exeitement in tjiis little country town when it was known that 
gold had been discovered within a day’s journey. Bathurst was deserted, and there was 
a veritable stampede for the diggings. Everyone hastened to bo the first to “ peg out a 
claim,” and abandoned his ordinary* occupation in tho excitement of searching for gold. 
•The mason throw down his trowel, the bricklayer his hod; the ploughman left his 
liorsea staring after him from the furrow ; the attorney and tho book-keeper started for 
Ophir, p^ behind ear — all eager to bo first on tho “rush.” Not a pick, nor a spade, 
iivit a cradle ” was there among them ; and yet, when on that inaugural evening of 
Australian gold tligging they arrived breathless at* tho qtiailz rocks, such was the rich- 
ness of this virgin field that with their penknives they were able to loosen enough 
nuggets to fill their pockets with specimens. 

Such was the beginning of this new era in the history of Bathurst, and as tho 
visitor now walks its streets, and secs in them tho quiet routine of a provincial town, 
he can hardly realise tho scenes of excitement that were enacted there in the days of 
the gold fever. 

Clrcat was the impetus given to the town by this new industry. Storekeepers and 
publicans realised rapid fortunes. Handsome brick houses replaced the weatherboard 
tenements of former days, and vacant alloynents were (piickly built over ; whilo^ at the 
same time the colony developed its resources, telegraph lines ran like a great nerve 
system connecting tho various centres, and even the roughly extemporised digging 
townships which fitfully sprang up and as fitfully died away were organised and placed 
under systematic administration. 

It would seem almost impossible, in the security afforded by the appliances of 
modem goverinnent, that perils like those of tho old English high roads should continue 
to exist Yet so it was. And not only were tho outlying districts frequently infested 
by bushrangers, who surprised tho mails or the gold escort, but even* townships wore 
occasionally at their ^ercy. Tho year 1863 is especially memorable on this account in 
the history of !gathurst. The journals of that year teem with accounts of outrage and 
robbery, and with complaints of tho mismanagement of tho police, wljile huge advertise- 
menfAr'^mer rewards, in some cases amounting to a thousand poum^s per head, for the 
j^Spture of the outlaws. The most notorious of those gangs was known as “ Gardiner’s,” 
and afterwards as “Ben Hall’s,” consisting of six desperadoes named Gardiner, Hall, 
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Gilbert, O'Meally, Dunn, and Vane. Mounted on thcfroughbred horses Vhich they seized 
from the stockowners of the district, they robbed the mails or “ stuck up ” wayfarers in 
^ Various parts of the mountain ranges between Bathurst and Goulbum. Gardiner^ made 
Ws escap^ to Queensland, and then Ben Hall became the captain, and jshifted-the scene 
of his*operations towards Bathurst and the Lachlan river, where he had formerly been 
a small squatter. • 

It was at the latter end of that the alarm in Bathurst mached its height 

Towards dusk on Saturday evenitig, the 3rd of October, five horsemen rode mto the 
big open^ sqiiift'c, where the n^arket now stands, and leaving one of their number to act 
as scout, the otlicr four proceeded to, Pedrotta, the gunsmilih’s, not far^ from the police 
barracks, and asked to see some repeating rifles. As there were none in stock, the 

. men loft the shop and proceeded to 
a jeweller’s shop kept by one McMinn. 
Entering the back parlour, they found 
the family at tea, and, presenting their 
revolvers, ordered all present to bo 
silent. One of the females^ ho^yover, 
went into hysterics, which fib discon- 
certed the ruffians that they 4*ctreated, 
still, however, (covering the party 
Avith their pistols ; and one **of them 
as ho Avent tried to lift a glass case 
on the counter, Avhich foiled his eftbrt 
because it opened inAvards. KnoAving 
that an alarm Avould quickly be raised, 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS, BATHUB8T, tlioy Sprang ou their horses and 

galloped doAvn the street, Avithin two 
hundred yards of the residences of fourteen troopers and the police superintendent of the 
district Two of them, missing their Avay, rofle straight tOAvards the barracks, when the 
loader of the gang fired a pistol into the air, and all fovir, turning up a corner street, 
galloped past the other end of the open square, Avhere their comrade the scout joined them, 
and they made oft* as if for the open bush. Presently the clattering of the mounted 
police was heard dashing up in hot pursuit Reaching the end of the street, the troopers 
Avaited at the edge of the bush and listened for the sound of hoofs, to indicate the direction 
taken by the fugitives. Not a sound could be heard. And no Avonder. For instead of 
following the street, the bushrangers had taken a sudden turn to the left, and wore at 
that moment "Sticking up ” De Clouet’s public-house. They entered from the back 
yard, and loft one man in charge of their horses, Gilbert and Hall then entering the 
bar parlour, Avhore theu former remained to guard the publican and a^^ guest, who was 
robbed of £2, Avhile Hall pushed his way into the bedroom, Avhore Mrs. De 
Avashing her baby. , Thinking he was a drunken customer she ordered him 
room, ^but he soon undeceived her, and demanded the cash-box, at the 
turning oA’er the boxes and drawers. “Here,” she exclauxied, “111 find it for you if 
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you'll hold the baby/* whereupon the outlaw smiled 'grimly and showed his hands filled 
with revolvers. Having secured the notes and gold, he wont into the bar parlour, and 
'ordered De Clouet to hand over a favourite racing horse, Pacha, that was m the stablea 
Do Clouet said the ostler had the keys, and the men going out, soon* returned driving 
the ostler before them. Ho was threatened, but persistently said he h^d not got them,; 
0 ^d then happily added, “**1110 police have just ridden by.** A smile of contempt 
^ curled Gilbert’s lip as he replied, “ Two of us are a ,match for four of them any day.” 
However, the hint hacl its eftect’ for the men soon after rode otf without the race- 
horse. ^ • r 

But the night’s work was n'ot yet over. As they rode in* a leisurely manner down 
street, suddenly they saw on the rising groiuul a body of mounted polifte. These latter 
having at the same moment caught sight of the » robbers, a dei^perate chase ensued, but 
the bushrangers, being the better mounted, got clear, and i*ode up the Vale Creek, a 
suburb of Bathurst. Soon intelligence reached town that the houses on the creek were 
being robbed. *Tn one old woman's cottage, during •‘the search for concealed money, a 
bed was ignited, but tlie robbers considerately helped her to put out the lire. Seven 
troopers under (’aptain McClorio were soon on the spot; but each house they visited 
had just i>eon vacated by the bushrangers, who after dodging the constables for some 
time, galloped away unliarmed into the back country. Three weeks later they * aitacked 
a Mr. Keightley, at Hockley, twenty miles from Bathurst, who had the good or bad 
fortune to shoot Vane in the abdomen. Being at last conn)elled, with his ffiond Dr. 
Pochy, to surrender, ho was condemned to be shot with the same gun that had 
killo4 Vane, but on the entreaty of his wife was allowed to ransom himself for £500, 
which she and the doctor procured by riding in early on Sunday morning to the Com- 
mercial Bank at Bathurst. 

The above description will give an idea of the impunity with which robberies were 
committeef, until an improved system of police administration, a change of officials, and 
the inducement of largo rewards, enabled the authorities to stamp out the evil. 
Gardino", the originator ‘of the gang that infested the Bathurst district, was caught iu 
Queensland early in 1804, and sentenced to thirty-two years’ hard labour ; but in 1874 
was released on condition of going to America, and it is said that ho still keeps a public- 
house in San Francisco. Ben Hall and Gilbert were each betrayed by accomplices and 
shot by the police, Vane and O’Meally were shot by private persons whose houses they 
had ‘‘stuck up,” and of all the baud, John Dunn was the only one who met a well- 
deserved fate on the gallows. They were mostly young men, all except Gardiner and 
Hall being under twenty-three years of ago. The career of this gang lasted from 1862 
to 1865. 
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The Biniro — ^Ilia Ancestry — Dangerous Neighbours — The Native Cat — ^Thc Kangaroo— War to the Death — Wallabies' 
^ — Kangaroo Huhting — ^The Emu — A Silly Bird — ^The Native Bear — ^The “ Possum ’’—The “ Guano ” — The 

Sea Eagle — ^New and*01d. ^ 

N tho fact that an animal a few pounds heavier than, and 
in all other respects lik^ an English fo± is m&narch, 
with the exception of tiro alligator and the treacherous 
snake, of the Australian carnivora, tho student of natural 
history ipust sometimes have found himself wondering. 
Perhajjs it is only accordant with the fitness of things 
that the origin of so humble a monarch* should bo 
doubtful. Is ho indigenous, or does tho» continent owe 
him to vessels long since wrecked on the coasts, or to 
Captain Cook, or some similar source? My own opinion 
inclines to tho theory that ho is imported, in support of 
which view arc the facts that in appearance and intch 
ligence ho is mom like the domestic dog than tho wolf, 
tlio jackal, or tho fox, and that he is ready to cross with 
tho d(^g, tho result being a progeny of canine and not 
mulish race. This crossing is, indeed, a remarkable fact 
in tho history of the dingo; it is going on now more or less in every part of the 
country in which dingoes are found, and the cross is principally made, so it seems 
to me, with the stray collie. Hence black and black-and-tan dingoes abound, tho 
normal colour being like that of tho fox — ^red. So, too, when on dark nights these 
bush-scavengers ar'o prowling round tho camp and fighting over thrown-out bones, 
you hoar now and then, though rarely,, a decided l)ark. As I have only^ heard 
this bark at night, I am unable to say whether it proceeded from the true 
yellow dingo, or from one of his black and-tan half-brothers. The cry by which 
the dingo is known is a howl, as of a tame dog in your neighbour’s courtyard, what 
time ho throws back his head in tho moonlight and makes night hideous. The 
loss of bark by the tame dog gone wild is an interesting fact, which is discussed by 
Darwin in one of his works. 

At the present day two causes principally contribute to keep in check the king of 
tho Australian forests The first is the use by man of strychnine, irr defence of his 
flocks and herds ; tho second, the allied influences of dearth of food and disease — 
the lack of imJtriment causing probably, to great extent, the nsanginess and distemper 
to which wfSrefer. 

• • 

Endowed wdth a cunning which in some cases equals that o^ the fox, tho dingo 
is not always to be caught by even the most alluring bait. Sometimes the professional 
poisoner meets wdth a veiy^ crafty subject, who defies all the subtleties ^ith which he 
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seeks to beguile him. A small portion of suet wrapped up in paper, the whole containing 
a grain of the deadly drug, is, i£ laughter belongs to dingoes, ridiculed by a knowing 
one as too childish an attempt on his life to be taken serious notice oft He scrapes a 
hole, buries the whole thing, and departs with openly expressed cofitempt of the bait 
' and the layer thereof. A dangerous customer such a one : in a sheep-paddock in o^ie 
single night he will fiercijly tear a score of sheep, none of which will survive the 
'^deadly bite; from pure wantonness ho will snap right and left at the massed and 
affrighted flock, and^feast on one only, from whoso struggling body, while yet alive, 

he teari^ his ghoulish 
repast. 

The dingo can bo 
domesticated, but will 
prove scarcely worth 
the trouble Ho shows 
no aftection lor his mas- 
ter, but I’cathcr exhibits 
towards him a life- 
long distruSi, seldom 
allowing him even to 
l^y his han'd on him. 
His attention tJb domestic 
poultry is unbounded, 
and ho will swallow 
any number of chickens, 
literally feathers and all. 
In fact, his brain power 
is most limited, as is 
apparent from the 
whole , expression of his face. It would bp interesting to know of what service the 
dingo was to the blacks before the arrival of the white man. An article of food he 
undoubtedly was, and still is; but when the white man’s breed of dog appeared 
with the white man, the aboriginal immediately availed himself of the more intelligent 
race. As a matter of history, it little signifies whether the dingo was much used, 
or used at all, by the blacks; but it would be curious if we could know, though wo 
never can, whether the wild dog, domesticated with the aboriginal, improved in in- 
telligence or not. Probably the answer would be that the savage, from a lack of 
knowledge of -the elementary rules of producing a special breed, and from want of 
appliances for mating selected stock, made no advances at all in improving the dog, if 
oven he domesticated successive generations of the same family ,^^ld not merely 
isolated erases. . 

lly an easy transition we pass from the native dog to the native cat, ’*'dFor a 
marsupial, the female is wonderfully prolific, having as many as six young at a birth. 
While, by its*quick movements and razor-sharp teeth, it disposes no doubt of many 
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of the younger 
snakes and con- 
strictors, whiclT 
share with it, to 
their destnic- 
tion, its home 
of hollow log or 
tree, it in its 
turn falls, with 
its young, a 
victim to the 
larger snake no 
less than to 
the omnivorous 
“ black fellow.” 

Like its English 
covfrkh\ which, 
however, it re- 
sembles in little 

save the accident o# name, it preys 
on tho smaller birds , and like it, 
again, pussy” will visit your pantry, 
and, not contenting herself with your 
cream and milk jug, Avill sample any- 
thing and ovciything she may find 
there. Ceitainly the only value that 
attaches to tho animal is her skin, 
which, when selected with due regard 
to good marking and condition, and 
placed with those of some five dozen 
more of her relatives, makes a most beautiful 
nig. 

Concerning the kangaroo — the animal 
which heralds usually select to support on 
one side the arms of Australia — much has 
been written in many places, and we need 
not suppose that his general structure, habits of life, and appearance lire not already 
familiar to the reader. The great fight that has been waging between his flpccies 
and the invaejiffg -race of mankirfd (in their turn invaded by thtf marsupial) is perhaps* 
not so well^nown ; and as it is one which has cost Queensland, directly and indirectly, 
many hundreds of thousands of pounds, and been the fiiianciaL ruin of many a 
squatter, I may speak of it at some length * » 

It will bo difficult Uf anyone not acquainted with the details of bush-life to 
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imagine that> the balance of nature being destroydd, it should becotne so formidable* a 
task for man to deal with an abnormal increase of such an animal as a marsupial: 
wingless, and thus unable to escape him by taking to the air ; not a buftower, tct escape 
from hfin underground; not cunning, so as to avoid all but the subtlest traps; nor 
swift, so as to outpace the fleetest horses. , ^ 

And yet it was so, that the kangaroo and his relatives, the wallaby and paddy- 
melon, unchecked in their increase by the romova} pf their two great enemies, the 
black fellow and the^ dingo, who* had succumbed or nearly so (the one before 'alcoholic, 
the o*tlier bbforo strychnic, ^ poison), sty multiplied that man gave up the unequal 
struggle of figliting with gun,\rap, p-nd yard, and only conquered at Jast by surround- 
ing his immense and luxurious pasturages with a fence that could be neither climbed 
nor jumped, on the outside of which the marstqiial must faiif be content to live. 

But before the squatter brought his mind and opened his pocket to 'an outlay 
caused by the erection of many miles of wire-netting, the cost of which was never 
under £120 per mile, what sights were seen! A plain, stripped of all grass by the 
invading hordes, brown, too, with the figures of four or five hundred of tlie enemy, 
who, on the first appearance of a human being, dispersed in all directions, and with 
rapid bounds passed away into mere specks on the rolling downs. The p^Sor starved 
sheep, wondering where their grass had gone, and why it did not come after the rain 
as of yore, weiu unable to copy the hardier kangaroo, who, if ho never grows fat, 
can live on country where the domesticated animal must die. At hight the 
wallabies, issuing from the scrub-lands that fringe the plains, annihilate tlie grass 
tha^ grows adjacent to the scrub, working still further and further from their 
daytime retreat (the scrub) into the open plain, till about its centre they meet their 
brethren advancing from the scrub on the other side, and in conference decide that 
there is nothing on that side of the eountiy left worth eating. Then to the scrubs 
go men,'' armed with double-barrelled breech-loading guns and countless cartridges; 
positions are taken up, and blaciks and whites beat the scrub up to the shooters, 

whoso* guns never cease till grown too Ijot to hold, and around whom, when the 

“drive” is over, the wallabies lie in heaps. A hundred and twenty thousand killed 
in one year on one station by these and similar means made no dificrcnce apparently 
in the numbers of the survivors; and, as I said, defemsive instead of oftensive tactics 
has to be resorted to, while, in addition, a price varying from one shilling to threepence 
wius put on the head of each grjiss-eating marsupial, of which the Government pays 
one half and the district in which the marsupial is killed the other half. 

A fight between two kangai*oos, witnessed from a distance, is not unlike a pugilistic 
encounter between tvro Frenchmen. Tliis one dances forward and hits out with the. 

left, the other retreats and panics; then, while feints are mads with the hands, the 

feet are brought forward, and the great toe directed •to disembowel wjith a formidable 
kick, such as, in proportion to hiS sizo,^ a kangaroo may bo counted cha to bestow 
with greater effect,, than any other animal. 

In the south of New South Wales and in A'ictoria there are laige districts where 
the kangaroo" (it is an open question whether the plural«takes an “s” — whether the 
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S word follows the example of sheep or cow) exist, 

but not in great numbers. In such parts it is 
the usual practice to hunt, not to shoot, the 
animal. Kangaroo dogs are a special breed — lu 
kind of strong greyhound. Kangaroo-hunting is 
excellent sport, judged • not inferior to English ^ 
. fox-hunting by men who have tried both. The 
by sight,, and the riders keep tl^ir eyes open whilst 
is being sought. Once die kangaroo is seen, ^afl the 
11 gallop. The Anstralian horses may be trusted 
lie broken timber, which looks so awkward, and 
[i visitor had better let the horse have his head, and 
his attention to sticking on. Very likely the run 
couple of miles straight across country; it is often 
iig. At its close the kangaroo is fotAul “at bay,” 
f the liuntei-s dismounts and hits the animal on the 
a “waddy,” a native name in (H)inmon use for a 
If the animal be an “ old man,” he will show 
irove an ‘^ugl;^ customer.” An “old man” will often 
- xij^j ujf dog st> as to disable him for weeks, if not to kill 
him. The kangaroo dead, it is usual to cut oft* his tail and 
to ride off with the recking trophy. 

Supporting Australia’s arms on the other side of the heraldic device, stiyids 
the emu, the ostrich of Australia. Of no commercial value as regards plumage 
or food, the emu can only be regarded lis an aesthetic appendage to bush landscape. 
With the merest rudiments of wings, his safety lies in the strong legs w'hich, with the 
strength of a horse’s, carry him out of danger from the spears of the blacks,* or over 
the trackless prairies from one watcrliole to another. He flourishes best on the endless 
rolling downs of the far west, where probabljr he can better defend his young fro*n the 
assaults of his enemies — the dingo and the aboriginal. With food the emu is generally 
abundantly supplied, whatever tjlse in the animal kingdom of Australia remains hungry, 
for the drougljt-resistiiig scrub furnishes at all times ample food of berries and leaves, 
which supplies him when the native grasses have dried up and disappeared, and when 
even the kangaroo begins to feel the pinch of short commons. In captivity the emu 
does not lose his marvellous powers of assimilation and digestion, and stories are told 
of kegs of nails, fish-hooks, pocket-knives, and other indigestible provender being taken 
by him — as a tonic, probably. In captivity, too, ho appears to becomd possessed by 
the demon of mischieSf. One of his favourite amusements is to watch till a Visitor 
to the house up his horse while he goes in to pay his call. • Stealthily — althohgli^ 
there is no ^Jeeasion for concealment — down ^long the fence comes the joker, his neck 
depressed betwjeen his shoulders and ciuwed downwards, his head wagging from side to 
side. Your horse arches his neck the other way, and with pricked ears and heacl im- 
movable brings a fair tension on your bridle-rein. Nearer and nearer comes the emu, 
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and now determines, as a good joke, to pass between your horse and the fence. Vhe 
tension becomes greater; and yet all might have been well, and the horse have passed 
through the ordeal, and the bridle remained a bridle to you for yeors to come, but 
the affair seems so far too tame for your host’s pet, and when imder the horse’s nose 
he suddenly puts every feather on edge, and with a shake, such as and a Newfound- 
land dog could alone give, 
appears to your horse like 
a dozen suddenly-erected 
umbrellas. » You borrow a 
•‘bridle aiyl ruefully think of 
your sacMler’s bill, and have 
•the indifleront consolation 
of hearing the young ladies 
of the house scolding “ that 
naughty Jack,” 

To the blacks the emu 
stands in premier •position 
iis an article Sf food. It* 
is a case of “cift and come 
again;” and so successfully 
does this apptW to tho 
hungry savage, that tho 
elders of the tribes impress 
upon the juniors that 
dreadful things will happen to them if they taste 
its Hesh before manhood. 

The speed of the emu is equal to that of an 
ordinarily good horse with a rider on his back. If 
the ^uxnuid be firm, the bird is to be caught by the 
rider, provided he races him "from the jump;” if 
he should also yell at the top of his voice it will 
improve his chances, as tho foolish^ bird will then 
waste time looking around him, and will also run 
to cross the rider’s line, having an idea implanted 
in that absurdly small brain that ho is being cut oft‘ from retreat. Should the hunter, 
however, proceed in a leisurely manner after his quany (say, at a good hand-gallop), 

I doubt whether, after he had chased him thus on relays of horses three times round 
Austl’alia, ho would be any nearer to catching him. 

To give tho sill)i*bird his due, he displays a Certain, not too ^^^ssivo, amount 
of courage in defending his young, which .are reared amid many perils, amSvhich spring 
from those handsome green and black eggs which, being on the western plains of Queens- 
land, of no commercial valub whatever, are transformed into valuable works of art by 
the hand of the silversmith when turned by him into cups, flagons, or inkstanda The 
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skifi makes a handsome carriago-maft, but is not of sufficient commercial value to 
recoup the hunter. For that and other reasons, there seems no danger of the bird 
becoming extinct, since his two chief enemies — the dingo and the aboriginal — ^aro, to 
his welfare, disappof^ring. However, on account of the damage he does to wire fences — 
not by eating them, as has been supposed by some, but by breaking them when ' 
crossing from one padc^ock to another — ^many managers of sheep stations on the Barcoo, 
in Quei^nsland, cause nests of eggs, when found, to be destroyed. 

From* the emu lot ns descend to 
smaller game, ^ tliough of name pre- 
tentious, and look at the^ native bear. 

He is no bear, aa the most casual ob- 
server may sec, but belongs to the sloth 
family. My first acquaintance with him 
wiis in this wise: — He was a rara ariit 
in the district in which I was living, 
and I happened to bo journeying on 
a road^ along which, preceding me by 
a few hoiffs, was a mob of travelling 
sheep. I was crossing a range of hills ; 
and stuck up in a low bush alongside 
the road was what I took to be the pelt 
of a sheep, which as I drew nearer 
assumed a form more whimsical than 
I had ever seen. I stopped not three 
yards from where the thing was, and 
gazed at the ingenuity that I supposed 
the cook belonging to the travelling 
sheep had wasted in concocting such an 
extraordinary figure, when suddenly the 
eyes rolled and the body slightly moved, 
and I knew that I was in the presence 
of a native boar. I had a good long 
look at him,* and wo parted to meet no more. The next occasion that I made 
acquaintance with his race was when, on rising^ early one morning, I found one 
clinging to a verandah-post. I could never make out whether he had lost »himself in 
his nocturnal rambles and mistook my verandah-post for a tree, or whether ho had 
visited me with predatory intent. Of him at any rate I made a captive, but ho 
soon afterwards died. • • 

The native bear is an almost brainless marsupial, and uruist surely be . very 
low in aninjid^uitelligonco. The female carries her young on her back as soon as* 
it outgrows her small pouch, and does so much of it that her fur is always worn 
off just above where her tail would be if she had one,* Otherwise her skin would 
make very excellent rugs, indeed skins of the male bear do. For«his iooSi he 
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oats tlie leaves and flower of various eucalyptr, and prefers to reside aiiiong the 
mountains ; he probably does without water. He in his turn affords food to the 
omnivorous aboriginal, and ** takes a lot of killing,” as I have witnessed in one 
^with three revolver bullets in his body. *A fall of thirty or forty feet from* a limb 
cut away from under him has no effect whatever. 

There is a tradition in Melbourne, especially amongs^ tfie midshipmen of 
merchant vessels that trade there, that the native bear would fetch £300 in ]^ondon> 
because of the gi*cat difficulty -in conveying him tllitfier. If he cannot get his supply 
of guln leaves, ho dies. 

Up the •same tree, livYhg on tho same food, but mQre nocturnal in his habits, 
wo find the “possum,” which name is so entirely his that “opossum” has become 
pedantic. He is the daily bread of the aboriginal and of the benighted white man who 
is able to catch him. As an article of food he compares favourably with the rat when 
tho prejudice which accompanies tho eating of a rat is taken into account’ In the 
hands of a French cook ho might indeed become palatable ; roasted on the coals 
ho is tough, and any flavour he may have is of tho gum-tree. A “ black boy ” 
or “gin” after a possum has to know the business. The bark of tho trep shows 
tho small scratches which the possum must perforce make when climbing up it 
after his food. Are tho tracks fresh? That is, was that scratch (for tiie tree on 
inspection appears covered with them) made last night or the^ night before ? If the 
night before, in vain would you look in the hollows of the tree. But k is other- 
wise, and stop by stop, in notches cut in the perpendicular trunk of tho tree, rises th© 
black boy till the branches are reached. Hero his progress upwards redoubles in 

S{)eed as he steps from branch to branch, and peers into the dead knots and butts 

of broken-off branches, of which the tree is full. Presently he looks very suspiciously 
down one of these apertures, and then, breaking off a piece of dry stick, throws it 

down the hole ; it rattles in its dovrnward course, and suddenly stops in a silent 

way that, to his practised oar, tells him that it has “struck wool.” With tho back 
of hjs tomahawk ho hammers tho spot where he thinks the possum lies, and 
possibly the noise dislodges his prey into a more accessiblo place. Hearing where 
the move has taken place to, he hammers again; but this time the reply is, in 
historical language, “J*y suis, j’y reste,” and forthwith the coloured gentleman or 
lady (for both arc expert in tho use of tho tomahawk) cut a nick, whendo they shortly 
after extract our little woolly friend T^y the tail, and before ho has time to think or 
wink, to bite or scratch, his head is brought into violent contact with the tree, and 
ho falls at tho foot of it a corpse. Tho possum is specially prized for his skin — 
the further south, the more valuable it becomes ; and it must only bo taken off 
him .at certain periods of tho year, the winter being prefenvd. If sought for his 
fur, he must either • bo caught as above, or trapped, as shooting, gf course, injures 
*the skin. 

• •. * * 

To fill your ^ bag with possums, wait till the moon is at about 45^, and on a 

clear night go out among* the gum and box trees, and gaze up into them with 
the moon on tho other side till you. see the possum^ outline clear cut against 
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‘th% shining disc; make ready, present, firel A roar through the silent forest and 
a thud on the ground tell you that your cartridge has exploded and your game has 
come to grasa •Sometimes it is necessary to thin down the legions of possums 
which draw near tp your homestead, and you do it thus in the night, to the great 
delight of small boys — white and black. Then your store may have rest from the^ 
Sbci^imal visits of 'this very interesting but objectionable little creature, who tackles 
your flpur-bin and everything that is eatable, and not only cats but destroys, and, less 
nimble thmi the domestic cat, capsizes the bottles from .the shelves, although ho serves 

one purpose filled by the cat in other countries, viz., to 
• ^take on himself the delinquencies of all ^and Sundry. 
In Queensland all bro*ken crockery is distinctly traceable 
/V • ^ to the possum. 

/ Dismiss the possum with this short account of him, 

look at another animal, who writes his name 
I “iguana,” but pronounqps it “guano,” or. thus has it 

•• i pronounced for him by the bushman. Of the order 

of the crocodile, and a knight companion of the 
^ ^ excellent lizard, the iguana (let us bo allowed to call 

“guano”) won't hurt you except yOu. 
‘"w keep poultry; then ho thinks himself entitled to go 
halves with you, and will take your eggs as fast as 
the hens can lay them, and the chickens long before 
you care to eat them. Needless to say, the blacks will 
cat him on all occasions, but perhaps it is ncccssaiy*to 
warn you to have nothing to do with him in the vray 
of 'food unless you have a dief to cook his tail; 

► when I can well believe, since the rudiments of meat are con- 

tained in it, you may like it quite as well as you would a frog or 
" a toad disguised by the same deft hand. 

A noticeable peculiarity of the “guano” is that ho never 
remains, if he can help it, on the same side of the tree as any 
individual who wants to make his acquaintance. Perhaps it is 

THE IGUANA. shyness, perhaps it is that inherited experience teaches him that 

you require his “corporeal body” (as a grandiloquent old shepherd 
I once had called it) to make a meal of, embalm, dissect, preserve, stuff’; at any 
rate, he makes a point of keeping on tho opposite side of the tree. In the sand he 
burrows, and there the eggs are laid; and from the shallow burrows tl^o black gin’s 
yam-stick disinters th^ skulking reptile, who soon lies on tho dining-room table ready 
for consumption. ^ 

Another ^strong point about a “ guano ” is that ho will voluntarily enter into a ’ 
combat which every other animal except the eagle shirks ; that is to say, he will seek 
"OUt and fight the deadly snake, whose bite appears to havq no more effect on him than 
would the peck of a sparrow. It used to be suggested that his habit was to rbtire 
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after an encounter and cat some antidote; and odd bushmen hav^ thought it 'wo^h 
their while to watch to what plant he repaired for refreshment. But nothing ever 
came of such investigation ; anci if the beast really is impervious to snake-bite, it 
must l)p for some other reason than the old-fashioned one, which, to say tho*least of 
*^it, is improbable. 

Belonging to the same family as the iguana is the frilled lizard, which, while posses^g 
the structure common to 'other members of the tribe, has anomalous characteristics all 

its ov^.* The capture of the first speci- 
men, in Careening Bay, Port Nelson, is 
thus described^ by Mr. A. f^unningham: — 

I securcMl *a lizard o^^extraordinaiy ap- 
pearance, which had perched itself ‘Upoii 
the stem of a small decayed tree. It 
had a curious crenated membrane, like a 
ruli* or tippet, round its neck, covering 
its shoulders, and when it was expanded 
— which it was enabled to do bjj means 
of transverse slender cartilages— it spread , 
five inches in the fonn of ai\ open um- 
brella Its head was rather large, and 
the eyes, whilst living, were gather pro- 
minent; its tongue, although bifid, was 
short and thick, and appeared to be 
tubular.” 

Even as I think about the white- 
bellied sea-cagle, I sit and look at bis 
lofty home on the heights of Yeppoon, 
that beautiful portion of the Queensland 
coast; and even as I look he leaves his 
lofty retmat and hovers in front of my 
windows by the margin of the tide, but 
high up, and level with my window. 
Suddenly the wings close, and like a falling shell, and with a ‘whirl audible . 
where I am, he plunges headlong and seizes a sea-snake that the receding tide 
has just stranded, and, with powerful strokes of his wings, upwards he goes, the 
soi-pent writhing in the air. What happened to the Queensland eagle and snake 

was different , from the sequel to the battle between bird and reptile described by 
Horqer. A butcher’s cart is returning along the hard, sandy b^ach, and the butcher 
sees the whole thing. Tlie eagle, encumbered by the great, coiling serpent, flies in 
‘his struggles down to the lower strata of the air, and flutters clumstly along the 
shore ; and, urging his horse into full ‘ gallop, the butcher flies after him, yelling 
with all his might The CAglc sees he is pursued, and, shortly dropping his prey, 
disa]^pears i^nto the upper air, while the crippled and still writhing reptile becomes 
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t 1 |e property of tkc butcher, who, *08 I see through my glass, vivisects him on the 
spot, and finds contained within him or her ten or twelve smaller serpents, either 
swallowed for safety or ready for birth; which, we will leave naturalists to decide. 

Tfie reader mpy bo glad to have the passage from Homer in an English dress. I 
am fortunate in being able to give it from a translation composed in Australia, and in 
parts to the accompaniment of the music made by the waves of our Southern 
Ocean: — 


“ Skirting the left of the host did an eagle towering %oar, ^ 

And a serpont, a blood-red monster, clutched in Jiis talons he bore, 

Yet living and straggling ; and still was its battle del^ht unquelled, 

Forjuickward itfwiithed, while yet in the grip, of his claws it was held; 

On the breast by the neck did it smite him, and earthward ho cast the prey. 
Agony-thrilled, ^nd amidst of the throng of the Trojans it lay, 

And adown the blasts of the wind*he darted with one wild scream/' 

Tramlati^n of the Iliad (Book xii.), by AnTHUR S. Wav. 
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THE JENOLAN CAVES. 

Probable r Formation — Treasure-Casket — DiscoTerjr — Exploration — Approaches — ^The Entranoe — The Grand 
Arch — ^Tbe Devirs Coaoh-honse — Nettle Cave — The Three Gorgres — Exhibition &11 — ^The Confectioner's 
Shop— Elder Cave — Pearl Cave — Katie's Bower. « . 

A NYWHERE along the coast-lino of New South Wales, after watching the"^ bigsakers 
foam themselves to death* among the ruined rdclt-fragments below some«grim pre- 
cipice, 'we may turn inland and view on the horizon just siich another line of cliffs, now 
impending over the broad Nepean and the pastures that Ijne its banks, but once ^o 
guardians of the inner land against* a raging sea. If Sydney Harbour were raised high 
and dry from the ocean level, in no long time its coves wojuld bo thick with iinder- 
f growth, its deep-hid recesses rank with tree fern and kurrajong, sassafras, and pine- 
scrub, and its whole appearance identical with that of a Blue Mountain gully. Such as 
Sydney Harbour is now were these gullies long ago : nay, even more lovely, no doubt, 
at least in their lower depths, where the coral-reefs filled up all the winding bays, 
and massed their glistening rock-palaces along the ocean floor. Ages ago, no doubt, 
life was abundantly and extravagantly strewn among the silent gorges that«now rarely 
echo even to the wings of a stray parrot, or the “loping*' homewards of, an adven- 
turous rock-wallaby; but the rccf& remain, not in their old form, but more beautiful 
still : 

^^Nothincr of them but doth change 
. Into something rich and strange." 

Uncler the waters they may have gleamed brightly; under the incumbent hills, in 
shapes more fantastic and more lovely than ever, the transformed corals still glisten 
for us, and flash back our lights from myriads of crystalline facets. 

Far away in the labyrinth of her water-worn gorges has Nature hidden tliis treasure- 
casket. Her wild animals knew of it, and sheltered in it many a time, safe there 
even from the pursuing black fellow, whose superstition peopled the huge caverns, with 
“ debbil-dcbbil ” innumerable. Then came Snan, wilder and more savage still : a bush- 
ranger, credited with the cold-blooded murder of his own mate, found in these valleys 
an unsuspecting retreat. Even the first really civilised men that reached the spot, 
tracking McKewin to his welhchosen lair, and finding in the largest cave marks of his 
horse’s stabling, could think of no better name for it than the “Devil’s Coach-house,” 
saying truly enough that if McKewin wasn’t the devil in person, he was the best 
imitation we could look for on earth. Forty-three years have gone since then, and for 
more than thirty of them little was known of the caves; even six years ago the most 
beautiful of all still remained undiscovered. For discovery means not only zealous 
hard work of a most unhealthy kind — flying for hours on one’s face in a damp tunnel 
"only large enough to admit the explorer’s body, while the hands are constantly chiselling ' 
away the limestone from around a narrow crack ahead ; not only the intrepid spirit 
that consents to be lowered, into wells sometimes 300 feet deep, running all manner 
of risks from falling stone and fraying rope and jagged rock-edges, for the delight of 
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discovering some now store of gems — but also a kind of special genius for divining caves, 
a talent that leads its possessor to break a way through what was apparently solid 
formation, and to emerge at last into great open chambers full of fantastic shapes and 
glittering images.* Such patience, such courage, such genius, have been displayed^ 
^wain and again by those who opened up these caves for our enjoyment; and, while 
w^enjoy the fruit of* their labours, it is at least befitting riiat wo should pay tribute 
to thfeir perseverance. 

From Sydney we may make choice out of three routes, each possessing jts own 
attractions. Once on the summit of the Blue Mountain Range, we are cut ofi' from the 
southern valleys -by great *01188 of sandstone, known as the Walls, which overlook the 
Kanimbla Valley; and along the whole lino thci*e are but three breaks such as the 
ordinary tourist would care to avail himself of. At Katoomba a huge cleft (known 
most unreasonably as Nellie’s Glen) is descended by zigzag paths, down which we 
may ride or lead a horse, and from the bottom a bridle-track winds away for thirty 
miles, passing a good deal of rough country on the way, and giving inexperienced people 
a chance to lose themselves — a good many people, indeed, have lost themselves, though 
a very® slight knowledge of bush-tracks would have saved thorn. Eleven miles further 
along the railway line, at Mount Victoria, a carriage rood plunges clown past the h^sad 
of the Eafiimbla, and takes forty miles of wandcrjng to reach the hill-top above McKewin’s 
Creek, from which two miles of bridle-track brings us on foot to the Cave House. The 
railway iCself, by tunnel and zigzag, makes its way down a third gap in the Walls 
to Lithgow, and so onward to Tarana, whence a third road, thirty-six miles long, 
leads us by Oberon, and down a splendid zigzag cutting to the Cave House door, 
coaching it all the way. 

So one arrives at last, by one route or another, at the bottom of a gorge from 
fifteen to eighteen hundred feet deep, and scarcely broad enough for a cricket pitch. 
Two dried-up creek-beds meet at the point of a long, steep tongue of land, and the 
hotel stretches itself between them on a narrow flat cut deep into the living rock. On 
cither hand the ground rises sharply in bonlm of long grass and loose stones, interspersed 
here and there with ragged trees. Seven hundred feet above us on the right bank 
(our road has been cut to and fro across the left bank) towers a ruined mass of 
limestone beyond the tufted grass, a fit spire for the great cathedral within the hill. 
In front the gorge narrows to the creek-bed, and the creek itself is barred by a sheer 
precipice, so » that the dammed-back water ages ago, chafing against the barrier, wore 
through it the huge timnel whose black mouth we see beyond a clump of trees: huge 
it is, indeed, but in the side of that clifT it seems a mere hole. Descend into it, 
clamber down past the forge that shelters in its mouth, through the dark passage 
and its ever-rushing forrent of strong wind, and out into the great hall beyond, whpre 
every morning the sunlight flows in over the eastern bills, ami lights up stalactites 
an^ rocky l&oulder hanging in the distant* roof; or see the whole* vast cavern lit 
at night with cunningly-placed lights high up in the receding •walls — lights that 
play lovingly over the groat stone Organ Pipes — and frack in the roof an ancient 
livoris bed; then you will* forget the dust along the floor, and the huge wooden 

* A 
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platforms that disfigure its sides, and begin to understand that you*are near a land 
magif. 

Lot us go further — not by night, because the track is rough .and easily missed, but 
m the early morning, just as the tirst sunbeams strike in on the piled-up boulders by 
the lower mouth of this (Irand Arch — and climb down among the creepers 
• bracken towards a sound \)f running water. It is only about twenty yards ii’om^o 
arch's mouth, behind a lichened crag; there, from a (»-ovico at the foot, wells the 
clearest of clear stieams, rejoicing afU'r four Jiiilcs of darkness to see sunlight on 
the greenery. ^ Just beyond,^ in a tangled bed of w'atercress, I’ises another rivulet. 



THE GRAND ARCH, 
c 

9 

that now for the first time sees the diiy. One can trace it through the hills for 
five miles southward as it nins along in various caves far down below the surface, 
but here first, as far as wo knenv, docs it spring to open air. So the ^two join and 
sj)ced away for half-a-inile or so down the valley, among gums, and lightwood, 
and nil the undergrowth of Australian hill-creeks — maiden-hair and the colonial 
bart's-tougue, bracken and twining blueberry, and thick growth of everlastings ; 
and suddenly, turning a comer, fall over bare rock into a dark, deep pool, with 
sIkht clift* to the right which the rock-lilies crown, and on the left a rock platform 
that every swimmer among cave-tourists knows well ; and so edit over a pebbly bar, 
*and through a long,'' cool avenue of lightwoods to\irards the eastern rivers and the 
great ocean. • . ^ 

There is j^ct another cavern or tunnel in the hills that we may see before we follow 
our guide into the deep-hidtlen chambers that are the Caves. Standing in the lower 
entrance of the Grand Arch, we see it to our left, a long dit in the dark stone, which 
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lirfdens above us aS we enter; the floor is strewn with water- worn pebbles, for floods 
often come down this way. As the passage widens and expands above us, wc see far 
away tjie nortHem opening of a vast cave, iringed with delicate-seeming stalactites 
that might almost* swing, one thinks, in the breeze against the distant sky, yet Vo shall 
fipd a fallen one up above which is two or three feet in diameter. This (misnomer of 



THE devil’s coach-house. 


misnomers!) is the Devil's Coach-hoiise — this noble vault, three hundred feet high, 
and as broad across. Surely wc shall find no fiends here, but only the huriuless 
rock-wallaby that haunt every crevice in its walls, and maybe a gaudy parrot that flies 
backwards and forwards in the heights, having found its wiiy in through a leaf- 
embowered Aperture in the side of the dorae.^ Miserably inappropriate, are many of the 
names that man has plastered on these treasure-chambers, more cj^^sfacing even than 
this; for at least there was once a reason for it — it recalls the old days of ^ early 
discovery. But with what ^sgust must we bo filled when some comer ol* shimmering 





.102 


CASSELL’S PICTUBESQVE AUSTKALASIA. 


tJSNOLAV 


loveliness, some fretted roof covered with crystal pendants, some spi^ading lake of tiisy 
flashing jewel-waves, has to be connected in our minds with respectable but prosaic 
names — ^not by any , right of discovery, but in order that influentiaT men may be 
(S]heaply*complimented by the curator. 

Away from the northern end of this huge cavern stretches a narrowing gorge, 
between hills two thousand feet high. Sometimes a sheer precipice edges the desej^<!e3^ 
creek-bed ; beyond, the hills enclose a grass-flat, shadowed with spreading gum«trees ; 
farther again, the straitened vallfey is covered with thick scrub, lyroTbirds sing* invisible 
on ovoiy pdint, and the sheeny wonga pigeons whirr up into the hillside bushes. 
Only in flood-lime does the cifeek run above ground; for. the greater j)art of the year 
it disappears some four miles up the valley, and is only seen by those who venture to 
explore the many caves of McKewin’s Hole. .As we turn hack through the Coach- 
house and gain the lower entrance, it is well to glance up towards the right, where, 
between two walls of dark rock, a grass-green slope looks down from the heights. 
Above it, springing from wall tcf rocky wall, is a huge stone arch, a natural bridge, 
hung with creepem and bordered on its lower edge with fringing stalactites. It Ls 
twenty feet thick from crown to keystone, but from below looks scarcely safe t# tread 
on.^ On it, when wo have circuitously laboured up the four hundred feet of stift* 
climbing, wo look down into the winding valley as at a thing very far away*; wo hear 
as in a dream the hidden stream afid the rustling greenery towards the waterfall, but, 
looking up, it is almost on our heads, and we make haste to stand out of* the way, 
lest it should fall on ua 

^So far wo have wandered to and fro in the air and the daylight, and could 
wander for many days amid the surrounding gullies in a maze of lovely scenery. If 
there is one (piolity that critic-tourists have striven to fix on Australia it is monotony; 
their letters are full of the “ everlasting gum-tree,” their books grow themselves 
monotonous with reiterated complaint of dull- tinted foliage and unvarying scrub. Two 
days in these valleys would make them change their mind — a week would alter them 
into hot converts — so lavishly on hillside and creek-bank has Nature strewm her wealth 
of blossom and flower- tinted leafage. Every gully has its own beauty. Now we climb 
among dark cherries and young pine, and tread down the juicy stalks of yellow and 
crimson orchids, then we cross a turfy saddle and plunge down a treeless slope that 
waves with long grass, and is gaudy with sweet pea and everlasting; at the bottom, 
maybe, wo shall walk under a cliff of white limestone, edged with stone-slides of a 
slatier blue, in whose crevices the moss clusters thickly, wdiile rock-lilies sprout on its 
soft green bed. 

The caves •themselves are yet to be seen. Tliero are six of them, and each, except 
the fiist two, takes from one-and-a-half to two hours to inspect; consequently, at least 
two days and a half nfast be given up to them in order to enjoy them thoroughly, since 
it becomes wearying to visit more than two in one day. For the trip, onh adopts the 
oldest and most .compact clothes possible; no ribbons or trimmings must be left 
hangipg to catch on a point *of rock. The guide takes his magnesium wire-lamp and 
a supply of handles, the visitors provide themselves with qmdlesticks (a peculiar form^ 
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is* ill vogue, with rf saucer attached to catch the spenn drippings) and matches, and 
the procession starts. Down into the mouth of the Grand Arch we wind along, out to 
its lower entrance, and then, with a sharp leftward turn, mount some half-covered steps 
to a grating that bars the cave mouth. This is the Nettle Cave. The reason is ifpparei\( 
at^ once: those tall weeds that edge our stairway can sting with great effect Our ' 
opens a gate in, the grating, lets us all in, and bars it agaia Then the candles 
are lighted — they will not be much wanted here, but it is as well to get into the* 
routine af once — and we start off down a slope thick with dust JEiere the formations 
are, as a rule,, of great size, but covered with an impalpable yellow powder, and quite 
wanting in brilliancy; they .are mutilated, too, to a largo extent, by ftrmer visitors, 
excursionists of fcwenty 
years ago, who were 
anxious to keep up 
their rifle shooting. 

Presently we come out 
into daylight in the 
side oS a huge vault, 
and find* ourselves a 
hundred feet or so up 
in the southern wall 
of the • Coach-house, 
with the light stream- 
ing down through the 
summit-hole on masses 
of fantastic stalagmite ; 
some imitating a lob- 
ster’s back, others like 
drooping branches of 
willow, green wdth the age-long dropping of rain from above. Herefrom » long 
flight of wooden stairs loads up to tunnels yet higher in the clifl*, still full of dust and 
wrinkled masses of Nature’s statuary : in one recess a huge contorted stalactite waits 
only the striker to boom forth like a deep-toned cathedral bell. Wo feel as if wo 
were treading the deserted halls of some ancient castle, from which all the delicate 
beauty of* home and' its treasures has long ago fled ; the great arches and (;arvcd 
rafters, the tracery of empty windows, alone remain, dust-covered and mutilated, to tell 
of a far-off’ grandeur. 

Through another grating wo come out on a grass slope immediately underneath 
the Carlotta Arch, and climb by steps to the saddle. The cliff’s on either hand are 
honeycombed with chambers that the wallaby love : by the months of some of thoso^ 
chambers you may rake up a heap of leg-bones and lower jaw;;; nothing else 
seems to last We turn sharply round over the right-hand cliff* on the Arch itself, 
where a pathway two feet wide is railed in along its narrewing ridge, and gain th^ top 
of the great limestone embankment, through which a chafing torrent has cut fhe tunnel of 
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tho Grand Arch. Here, while we view the three gorges from theif meeting-place, wo 
SCO that the most noticeable feature is a pinnacle of crumbling rock that stands up in 
advance of the cliff, right above the lower entrance of the arch belo\4’; joined to its 
parent ^ock only at tho base, it curves upward and outward over the precipice, 

unsupported, ever in preparation Jo 
fall. Moving on still to tho 
dqwn a staircase of rocks, wc? find 
that on the crown of anotHer grassy 
saddle limestone ‘ has cropped out in 
a now form, a mass gf yellow crystals 
that lie scattered* about over the 
turf. To ‘our right is tho upper 
valley, with the Cave House, three 
hundred feet or so below; in front 
rises crag after crag of decaying 
stone towards the Pinnacle Rock, 
which towers seven hundrwl feet 
above the hotel. Our pa*th zigzags 
down on the left, past another out- 
cropping of calcite crystal, into a 
lovely natural grotto t\Vined all 
about with creepers. Here is the 
entrance to tho Lucas Cave, guarded 
as- usual with an iron gate ; and now 
wo see to our candles with especial 
care, for wo are leaving the daylight 
for a good two hours. Down into 
tho darkness avc go by winding, 
tunnels and stairways, watching the 
guide’s light as it flickers to and 
fro far below us. At last we reach a 
landing, not yet at the bottom of the cave, but broad enough to give room for a 
party. “Dowse tho glims!” is the word; and the candle having been quenched, 
a tiny blue flame begins to waver in the guide’s lamp, and suddenly the w^ire bursts 
into a strong, keen flame. Up the rocky walls it flashes, and pierces at last to a 
nook wo can scarcely see. “ There is the highest point,” says our instructor, “ three 
hundred feet from hero,” .and wo try to imagine it, but can only retain a confused 
impression of mounting smoko and skirring bats and distance. • 

, Then wo clambet down through the groat Exhibition Hall, with its creamy 
shawls and delicate lacelike film of curtain, and the strong column that has been 
broken in twain with the slipping away of its rock support ; lower still to the Jewel- 
casket, where a crevice in thd stone hides a myriad topaz-like gems ; lower again to 
die iron bri<Ige, and the silent pool forty feet below it, whose inflowings and outgoings 
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nS man knows ; always amid the wildest of wild rock sconeiy — fallen crags and 
scattered boulders, masses such as giants might hurl. Wild such a place would be in 
the sunniest daylight; awful it is when even the magnesium can but faintly illumine 
its ruggedness, and our candles glimmer through the darkness like glowworms in 
stormy night But at last wo come out to the open sky again, and see the valleys 
covered with a fresher green, the flowers tinted with more brilliant hues. 

The Elder Cave, which one, reaches by a ladder let down into a pit some fifteen* 
feet deep, is so called from an elder-tree that grows at its mouthy and fills almost the 
whole circle o6 the well with its exuberant foliage. Here the path is even Inore^ rugged, 
for artificial aidi^ are wanting. Now and again one^comeiS upon a piece of* real climbing, 
such as ladies db not love. Grand it is certainly, but so is the Lucas Cave; 
and of those who visit it, more enjoy .the delights of scrambling than the beauty of 
the formation. Yet at its lower end thcro is a sight that one can view nowhere else: 
between the approaching roof and floor of a far-extended chamber, coralline branches 
of a delicate pink cover the whole 


face of the rock, and meet at the 
furthof cml in a tangle of glimmering 
light and shade. 

From* this oavo we clamber down 
by a cleft, where rocks have fallen 
away in* ruin, to the last and best 
of the scries, the Imperial Caves. 
Wo are following as nearly as possible 
the original di.scoverer’s path, for it 
was down this cleft, a little farther 
on, that “Jerry” Wilson, the curator, 
was lowered a hundred feet or so to 
pick up his lost smoking-cap, and so 
broke into the inmost jewel-house of 
all the hills. Long narrow tunnels 
branch off here into the very heart 
of the mountain, widening out ever 
and again into glittering chambers 
hung all over with crystalline pendant 
and wavy “^hawl,” sometimes floored 
with a lake of the tiniest imaginable 
gems, that seem to rise and ripple as 



the light plays over them. Passing by 


STEPS IN NETTLE CAVE. 


a rock-shelf covered w'ith such sugary- • 

looking forms as to give it the name of the.ConfectioncFs Shop, we ^ee in the middle 
of our path a tall white stalagmite more than flve feet high, standing quite alone in 
the black tunnel, sefni- transparent, lovely. Beyond, in •a recess below the path, the 
walls and streets and statoos of a city lie designed in miniature ; and Yiot far away. 
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as if to contrast sharply with this underground Lilliput, huge columns of soemiii^ 
alabaster, as thick through as a man’s body, rise some fifteen feet to the roof, and 
lose themselves in a tissue of draperies and cunningly devised stone Ucework. ^Down 
iy[iothor« branch one watches the magnesium light flashing with redoubled brilliancy 
from every facet on the “ Diamond Wall,** and walks through a long passage whe^ 
the dark rock is completely hidden by the multitude of gleaming tongues that h^^ng 
Trom every point of the roof, and of growing pillar^ that spring in forests froifl the 
floor. And so there •comes into View a new wonder, of all these water-formed* fantasies 
the most fantastic : by a narrow neck of hardened lime there hangs from the roof a 
mass of stalactite, like an inverted ^mushroom ; but wo see none of t^e' mass, because 
all round it and over it the dropping water has left intertwining thteads of glass-like 
purity and transparency, that branch out in numberless twigs oShd tendrils, some shooting 
up, some darting straight out into the air, all inextricably tangled in a shimmering 
maze of brightness. Truly enough is it called the Gem of the West. 

There is another branch of the Imperial Caves higher up in the hill, where galleries 
run for a long way directly above the right-hand branch. Entering from the Grand 
Arch, where wooden ladders lead up to a narrow hole in the side of the lower entrance, 
we pass rapidly along a winding tunnel, nearly every step of which has been hewn 
out by man’s labour ; for the road down the Elder Cave was rough and tedious, and 
as soon as possible after the first diSbovery guides were at work from the inside forcing 
a passage through the rocks to daylight The straightforward tunnel runs to the caves 
we have already seen ; for the loft branch we turn up a stairway cut in stone, and climb, 
withjthe help of more ladders, into the upper galleriea Hero are the Architect’s Studio, 
whose grey Gothic arches would adorn any cathedral, and the Helena Cave, where 
the Madonna and Child stand — a natural statue — under a pearl-white canopy. Here, 
by snaky crawling, and not without much rending of garments, one may attain to the 
Pearl Cave (for " Wilkinson ” is a late intruder in names), and see the Niagara of crystal, 
the foam-white Snowdrift, that seems always in act of melting away, and the fantastic 
vagaries of the Old Curiosity Shop. Here, p^ing through the Lucinda Cave, whoso walls 
are one continual sparkle, we descend by many stops to the vast chamber that they call 
Katie’s Bower, draped with marvellous airy tissues of pink and mauve and cream-colour, 
and, curtained with heavier robes of every shade of brown, where in the farthest comer 
always lies a pool of coldest water, so pure, so clear, that one could never see where 
water ended and air began were it not for the mirrored gleam of a thouscCnd over- 
hanging crystals. 

And in this inexhaustible wonderland — ior what wo have seen is nothing to what 
lies still hidden in the heart of the hills, unapproachable save to the daring and 
enthusiastic — there is yet a %vonder of a different kind left for us^ to behold. Just off 
one of the lower tunm^ls opens a welLlike hole, down which, by the hel^ of a long 
wire ladder, we njay plunge. At the bottom a descending gallery leads us by dusty 
paths to the murmiir of a stream — ^into it, indeed, unless with lowered candle we search 
carefully for the current’s edge*. Up along the banks winds our procession to the edge 
of a deep.pdbl, where the stream has widened from steep ^all to walL /‘Dowse the ^ 
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glims!” is again tHe command. We sit waiting in the dark, fahned by a cold wind. 
Then the strong light shines out over the water : in the clear depths we see every 
ledge of rock, eVery drop hanging from the jagged roof, mirrored without a flaw. Up 
stream the pool disappears into thickest gloom, undisturbed except for a tkiy fis^ 
that darts to and fro among the crevices ; below we hear the distant plashing of rapids, 
whir^h way the channel leads out to the lower valley and t^ie trees and the sunlight. 
We have left the gleam and ghtter far above, and know at least for a moment what^ 
manner of place is the “ deep of the earth.” 
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rr^HE drought held the whole land in its iron grasp, i;he paddocks were absolutely bare, 
and all over a vast cattle-run there was nothing but a few isolated patches of 
rank, dficd-iip grass. In the scrub the men were employed in felling the edible trees, 
and on these the strong cattle maintained a precarious eidsiscnce, whi^t the weak ones 
fell, never to rise again, and the stench of their carcases polluted the air. But whilst 
the trees and dricd-iip grass afforded a bare subsistence, of water there was none. Three 
years haci passed since the creeks had run, and one by one the water-holes had shrunk 
up and dried, leaving only a deposit of deep mud and slush, in which pitfalls cattle 
and horses wbra bogged by huildreds. There lay the horses, patient in death, with 
their legs firmly embedded in the mud, their heads drooping to the earth, and only 
the wid<mmg nostrils and quivering body telling that life was not yet extinst. ‘On 
thp bank, the terrified foal had whinnied out in famished tones its little life, and its 
dead carcase seemed to ask the question, “ Why was I bom ? to what end all this 
suffering?” But terrible to hear ifras the piteous lowing of the bogged cattle. With 
l>ones sticking up under their skin, and eyes wide open and full of cntitiaty, they 
called incessantly to their mates, and these would crowd round the steep banks and 
look down on the hole where they had been wont to drink and bathe their limbs 
through the heat of the day in fresh, cool waters; but now, with famished eyes, they 
stared down on a shiny pool of dead and djdng. But at last their parched tongues 
thirsted even for a ta.sto of this water, and one would make a start fonvard, and begin 
slowly to descend the steep bank. The others followed, but there was no gaiety, no 
gambols, no plajfful homing; it was a solemn funeral procession, the living .and the 
dead “pledging one another in one long ^ckening draught. And now, with a plunge 
and a snort, they are coming out. At every stop they bog up to their knees, and 
only the strong ones are able to plunge themselves free, and, exhausted and unrefreshed, 
at last stand on the bank. 

Why wore not such pitfalls fenced in ? I hear the reader ask. So they 
were, as fast as men could do it, and yet it was not fast enough. And "wells were 

being sunk, permanent ones and temporary ones, the permanent ones seventy, eighty, 
or one hundred feet deep, at an average cost of £1 a foot for the first thirty feet, and 
up to £2 a foot afterwards; and in many cases water was never reached, while, in 
othefs, when reached, it was brackish and useless. The temporary wells wore holes dug 
«in the bed of the direek, slabbed to keep the sides from falling in. The water was 
drawn up in buckets, and emptied into.troughs made of big trees fello<i and scooped 
out so os to hold« the water. 

*A11 creation was groanihg in the throes of death, from the flowers of the field 
to the tair trees, which sent their roots fathoms deep iqto the earth in vain search 



‘ROUND THE BOAUINQ FIRE* <p 110). 



110 


CASSELL'S PIGTUBESQUE AUSTRALASIA. 


(A Bollocx-Dmtxb's 


fo/ moisture. The birds were dying of tho drought, as they do of famine in the eld 
country during heavy snow ; and so parched were they that when they saw water they 
forgot their shyness and their dread of man, and flocked to drink at the feet of tho men 
as thej^ dug the wells or watered the cattle. Thcj troughs were lined w^th rows of glorious 
parrots; the branches of tho trees all round were laden with birds of all sizes, tho 
rarest and shyest casting away its fear before the compulsion pf thirst; and the air 
• was alive with their quaint calls — tho tinkle of tho bell-bird, the chatter of tho Isather- 
heods, the sweet harmony of tho butcher-bird. ' • 

Tho cattle hung with stupid, sullen despair round their old watering-places, and 

by* day hfid to bo driven* and coaxed into watering at /.he troughs. But handling 
over 20,000 head of cattle in such an emergency was no easy matteiv and this was tho 
third year of tho drought. Money had all tho time been going out and nothing 
coming in, for both horw3S and cattlo were too weak to bear, or when they did bear, 
their offspring mostly died. 

*‘I think,, Jack, in spite of , tho mobs wc have already sent away, wo could still 
muster a small mob of store bullocks, say 800, and you might take charge and 
push away south. Smith sold a thousand head last week in that part of the gpuntiy, 
and 1 should like to try our luck; for, besides tho necessity of ‘raising tUb wind,* it 
wduld all help to cose tho run, and, 'pon my word, wo shall not have a hoof Jeft if rain 
does not come soon.** • • 

The nuistoring began, and out of every mob of cattlo tho bullocks were draughted 
and tailed apart, until about 350 wore collected. Oh! what glorious weather it was 
to work in ! Wo wore in mid-winter : the mornings and evenings fresh and eool, 
tho* days warm and bright, and from day to day never a single cloud. The sun rose 
in an unbroken glow of pink, and went down in an unbroken glow of primrose. 
And tho nights, bright with moon and stars, when tho labours of the day were 
over, and wo gathered round tho roaring fire ; how excellent our damper and salt 
meat tasted, and how wo slept I Tho night seemed far too short, and yet we slept 
on tlyj hard ground ; the white hoar-frost fell on us, and warned us not to let 
tho fires grow too low. Then came tho ftay before the start ; the bullocks were all 
to bo put on tho camp and looked over, and those unfit to face the journey cut 
out. Wo wore short of horses; tho hard work during tho muster had told on them 
all, and they did not thrive on the com as they did on their native gAiss. 

“ Who is game to ride Demon ? ” cried tho manager's voice. There was silence 
for a second, and then a tall, lanky Queenslander answered, without looking up or 
betraying the slightest animation, “ I don’t mind.” “ Veiy well, Dick — saddle up ; 
tho sun will Ito over the hill in another minute.’* Demon is saddled; but before 
the r\dor is well into the saddle Demon has arched his back, stands out against 
the sky shaped like y cat about to spring ; the next instant Dick is on the ground, 
lind Demon speeding over the plain. Dick picks himself up with a go6d-humoured 
grin, and prepams to move after his liorse. "That was not fair play, Dick; you 
did not have time" to get inV> the saddle. Tiy again.” Now he has mounted again, 
and Demon,* who has enjoyed the ease with which ho tlmw him the first time, is 
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siyrpiised that he iionnot dislodge him now. He began to buck in playfulness be- 
cause it was a cold morning, and it was fun to make eveiyono afraid to ride him; 

but, as he find^ it impossible to shift his rider, ho grows angry, and throws himself 

down dn the ground, but ho is only rewarded by a sharp cut of the whip, ^and ho 
rises with his rider still seated on his back. “ Well done, Dick ! Bravo ! SticK 

hfrd : ” Demon’s back arches again, his head is down between his logs, and his 

hitid^^uarters lowered, so that ho is almost as round as a* ball Ho rises into the • 
air with a series of quick sprirtgS ; ho spins round like a teetotum, until his rider 
sees stars. By his exertions ho has loosened the girths of the* saddlo,^ and * things 
begin to look *serious. But ho has found his master, apd, as suddenly ho* began, 
he leaves off bifqjting, and walks quietly away. The Queenslander raises his head, 
and a glance of triumpl^ shoots out of his keen blue eyes ; ho says nothing, but 
“ How I mastered Demon ** will become* one of his stock camp stories. 

The cattle camp was a small plain, and the mob of bullocks wore rounded up 
in a close mass on one side of it. Two of the best riders were told off to " cut 
out;” and as pretty a piece of horsemanship as the world can show may be seen on 
a Queensland cattle camp, Yes! it is a fine sight to see rider and horse in perfect 
^ touch witi one another — turning, twisting, going at racing speed, then suddenly 
stopping dead short, as the beast they arc after doubles and turns. See them rklo 
into the mob; there is no hurry or haste, but (piietly and determinedly they single 
out the ^east which has to be draughted out. The boast objects, and refuses to 
leave its mates; it attempts to get into the main mob and get lost, as it thinks, 
amongst the crowd. But a stockman knows his beast at a glance, as clearly as he 
discerns the faces of his own children; he blocks the bullock at every turn, and at 
last has pushed him out to tho edge of the mob. Now the race has begun; the 
horse and tho bullock race neck to neck. In vain tho bullock twists and turns, 
first to this side, then to that ; his antagonist is always equal to him. Occa- 
sionally a boast gets hot, and charges, and then it becomes very dangerous work ; 
but the bush inures men to danger, and they learn to meet it, in whatever^ shape 
it comes, with a steady nerve. 

Store bullocks are by law obliged to travel at tho rate of six miles a day, 

but for tho first three days after our start wo had to do fifteen a day, and 
even so the •bullocks during one stage were two days and two nights without a 

drink. was terrible work, droving during tho drought, pushing and pressing 

cattle forward when they were almost too weak to walk, and were hungry and 
half-starved. I must not linger over every detail, or I could fill a volume 

with tho hardships endured during that trip by both man and beast. Of grass 

there was not one blade, and the cattle subsisted entirely on shrubs, especially the 
' mulga, of which there was a good supply. One bullock wo h^ we nicknamed the 
‘‘Champion;*^ through the thick of it all he kept his condition, and throve where* 
others starved. He was always in the load— ^always tho first to sec attempting morsel. 
He had a twisted horn, which ho wound round tho trees, and dre^ them down until 
they were within roach of his mouth. After he had got tho tree down^ he had to 
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defend his prey from the other bullocks ; but he took care to Iosq no time by eatif^g, 
but filled his mouth, and then turned to butt away his aggressors, returning to his 
food with the s[>eed of lightning. Eight or ten smaller bullocks aliv^ays followed in 
the ** (^hampion*s " wake, in the hope of being allowed a morsel or two, and to these 
flatellites ho was especially kind, never butting them away unless they were rash 
enough to press in front of him. 

Wo had been some twelve days on the road when Wo first learnt from a tr^^ireller 



CltOSSIXa TlfJE WABBEOO. 


that heavy rain had fallen in the direction in which wo were travelling. We had 
heard the words “The drought has brokea up” so often during the last few years 
that wo were very sceptical as to the amount of rain we should meet with, but any 
change from the everlasting drought was cheering, and we pushed along more 
gaily. ^ Soon wo found that the drought had broken up in very truths and that the 
rain was still falling. On reaching the banks of the Warrego, I found a great wide 
lake, four miles across^ Never can I forget the sight of that vast flood, or the dismay 
tluit it caused us. At the “ touraines ” or junctions, where several channels diverged, 
to run a few miles down and then join the main river again, the water roared and 
surged and rushed. To attempt to cross there would bo madness; across the full 
breadth of the main^ river no one could hope to swim a mob of cattle ; there was, 
therefore, no choice but to take it below a “ touraine,” find wo tackled it at a place 
where wo had t\vo channels and the midn river to cross. All day it took us to put 
the cattle across, '^md a fine sight it was to see over 300 head of bullocks breasting 
the \3urren^. nothing but tfioir heads and horns showing above the waters. The 
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bullock has scfambled up the bank, and now myself and one of the otlier men 
have to face the swirling current of tho main river. Wo are both exhausted by our 
long day’s worky but I jump oil* my horso and strip, fastening my clothes securely 
to the pommel of my saddle. My companion refuses to follow my example; the wind 
is biting, and at any rate, he says, his shoulders will remain warm. In vain I urge 
hini, if ho will do nothing else, to remove his great coat. Ho shakes his head doggedly, 
and §klo by side we enter the water. Two strides, and the horses are carried ott* their 
legs, and swimming gallantly against the fearful current. But both horses have been 
exhausted by their previous swims, and my companion’s has just mo»o than he 
can carry. I see him sQhish and flounder, and then .go under; the -next *instant 
he rises to the surface, just under tho nose of *my horse. A plunge, a desperate 
struggle, and 1 sink : is it, all over, and am I dead ? No ! I rise to tho surface ; I 
am within an aeo of my horso; I clutch at the bridle, and try to cling to tho mane and 
swim beside the horso, but ho plunges again. Once, more I spin under, and hoar 
the water singing in my ears, and feel its stifling .embrace, but, again I rise and 
strike out for the hank. Fortunately I am not encumbered with clothes. I have no 
eyes, nc^ thought, cxcej^t for myself, and it is not until I have reached the bank, and 
stand safely upon it, that I turn my eyes to look for my companion. He is having a 


hard ^ur.sle. for life, tor his clothes bear him down, and prevent him 
from striking out freely for the bank. But he is safe at last, and I 
think, as I grasp his hand and help him on shore, that never before 
had I Ivnowii the full hittenioss of suspense. The horses have swum 
back to the bank from which wo started, and Fido, the bhutk hoy, 
is the only one of the party wlio has strength to tackle that swim 
again, and fetch them over. For 
six hours 1 have to fiice, naked, « 

tlio coldest rain and bitterest wind ^ 

I ever felt in (Queensland, and ~ ' 

when at last 1 tret iny - . - • 

clothes ^ they aro wet ^ 
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improvised with six yards of waterproof canvas, into which three pack-saddles w^re 
turned topsy-turvy ; the ends of the canvas were then rolled up, and secured 
tightly with a strap. 

Itr was dusk by the time wo regained our horses and rode up to the cattle, to 
find two of the men sliivering with fever and ague, and unable to sit on their horses. 
We carried them oft' to bed, and divided the remainder of our forces; one irian 
remaining to mind the cattle, and myself and one other returning to the river t<i' look 
after the “swags,” and put tho rations in a safe place. It was still raining,* and quite 
dark. • Wc tfound the river rising fast, and saw that no time must bo lost in shifting 
our things. ‘My boots had been lost in tho river, and as I^found it impossible to walk 
without them, I trudged over to* a carrier’s camp and borrowed, a pair from him. 
They were too large for me, and added greatly to my miseries, for I kept losing first 
one, then the other, in the mud, and had to stop and search for it in tho dark. When 
wo had put all our things in safety wo had to return to the cattle and take our turn 
at watc.hing, And tjiankful indcg:! were we when tho morning dawned bright and fair, 
and that miserable night had como to an end. Wo should have liked to remain in 
camp that day to dry our things and rest a bit, but it was absolutely nec^ssaiy to 
push tho cattle on, for it was sheer starvation to keep them where they wctc. 

Wo turned our backs, then, on the floods of tho Warrego. and after wa<ljng through 
a mile of mud and slush, found cfUrselvos confronted with another swim. I was 
hesitating what to do, for at least thirty head out of my mob were too utterly 
knocked up to bo able to swim across, and it was a question whether to leave them 
behind, or stay behind altogether, in the hope that the waters of the creek might go 
down, and give us a footing across. As I was in this perplexity I was hailed by a 
horseman on tho other side of the creek, and after some parley ho asked if I had 
any cattle for sale ? I answered that I hiul some thirty head to dispose of. Tho 
bargaining was all done by shouting across the creek, and no small cflbrt was it to 
make our voices heard above tho roar of its waters, but the long and short of it was 
that il sold thirty bullocks for 57s. a head, and veiy well pleased was I with my 
bargain. Leaving behind me the cattle I had sold, i put the rest of the mob 
across tho creek, and pitched our camp early, in tho hope of getting some rest. Tho 
day had been terribly hot, tho sun had drawn the green grass out of the earth 
as if by magic, and although there w^as as yet nothing much for the^ cattle to eat, 
there Avas a splendid promise. Towards evening we heard distant thunder, tuid as dusk 
closed in it became very oppressive. The cattle refused to settle on their camp, and 
wero so restless that wo were kept moving round them all the time. The thunder 
came nearer,, and nearer, and at last tho storm burst right over our heads, Tho 
lightning was so vivid that night was turned into day, and tl\o quick flashes showed 
the mob of bullockkii all huddled together— -the men on horseback — the long line of 
dark scrub ; and then tho whole picture was sw-allowed up into the darkelSt night. And 
now like the crack of doom came a poal of thunder, such as never in my life had I 
heard before. It rolled sulloply up and burst over our heads rat-a-tat-tat-tat-bang-bang J 
AVos that m 11 thunder, or did I hear something else besides ? My hesitation was but 
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rngmentary, for tliOi next instant a vivid fltish of lightning showed me the mob *of 
bullocks tearing away across the scrub. Who that has once heard the rush of a mob 
of cattle can over think without emotion of the sound ? 

” The cattle have rushed ! ” is the cry from lip to lip, and away towards th^ scrub 
we go. “ Who can catch them up ? Who can head them ? ” The wild exeitemenr 
of such a gallop as this none who have not been present can ever know. The storm 
is foi^otten, the darkness is foi’gotten, the dangers that press round every footstep are 
accounted <18 nothing; the thunder* of the rushing cattle alone sin^s in your ears, and 
it is of them only that you think. They have entciud the scrub, and we swooping 
down everything in front of them, and the crash of the timber adds to the horrors of 
the moment. The, scrub is even darker than the pi Ain, but wo scarcely alter our speed. 
Do not ask me how I rode through that scrub on that fearful night, but ask my horse, 
for to him belongs tho glory of rounding that mob of cattle. Ah! (Jiesar, ol<l man, 
Avhen tho last moment c.ame, and j’^ou headed the leaders, what a mad five minutes that 
was, when, in order not to be crashed to death, 1 pressed your sinokii^ flanks and 
urged you forward, and shrieked with all my power tho wild “Woa back! woa back!” 
and wl^n wo felt tho cattle steady, and knew that their mad career was stopped, 
.whoso heiwpk was beating h)udest, yours or mine ? And when morning dawned, and 1 
saw track through which you had so gallantly carried me, did I not swear to ydii 

that no gold shoidd over soil my hands as price ipr ytai, but that you and I should 
remain faithful mates for life ? Tho cattle had rushed for about a mile and a lialf 
through th(^ scrub in a long lino, some eight abreast, and had swept everything down, 
so that it looked like a made road. 

Wo pushed on, and had no more rain until tho night wo camped in front oT a 
large creek just beside tho -Ward river. It looked cloudy at sunset, but we were in- 
(jrcdulous as to more rain falling, and os it wjis a better cami^ on tho side on which 

we were, wo decided not to cross tho creek until morning. 13ut in the night the rain 

came down, not ordinary rain, but sheets of falling water, and when morning broke 
tho creek was a “ swim.” Crossing it, we found ourselves in a vast scrub of low miilga 
bushes, which stretched between tho creek %ind the river. Tho rain fell all day in. 

torrents; the AVard was flooded in front of us, tho creek behind us, and the water 

was soon kncc-dccp overywhoro, and rations ran short Leaving the cattle on the 
driest camp could pick for them, I pushed up to a station five miles up the river, 
in tho hopit of obtaining some rations, but they refused either to give or to sell. Tho 
whole country was under water; they might run short of provisions themselves, and 
Heaven only knew when they woidd be able to get more, for within tho memory of 
white man never had such floods been seen. Empty-handed, weary, ami discouraged, 
I had to wade for fivg miles through water and slush back to the camp. The jiext 
morning it was still raining, and it being quite impossible to pu/ tho cattle over ^ the 
Ward, I deterfnined to start ott* for Charlevillo and get some rations. What was left 
I divided before starting amongst the men wlio remaine<l behind witfi the cattle. It 
consisted of one small piece of meat, one small slice of b^ead each, and about enough 
tea to make three quarts. 
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The only possible crossing-place was at the station which !• had visited on Aho 
previous day, so I pushed back there. You could not hope to cross the river on 
horseback; it was as much as the horse could manage to do to getr over himself. I 
cput nty horses in first, and when I saw them safely across and landed on the other 
bank, I proceeded to cross myself along two wires strained through posts above usual 
high water, one to walk .upon, the other to hold on by, waist .deep in the water, and 
the cold so terrible that my teeth chattered as if I had ague. From there to Ch^leville 
was twenty-five miles, water all the way, and deep mud whore the water was not 
standiug. It was cloven o'clock at night when I rode into Charleville. , It was raining 
hard, and afl that night the *k-ain came down in a deluge. * 

The next day, rain, rain, rain, cold, cold, and floods everywhem. • In every direction 
from the trees round the town came coo-ecs, coo-cos, of * distress from people who 
had escaped drowning by taking refuge up the trees. Above the waters, dotted about, 
tho roofs of some of the houses were just visible, otherwise all, as far as the eye could 
see, was a viSst expanse of water. There was one good boat in the town, and all day 



that was at wo^k rescuing people. The river was still rising, and I was mad with 
anxiety. What had become of my men ? What had become of the cattle ? Dusk was 
just falling, when the news came that some people were ^ooe-ing from a clump of treejs 
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early dawn sweeps them away,” The morning dawned, the raft was launched, and “i^as 
quickly carried by the flood against a submerged house. It caught in the verandah, and 
could not be dislodged. Then the owner of the crazy little dingey took his little craft 
a mile* up above the tree ho wanted to fetch, and one by one Tescued every souL 
Bravo, stranger! the remembrance of your gallantry that day will live in more heivrts 
than one. • - 

All that day I had to sit and watch the rising* paters, and consume my soul with 
the agony of not kijowing what* had become of my men or of the- cattle. In tlie evening 
the waters fiogan suddenly to abate, and the floods subsided with groat' rapidity. The 
following morning I paid a man ,a sovereign to j^ut mo 'and my rations across the 
river. On all sides I was entreated to remain another day, and told that, even if I 
landed safely myself, I should lose my horses ; ^and, indeed, the poor brutes had a hard 
tussle for it, for they wore swimming about in the water a full hour before they could 
find footing. 

At last P reached the cattib. The men liad had absolutely nothing to eat but 
opossum sinco I left them. Two other starving men had joined them that morning, 
and these had to have a share of tho slender rations I had been able to brin^. Four 
dt^s afterwards wo began to move. Tho cattle were weak and done up wit^T cold and * 
wot, and the whole country vras one vast sheet of bog, tho like of which I never saw. 
The first part of our journey had* been all drought, now it was all floods. At last 
tho grass begins to grow, and wo are saved. * 

Telegram to the manager of A station: — ^“Cattle sold. £4 10s. a head. I 

return at once with the horses.” 
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WITHIN THE GREAT BARRIER REEF. 

» 

Keppel Bay — Beneath the Waters — The Zamia — A Swarm of Islands — Port Denison — A Land of 
Thirst — Hival Towns— Cairns — The Barron River and Falls — Tow-nsvillc— Snapper Island — Mount Peter 
NBotte — Cape Melville — A City of the Dead — Cape Flinders— A Pelican in'Difflculty — A Lightship — ^Albany 

Pass — ^Thursday Island — Pearl Fish^g — Its Dangers and Delights. 

• • 

TEAVING Keppel Bay, with its golden shores, the distant ranges of mountains half 
^ obscured 1^ mist an^ rain, we steam along within sight of steep headlands, clouds 
half covering their tops and foam lashing against flieir rocky feet, and of hills covered 
with trees except where Jiuge clids and Iwire bouldei*s stand out broken up into deep 
fissures: a terrible coast for vessels to be cast upon. We pass Peak Island,. and also the 
(Jlara group, that start up abruptly from the watei*s like great stones flung down by 
giants, the misty mainlaiifl of. Queensland beyond tlit^m forming the background. Our 
steamer pitches about in such violent fiishion that at last I am only kept on deck 
by my^ strong determination to see and take note of all the points of interest. This 
was the ifrst time since leaving England that I had been really sea-sick, or, at least, 
had been forced to confess myself so. * 

Next morning the sun broke out, between ^jho^vers, and the watern became quieter, 
for wo w#ro within the Great Barrier Reef of coral, which will guard ns from rough 
waves until we reach Thursday Island. The water under us is of a beautiful cobalt-green 
tint, caused, probably, by its shallowness and the white reefs which lie underneath. 
Lovely coral and shells arc here found — large claw-like cradles with rainbow tints *over 
them, great flesh-coloured shells, branches of scarlet and of snow-white coral, delicate 
in tracery as flower-skeletons, mosses, or tender scaAvccd. Away over the land, 
which is never out of sight, the sun-shafts pierce the mist-veils and sIioav rust-stained 
iron-stone, in some parts bleached ; rich green banks, where the grasses and ferns thickly 
cover up tlie bare, hard rocks ; pine, palm, and zamia trees, mingling among the Queens- 
land gums that cluster up the mountain skills until hidden by the clouds which lie along 
the sky like flat ridges, or come down like white smoke into the deep gullies. Where the 
sun lights up the colours, they are russet and olive mixed with bright green; and where the 
folds of the faiiges overlap, or the clouds advance, or the funnel-smoko makes shadoAvs, 
you see doap and intense purple. The pale sea-green, snowy foam-curdles, and the mellow 
sky overhead, ever changing as the tropic ruins gather about, make up a perfect feast 
of colour. The rocks and headlands, too, arc ever varying in form as avo apiiroach 
and pass them. A long island, at first sight precipitous and narrow, ^Itei-s its shape 
until what seemed ragged boulders becomes fringes of semi-tropical trees. Not yet are 
we amid the entirely tropical verdure, although the zamia palm a nearer approaph to 
it than the grass trees further south. 

The zamia seems an intermediate tree between the fern and the palm ; and the 
specimens which I have seen were small. The pith makes.a nourishing food for travellers 
who have run short of other provisions, w'hile on the outside there grows a* kind &f fur. 
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which the natives gather for bedding, a good substitute for flock, and, perhaps, healthisr 
to lie upon. 

Every day as we progress towards the most northern point of 'Queensland the 
weatherais becoming warmer and the air more conducive to repose — skjes with the softest 
indication of azure; water sparkling like emeralds and sapphires as the shadow crosses 
the sunshine and makes J^racks of purple amidst the delicious Ught green; headlands 
floating away to faint blue-grey, velvet folds against^ the mellow creamy clouds i^ose 
violet sides pile up be];iind them. * These headlands become more definite as we draw near, 
showing theii cones, peaks, or rounded sides, looTcing, where they arc graiss-covered, like 
old-gold plush shot with bronze-green. They have shadpw^-sides of brown-grey and 
hollows of fumy purple in the parts where the dense scrub covers aK iDehind the line 
of tree-edge. Here and there white columns of smoko rising up thickly, and drifting 
lazily northwards to join the bank of clouds, show us that the blacks still possess and 
occupy that land, so silent in the 'distance. 

Islands start up innumerable — to the pilot all landmarks, not a few of them 
scenes of disaster and of death, for as yet this seems to be the only liistory of those 
smiling headlands and verdant isles. One point has become famous through ac brutal 
murder by natives, on the spot where a vessel went ashore and many lives wdfe lost. 

* It is forenoon as we draw near to George Point, Saddleback Island, and the bold 
outlines of Cape Gloucester, the outsidb point of Gloucester Island. A rain-cloud is 
passing over the sun, so that those boulder clifis, grassy slopes, and shady tree's might 
well pass for a bit of home scenery. Mingled with the sparkling lights and cool 
tones, purple lines of shadow lie on the water, and over the shadow a vessel is tacking, 
her sails gloaming white. High up tho sides of tho mountain tho white clouds 
are rolling, breaking, and dissolving in wteath-like steam, and between tho solid 
cloud-patches lie dark spaces of land. Onward, and wo steam through Edgccumbo 
Bay, and sco beyond us l^owcn lifting itself from a soft grey shroud of falling rain, 
the houses along the shore gleaming cream-tinted behind a quicksilver line of 
sunlit water; and in a few more moments the town spreads out before us as we drop 
our anchor and wait for the mail. 

Port Denison, tho harbour of Bowen, is termed Sleepy Hollow by some, perhaps 
on account of the restful appearance which it presents. Tlie houses lie along tho 
beach, with hills beyond and around them. A fine vrooden pier stretches of^t, said to bo 
one-third of a mile in length; a hulk or two and some pleasure-boats lie about. Tho 
people do not hurry here, and it may be stated as a general rule that north of Brisbane 
objection is taken to any business being done in a flutter. The daytime is the time 
for lounging un/ler verandahs and other shady places, and for talking, a slight sprinkling of 
business topic being introduced into this leisurely-conducted conversation, with a drink 
or two, and a pipe oi^ cigar — and that is how the arduous toil of the da^ is got over 
by the principals. Tho subordinates follow suit by patiently waiting on their employers' 
onlcrs, and while so waiting, yarning and smoking, or tanning their bare anns in the 
sun. Young men and women, not too fond of muscular exertion or mental excitement 
con bo safely recommended to emigrate to North Queensland. A nervous, excitable 
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man would make Himself a perfect nuisance to his master and to all around him;* he 
would go mad in a week, get sunstroke, or die of impatience. Yet one qualification 
all newjcomcrs dlight to possess — heads capable of withstanding any quantity of spirituous 
liquor ; otherwise they will not succeed. If a man do not die of sunstroke, there 
sljfong risk that ho will of delirium tremens. The furtlier one goes north the thirstier 
the mhabitants seem, and the more fiery the quality of the s})irits sold, for what would 
give convulsions to a native of Victoria will hardly tickle the palate of a North Queens- 



lander. They like something that will rasp their throats a bit, and they like this 
rasping frequently repeated. 

Thera are several towns chosen by their own inhabitants to be the future capital 
of Northern Queensland, should the policy of separation ever come to pass. Townsville, 
Cooktown, Mackay, in fact every town that a tourist visits, is in turn pointed out to 
him by the residents as specially suited to bo the future capital. It need hardly bo 
added that all show .good and sufficient reasons why each towm should bo sejccted. 
One gentleman, Mr. Monk, of Cairns, who has surveyed all tfi^t quarter, as wqU os 
the Barron 6iver and Falls, favoured me with many very weighty considerations why,* 
if not the fiituro capital, a great and prosperous town might be buill above the Falls 
on the Barron River. ' , 

Cairns, called after the eminent lawyer from the north of Ireland who became^ Lord 
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Chancellor, lies some nine hundred miles north of Brisbane, in counfy Nares, on Trinity 
Bay. Founded a very few years ago, after a little spurt it fell away and became 
a very tame place, where no business could bo done, so that the inhabhants, originally 
t^pted thither by better prospects, soon sold out and took themselves ott‘. But 
owing to the discovery of good and extensive sugar-lands, the place has taken a neyr 
lease of life, and begun Ux hold up its head amongst Queensland tovrns. Its harbour 
is one of the finest in Queensland ; and it is the . main centre of the roads to the 
interior. The climate is health the soil all that could be desired, and inland grows 
some of the ‘ finest cedar in the world. Like all new places where thQ land is rich, 
Cairns is not as yet exempt ' from a tendency to fever. . The ncighljourhood of the 
town needs clearing and cultivation, but, when this has been dont3, the town will 
bo one of the most delightful places where a European could settle. For land* that 
four years ago was sold for £ 100 , £ 4,000 is now refused. 

The Barron River and Falls are about nine miles from (^Jairns, and it is on the 
river above tlio Falls that Mr. Monk proposes to fix the site of his new township. 
The Queensland Parliament has passed the vote for the fii-st stage of the railway leading 
to Herberton, where are tin and silver mines. Mr. Monk has a scheme for lifting the 
train by means of water power to the level of the Falls. These Falls arc ftc largest 
in Australia ; colonials who have seen both say that they beat Niagara, and whether 
this be so or not, there can bo no doubt that they are of imposing magnitude. There 
is a constant supply of water, clear as crystal, and sufficient to furnish a very hxrgc city, 
Some miles above the Falls is a fine broad sheet of water, and the river will float vessels 
from^ this basin right up to the cedar country, and close to Herberton. Mr. Monk’s 
idea is to found the city on the banks of this sheet of the Barron River, take the 
raihyay from Cairns up by the side of the Falls by grade, shiji the tin, silver, cedar, 
and other inland produce to the new town, and train it thence to Cairns, making this 
place the seaport for the inland city. 

But we must haste back three degrees south to Bowen — only, however, to leave it, 
with it^ calm reposeful air and green hillsides, with Mother Biddick’s stone standing 
out of the hillside that overlooks the tow^n, with the purple inland mountains, with 
Gloucester looming in the distance, * and with its new lighthouse on the rock, guarding 
it as it were from all bustle and haste. Wo pass C’ape Upstart, and the sun goes down, 
as it has done nearly every niglit, behind a bank of soft clouds, leaving ^rich trails of 
lustre upon the deep blue waters, as the moon rises, and the twilight deepens from 
orange to rose and dark blue. Then we pass Cape Bowling Green, with its low-lying 
lines and gloaming lighthouse, and draw neai* to Cleveland Bay. 

As I stood admiring the largo full moon, with its brilliant trail of burnish, and 
the dark ocean around, a slight shock took place in the engino-room, and then the 
propeller stopped deaS. We had broken our shaft, and must sail into ^|'ownsville as 
best wo could. Fortunately the breeze was^ fair, so that by sailing three knots an hour 
we managed to reach the Bay about seven in the morning, in time to see a fine 
Bimrise over the Castle Hill, c 

' Townsville is an important port, and ought to be, for it is in a splendid situation,^ 
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Weltered behind fcy mountain ranges, and on the sea side by Magnetic .Island, upon 
'which the authorities of Townsville have placed the quarantine station. This name 
was given by \Japtain Cook, because the needle of his compass went wrong, and ho 
accounted for its aberrations by some magnetic influence about this ishtiid. Thbro isw a 
superb bay fronting a thriving and beautifully situated town, with a most fertile country 
•to back it up. • • 

The morning was showery,, making delicious plajr of light and mystery upon tho 
mainland, as well as upon the islands that cluster on all sides as nve sail along. Inside 
this mighty ^cean reef-wall there is usually a summer sea, and it is nearly always 
a pleasure to s^il within iCs shelter. Outside, the ^a breaks in white crests, and^ heaves 
in troublous molion, but here it sleeps, and well it is that it does, seeing that every- 
where shallow beds and. sunken reefs show in patches as wo glide over them. 

Passing Fitzroy and other islands, we come to tho lonely Snapper Island, un- 
pleasantly named the Graveyard of Queensland. Not very long ago, when food 
was scarce, passengers from Port Douglas came on board the ships in "a starving con- 
dition, and, having been long unused to food, devoured tho shijis’ rich fare so furiously 
that flumbers died after their first meal, and as bodies cannot be kept long in this 
latitude, they were immediately buried upon Snapper Island, which, therefore, has l^en 
named since those days tho Garden of Death, or the Graveyard of Queensland. 

It is getting on in the afternoon as we approach Cape Tribidation — so named by 
Cook, because at the time he was in great troublcj — and the lofty peak of Peter 
Potto, unlike its namesake in the Maun tins, still unexplored. The Cape rises 3,350 
feet above tho sea, constantly hidden among the • 

clouds, gathering all the rain that is anywhere 
near, and feeding many rivers, looter Potto is 
not often to be seen, but we arc especially 
favoured. We see him towering grandly up like 





MAIN STREET. CAIRNS. 


THE FIRST LORD -CAIRNS. 





124 


CASSELL’S PIOTUBESQITE AUSTRALASIA. 


[The Great • 


a gigantic monument ahoVe the cloud-ridgeE^ 
os line below line they reach down the 
moimtain side, whilst this sutnmit, away in 
the far distance, looks purple and mystic. 
The sun is going down quickly, and changes 
in colour take place .every moment. The 
sun's rays, are still white when they dip 
behind those lofty barriers, but as* it sinks 
lower golden shafts are driven, up amongst 
the scarlet and. purple masses, and spread 
over the clear space above. Tlicn, as 
evening draws in, the clouds seem to rise 
up and disperse, leaving the vast mass of 
rugged and clearly-defined ridges standing 
black against n golden-lustred sky. Here 
and there a mist-ray, left behind, still 
hangs, to blur the harsh line of the 
beetling crags or the giant cdflars and 
firs. The gold grows deeper in the sky 
and the outlines more sharply defined, 
while the details are all lost, \im\ the 
imagination fills in that awful purj)le 
blank. Then Night again folds it up in 
her star-bespangled, blue-green mantle, 
and the moon once more becomes a light 
unto our path. 

It was early morning when we first 
sighted the remarkable coast-line of Capo 
Melville, a rare treat for a geologist to 
enjoy, and a conundrum for him to .solve.^ For miles along this coast nothing can 
bo scon but great masses of stone, all flung loosely together, as if in some former 
remote cycle a furious war of demons had taken place, the materials of victory and 
defeat being left behind. They lie loosely, one on the top of the otller — rounded 
masses, like those ice deposits on the tops of some of the mountains in Europe, yet 
in such vast and closely-packed quantities that it is diflicult to account for their 
presence in the same way. 

At one point I noticed what with the naked eye I took to be an extensive and superb 
mansion, close by the shore. Looking through the field^glass, I #aw that it was only 
boulders set up on en^, with others lying over and under them, the dividing-lines and 
sharp shadows making perfect resemblances^ to windows, pillars, and doors, l^e colour of 
these boulders was like that of sandstone, with iron-stains blending richly with the sun- 
bleached greys, adding to the striking house-like appearance. In size the structure might 
well have Uben the stronghold of the gigantic monsters who flung those immense ^ 
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missiles ; in design it had a Tudor cast — ^square-built, with many turrets 
and gables. 

Behind this Nature-built fortress the sea-sands and green-grey grass 
extended apparently about 300 yards, with here and there clusters of 
stones, as if a wall had boon thrown down, and met by a grassy bank, 
such as wo see in p, river-bed broken up by rainfalls and earth-slips. 
On the top of this bank spread great sand and grass-covered .plains, 
terminating in belts of gum-trees, grass-trees, zainitl, and othgr .. 

hardy tropical trees. 

On these grass-plai^^ ^was what appeared to be* a huge 
city ot natives* huts. But all over that vast expanse of ^ 
architecture reigned th^ silence and^ stillness of death, ren- 
dered doubly impressive by the bright glare of the , 
white morning sun, casting creamy lights and velvet 
shadows of cold grey upon ^ach wall and dome as 
it stood tcnantless and apart. It was a city of 

the (Viad, larger than 

tnodem 
Babylon, or any other 
city the world has 

over s<ien. A man ‘ 

might ride full gallop 
day after day in a 

straight line along these ' -m' m • : it ^ 





silent streets and find no life. 


house would bo about ton or twelve feet 

■ 

high, on a separq/e plot of its owm of 
long, dry, rustling grass. He might ride 
• until the feeling crept over him that 
it was a city of ghi^sts, and that those 
rustling grasses held the sighing ©f the 
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Rtill* imprisoned souls who in the vanished past had erected these fdeserted dwelling^. 
At length a kangaroo starting up, or a snake gliding off, would give the nerves a 
shock, and send him shuddering upon his way. ^ 

Wl^ can picture the gruesome feeling of horror which would take possession* of the 
lofiely bush-wanderer’s heart and brain as he rode under thp sable^ shadows of these 
mysterious erections? One of those daring explorers told mo that ho once rode a dajr 
and a night straight on without getting clear of them, and for weeks after felt nervous 
and uncomfortable — starting up at the slightest noisb, and unable to shake off* the 
impression o4 his ghfistly ride. On the lonely plains ho would have felt nothing, but 
with thdfeo clay-built, sun-baketf gables succeeding each other with unceasing monotony, 
he felt that another day would have driven him mad. * ,, * 

In the distance, when I first beheld this marvellous sight,^ I thought that, although 
I saw no workers, this part of the country must be under a very high state of culti- 
vation, and that these objects were vast fields of corn-stacks ; then a little reflection, along 
with the melting pitch from the seams of the deck, awoke me to my mistake ; and as 
we drew nearer my wonder increased to see that they were solid buildings, mud- 
cemented, and built after a quaint design. I was about to conclude that I saw^beforo 
me the work of a nation higher in culture than the savage, untameablc, and«houSt)Iess 
abdHgincs who now hunt the kangaroo, and, when possible, slaughter the venturous 
explore!*, when the captain came ov^r to mo and said: “Don’t forget to sketch those 
ant-hills. They are one of the wonders of Queensland”! ^ 

Cape Melville juts out to sea for a considerable distance; at least, those clusters 
of stones already spoken of, and appear at odd places in the Avatei-s. At one 
spot* a regular wall of about a mile is seen in a bay a little to one side, lying 
out to sea like a regularly piled up stone pier. At another point, and detached 
from* the land, a small island shows entirely covered with these stones, great and 
small. They look as if at one period it liad rained stones, and as they fell they lie, 
black like flints, white and mixed like conglomerates, yellow and grey like sandstones, 
with water stains and iron rust standing out richly against the blue and green 
and violet contrast of the sun-lighted waves.^ At Cape Melville itself great masses stand 
up like turrets amidst the confusion of fallen boulders on all sides. There is no more 
system here than there is about the placing of the mountain-top boulders attributed 
at homo to the Ice period. But these masses of sandstone and granite can hardly, as 
I have said, be accounted for in the same way; rather, one would think, q^ust they 
have been thrown upwards from the bed of the ocean long ages before the coral 
insects began to work upon the Great Barrier Reef. 

Leaving the Cape, with its wild desolation and barren grandeur, we shortly 
sight i^ape Flinders, with Castle Rock, a continuation of the same eccentric formation. 
Loose stones lie abouK the sea-shore and on the grassy flats, in some places fixed in 
Ihe act of rolling down the slopes; but they are more closely gathered'^ together on 
the beach, which ' is rugged and surf-beaten, showing patches of sand and broken coral, 
with shells between' the bare, smooth, or clamb-covered boulders. 

Northward still we go, with peeps of low-lying mainland and sea-banks, broken up by 
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Bed scars and gleaming-white sand-hills, towards Albany Pass and the extreme point of 
Queensland, Cape York — about 1,822 miles from Brisbane, by the route I have come. 
It is between AFlinder’s Cape *id Albany that y,e sight a long 2 )atch of sand and 
young* trees on the Great Barrier, showing us the formation ot an island yejb in its 
infancy. A long band of shining gold it appears to bo, boidered on the outer si’de. 
by a fringe of onowy ^dowii, ^ith a deep line beyond of dark amethyst, and on our side 
a mantle of subtle changing colours, delicious green predominating. A few dark-coloured 
knobs, like jet beads, decorate thd golden line where it joins the gicen, and some stunted 
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shrubs, with italler palm-liko trees, wave and bend near the ocean side. On tbe sands 
they hav<i planted a beacon board, and by the side of the board a stall* and rojies Some 
pelicans sit or waddle about. One makers mo laugh as T watch him through the 
field-glass. He has boon fishing, and has caught a v(Ty large fish. This fish ho 
tries to swallow, but it sticks in his throat Again and again he brings, it up into the 
vast pocket under hi^ pretcmaturally long bill, and tries to bolt it with a sudden gulp. 
It goes a cc]rjiain distance, and no further, and he swells and cholrf's, and frantically wags 
his stupid-looking head, while the other long-beaked adepts in the gentle art of Isaak 
Walton look on in solemn apathy. We pass out of sight before 'that choke-or-bolt 
problem is solved, leaving the fringe of ermine and black spots, jaggc*fl rocks with roaring 
breakers of surf hissing about them, and the solemn pelican conclave. > Meahwhile 
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we *86nd behind us dark clouds of smoke to blend, after hovering a space like inky blols, 
softly into the tender blue, and make shadow-sides, perhaps, for those tiny cloudlets 
like puffs of lamb’s wool now hanging all motionless above the trembling waters, 
which enly our propeller disturbs as we glide along. 

' We pass a light-ship, and on the poop a woman waves either her dish-towel or a 
dirty handkerchief at us. ^ Wo respond, wondering how this hermit life and awful ocean 
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monotony suits her, and how she still retains vivacity enough even to signal pass- 
ing vessels, with that everlasting sound of lapping waters about her contracted 
prison, and thf^t nearly everlasting sunshine and smooth water. Does she agree all the 
better, with her husband now that she is shut in day after day,^and week after week, 
with him and his mitie, with the sky blazing hot and the deck like an oven, with the 
"unvaried round of sardines, sheeps' tongues, and tinned salt meat, and only a rare 
storm to give a change to her uneventtill life? Will washing the decks and dishes 
bo the same as was^iing the floors and dishes ashore ? I think if I were the lighthouse- 
keepciV I should grow tired of the goMen sunrises and orange sunsets, of the silver 
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moonlights and clofidless, star-lit nights. Tho sight of those heavy, tropical, eloctfic- 
chaiged clouds forking out their random flashes Avould be a glad relief, the rattle of 
heaven’s musketiry sweet music. 

This light-shi[> is painted rod and pointed with white, is one-masted, and^ has a 
railed-in look-out. The sun may blister its paint-work, or t^'<^ 
sudden furious gales inakc it groan and labour at its chains, 
but there is no danger, as there^ is no motion. The 
deck looks clean, and, with the 'woman on board, • ^ 

there arc articles lying about which give it v. 

a little of •tho'aj.pearancc^f .land Land. ^ 
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liowovcT, is 
far distant, 
and I a u d 
such as they 
sec is herd in 
possession by 
cruel, seiise- 
less savages, 
who kill and 

eat their own children. It is not likely they 
woidd be more merciful to strangers. Kow 
and again a steamer passes the light-ship, giving 
to its inmates a ha^ty glimpse of other humanity, 
and even so doing something, though it bo hut 
little, to relieve the monotony of their existence. 
Occasionally a vessel will stop to sup[)ly them with 
KEAB poBT DOUGLAS. frcsh piovisions, but having transferred these to the 

small boat belonging to tho light-ship, it loses no 
time in once more getting under weigh. The shepherd of (Jcntrul Australia ha^ the 
same fate, an(^ nofs, unfrecjuently goes insane ; yet his life seems le»8 lonely. 

By day, as the light-ship basks in the sun, it is a welcome sight to passing* 
vessels, a milestone on tho way ; and at night, with the great stars shining above it, and 
its nearer golden light blazing out and rippling down the |)roken walJ'rs, it is a cheering 
and heart-warming spectacle ; but to those on board, who night after night only seS the 
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diAky-looking halo round the lamp-disc, who day after day go up to trim it, what ihust 
it become ? They give light and life and variety to others, burning their own hearts away 
with the weariness of monotonous, dreary duty. • 

steam through Albany Pass, firing a guii as we piiss the pretty bay, where lies 
Sbrnerset, once the Oovernment settlement of Northern Queensland and Torres Straits, 
but now only a pearl-fishing station, Thursday Island having been chosen as the 
official seat and residence. A flag is lowei’cd at Mr. Jardine’s house itT^answer to our* 
salute, and we shortly afterwaJTds sight and pass Cape York, and the islands which 
cluster about it, and anchor at Port Kennedy, Thursday Island. 

This beautiful island has not yet got a wharf. The ^ettlers are waiting for tho 
Govemment to build one, and Aieanwhilo visitors are carried on ^shore by South 
Sea Islanders, tho ladies tenderly in their arms, the men on their brawny shoulders. 
Tho settlement is as yet in its childhood, but nowhere in all the colonies have 
have 1 scon dress, particularly in the male, carrie<l to such a picturesque extreme. . They 
are mostly alj Govemment offi(yals who live here, agepts for shipping companies, or 
owners of pearl-fishing stations; and it is not considered respectable to appear in any 
other guise than full-dress uniform, which dress, like the costume of the angels, 
must bo the colour, or rather lack of colour, symbolic of innocence. This costume, 
acids mu(di to tho picturosciuencss of the island, and the large blending of coloured 
races gives it a very un-English appearance. Malays, Chinese,. Cingalese, and South Sea 
Islanders, gaily dressed, an<l flush of 11101103% keep it always thriving-looking and foreign ; 
and tho palms, coral-trees, mammy apple-trees, bananas, &c., keep up tho illusion. 
Orchids grow hero plentifull3% and in great varict3% and the breeze is almost always 
strong and ozone-hiden. A beautiful |K>rt is Kennedy, with its panorama of islands 
and mainland, all dotted over with thriving pearl fishing stations. 

The ownoi’s of tho stations lead a gay and festive life, and when fresh provisions 
can 1)0 got, want for little in tho way of comfort. They are most hospitable to strangers, 
and will kill tho fatted goose any da3% if there is one to kill, and if you can only 
provide them with an excuse to give a feast all round. It is not every day that 
geese are left to kill, and not every w'cete that a bullock can bo had for slaughtering, 
but when the deed of blood is done, it becomes an imperative duty in this climate to 
feast until tho meat is consumed. 

I'he owners of the pearl-fishing stations get the shells, but it is frt)m the divers 
that strangei-s are most likely to get pearls. Tho master is supposed to luwe all that 
comes out of the waters, and he docs get an odd pearl now' and again, but the diver 
and his mates are said to keep tho first-water |K?arls to themselves, and a good diver is 
much too vidnable for his master to find fault with or seem suspicious of him. 
A reckless sot of men these divers are, mostly South Sea Jslandcrs. They earn 
. from £40 to £00 per month at their legitimate business, and often ipakb extra by 
* selling the pearls the}' have managed to smuggle while cleaning the shells. Money is 
of little value to them w'hcn they can cam it so quickly ; their hands are nearly always 
full of bank-notes^ and they can drink like fishes, only that their beverage, is not 
like^the fishes’. 
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• The masters do pretty well also by this trade when the oysters are plentiful and 
the weather is calm, as it mostly is round about Thui*&day Island. The mode of 
work w very simple. The boats are sent out plentifully supplied with provisions and drink : 
the men insist on •much tlrink,-gin being the favourite tipple. A fortnight is*usu^ly 
tt;Le time that the divers are expected to stay away from the station; longer if not 
successful in their oyster-searching. They sail away, working«while the tides are down, « 
when they come to a likely plape upon their run, ancj cleaning the shells when they 
ciinnot work below The diver is screwed into his dress and hblmet, weighted with 
lead till he ceuld not move on land, and then the others lower liim gently by ropes 
into the sea. JVhen he S'eaches the bottom he communicates with those above by 
moans of his life-line and code of signals, indicating whether ho wants more or 
less air, whether the \cssel is to stai^l still, or drift, or to go on. A good diver 
can stay below some eight hours at a stretch, and I don't know but that ho 
cams his £60 .i month and extras if ho does this Ho carries his life with 
him every day ho ventures Into that depth, and Inust not have a* single enemy 
on board The owners are very much afraid to lose any of their divers, and 
regaril^a good one with sincere affection, petting him like a favourite child, and 
seldom denying any reriuest if it bo at all in reason. Though coloured men, tlvey 
are not made to feel that any inferiority attaches to them on that account , indeed, 

I do not think thftt there is one pearl-station owner 
who would not sooner quan*<‘l v\ith 
his dearr^st friend than with his best 
diver 

As for the divers, not- 
withstanding that . they « are 
great drunkards, spendthrifts, 
and thieves, they would sham(* 
many white heroes b^ the 
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courage they display, and the simple "cpnfidehce with -which the^ place their lively 
in the hands of their comrades. Considering the perilous nature of their calling, 
very few accidents take place amongst thent Sharks are frightened at the 
stri^ngo • appearance of the intruder, and it is a most rare occ^irrence for them 
to attack him, but if they arc numerous, sometimes he becomes, timid, and is 
drawn up out of their ^vay. A little grease or oil carelessly, left or dropped on 
the diving-dress is generally tl^e cause of the sharks^ coming about. Generally they 
give him a wide bdrth, and no cases are known where a shark has bittoh at the 
« air-tubes or life-line. * 

The real* danger lie% in the line 
getting twisted round & rock or reef, 
and the diver *becomiiig confused, and 
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making matters 
wor^o. Then 
there (^an be 
no ^hope for 
him— ho must 
die. One diver, 
however, saved his 
life fey cutting liis 
life-line, and stopping 
the hole with his 
hand. Ho was dmwn 

up insensible, bleeding at nose and cal’s. Another diver who, intent upon the 
shells, liad forgotten to look ahead, and got entangled in a rock; bejarae con- 
fused, took the wrong turn, and so fastened himself past rQdemptlpn. Those 

above, seeing the uselessness of trying to hoist him up, cut" the connecting- 
^line, and .sailed away. Next morning they returned to look for the body, 

and^ 'irhat was of^ as groat importance to them, to recover the dress. The 

first dhior Svlio ivent down very soon gave the signal to haul up, and when 
ho appeare<l was in a state of groat excitement, saying the body was sfill alive. 
Believing it to bo aii evil spirit, he refused to go down again. However, after 
a time ho censenfed, on coiidition that someone else went with him. The owner 
donned a •drods, and went down with him, to find the body of the poor fellow 
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s&ated bolt upright on a rock, with Wnifo in^ hand raised in the dircetion of some 
sharks who were hanging about. Under the water things are magnified greatly, 
and this, added to the huge and unwieldly dress, made the dead diver appear to 
bo of gigantic' proporttens^ while the uncertain light and the eddies cali^lbd ^lo 
lilpdy to sway to and fro. 
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A DAY’S WORK IN THE NEVER NEVER COUNTRY. 
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Th8 New Chum— Loiitf Iloura—Drauirhting — A Fierce Mob— Sorting — Desperate Provocation — ^The Soapegoat-v 

Branding — KM)® in the Shade — Best after Labour. * 

'"'^i UEENSLAND is not iu country which mere idlers enjoy, 
and visitors who rush through it generally call it 
monotonous and dofieJent in intci*est. ■ Nevertheless, 
the scenery lias a charm of its o^yn, if you will 
Init keep cpiict jind not judge it hastily, but allow 
■ it time first; to speak to* you. Dull indeed, and 
void of poetry, must ho bo who will not feel exalted 
by the contemplation of th() great solitudes of the bush, 
who •Avill not learn something from its deep silence, whose 
eye will not enjoy the sublime light of its atmosphere 
and the delicate tracery of its foliage, the brilliant phimage 
of its birds and the weird melancholy of its wild scrub. 
It stands alone in the scenery of the world, its vastness 
is part* of its chanii. Do not try to compare it with 
anything else, for comparison here is not only iiiTblicitous 
but discouraging, and will lead you to undervalue a 
cluir^n which is more easily felt than spoken about. 

Queensland is some thirteen thousand miles from England— a big gap to jump, 
but ,no bigger than the moral gap which exists between the two countries. If yon 
are a “ new <;hnni ” you must be content to forego all your old notions, you must 
submit to bo always in the wrong, content to be told at eveiy turn both by word 
and g(^stiii*o that you are a fool. It seems hard at first to be scotted at for every 
suggestion you make, but when you are an old hand yt)ur experience will probably not 
make you one whit more merciful to others. If you arc at the head station, all the 
disagi’coable jobs on the plm;e will fall to yoiir lot ; y*ni will probably be receiving less 
pay than any other man on the place, and yet working harder than you have over 
worked before. ^ 

It sounds delightful to have horses to ride, to be quit of the weary routine and 
drudgery of office or bank work ; but wait until the close of a Jong, hot day finds 
you still in the saddle on a tilled hoi’s©, wearily following in the dust of a mob of 
cattle, which must bo yarded before you can get your supper and go — not to bed, 
for pCHiaps you arO|at an out-station, where such a luxury as •a bed docs not exist, 
^but to an unoccupied comer of a not over clean floor, where, rolled up in an old 
blanket, you snatch what sleep you can. Yet, when at break of dawn you are roused 
from your rest, the long night hours seciu to have disappeared like a conjuror’s pack 
of c<\rds; you gnimble at having been called so soon, and many a Sybarite on a bed 
of down h& slept less well than you. 
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“ Come away down to the yard ; there are some 400 head of cattle to be draughted 
before breakfast, and to-night wo must kill, for the beef is very low in the cask. 
There,. light a lire there. Have you got the brands, two letters out of the alphabet, 
and one numoraW Now stait away and dnuight the cattle through the pomid. 
Wo want twenty head for the butcher; draught them oft’ into that yard. You stand 
against the gate of* the receiving yard, and when you licar the word ‘ Bullock * 
o])on the gate and let the bullcft*k through. The big yard for the bush cattle, and 
the sand yard for the unbranded calves. That dun cow with* cnimplpd horn will 
do to kill ; draught her oft* into the killing yard with a couple of ([piet Clnngs to 
keep her company. If ^oif leave her alone she will rush about and fret herself 

into a fury before the evening. Look out, there ! ” 

The sun has not yet risen, but the sky is all aglow with the coining glory, and 
the distant range of hills behind which it is still hidden glow’s with a deep purple. 
There arc some 400 head of cattle in the big yarcl ; they are low'in^ uneasily, and 
huddling thcinselves togethert tii*st in one comer, tfien in the other. Now they are 
driven^ forw’ard into a smaller yard, and the dust flies up, and, tinged by the rising 
sun, hangs over the stock-yard like a golden cloud. At every gate through which 

they arc asked to pass, the mob tight shy, ami whirling into a compact iua.ss tiTrn 

round and round, those in the outside circle pressing on those in the cemtro, and 
those in the (tentre struggling against those outsider, until so dense a cloud of dust 
has been raised that nothing but an indistinct mass of heads and horns min bo 
scon through it. Now the cattle <logs are put on. They arc a shaiggy kind of 
terrier brcMl for the purpose, and so carefully scl<‘<jted for the specdal point of “heffling 
up’* catth', that they have become a recognised breed. 

“ H(*el them up. Snap ! ** — “ Pist ! ” — “At them, Stumpy I Let us see 3^011 at Avork. W"ell 
done! You dodged that kick wdth great judgment. Nip the lieels of that white steer. 
Be (juiot, do ; don’t you know that barking is forbkldcn ? Ocep noiselessly up to them, 
and w'ith your ears erec.t, and one eye fsustened on the u]>per muscles, which ex]?jrience 
tells 3’ou must quiver before the kick coyes, catch them just above the heel Avith 
those sharp-pointed teeth of yours. That’s right ! *’ That old “ Avorker *' belongs to the 
team of some carrier Avdio has probably lost him. lie knoAvs all about a dog’s hccling- 
up, and has a shroAvd idea that the stiff* crack of a Avhip may cut him across the ribs 
if he does not move on, so he gives a good k?ad forward ; and noAv they are all 
pressing fhrougli the gate as if their vor^' lives depended upon their getting through 
six abreast. When some thirty arc through, the gates are closed. 

The raiuiager stands sit the fourth gate leading into the pound, and with a long 
pole checks the advance of the cattle, or prrxls one forAvard, and as the apimal 
advances into the poifnd, calls out in a stentorian voice, “ Bush,” ('alf,” or “ Bullock.” 
Instantly the gate of the j^ard called out is throAvn open, and Avitli a jflunge and t. 
kick the beast rushes forward. Woe to the man who is caught napping! Woe to him 
who hears indistinctly dr gets flurried, and, mistaking the call, opens the yard of the. 
mixed cattle to a bullock, or lets an unbranded calf back* to its mother! 

As the draughting pro^eds the lowing augments, until it sounds in your oars like 
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the mingled whistle and roar of tho wind and sea. Calves calling piteously for their 
mothers; cows lowing in plaintive accents for their calves; hullocks angrily bellowing 
for their mates. Now high above the din rises a loud shout of “ Look out ! “ Mind 

yotcrsclvcs ! ’* With head lowerf3d and tail curled inter tho air, and« a deep bellow of 
rage, a wild cow is let into the pound. In one instant the man in the pound ha^ 

climbed to thV3 top rail of the yard. 
Tile infuriated animal tears the 
ground with her horns, * and the 
foam flies from her mouth. A gate 
is fluftg* open for- her to pass 
through, but she only looks at it, 
and tos.scs her head more de- 
flantly tlian ever. “Heel her up. 
Snap ! ” Tho dog, dodging her 
horns, keeps well behind her until 
he t;au make a plucky dash at 
her heels, but she is too cpiick for 
him, and has caught him in the ' 
mouth and sent several of his 
front teeth down his throat. Plucky 
as h(' is, ho moves away 
^ ^ very sorry fi^r himscilf, and 
with a flying kick tho cow 
4 suddenly tears through the 
gate and joins her mates. 
That parting kick was Avell 
directed ; it made the rails 
shiver again, and just missed 
annihilating a black boy. 
Tlic men all look at each 
cither and laugh ; the black 
boy laughs too, but it is 
rather a sickly grin ; he 
docs not quite see where 
the .excellence of tho joke 
comes in. Someone says something about . the . old cow being an ugly customer, 
but only seo lips move, for voices are all but inaudible in the terrible 

din. ** 

At length the last boast is draughted. Tho sun is well up noAV, and all prepare to 
move towards the “humpy” (a miserable hut) for breakfast. Someone asks how 
many calves there* are to brand. The eyes of all wander towards tho yard in which 
the •calves^ are penned, and the next instant every jaw dmps and deep consternation 
is depicted on each faca From ten to twelve silly calyes alone occupy the yard 
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where some eighty head ought to bo congregated. For one dread instant there is a 
silence of horror, but tho veins have begun to swell on the temples of the manager, 
and the storm bursts with a round oath. Surely tlio recording angel will balance 
against that oath • the desperaCb provocation which called it into being. A *caroiess 
miscreant has left tho lower gate of tho yard open, and tho unbranded calves havo 



HinZlNG A CALF FOK lUiANDlNG. 

quietly rejoined their mothers. Tho precious hours of early daylight have l;)ecn lost, 
and the draughting must all bo gone over again. 

Now there ariseft a perfect storm of recriminations and accusations. Why had no 
one noticed it before ? It was everyone’s fault and no one’s fault Tho quick tempers, 
fire up and sputter out angiy sparks ; the sullen men look as sulky as bears. Just 
as the acme of rage is reached, the new chum is .seen sauntering through the open 
gate. A gleam of devilish delight shoots into every face. “They might have Igiown 
• it” — “Come here, you ” and many other phrases best left unrecorded. It is in vain 
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that the youth declares that he did not open the gate, but found it open, and only 
thought that he was doing good by chasiijg the calves through it ; in vain that he 
points with pride to two faintly smouldering logs, and says that since dawn Jbe has 
begn ehgaged in making the branding-fire burn. His incapacity and* his total inappre- 
ciation of the enormity of the ottenco with which he is charged mako the scathing 
remarks hurled at him irK)re bitter than if ho left himself undefended, and it is only 
when tho scapegoat is reduced^ to abject sullennesss' that the fury of words is over, 
and all go in to broifkfast. 

But. now the draughting has all been done again, tempers .are quite^ restored, and 
branding has ’begun. A strong red ‘‘ mick ” is being roped. • 'Phe noose lias been thrown 
over his head, and in spite of his violent struggles ho has been drawn up to tho 
fence and tied securely to it by his hind and fore feet. Now tho head rope is let go 
the calf drops on its side on the ground ; one of tho men staruls on its head to keep 
it down. In spite of bellowing, kicking, and plunging, it is stretched out at the mercy 
of its captoiu* Tho new chum is rubbing his shin bohe, wearing the while a face- 
which would •havo drawn down endless merriment if everyone had not been too busy 
to mark his antics. 

» Tho “mick” is done and is turned out of tho branding yard. Two men have al- 
ready collared another calf, and are dragging it along ; it is a small one, and will bo 
scrutted and not roped. One man has it by tho ear, and pressing his thumb into its 
mouth, holds it firmly by tho jaw, tho otlior man is almost lifting it along by tho 
Hank, and together they march it up to the fence, on the other side of which arc the 
fire 4 ind the branding-irons. Now give a quick screw to its head and it will fall on 
its flank on the griiuud. As quick as thought tho man at its head kneels on its 
neck, and holds its foreleg; tho calf struggles and kicks out violently. For an instant 
there is a doubt as to whether it will get away, but in another moment the man at 
its tail has propped himself up against one hind leg, and is holding the other out- 
stretched and harmless. “ Now hand in the bmnds through tho fence.” “ Rest them for 
one instant on the right flank of tho calf.” “Now the ear.” “Snip, snaix” “That is 
right, lot her go.” In his liasto to bo useful, tho now chum has taken hold of tho 
wrong end of one of the ' branding-irons, and is now dancing about in agony and, 
whistling through his seared fingers, to tho great delight of the onlookers. 

Eighty calves havo been branded in less than two hours. Not baA work with 
tho thermometer over 100’^’ in tho shade, and the hot sun boating down** on your 
back, and tho eddying breeze blowing tho boat of tho fire straight on to you, while 
swarms i\nd swanns of flies, -who havo risen with tho rising sun and will only go to 
bed with tho fading twilight, have seized upon you and devour you, and when both 
your hands worn occupied havo worried you into a fever. ThorC^ is no pause during 
.the heat of the day, for tho Queensland climate, though hot, is not, in consequence 
of its extreme dryness, enervating, and men can work all through the year and 
during almost every^hour of it. “Ni)W catch your horses, and wo will take the cattle 
out < 2 gain, and then wo must hurry back for tho killing. You, Jack, see and take 
tho knives clown and give them a turn at the grindstone.” 
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• The sun is seltingi. The sharp report of the rifle is heard, and the dun cow 
with the crumpled horn has measured her length in the dust “ Strip off her hide and 
take care not Cb cut it, for it is worth ten shillings. Sling her upon the gallows. 
Wo must be up before the fiiQs to-morrow morning to cut her up. Wo caiA k^p 
ni^uch fresh moat such weather as this, so, Mr. Now Chui'i, there will bo plenty of 
salting to keep you in. excreiso.” 

The sound of the rifle-shot -has brought the niggers up from their camp, and 
they aro disputing with the jiack of kangaroo dogs for the inorsels the white men 
are too dainty to use. The liver, the brains, and the sweetbread have *goncv up to 
bo fried for siy)per. Thob black crows and big brown hawks aro circling round and 
round the gallowS, and the sun has quite gone down, but the sky glows and glows 
with purple, red, and ^'cllbw ; the moou is rising over 3’onder dark blue lino of scrub, 
and to-night the dingoes will howl in its ]dacid light, and their mouths will water 
at the feast slung just above their reach. Now let us go home, for rest after toil is 
sweet. • • * 
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DUNEDIN TO CHRISTCHURCH. 

Port Chalmers — Purakanui Bay— Blueskin — A Nervous Ride — Oaraaru— A Duck-Pond in tho Pacific — ^The 
Waitaki River— Waimato — Timaru — The Canterbury Plains. , 

• 

T he journey from Dunedin to Christcliurch may be made by sea, at least as far as 
Port Lyttelton, taking from ‘fifteen to twenty hours by the Union Company’s 
steamer. But by far tho more interesting route is by land, tho fastest and best af^pointed 
train in New Zealand covering die 225 miles every day in rather under twelve hours. 
Th(i first, or southern, third of tlio journey, as far as Oamaru, is well worth making, 
especially tho first twenty miles, between Dunedin and Blueskin, which form as in- 
teresting and as picturesque a piece of railway travelling as can well bo met with. 

Leaving Dunedin at eight in the morning, you glicte for tho first twenty minutes 
along tho shores of the Upper Harbour to Port Chalmers, which is tho port of the city. 
Tho Ivindsomo church in the foreground is Pi*esbyterian, as should be the case in a 
town called after Dr. Chalmers. It will he noticed that the quays, piers, and wharves 
are busy with shipping; largo ocean-goin^' steamers visit the port, but the majority 
are intercolonial and coastal. Owing to the geographical character of New Zealand, 
much more use is made of water than of land-carriage, and tho former is, as is well 
known all tho world over, the cheaper. Tho lino gradually ascends the slopes of the 
hill overlooking the town of Port Chalmers, passing through beautiful bush gullies, and 
from time to tiitio giving lovely peeps over the Lower or outer Harl>our. Every element 
of beatity is here. There is great diversity of scene — ^liills close at hand, and hills in the 
distance, with no monotony in colouring ; a charmingly varied shore-line, a large expanse 
of clear water, in which is frequently reflected a sky of Italian blue. In the sub- 
stantially built town at our feet, and in the pleasant villas and gardens that wo pass, 
we see the han4iwork of man, bu! much that is visible is still imtutored nature. 
As the train rushes on, the panorama every moment changes. The train dives into a 
lon^ tunnel, and comes oufr high- up at the head of ar bush-covered valley, at the 
foot of which is the Purakanui Bay, the prettiest of all the pretty bays on the eastern 
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(50ast The lino thto follows the side of the valley at a high level, and gradually descends 
until it takes a sharp turn, and you suddenly find yourself on the edge of the cliff, 
looking sheer down 150 feet upon the huge swell of the. Pacific Ocean. After keeping 
along £he edge of ^the cliff’ for some distance, the train turns its back upon the gea, and 
vuns down a steep place into Bluoskin Bay, of which one gets a beautiful view. • 
At Blueskin, ali(JUi Waitati (manifestly an early settler’s wrestling with a Maori name), 
you stop at a little station, close, to some beautiful old pinc-tixses, the remains ol the 
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dense foicst that until lately covered the whole of the flat. The lino next skirts the 
shore of the smooth bay, which is enclosed by a bar almost on the level of the 
water, and then quickly ascend.s tho north side, passing Seaclift', the palatial lunatic 
asylum, provided with rare forethought for tho future as well as the pre*nt needs 
of the colony. 1% railway then remains at the high lovely winding in and out 
through the bush, and for a moment coming to tho edge of tho white sandstone clift’,^ 
of quite a difterent character from the volcanic Purakanui cliffk Hero you Jook 
down sheer some 300 or 400 feet Immediately afterwards tho train passes through 
a tunnel under a sharp point Tho «ew from over \^is tunnePis one of the most 
magnificent panoramas on the coast, stretching south across Bluoskin Bay, Purakanui 
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Ba^, and Taiaroa Heads (the entrance to tlio Otago Harbour), to' the distant inland 
ranges. The great sweep of Waikouaiti Bay and its river lies at your feet, and 
beyond that, northward, arc the Horse ranges, in which the town of Palmerston is 
situated, and in the distance, running into the sea, t^e soft outliqe of the Moerald 
DoVns, behind which lies Oaniaru. 

From the Pukelerak^ tunnel, the railway runs inland though the bush for a few 
miles, and then crosses the back of the Waikouaiti where the best of the scenery 
comes to an end. TJie bare description hero given wholly fails to convey aity idea of 
the sensatioital nature of the joiimoy, the abrupt changes of scene, the qpnstant twists 
and turns of the line, and the appearance of 'danger abput many parts of it which 
adds to the charm. As you rush 'along the edge of the cliffs, you •can hardly avoid 
the thought that a few feet of landslip would hurl you into the ocean, or — what if tho 
train went off the rails! Nervous people often dare not look out of window during 
this part of the journey, whilst tho sharp turns which tho line takes make tho train 
rock like a ship in a heavy swell ^ often to tho great discomfort of lady passengers. 

The rest of tho journey to Oaniaru passes mainly through interesting coutitry well 
worth seeing, but not of the same sensational type as the first part. Half-an-hoifr's run 
past Waikouaiti the train reaches Palmerston, a township which was of some importance 
in the digging days, but is now only the focus of a small agricultural district. (In 
Australasia, by the way, the name often gives us approximately the date of settlement.) 
Iinmcdiataly after leaving Palmerston tho line crosses tho Shag Valley, and their koepa 
along tho coast-line on the steep slope of tho Horse ranges, in the valley of which may 
be found some splendid rock scenery. Curiously enough, a terrible accident took place 
on tho last journey of the coach which ran between Palmerston and Oamaru, the day 
before tho o}>ening of the railway. The train avoids all such dangers, however, for 
tho rest of its journey. Indeed, from every practical and professional pt)int of view, 
it ought never to have performed the acrobatic feats between Port Chalmers and 
Waikouaiti wliich have been referred to. The engineering difficulties were enormous, 
the line is very costly, and tho country round is but little productive. The line should . 
have been carried straight from Dunedin V>y tunnel through tho hills at the back, 
and thonce northward through the rich inland country, with branches on either side. 
But the Minister of Public Works at tho time when the railway was made was member 
for Port Chalmers, and if tho line had gone by the inland route, it cofild.not have 
pa-ssed through his constituency. This is tho way in w'hich we have run up the largest 
debt in proportion to population that tho world can boast 1 Now it is necessaiy to 
make another lino to tap the interior of Otago. 

Tho *namo Oamaru, by the way, is a trisyllable : the second letter is not pro- 
nounced, but has tho^ effect of increasing tho stress upon the initial, which is sounded 
short, as in ‘'omnibus.” For its size, the place enjoj^s the distinction of being the 
best built town in Australasia. PeAaps that is why it is also the most heavily 
indebted. But of that drawback the least said the soonest mended. Let us rather 
admire tho wide streets with excellent pavements, and tho handsome white stone 
buildings, so agreeably different from the usual type of brick or weatherboard in a. 
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Qplonial town of tUs size. Tlio houses glisten white like an Italian ^city ; and there 
are those who have christened Oaiiiaru the “ White City,” 

Close to 0(j,inani there is an unlimited supply of beautiful white limestonO; similar 
to that* of which 'Valencia is built, easily extracted, and, Jis is testified by its frequent 
use in public buildings, easily carved. It is a stone well known to architects^ in 
^ch a city as Melbourne. What more natural, then, that *with such magnificent- 
material at hand, the ambition of Oamani should run to architecture ? Perhaps 
nowhere has the vulgar proverb that “fools build hetusos for wjso men to live in” 
been exenjplilied on a more complete scale. It can easily bo understoocl that a city 
of palaces could not well do w'ithout an elaborate water supply, and a hafbour to 
match both, is nothing petty or mean •about Oamaru ; all the municipal 

arrangements are on senile with the splendid buildings. Wo must not expect so 
much shipping as at Port Chalmers, *l)ut the wharves, it will bo seen, are by no ' 
means idle. 

The chief feature of the place is the Break water, which, as Sy* John Coodo 
puts it, creates “a duck-pond in the Pacific.” Keckonod the most substantial, not 
only in New Zealand, but in Australasia, it is 1,850 feet long, and encloses a basin 
^ of some sixty acres ; and, curiously enough, in a place that is so rich in stone, 
it is built of Portland comout, in concrcto blocks of thirty-six feet in width ahd 
thirty-two feet in beiglit, weighing from twenty to twenty-five tons each. These are 
capped^witli masses of solid coneretc, each section weighing from 150 to 200 tons. 
Vessels that draw twcjnty-four feet of water can take advantage of the harbour’s 

shelter. The work must ho regarded as a triumph of engineering; and the enterprise 

that has brought it about is very creditable to a town which even now docs* not 
reckon seven thousand inhabitants. 

Another interesting structure Is the grain elevator, which dr(?sscs and gradoirthe 
grain for the European market. Those elevators are common enough in America, 
but this has the reputation of being the only one in these colonies. Tlio build- 
ing is of six storeys, altogether seventy-tivo feet in height, and is well wortli going 
over. 

The country round Oamaru is one of the richest agricultural districts of tho 
colony, hut unfortunately most of it is in tho hands of largo proprietors, who are often 

content to sheep upon it. Yet in spite of tliis, tho export of corcjals has been very 

largo. Tl\p stock of the district is considered the host in Now Zealand, and it is in this 
neighbourhood that station life is brought to jicrfection — good land, ample rain, tine 
country houses, easy access to town, and the best of climates. It is curious that 
the Oamaruvians, in most matters so enterprising, have not laid themselves out to 
make their town a fashionable watering-place. It is impossible, even in tliQ few 
minutes one stops at*tho station, not to notice the fresh and bracing character of tho 
air, which the traveller readily supposes must have an exceptional amount of ozone in 
it. Perhaps a prosperous future os a Southern Scarborough may yet lie before the 
place. There is a lovely sandy beach, and a' pretty cotmtry aroimd for drives, whilst 
the place itself is one of the brightest, cleanest, and most attractive looking tgwns iuTthe 
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whole colony, '[fhere are churches of all the leading denomination^, an excellent high 
school, and a theatre. 

ITie accompanying view of the Oamaru public gardens will, it is hoped, leave on 
the mind of the reader who looks upon the picture an impression of Oamaru that will 
help him to understand the delight with which strangers invariably visit this “ white- 
walled city by the sea.” 

The journey from Oamaru to Timaru takes about two-and-iC-half hours, mostly in 


view of the sea. Soon after leaving Oamaru, the trails crosses the Waitaki river, which 


forms the boundary-line between 
the Caifterbivy and Otago pro- 
vinces. This is of the usual 
type of snow-fed rivers : a 
glacial torrent nmning down 
from Mount Cook along a 
shingle bed of enonnous breadth, 
in thin streaks the greater part 





THE GABDENS, UAMABU. 

of the year, whilst at certain 
seasons there is an overflow 
into the wider bed. 'J"hc 
peculiarity of these rivers is 
that they cdiange their beds 
rrom season to season. At 
Studholme Junction, whence 
there is si briuich line to 
Waimate, a township in the 


centre of a splendid agi'icultiiral district, the northern and southern express meet and 


pass. There are picturesque views to bo seen on the Waiho, a smaller river lying a 
little to the north ot the Waitaki. The town of Waimate lies close to it on a 


little creek which is its tributary. 

From the time you have crossed the Waitaki, it is curious to notice the change in 
the " genus” of the passengers by the train. Hitherto the prevailing tjpe of features 
has Jljeen distinctly Scotch, with accent to match; but north of the Waitaki the 
Scotchmen begin to* feel out of their element, and have almost? entirely deserted the 
train before it reaches Timaru, being replaced by Englishmen, many of whom arc evidently 
men of good education and breeding. The large agricultural district round Timaru seems 
to have special attractions for the young English gentleman with four or five thousand 
potmds foj his patrimtony, ohd a love of country life. He is generally horsey,” and 
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invariably genial It is permissible to doubt whether ho makes as much out of hfi 
land as the Scotchman across the Waitaki, who has probably started with less capital^ 
but with more shrewdness and thrift. Usually the Englishman has paM. too much for 
his^&nfi, and perhaps he works it expensively, but he«rloes a great ^deal of hara work 
himself, and gets more enjoyment out of life than most men. . , ^ 

Waimate station is mot exactly a farm which £5,000 could buy, but who that 
looks at it can doubt that life thereon is comfortable • and happy? How English is its. 
aspect ! It is like a Vihanning country scat in the old country. What will ncft creepers 
do in the way of hiding novelty 1 There is nothing about it to suggest nc'^ess. The 
roughness or the old style of station is as completely absent from J.he house and 
grounds as the ostentation of the * new. This is the sort of hoAe around which 
affections twine. 

Timaru, lying half-way between Dunedin and Christchurch, is probably in a 
sounder financial condition than Oamaru, but it is not so attractive or imposing. The 
buildings are fairly substantial, hut the dark-blue stone* of the neighbouring quarries; 
like much of tlie stone used in Melbourne buildings, produces a very gloomy effect. 
“You may call it blue: it is really black,” growled an amateur architect once.' More- 
oVdpr, the stone is too hard to lend itself to much adommont. To travellers going 
southwards from Christchurch, Timaru seems a thriving country town of a higher type 
than is to Vh) easily met with in Australia, and leaves a decidedly pleasing impression ; 

but Oamaru puts it so much into the shade that one is inclined to rate it loWur than 

it deserves when travelling northwards. The population of Timaru is about the same 
as that of Oamaru, but it must bo romemborod that since 1881 the former has increased 
much more rapidly than the latter. Here, too, there is a breakwater creating out 

of .the upon ocean a harbour which the insurance offices still persistently refuse 

to tnist. The waves of the Piujitic know how to dash themselves against it. In earlier 
days the coast by Timaru had a bad reputation for accidents and shipwrecks, but 
of late* such casualties have been more rare. In Timaru, no doubt, there is less to 
bo seen than in Oamaru. The stmets are not so magnificent, and the general appear- 
ance of the town is much more commonplace : but the traveller must be particular who 
finds it hard to bo pleased with Timaru, and it lies in a very pleasant neighbourhood. To 
the tourist Timaru has a special attraction : a railway line passes hence to the Mackenzie 
Country, and it is by this line that the tourist who is not pressed for tifne will travel 
to Mount Cook. • 

Hence northward to Christchurch, a hundred miles, the line goes across the Canterbury 
Plains. The grounds at Mount Peel, the seat of the Hon. J. Aeland, of the well-known 
Devonshire family, are veiy attractive, and yet they are hardly an average specimen 
of the siirroundiug cwuntry. The Conterbuiy Plains, though admirable from a practical 
, point of view, and well calculated to give the stranger a good idea of the natural 
resources of the , colony, cannot by any stretch of imagination be called picturesque. 
“ Beautiful country, beautiful cotintiy,” said a gentleman, driving over part of the 
wesijpm district of "Victoria. So often was the remark repeated that a lady in the buggy, 
wearied wi\;h the constant praise, interposed the remark, “What, then, is your idea of 
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D^uty ? I see no element of it here.’* “ Three sheep to the acre, three sheep to the 

acre” he enthusiastically replied. A traveller of this class will admire the Canterbury 
Plains, ,but to Ihe visitor with an eye for the }>icturcsquo and beautiful — that eye 
perhaps having feasted in the* morning on the glories of Otago Harbour — it^is jjne 
dbad, dreary level the whole way, relieved with trees only at long intervals, and oc- 
casionally broken by snow-fed rivers of the Waitiiki type, which, with their deserted, 
untidy look, are more hideous than the plains. Tho*lipo passes threugh two good 
townships* Toniuka and Winchester — strange collocation of names, *ono Maori, the other 
that of the old-time capital of England. Soon we come to Ashburton, a town which is 
the centre of a considcraWo •district of growing importance. On the northei:n side of 
Ashburton the lino crosses the Rakaia River, after which the country becomes shingly, 
And the soil light and thin for several miles. The only relief to the vast plain are the 
high ranges of the Southern Alj 3 s in the left distance, which on a tine winter’s morning 
stand out admirably with their snowy peaks. These can bo seen distinctly in clear 
weather from certain parts of Christchurch, ami fonh a feature of its scenery which 
strangers rarely discover for themselves, and even many residents do not know of. As 
3^011 approach Christchurch, the brown L^'ttelton Hills become visible be^’ond the town 
• to the right. The country around gets richer, and is studded vrith plantations aitd 
homesteads. This part of tlie colony was as utterly barren as the neighbourhood of 
Christchurch before settlement began ; now no district is so well planted. 
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THE MURRAY AND ITS TRIBUTARIES. 

Ca|Main Sturt's Disoovery — ^The Rise of the Murray — ^Tributaries — Albury — The OVens— Yarrawonga — The 
Timber Trade— The Goulbum— Bohuca— The Campaspe— The Loddon— The Murrumbidffee— Wagga Wagrgjjib, 
Narandera, and Hay — ^Tbp Darling* — Bourke — Wentworth — Mammoth Rii^er — Mannum— The Mouth — 
Goolwa— A Night Camp — ^What Might Have Been. 

a 

the year 1829 Captain Sturt, one of the m(^st daring 
and successful of Australian pioneers, wts •despatched 
by the Government of New South Wales to follow up 
his important discovery of the previous year, when 
he had found ki the heart of the continent a great 
river to which he had given the name of Darling, after 
the then Governor of the colony. Diverging from his 
fotmer route, instead of • descending the Macquarie, or 
Darling, River ho struck the Murruinbidgee about 400 
miles above its junction with the Murray, and following 
it down, reaped the reward of his labours in the dis-* 
covery of the king of Australian waters. The stoiy 
is tSius related in Mr. Foster’s work on “South 
Australia ” 

A BiLLABoxG.’ “ This rivcr (the Murrumbidgee) Captain Sturt and 

his companions followed down for nearly 400 miles, 
where, from its increasing narrowness, they were afraid they were going tq lose it, and 
with..i.t anticipated the loss of all their toil. But just as their hopes had been de- 
pressed to the lowest point, and they were about to give way to despair, they found 
themselves suddenly projected by the contracting current into a magnificent stream 
f350 fobt wide, and from 15 to 20 feet deep.” 

In this way was discovered that noble river which, while running its course of over 
2,000 miles, drains with its tributaries a )arge part of the interior of the Australian 
continent, an area, according to some authorities, of oyer 300,000 square miles, com- 
prising a tract of country extending from the sources of the Warrego in Queensland, 
only two degrees south of the Tropic of Capricorn, as far down as the Black Spur in 
Victoria, and the head-waters of the River Loddon. 

The continent of Australia, flat towards the west, rises gradually towards its south- 
,east comer, whore, close to the border line between Victoria and New South Wales, 
culnunates the great mountain chain which, under various names, extends from Capo 
Howe on the south •'to the furthest limit of York Peninsula owl the north. At the 
point of culmination the dividing range becomes a succession of high peaks, covered 
almost to their .summits with enormous timber, and here, in the midst of a dense 
and impenetrable jungle, Mount Kosciusko, the highest mountain in Australia, towers 
to height of 7,196 feet • The nature of this region is thus described by an 
Australian writer, Mr. Sutherland: — ^‘^The famous traveller who was the first to stand 
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9a the top of that*great cone had a triumph which surely repaid him for the weeks of 
toil spent in reaching it He struggled up through wild rock, and lofty forest thoit 
hid everything •from sight, till he came to the naked rock, where the cold prevents 
the trees from growing ; then ,up to the bald summit, where snow rests for aU but a 
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month or two each year, a mile and a half above sca-level. A little further, and he 
stood on the edge of a precipice that descended half-a-mile, and, looking over .the 
fearful height, he saw that great valley below like a vast sea of waving trees, where 
the River Murray gathers its hundreds of little rivulets .together to carry their w^rs 
a thousand miles away to Encounter Bay.” • 
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• From its borne in these regions of crag and forest, where even 5^et human foot haS 
hardly been able to {x^netratc, the stream rushes to the northwards, through scenes of 
the most unspeakable beauty, a mere mountain torrent — ^not yet the Murray, but called 
here the Indi, and sometimes the Hume — ^swelled every ^ few miles by the streams that, 
dei^nding from the surrounding heights, pour into it their ice-cold waters. Abou^ 
Tintaldra it changes the^ direction of its course, and with a bold sweep turns towards 
the west. A little above Albujy, some hundred mibjs from this turn at Tintaldra, it 
meets with its first • great afllucnt,. the Mitta Mitta, *which, rising in the Australian 
Alps, not far* from the Gippsland township of Omeo, and joined by the s^eamlets from 
Mount Wills* and Mount Cope, leaves behind it the townsd^ips of Bethwga and Mitta 
Mitta, whore dwell the hardy miners of Benambra, and hastens t6 bo the first to 
otter to the royal river the tribute of its waters.^ 

Before reaching Albury, but after its junction with the Mitta Mitta, the Murray is 
joined by the Little River, or Kiewa Creek, upon which is the small township of 
Kiowa. Soon 'it glides forth upc)^ the huge plain over, which it must wind its slow 
course many a weary mile before it nears the end of its journey far avray in South 
Australia. Already it is a noble stream, with water pure and sweet, although ^een at 
a little distance it appears slightly discoloured ; whilst studded along its banks are those 
splendid vineyards for which the district is famed. It was here that the river was first 
crossed by the explorer .Hamilton Hume and his party on their expedition from Sydney 
to the shores of Port Phillip Bay, a journey never previously accomplished, •■and it 
was now called the Hume, in compliment to the father of the leader, a name which 
tlic flipper river has over since retained. Below Albury, however — as, indeed, often 
above — the stream has long been known as the Murray, having been so named, as some 
say^ after a certain Sir John Murray, then an official in the Colonial Office, though 
others" affirm that the name is a corruption of the word " Mullewa,” or “ Murrewa,” the 
native name for the river at this part,. 

Between Albury (in Now South AVales) and Wodonga (in Victoria) there are two 
bridges, one being the bridge of the lino between Melbourne and Sydney. The place 
whei*e the Murray was first crossed is tlulto close by its most important crossing-place 
at the present day. 

The river next approaches the townships of Corowa and Wahgunyah, rivals, 
though linked together, the former being on the New South Wales bank of the river, 
the latter on the Victorian side. C^orowa is only half-a-mile from Wahgunyah, and is 
in reality Wahgunyah North, the Corowa marked on the Government maps being two 
miles lower down, and existing only on paper. The townships are connected by a 
bridge biiilt more than twenty years ago by private enterprise, but a new one is 
now being constructed, by the Governments of the two colonies. ^Corowa, which is on 
the lower bank of the river, is by far the more flourishing of the two, with busy 
public offices, thriving institutions, and a rapidly increasing population. Wahgunyah, 
though a fairly prosperous town, is said to have fallen back of late, and the population 
has^dccreasod. It \s connected by rail with Melbourne, a means of transport of which 
its neighbours on the opposite shore are not slow to avail themselves. Indeed, owing 
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j^Ttly to tlie greatl^r proximity of Melboumo and partly to the energy of the Bouthem 
oolony in pushing its railways to the borders, the greater part of the trade of the 
Biverina proper* is carried to Port Phillip instead of going to Sydney, its own capital, 
though* this tendency has been, checked of late years by a Victorian stock ta3^ which 
]}as diverted many thousand head. of sheep and cattle from its borders. ^ 

At Bundalong, little below . this point, the Murray ^is joined by its second 
important tributary, the Ovens. .The somewhat peculuy* name was not given to it, as 
the acute* reader might imagine,* on account of the great heat ofc the district through 
which it £ow§, Avhich, indeed, is not nearly so excessive as in many other parts^ even of 
Victoria : it was so named^ by its discoverer, Hume, after a certain Major Ovens, himself 
an explorer, and fit that time*aidc-de-carap to the Governor of Now South Wales. This 
river, w'hich runs a course parallel ^ that of the Mitta Mitta, rises like it in the 
Australian Alps at no great distance from its sister stream, and keeps -a north- 
westerly course until it is joined at Wangaratta by the King River. Wangaratta is a 
Victorian township of some .importance, boasting qf two fine bridges,* one of which 
spans the Ovens with a single arch, while the other, over tho King, connects the 
town With an outlying hamlet known as Oxley Flat. The town, with a population of • 
about 1,500 inhabitants, has a couple of breweries, churches of different denominations, 
and other indications of civil isutlon. 

At the junction of tho King and the Ovens, it is remarkable to see how long tho 
clear bright current of the former refuses to mingle with the muddy watera of tho latter, 
until at last the purer stream becomes contaminated by tho evil association, and the 
waters of the two can no longer bo distinguished. Tho moralist might well appljr to 
his own purpose a phenomenon which the secular writer merely notes. Tho same 
thing occurs at the meeting of tho Rhone and the Arvo a little below Geneva. 

From Riindalong the Murray slowly pursues its winding course through (115 flat, 
plain country until Yarrawonga and Mulwala arc reached. Tho river hero is a rather 
narrow stream, flowing between low banks fringed by a few gum-trees. It. is still 
crossed by an ancient punt, though for many years past a bridge lias been promised, 
and the inhabitants complain bitterly that# the good intentions of the Government are • 
nothing more than good intentions. 

Yarrawonga is a town that has grown rapidly of late years, and is still increasing, 
both in population and in general prosperity. In its case tho precedent of Corowa 
and Wahgimyah has been reversed, since here it is the Victorian township that is 
ahead of Mulwala, its New South Wales rival. The land on both sides of tho river, 
a mile or two back, is said to be very good for both pastoral and agricultural purposes, 
and largo quantities of grain are grown throughout the district, as 1 x 111011 as nine 
bags to the acre heipg occasionally obtained ; but it is to be regi^tted that the farmers, 
by neglecting to manure, and by growing cereals year by year without regard to 
rotation of crops, are rapidly exhausting the soil. The country for some distance 
back is flat and uninteresting, and this is more especially the case on tho Now South 
Wales sides. . • 

From Yarrawonga to Echuca by the river is 180 miles, but by land it is ^nly 
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abchit half that distance, and, roughly speaking, this proportion^ would hold godSL 
iJiroughout the whole course of the Murray, its windings about doubling the distance 
in a direct line between two given places upon its bonks. This proportion of distances^ 
as compared with other rivers, is by no means large. The samenesa of the scenery is 

exceptional. A voyage along this part of 
course of the Murray is accordingly most 
monotonotks ; one reach exactly resembles 
another; each bend is the counterpart of 
the previous one. The banks, cokAost every- 
where, are very low, and in, flood- time the 
water overflows in hundreds of places, and 
runs, for miles before again joining the 
river, forming large lagoons, and what are 
known as “ billabongs,” which swarm with 
wild fowl of every kind. The width of the 
stream hero varies from one hundred to three 
hundred yards. A little above ifiarmah^ 
during flood-time, the river overflows, form- 
ing a vast sheet of water for about three 
miles on cither side, running back through 
a thick forest of red gums, and jbiniiig 
Lake Moira, a splendid sheet of clear water 
in the midst of the timber. At such times 
the stream of the Slurray is only to be 
•traced by the lino of trees which fringes its 
banks. The red gum timber of this district 
is some of the finest in the country, and 
aflbrds employment to a great number of 
men. The principal saw-mills are at Echuca, 
Shut there are others at Corowa, Wahgunyah,. 
Yarrawonga, and other places along the river. 
The timber, when cut, is dragged dovrn 
during the summer months \ilose to the 
water’s edge, and during the wihter flood 
season is taken by the baiges up or dowzi 
the river to the mills. These barges are huge flat-bottomed boats, with immense 
outriggers, to which are suspended by chains from twelve to sixteen laige logs, some 
of thbm as much ar. thirty feet long, which hang hardly abo^e the level -of the 
w'ator. You can barely see the tops of the logs as the barges, three or four at a tirne^ 
are tovred along by the flat-bottomed steam-tug. Neither tugs nor baiges draw* more 
than from three to two and a-half feet of water. Another way of conveying the logs 
is to let the barge' float down the river vnth a large chain dragging from the stem. 
This keeps* it in the middle of the stream, and eflectually prevents it from running' 
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aground. The plan is said to have been discovered by a man who, having stolen a 
chain, suspended it behind his boat, ready to be cut away in case of detection and 
pursuit.^ The tritde in red gum on the Murray alone pays to the revenue of Now South 
Wales about £18,000 a year in royalty. On the Victorian side licenses are issued*by the 
Qovemment to cut this valuable timber, but the revenue does not proHt from these 
to nearly the same eatent as that of New South Woles doos«from tho royalty ‘system. 
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The red gum forests extend back from the river banks a distance varying from 
half-a-mile to about three milca Behind it is generally a thick fringe of box timber. 
On both sides the land immediately adjacent to tho river is very poor, and being, for 
the most part, liable to be flooded, is of little value for purposes of cultivation; and 
it is not until you get sbme little distance bock, and reach iJso box, that tbfi soil 
improves, becoming of a reddish chocolate colour. 

Tlije stranger cann ot fail to be struck with tho difference betw^n tho Victorian 
townships scattered along the south hank of the river and those of tho sister colony 
on the north bank. While the concUtion of the former is to all outward seerqjng 
mo st flourishing, the latter for the most part appear languishing, and show rigns rather 
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of "decay than of iniprovement. It is alleged that the fact is duo to fho land laws of tll£» 
two colonies, the policy of Victoria being more liberal than that of her northern 
neighbour. We should add, however, that this state of things is completely reversed in 
the case of Albury and Corowa. 

Not many miles above Echuca the Murray receives its confluent, the ‘Goulbui^, 
a stream very like itself in appearance, but donsiderably smaller, rising in the Tallaroo 
Ranges, near Seymour, and in dts course passing Ma^ambie, where lies the celebrated 
Tahbilk vineyard. On its banks are the mining centre of Rushworth and the thriving 
town o£ Shd|)parton, where it receives the Broken River. 

Echuca* is in point of importance the chief town on .the Murray, although the 
population of Albury is a trifle larger. The former has about '5,000 inhabitants. It 
was once known as “ Hopwood’s Ferry,” after a Mr. Hopwood, who, in the early 
days, made it a crossing-place for his stock. The town is situated on a peninsula 
formed by the Murray and Campaspe Rivers, and is connected with Moama, the New 
South Wales tdwnship on the opposite bank, by a magnificent iron bridge, constructed at a 
cost of £100,000 by the Governments of the two colonies. In consequence of the delay 
in throwing open this bridge to the public after its completion, it was forcibly* opened 
by the inhabitants of the two towns in March, 1879. As a Victorian port, Echuca is* 
still second only to Melbourne, the number of its vessels being greater than that of 
Geelong, though their aggregate tonnage is much smaller. It is connected by rail with 
Melbourne, and also with Deniliquin, which, situate in the midst of the vast^ plains 
of native grass and salt-bush known as the Riverina Country, is perhaps the greatest 
sqivitting centre in the world. By these railways thousands of sheep and cattle are 
annually sent down into Victoria, but the trade in live stock has been considerably 
ii^jiired by the imposition by the Victorian Government of a tax on imported 
stack, already referred to. 

Besides being the centre of the rod gum trade, and possessing fine large saw’- 
mills in constant work in connection therewith, Echuca possesses an excellent vine- 
yard. The sister township of Moama on the northern bank was formerly known 
as “ Maiden’s Point” It is in the county ^adel, so called after Captain Cadell, who, in 
1853, with his steamer the Lady Augiiatay imd having on board Sir Henry Young, 
the then Governor of South Australia, and Lady Young, first successfully navigated the 
river os far as Swan Hill, a distance of 1,300 miles, and laid the foundation of the 
river traffic which, with varying fortunes, has been conducted without interrHption ever 
since. Moama is, from a social and commercial point of view, only a portion of 
Echuca 

The Campaspe, which hero joins the Murray River, rises in Mount Macedon, a range 
not more than abo«.t thirty miles from Melbourne. Fof' the^ name Campaspe the 
classical dictionary seems to have been ransacked, the lady to whom it belonged 
having been intimately connected with the personal history of Alexander the^ Great. 
The most important towns on this river are Kjmeton, lying nearly 1,700 feet above 
th<^ sea, the centie of a large agricultural district, and noted for its farm stock, a 
circumstoifbe which renders its name, Kino Town, singularly appropriate. Numerous 
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Afch quartz-reefs exist in the neighbourhood, and the mining industry is more thriving 
than the agricultural, much of tlio best of the land having been worked out. Rochester, 
a town ^considerably lower down the stream, has become of importance of lato yearn, 
and is still rapiJUy ^rising. ^ ^ 

•- Below its junction with thO| Campaspe, the Murray becomes navigable at 'all 
seasons by the river, steamers — large, ilat-bottomed boats, ;jirith enormous funnels, 

and paddles that whip the creamy waters into foam. ^£ach tugs afterr it, with much 

puffing awl spluttering, as though it were very hard work indeed, a| string of barges 

^ laden with# wpol from the Riverina and the banks of the Darling. They are going 

to discharge t^e huge, htijivy bales at Echuca, 'whence the wool will be sent down 
by rail to Melboilrno,* and thence again shipped t6 London. At night they resemble 
huge monsters, groaning and snorting, ^ they breathe out Haines, and gaze with tiery 
eyes into the darkness. Those eyes are the lanterns Hxed in the bows to throw a 
strong light upon the water ahead, so that the skipper may avoid the sunken logs 
or “snags,” which, if struck, would soon consign boat and cargo alike to the bottom. 
In the early days, many of these river skippers ivcro Wcsl cyans, and on Sundays they 
'would ftiake the boat fast to the shore, and expound Scriptures to the crew and such 
• of the passengers as they could induce to listen to them. Nowadays, however, either 
their religious zeal has gi'own cooler, or else the competition has become keener, for 
5XS a nile they steam not only night and day, but weekdays and Sundays alike. A story, 
for which we cannot vouch, is told of one of the old-fashioned kind of river skippers, 
who, being anxious not to lose time in taking aboard his cargo, and yet unwilling to 
outrage his conscience by working on the Sabbath, compromised the matter by putting 
on the clock two hours and a half, so as to make it Monday morning instead of O.JIO 
on Sunday night, the result bring that he beat the opposition boat by just two 
hours in the run up to Echuca. *"* 

After leaving Echuca the river takes a sharp bend, and runs in a north-westerly 
direction for about 240 miles through a country once entirely pastoral, though of 
late years a large amount of selection has taken jdace, especially on the broad 
plains to the south. The Victorian (Government has passed an Act having 
for its object the irrigation and settlement of this arid country, and has also 
opened negotiations to the same end with a Hnn of Canadian capitalists experienced 
in matters «f imgation, and at length has succeeded in coming to an agreement 
with them. There are no toivnshiiis of consequence along the banks of the river 
at this part of its course, such settlements as there are being little more than 
collections of huts. Swan Hill, however, has a few local manufactures, and although 
the population of the towm itself is small, of late years the place has flevclopcd 
a considerable river Jraffic\and has become a dcpf)t for th.e sup|)Hes of the squatters 
and selectors around. At ?»rang the Murray is joined by the Loddon, which rises 
in the Dividing Range, and i receives the waters of the Bet-Bet, or McNeil's Creek. 
One of its principal sourc^ is the Wombat Creek, upon which is built the 
beautiful town of Daylcsfond, lying more than 2,00(1 feet abbve the sea, and 
possessing nearly 4,000 inl^bitonts. The auriferous land surrounding dt covers 
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neArly nine square miles, and contains ninety quartz-ree&, besides ^many alluvijA 
workings. 

About a hundi'ed miles below Swan HiU, at Wakool Junction, the^Murray receives 
from Jfew South Wales the combined waters of the IJ^lward River, ai/i the Billabong 
CreSk, which meet at the township of Moulamein. • The former is, in reality, a " bili- 
abong” of the Mun’ay, Jbeing united to it at both ends; but the Billabong in name 
is not so in fact, but has a source of its own near Gk)rmanton, in Ten-Mile Creek, and 
runs a course of 1700 miles almost parallel with that of the larger- stream. On it is the 
little tQwn 5f Jerilderie, once so notorious as the scene of one of tha most daring 








outrages of the Kelly gang of bush- 
rangers. 

RAILWAY BUI DOB AT WAGOA WAGGA. About 140 milcs below Swon 

Hill, and 380 from Echuca, the 
Murray receives a tributary almost as lar^ as itself, the mighty Murrumbidgee, and 
it is to the plain between these two great rivers that the name Riverina originally 
belonged. Throughout its entire length below Albury the Murray has a tendency, 
owing to ite slight fall, and the loose character of the soil through which it flows, 
to form for itself numerous channels, which diverge from, and again rejoin, the 
main stream; and just before its junction with the Murrumbidgee its northern bank 
is intersected with quite a network of these branches, of which the Edward River 
is by far the most important. 

The Murrumbidgee takes its rise in the Great Dividing Raqge, at A part known 
as the Muniong Mountains, and runs a course of 1,350 .^niles before it falls into the 
Murray. It is navigable as far up as Gundagai, a town whi| h, considering that it has only 
1,000 inhabitants, is singularly prosperous. The original township, on the river flat, 
w^ washed away in June, 1852, when eighty-one lives w{^re lost, and immense damage 
was done •to property; in fact, the original town was fihtirely obliterated. It is not 
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ea4y for tho reader to realise what a flood means on one of these gf^at Australum 
rivers. During the dry season which usually precedes it" settlement ‘‘has been pro- 
gressing, and squatters* and selectors* homesteads have been erected .and townships 
built upon the rich alluvial flats that border .the shrunken stream/' Suddenly the 
drought breaks up in torrents of rain, as much a;* seven or eight inches* sor^eChnes^ 
falling within twenty-four hours. Almost without warning an immense moss of .‘water 
is hurled <lown \tho long-disusfcd channel of the riwjr, and what few hours before 
was a stream fnly* a few feet wide becomes a rushing maCSs of turbid waters, 
hundreds ol yards in width, boiling and bubbling over its banks. .^^AWay go the 
labour of the farmer and tho artisan, tho tools of the digger, and tho s quatter’s sheep 
and fencing. Very often masses of*soil are detached from tho banks,* and, like floating 
islands, sent sailing down tho current,* sometimes with a living freight of bleating 
sheep aftd lowing cattle. Hero a hayrick, there a stack of corn, or a weather-board 
house or log hut, is liurriod away; whilst sometimes, alas! an in£e{nt*s wail or a 
woman's sliriell sounds faint and* thin amid the turmoil ■of tho waste of waters. Many 
a long year does it take before tho ravages of such a flood are repaired, and too 
often they cause losses that time can never rcstoi’c. In the case of Gundagai, how- 
ever, everything possible has been done, and the new town has been built on the 
high bank, out of danger from future floods. 

Besides Gundagai tho Murrumbidgee has upon its banks the important to^vns of 
Wagga Wagga, Narandcra, and Hay. The first of these, which is connected by rail 
with Sydney, being on tho main lino liotwoen that place and ^[elboumc, is noted os 
tho. place whore Orton, the Tichborno Claimant, pursued his avocation as* a butcher. 
It is tho centre of a thriving pastoral and agricultural district, and has a population 
of. aliout 5,000 iiersonsv The railway bridge over the river on the line to Albiiry 
is a triumph of engineering skill, being constructed in the face of great difficulties, 
owing to tho pressure exerted by the immense mass of water that flowa^. dow^ '‘the 
channel in seasons of flood. Narandera has a population of about 1,700, while Hay is 
tho principal rcceiving-depOt for the wool produced on the stations scattered along *the 
banks of tho Lachlan and the Murrumbidgee, and is a great port of call for the river 
steamers. On an average it sends down about 80,000 bales of wool during ^the yfear. 
It is a flourishing town, with excellent public works, including a handsoifto bridge 
about 400 yards in length, part of wdiich is constructed to swing, so '’as to ign&blo 
steamers to pass in the flood season when tho river is navigable. 

Above the junction of the Mumimbidgee with the Murray is Bolrailald, an 
important crossing-place for stock travelling from South Australia into Victoria, tho 
passage being etVected by means of punts. Besides its great afflueiit, the Lftohlan^ 
tho Murrumbidgee has numcn)us other tributaries, man 3 j^of which liavo important 
townships built upon them, especially on the high ancVffertilo plateaux where they 
take their rise. The most important of tho tributaries are tile Umeralla, the Queanbeyan, 
and the Gasdradigheo, besides, the Yass and Tiunut, hot i of which have upon their 
basks towns oallcd by t^ie same names themsclvek 

Tho Lachlan, hffiwexfir, is sufficiently large to be consiflnred a. river^of itself, especially 
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A it flows through some of the most fertile country in New South Wales. The length 
’t)f the Larchlaif proper is 700 miles, and it is said to drain an area of about 13,500 
square miles. 'Bho principal places up its banks are Cowra, Parkes, and Forbes. Of 
these, tBe first V a town of about l,3p0 inhabittmts, in the midst of a district that 
as a veritable Eden, g There seems to bo hardly anything that will •hot 
grow in this favoured region, which is almost entirely taken up Igr thriving selectors and 
fanners; and, to add to its prosperity, the ground hasiboon discoverfd to be highly 
auriferous, gold being found over *au immense area, and frequently •cloy to the surface. 
Besides this^ tlyo Mi^burn Creok Copper Mine is Inking successfully worked inp the neigh- 
bourhood. For|>es is by far Jbli^ largest town on the Lachlan proper, having a population 
of about 8,000. • Here, too, rich gold discoveries have been made in the shape 
of quartz reefs, which 
have given a fresh im- 
petus^ to a plage that, 
in spite of its excellent 
soil, had begun to lan- 
guish. •Tho chief tri- 
•bntarics of the Lacli- 
hin are tho Crockwell, 

Abercrombie, Burrowa, 
and Bolabula, ppon tho 
last of which is Carcoar, 

Avhich rejoices in its 
gold and copper mines. 

Below its junction 
with the ^lurnunbidgce 
tho Murray continues 
to flow to tho north- 
west. Its windings are here more intricate than in the upj)or part of its course. 
At Eiiston, a small township, chiefly knowii as a crossing-place for travelling stock 
from South Australia into Victoria, the river takes a sudden bend to the south, but 
soon ' turns once more to the north-west, through poor and bamm country, until rather 
more than 209 miles further on, w’hcn Wentworth is reached. At this pointy it receives 
the waters* of the last of its great tributaries, the magniHcent river Darling, which 
collects the waters of nearly half the Dividing Range, draining in its course an area 
which, if we include the country of which the waters are received by its Quoen.sland 
tributaries, ^s estimated at 231,000 square miles. The sources of the Darling, and 
tne network of streaips tluBt imito to form it, are, perhaps, as iTHricatc as tho Head- 
waters of any riygr in tho wpd, and make it impossible to describe it with accuracy 
in the earlier part of its eilarse ; but it becomes clearly defined as tho Darling • a 
little above Walgett, whore J.h| Rivers (jwydyr and McIntyre unite- to form it, and up 
to which place it is in extrcfioly wet seasons navigable. • Both the Gwydyr and tljp 
McIntyre run down irom^ then^ tablekland known as the Nw England District of 
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New South W^os, and have a course respectively of 455 and 350. miles. Exedj^t 
during the rainy season, they are a mere chain of water>hoIes, and fr^uently in: long 
droughts their channels are through a great part of their course mere beds of sand. 
This due to the immense amount of evaporation ^hat takes p^«^in their course 
ov<?r the flat, sandy plains, and, perhaps, also to |the water percolating thTOugbe^Ahe 
loose soil and forming ..underground streams, which reappear wh^re the surface is lower, 
and the subsoil^less porous, i • 

Another tr^putary of the Darling is the Namoi, wliich, rising in the Liverpool 
ranges, has a course of 600 miles. It is at its junction with the ipaim river that 
Walgott is 'built, a distance of 1,650 miles from the junction of the iQarling with the 
Murray. Walgett, though considerdbly improved of late years, alid df some importance 
ns a depot for stores, has not much to be said in its favour as a place of residence^ 
being a mere collection of huts on a scorched and sandy plain. The Castlereagh^ 
though it has a channel some 300 miles in length, makes but little use of it, being 
for the most 'part dry. The Macquarie, however, the next affluent of the Darling, is a 
stream of much more importance, having a course of 750 miles, and a comparatively 
constant flow. Rising in the western slope of the Blue Mountains, it receives numerous 
tributaries, of which the chief are CampbeU's Crock and the Fish, Turon, and Ball 
Rivers. In the lower part of its course the Macquarie stretches out into vast marshes, 
covered with reeds, the tops of which are just seen above the water. 

One of the most important towns on the river is Bourke, the depOt for the 

stores of half the stations on the river and in the country away back. It is connected 
by rail with Sydney, and by this lino in dry seasons, when the river i.s not navigable, 
the greater part of the Darling wool is sent down for shipment. Indeed, this route 
is^ sometimes chosen in preference to that by the river, for though the cost of transport 
by rkil is, of course, greater than that by water, this is counterbalanced by the heavy 
iusuranco rates that have to be paid on wool sent down by the boats, owing to the 
great risk of loss by fire to which it is exposed from the carelessness of the crews. 

At the junction of the Darling with the Murray is Wentworth. This town is 
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pHttily situated and 
beautifully laUl 
and has not short 
of 1,000 inhabi\n1^, a 
ffge and fast increas 
ing river traffic, and a» 
future which many 
a great city might 


WENTWORTH. 





well envy. There are somcT* who 
think that it will be at once the 
Washington and the Chicago of the fiiture Dominion of Australia. Situated at the junc- 
tion of two such rivers as the Murray and the Darling, it is also the natural tenninus and 
meeting-place for the great inland railways* of the adjacent colonies. The proposed 
Mctorian lino is to terminate at Yelta, on the south bank of the Murray, and directly 
opposite to the town of Wentworth, and the proposed South Australian line along the 
course of the «iver from the north-west bend would terminate in the township itself ; 
while a lin# follovring the course of the Murrumbidgee, sure eventually to be constructed, 
would give it communication with Sydney, and a Darling River line would connect it 
with Wilcannia and Rourke, and bring to it for distribution the produce of Central 
Austndia. The town is already the dep^t for the supply and traffic of the ^interior 
during the large part^of tlia year when the river is unnavigablc, and with railway^ to 
cany its supplies, it would b^iome one of the first commercial cities of Australia. Nor 
is its situation less favourable! from a political point of view. Far removed, and yet 
easily accessible, from the great capitals of Sydney, Adelaide, and Melbourne, easily to 
be reached by water from Weslem Australia and Queenslaiid, and generally from towng 
along the coast, it secihs so ^aced by nature as to incur the jealousy of i^one and 
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enjoy the fostering care of all. Its very name seems to mark it ot^ as the fiitiira 
capital of federated Australia, for it is called after William Charles I Wentworth, to 
whose patriotic exertions Now South Wales owes her free constitution* 

Though not actually bom in the colony, Wentwosth came her^ >TOen quite young, 
and during a long life did perhaps more for Australia than any other man who-er^T^ 
entered it Eminent m lawyer, scholar, wit, and politician, he almost outtlid his political 
services by hisXefibrts as a social reformer in a community at that time mpnaced by 
the lawlessness pf the convict element on the one hand and by autocratic officialism on 
the other. * When quite a youth, he performed a feat of exploration which of itself 
would entitle him to bo mentioned with respect ; and* v/hilst an undergraduate at 
Cambridge he distinguished himself in the competition for a * University prize poem 
oil the subject of Australia. The prize was w>n by the talented Winthrop Mack worth 
Praed, l)Ut Wentworth's effort is now admitted by experts to be the best. In his poem * 
are some lines which seem to be prophetic; it enils with couplets that every Australian 
should know* by heart: — • 

tliiM thy Ia»t-bom infant then ariuc 
To glad thy heart and greet thy parent eyes 
And AuHtralaflia rise, with flag unfurle<l, 

A new Britannia in another world.'* 


After leaving this town, the <-ravcller by river-boat will come to no place of im- 
portance until ho reaches the South Australian border, upon the 141st parallel, where 
the steamer has to lio-tf> in order to bo overhauled by the (jnstom House authorities. 
Indeed, this system of jealously guarding against the introduction of each other's com- 
modities on the part ot the difteront colonics is a nuisance at every turn, and will 
do inore than anything to prevent them from becoming a great and united nation. It’ 
is almost as if one had to undergo an overhaul and be mulc*ted in heavy protective 
duties in passing from one English county to another. Heni are men of the same race 
and blood, speaking the same language — nay, often members of the same family — who, 
bo<‘auso they happen to live on opposite sides of an imaginary line, must needs keep 
guard against each other as if they belonged to two belligerent nations. This is 
not the place to argue whether Protection be a fallacy, or Free Trade a delusion, or 
to discuss abstract principles of political economy, but for people situated as the 
Australiarw colonists aro, a handful of men on the fringe of a wilderness, tO establish such 
a system of Little Pe<llington protection against one another only fails to lie ridiculous 
by reason of its injurious I'csults. 

Tl^roughoiit this part of its course, and, indeed, until Morgan is almost reached, 
tho^ scenery of the Murray is very dull, as it vrinds in and out, its banks sometimes bare 
and sometimes frin^Jbd with stunted timber. Here and there a^. splitter or selector has 
planted his hut, and strives, by a rough system of iiwation, to wip a scanty liveli- 
hood out of the thirsty soil. After leaving Wentworth, Itho stream is seldom less than 
two hundred yards in widtli, and occasionally spreads out into immense sheets of water. 

• As the traveller approaches Morgan he will notice that me scenery greatly improves, and 
that the country is much more fertile. The land he^ is all taken up by agricultural 
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^and grazing ^arms, and the river bonks hove been extensively planted with wilTows, 
which g^ve i pretty and home-liko appeamnco to the landscape. Com is extensively 
grown, and tjjih soil is sufficiently good to give from eight to ten bushels per acre. 
The farmers, ^ ejass not usually addicted to taking an over-sanguine view, all seem 
'contented with their prospects, and their comfortable circumstances are indicated by 
pretty and well-kept gardens along the river banks, and often running down to the 
water's pdgo. Hort>, on the one^hank, are high cliffs, wtich are watorfmarkod to a con- 
siderable* height, and facing these, on the opposite side, far awiy <|vor miles of rich 
alluvial sail,* are seen other cliffs, corresponding to them. Between thdin winds the 
river, and th^y no doubUimlipate the limits of its stream in times gone* by. If this 
supposition bo Vorrect, it must have been, indeed, a giant water-course, a fitting 
channel to connect the ocean with the vast inland sea which, jiccording to scientific 
authorities, once covered the greater part of the interior of Australia. Though shrunk 
from these mammoth pro])ortions, it is still a splendid stream, and probably destined 
in time to come to bo the great waterway of a rick and populous nation. 

After entering South Australian territory the river turns sharply to the south, 
leaving on its right bank Lake Jimbro and the extensive neighbouring swamps, until 
it reaches the Great Pyap (or South) Bend. Hero it once more turns at right angles 
to its coursi‘, and with many windings again bears away to the north-west for a con- 
siderable distance, till at length, weary of its long journey, it takes a sharp turn and 
hurries to the south, eager to cool its heated waters in the cold waves of the Southern 
Ocean. This point is called the North-West Bend. Here we come to the Morgan of 
which wo have been speaking, a thriving river-port, connected by rail with Kaj>unda and 
Adelaide, and possessing a fine wharf, fitted with steam and hydraulic cranes. 

Flowing on for a distance of nearly 100 miles, the river reaches the point where 
it is within fifty miles of Adelaide. Hero lies the little town of Mannum, which 
is one of the cliief ports for the shipment of goods for places up the river, and for 
the landing of wool for reshipment at Port Adelaide. It possesses a fine, dry dock, 
and has extensive wharves, and other accommodation for unloading barges and steamers, ^ 
but otherwise is of little importance, though a prosperous and pictures(j[ue township. 

A notable feature of this part of the river is the magnificent bridge on the railway 
between Adelaide and Melbourne, constructed at an expense of £200,000, about double 
the estimatcfl cost. This excess was due partly to its immense length (for it is more 
than hal^-a-milc long), and partly to the difficulty in obtjiining solid foundation for the 
support of the immense piers. It is remarkable that this was more especially the 
case on the land side, the bottom in the bed of the river being much firmer. Its 
extreme length was rei^ered necessary by the great width of the river in time of 
floods and for thi% reason also the piers had to bo of im'tnense strength. Our 
illustration on p. 160 shows fa section of the river near this spot. 

The reader will be disappointed to learn that the mouth of this noble river' is by 
no means worthy of its ^^ize and importance. Exposed to the full fury of the 
Southern Ocean, it is maeve still more dangerous by •the fact that the treacherous 
sands at its mouth are contin tally shifting; and it can be entered only by snfall coasting 
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steilmere, {ind not by them without difficulty and danger. In order to obvkte the incon- 
venience os much as possible, a railway has been constructed between f’ort Mannum 
and Port Adelaide, by which the greater portion of the wool brought dcwn the river is 
conveyed to the latter place for shipment. The expepse of these ^ repeated loadings 
and Tinloadings, and the cost of land carriage to l^ort Adelaide, is considerable, aiid * 
severely hami^ers and hinders the river traffic. 

A considoraftje proportion, however, of the vessels, that descend the Murray, instead 
of disembarking |f.hoiV cargoes at Port Mannum, go on to Goolwa. This •town lies 

on the west bank of the. stver, about 
seven miles irQin its mout^, though in a 
direct line it is only about a mile from 
tlip ocean. It possesses an excellent har- 
bour, with a depth of water sufficient to 
allow large vessels to lie at anchor if they 
could only tget within it. Were the River 
Murray the great waterway of Australia 
that it should be, Goolwa should* be its 
New Orleans. It is the oldest-established - 
port on the river, and even under the 
present disadvantageous circumstances ^ 

docs a large and daily increasing •> trade. 

It has, moreover, fine wharves and yards 
for the building and repair of steamers. 

It was at one time intended to connect 
Goolwa with tlie ocean by a channel cut 
through the sands, and plans for the 
purpose were prepared by an eminent 

South Australian engineer ; but since the 
construction of the railway from Mannum 
to Adelaide, the project has been aban- 
doned, at all events for the present. 
However desirable it might be to have 
a direct channel between die river and 
the open sea, it was thought that, while the cost would certainly be enormous, the 
undertaking might not after all be succe^ful, since the sands at the mouth of the • 

Murray are continually shifting, and the channels silting up, besides which, vessels 

entering would be expo.sod without shelter to the full fury of the Southern Ocean. 

It is* further alleged *that even if a channel were cut, tho'seour^ of the river is not 
sufficiontl}' strong to keep it clear. Perhaps the engineering difficulties would prove 
insuperable. ’ f 

Goolwa is connected by rail with Victor Harbour, a stnall bight of Encoun.ter Bay, 
which is, perhaps, strictly tha port of the Murray. An jisland called Granite Island, 
from its being entirely composed of that stone, is here /connected with the mainland 
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By a solid piei, which from a width of 245 feet at its base gradually slopes upward* to 
a breadth of 00 feet at its summit. From Granite Island a causeway and jetty further 
extend ^ a dist^Ace of 300 feet into deep water, and here woolships can now lie and 
take in cargo. ^T|jeso works, designed by Sir Jolfti Coode, have much improved the 
Harbour, though it is still far froqi safe, as is suiKciently shown by the fact that the 
pier and jetty were repeatedly injured by storms in course of their construction. 


- 



Victor Harbour is also a place of great 
beauty, and a favourite resort of the 
peopW of Adelaide during the hot 
months. 

The Murray finally empties itself 
into Lake Alexandrina, a vast sheet 




CURREIVCY CREEK. 


of water, abounding in shoals and quicksands; it is about forty miles long, and of such 
extent that from the middle it is not easy to make out the low and sandy shorea 
Currency Creek also falls into this lake, which is connected with a smaller sheet of 
water called Lake Albert, and also with the Coorong, a long, narrow estuary which runs 
along the coast to the ^uth-east for about eighty miles, separated from the bcean 
by only a narrow belt of sai^ul. 

In the earlier part of its 'course, above Albury, and again after reaching Morgan, until 
entering Lake Alexandrina, the river scenery may be fairly called 'beautiful, and in 
other parts it is not without a certain picturesqueness of its own.* But it cannot be 
denied that the Murray is for the most part terribly monotonous, and* at night 
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this* taonotony gives place to that awful feeling of utter loneliness and |desolation so* 
characteristic of Australian scenery generally. Indeed, nothing can be mo|e weird than 
a night-camp on the shore of an Australian river or lagoon. The traveller has seen 
the sun iiso like a ball of fire above the eastern horizgn, and all dayrlong has pur- 
sued *his lonely journey over the flat sandy plains. , At night he hobbles his tired' 
horse, and turns him loose to crop the few blades of stunted grass, and, after swallow- 
ing a piece of dV damper, washed down by. a pannikin of tea, if he is lucky^ enough 
to find wood to |nak5 a fire, lays hiiusell* down to rest beside it, •with his warm, blue 
blanket rourfll him, and his head resting on the padding of his saddle,, pnopped ui>- 
right against a tree or sand-hillock. All is solitude.^ •Oji one side jstretches the 
expanse of plain, on the other the waters of the river spread avfay fill they are lost 
to sight, and blend with the evening mists. Thp stillness is only broken by the hum 
of the m*os(piito and the croaking of the frogs, by the almost human shriek of the 
curlew or the whirr of the water-fowl overhead, and by the slight splash as they fall 
lightly on the Scarcely ruffled waters. As tlxe fire dies down into a smouldering heap 
of embers, the dingo’s dismal howl is borne upon the scarce perceptible breeze that 
just rustles the strips of bark hanging like dangling ribbons from yonder ffolitary 
giirn, and the tired horse pricks his cold ears and sniffs the gale, and the sleejMjr turns 
uneasily in his fitful slumlier. Small wonder that the natives people these solitudes with 
shapes hideous, terrible, and vague, or that the earlier settlers told with bated breath 
of the llunyip, the ottspring of tlie river slime and ooze, that at such times would 
ap|.K3ar to the belated traveller. Nor is the scene without eftbet even upon the cultured 
mind that lujects morbid fancies. The following lines, by the Bishop of Ballarat, well 
describe the feelings of such a one as ho walks musing at nightfall beside the solitary 
waters of the Murray: — 

** I tread thy brink, Australian Nile, 

And in the heated west afar 
Glows, where the fierce sun sank erewhile. 

Across vast plains, the evening star. 

From yonder marsh, the ser|>ent's haunt, 

The wild swans rt.ie in dusky cloud ; 

The bittern's melancholy chautit 
Shrills through the calm air clear and loud. 

A sable form stands near : the child 
Of yonder boundless woods, that lie 
To south and east — forbidding — wild — 

His father’s home in years gone by. 

Where erst, ere yet the stranger came, 

He loved to chase with club and spear ^ 

The land's unshapely forest game, 

By tangled brake and lonely mere." 

f 

As we turn away, after tracing the course of this magnificent stream through three 
colonies, and see the w'oalth that it bears upon its waters, ^nd the flocks and herds that 
are fattened upon its banks, we can hardly repress a sigh of regret that it should not have 
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Vn outlet worijiy of it, so that stately ships might sail in and out *and carry their 
cargoes far int^ the heart of the country'. In such case it might well -stand as a rival 
to the Amazon* or the Mississippi. Unfortunately, it is without this advantage : its 
waters struggle the ocean amid shifting sands and almost stagnant lakes, tj^rough 
channels devious, shallow, and difficult, whilst engineering skill seems powerless to 
provide what nature has failed to* give. Whether the effect oaii be rectified in years * 
to come is yet to bo seen. As it js, the Murray's coursef resembles the /life of a man of 
vast strength and talgnt, who, after a stormj' an<l adventurous ycaithJand a manhood 
passed in usefulness, at length in his old age sinks into an obscure grave, 

unhonoured and imbecile. ^ IJevertheless, the solid, honest work of his prime lives on, 
and his life, after allt has not Ibeen spent in vain.* 
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Ciiiitain Cook— An Astute Savaj^G— The Early Coloni»iH — ^The Xew Zealand Land Company —Taking Posse seion — 
Tho Site — Early Days— The Harbour — The To Aro Flat— Thorndon — The Ilutt — ^MeXab’s Gardens— The 
# Hntt Valley — Tho Wairarapa Valley — The Manawatu Gorge — The Xgahauranga Gorge — Uauparaha. 

rFlHK very name of Cook’s Strait, on which the city of Wellin^on is situated, carries 
Olio back to tho time, about tho middle of tho eighteenth century, when Europe first 
gained any accurate information of New Zealand. Tnio, as early as 1G42, the Dutch navi- 
gattir, Tasman, entered Golden or Massacre Bay, in the north of Nelson province ; but tho 
inhospitablo recoptiim accorded liim by tho natives made him beat a retreat ; and for 
more than a century after his discovery of tho islands it was supposed that they formed 
part of ^tho great Ten’a Australis Incognita. Not till 17Gf), when Captain Cook sailed 
round tho North and Middle Islands, was this error rectified. “ You aro also,” so 
ran tho instructions of Captain Cook, “ with tho consent of tho natives, to take posses- 
sion, in tho name of the King of Great Britain, of convenient situations in such countries 
as you may discover, that have not already been discovered or visited by any other 
Power ; and to distribute among the inhabitants such things as will remain as traces 
and testimonies of your having been there ; but if you find that the countries so dis- 
covered aro uninhabited, you aro to take possession of them for His Majesty, by setting 
up proper marks and inscriptions as first discoverers and possessors.” In accordance 
with those general instructions, Cook landed at various points, and took possession of tho 
country. And even at tho present day anyone who scrambles along tho east coast will find, 
sprouting vigorously among the rocks, where it can get any foothold of soil. Captain Cook’s 
cabbage — weedy cabbage, to 1x5 sure, but indisputable testimony /of his havijtig been there. 
Tlie herds of wild swiiic also which liifost the retired hush country in the interior testify 
to Captain Cook’s visit, being the lineal descendant of tho pigs which he put on shore.'**’ 
Though Captain C’ook suggested tho colonisation of New Zealand, it was not till 
seventy years later that any steps were taken to carry out the idea In the interval, 
however. pj[irts of Australia wd Tasmania were colonised, and formed into penal 

* Vide p. IS, 
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i^tlements. A| might bo expected after the establishment, oi colonies* in Australia,* a 
more or less f^quent intercourse arose between those settlements and New Zealand ; 
and various t^'^ellers of the time, Nicholas, Savage, and others, recorded their 
impressi6ns of visits paid to New Zealand. Meanwhile, a considerable whaling^ traido 


Hongi amt AVaikato, to, England in 1820 drew the further attention ef tlio llritish nation 
to New Zc^aQd and its mhabitants. Those two chiefs, who were much lionised by 
London society^ posed in fjpgland os most devout converts to the Christian faith, and 
returned loaded M^th die presents of their admirers.* Hongi, who had received valuable 

gifts from George IV., disposed of them 

in Sydney on his return, and invested * I 

the proceeds in firearms and ammunition. 

Returning to New Zealand, tlus amiable 
Christian, who was chief of tlie Agapuhi, 
in the ISay of Islands, carried on a war of 
extermination against the tribes of the 
South, who were dofeiH’oless against 
► powder and shot. Meanwhile, the conduct 
of the* white population of New Zealand 
demanded the attention of the liome au- 
thorities. From time to time, through the 
missionaries, rcpr)rts rcachc*d England of 
the lawlessness and anarchy which pre- 
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vailed amongst the whalers, 
many of whom had led a 
life of crime, and now found 
themselves able to offend 
with impunity. Various 
schemes were set on foot 
for the regular colonisation 
of the islands. In 1825 a 
company was formed in 
London for the purpose of 
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establishing a settlement in New Zealand ; but the leader of the e^^dition, after 
purchasing some land at Hokianga, abandoned the enterj>rise. In 1837^ another com- 
pany, called the New Zealand Association, was formed for purposes of colouisation, but it, 
too, effj^cted nothing. At length in 1839 was formed "The New Zealand jfand Company,” 
and ki that year an cxpediticm was despatched under the command of Colonel WilUam 
Wakefield, ""“who was ijgstmctM to proceed to Cook/s Strait, and to secure from the 
natives a large amount of lan(l on its north shore. « 

The Tory wls the vessel in which the expedition *set sail. S]ie was a ship of 400 
tons, armed •with* eight guns, and commanded by Captain Cliaffers, of the^ ^pyal Navy; 
and besides, the necessary stores and provisions, she canned abundance^ of goods for 
barter with the Maoris. The voyage was a prosperous one — of th® sort which has 
become since then so commonplace — the time being passed in learning Maori, writing a 
manuscript newspaper, shark-hunting, bird-shooting, and such occupations. The Tory 
sighted New Zealand ninety-six days after leaving Plymouth, and after some exploration 
of the north ^shores of the Middle Island, entered Ptyli Nicholson, on the south of 
North Island, on September 20, under the pilotage of Dicky Barret, a noted Pakeha Maori 
of that time, who had led an eventful life in various parts of New Zealand.* After 
some days’ parleyings with the chiefs of the various tribes occiiipying the shores of Port , 
ificholson. Colonel Wakefield carried to a successful issue his negotiations for the purchase 
of land round Port Nicholson, and along the valley of the Kri tonga, or, as it was 
afterwards called, the Hutt River. On September 30, at the invitation of the lyitives, 
ho landed at Potone, and took formal possession, running up the New Zealand flag 
on a flagstafl' which had been previously erected by the Maoris for the purpose. 
Simultaneously the flag rose at the main of the 2\}ry, to the impressive music of twenty- 
one guns, and so the settlement became an accomplished fact. 

The scene at Petono on the occasion of ceding possession of the land to Colonel 
Wakefield is thus described by his nephew, Mr. Edward J. Wakefield, himself an eye- 
witness : — Wo were joyfully received by the assemblage, w'hich consisted of about 300 
men, women, and children. Of these 200 were men, and had armed themselves with 
the 120 muskets they had received from us,^pears, tomahawks, pointed sticks, stone and 
wooden clubs, &c. Even a dozen umbrellas which had formed part of the payment 
figured in the ranks as conspicuously as the Emperor of Morocco’s son’s parasol has figured 
in more recent battalions. Everyone was dressed in some of the new clothe^ ; their heads 
were neatly ‘arranged ami ornamented with feathers of the albatross or huia ;^handsome 
mats hung in unison with the gay petticoats of the women and the new blankets of the 
warriors ; the latter were bedizened with waistcoats and shirts, and belted with cartouche- 
boxes and shot-belts. It was high holiday with everybody, and a universal spirit of 
hilarity prevailed among the excited multitude. . . . Ware{>ori then took his station 

at the head of one of tlie parties into which the fighting-men wer8 divided, ' Dog’s-ear ’ 
having marshalled the others at a little distance. Warepori was dressed in a large hussar 
cloak belonging to* my uncle, to which he had taken a fancy, and brandished a handsome 
green-stone ‘mere. ^ His part^^ having seated themselves in ranks, he suddenly rose from 
the ground, and leaped high into the air with a tremendous yelL He was instantly 
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instated by his\party, who sprang out of their clothes as if by magic, and left them in 
bimdles on the|ground. They then joined in a measured guttural song recitod by their 
chief, keeping ^act time by leaping high at each louder ihtouation, brandishing their 
weapons with the^ri^ht hand, and slapping the thigh with the left as they came heavily 
to* the ground. The war-song wanned as it proceeded ; though still in perfoc^inison, 
they yelled louder and louder, loapefl higher and higher, bmndishjjj^ their weajl^s more 
fiercely, and dropped with the smack on the thigh more ficavily as they proceeded, till 
the final spring was accompanied* by a concluding whoop which socmfed to penetrate 
one’s marro\^ After this preparatory stimulant, the two parties ran down to •the beach 
and took up positions hicpig each other at about 200 yards distance. •They then 
repeated the dance* and at its conclusion the two parties passed each other at full speed, 
firing their guns as they ran, anil took up^ a fresh position nearer to each other.” 

The spot selected as the site of the town (at first called Britannia, but afterwards 
re-christened Wellington, at the recpiest of the directors of the company) was the shor^j 
of a bay at the south-west conic** of Port Nicholson, naiped Lainbton Harbmir, in honour 
of tha^arl of Durham, govei7ior of the company. Other localities on the shores of 
Port Niciiolson were named after other members of the company who had been enthusiastic 
in the cause of colonisation. The flat to the north of the city was named Thomdon^ 
from Thomdon Hall, the residence of Lord l^etro. The Eritonga was i*e-christoiied 
►the Hutt, after Mr. William Ilutt. The Island of^Matui, since used as a (piarantiue 
station, •was named Somes Island, after Mr. Joseph Sonu?s, or Soames, the dcjiuty-governor 
of the company, whilst the bluff that forms the eastern head of the port was named 
Pcncarrow Head, after the residence of Sir ^\'^illiam Molesworth. 

Such was the origin of the now important city of Wellington, wdiicJi has since 
become the capital of tlie colony. The settlement grew apace. The first emigrant ship — 
the Aurora — anchored in Port Nicholson on the 22ud January, 1840. Under the New 
Constitution Act the first elections took place, and Dr. Featherstono, the first Super- 
intendent of the Province of Wellington, mot the first Council and chose his Executive 
in October, 1858. As time progrc'ssed, Auckland was found to be an unsuitable spot 
for the capital, owing to the fact of its ly^jng at one extremity of the colony; and 
Wellington, the first founded of Now Zealand cities, was chosen as the imist central and 
convenient for the seat of Government From its importance as the capital, as from tlie 
magnificent cl^iractcrof its harbour, Wellington must continue to occupy the foremost 
place among the cities of the cohuiy. 

Lying on the outside edge of the volcanic region of the North Island. Wellington is 
liable to frequent though not very serious shocks of earthquake. This has led to a more 
abundant use of wood as material in the construction of public buildings than Is to be 
found in other large towns, though of late years the more substantial materials — b^iek, 
stone, and concrete — have been, superseding wood. Wellington boasts that in the matter 
of wooden buildings it beats the world ; and it must bo admitted that the. Government 
buildings. Houses of Parliament, and the Governor’s residence are very fine structures. 

At first sight, on approaching Wellington from the harljpur, the mbst striking feature 
of the city is its scarcity 4>f level ground. It seems as if walking in Wellington must 
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btf, perforce, either up hill or down. On entering the city you find, however, that thefe 
is a rim of level space to the harbour, consisting mostlj^ of reclaimed ground. When 
the first settlers came out to Wellington, the beach ran along the line of frhsLt is now the 
principal thoroughtaro, which preserves the record of jits former hktery in its name, 
Lamhtonk,^juay. Behind Lambton Quay the ascent c^omrnences, so that in the olden tinie 
whoever wished to loaire thok beach must climb. Now, however, this street is some 
considerable distance from the quay proper, the bay having been pushed back ^by steady 
reclamation, an(^ mAny acres of land thus made available for .public buildings and 
warehouses.* 

The ground confi^ration being such as has been described, the construction of 
streets jmd houses has had to adapl; itself to the lie of the grouAd, ^ that Wellington 
looks like a scries of terraces, as indeed it ; and the houses, often picturesquely 
built, and nestling in well-cultivated gardens, have all the advantages of prominent and 
airy position. On ascending the hill that backs the city, whence it is possible to command 
a most oxtenSive view, you find, that in one diixsction ^hore is a large stretch of level 
ground. This is the To Aro Flat — towards which the oveiilow of population is steadily 
setting. In To Aro aro some of the principal public buildings — the lunatic asylfim, the 
hospital, the college, and the barracks of the armed constabulary. At its east end* 
Wellington expands into Thomdon — this being the aristocratic part of the city, where 
the reticulations of Civil Servicodom .weave themselves round Government House. Behind « 
the Roman (>atholiG (l!athedral is the Museum, in which the Maori House is a most 
complete specimen of native construction, and contains a unique collection of Maori 
carvings, stone implements, and textile fabrics. The house is forty-three feet by eighteen, 
and was built by the tribe most famous for their skill in carving — the Ngatikaipoho, who 
reside on the shores of the Bay of Plenty. 

Afiout 100 acres of the hilly ground behind the city are laid out as botanical gardens. 
Here the beautiful native vegetation is carefully preserved, while the more open glades 
and lawns aro planted with beautiful specimen trees, natives of many lands. Particularly 
charming is the natural gully, in the shade of which the many beautiful New Zealand 
ferns flourish as vigorously os in the virgi* forest. 

The chief suburban resort where the citizens of Wellington make holiday is the 
Hutt, a small township on the alluvial ground at the mouth of the Hutt River, embedded 
ih luxuriaqt gardens and plantations. The road from Wellington to the Hutt lies along 
the edge of the harbour, and makes a delightful drive. The leading attracrion in the 
village is McNab’s Gardens, which are pleasantly laid out iti lawns and flower-beds. " On • 
entering the gate, an avenue, some seventy yards long, bordered with handsome tree-ferns, 
loads lip to the house, a quaint gabled building, smothered in Cloth-of-Gold roses. In the 
front of the house is a smooth-cropped lawn, dotted over with some^of the finest specimen 
conifers in the colony. A labyrinth of walks conducts one through the flower-garden ; 
and nothing could better illustrate the accommodating geniality of the New Zealand 
climate) than the magnificent collection of plants that Mr. McNab has gathered round him 
from every latitude and longitude. 

The two chief exits from Wellington are both extremely picture^ue. That by 
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^k*e Hutt Yallej^passes over the Rimiitaka range through scenery of great loveliness and 
grandeur. Groat forest trees, a rich undergrowth of ferns, and clear pebbly watercourses 
making their vty amongst moss-covered boulders — such is the character of the route 
by which the railway crosses the Rimutaka range on its lonely way to the "Vjjaira-^ 
ntpa. Plain. The Highest point*ruached by tlie railway lioa about 2,389 feet a^vo»8CJ^ 
level. Just beyond th^s summit is*“ Siberia" — a sjKrt wh^re, ev en in s ummer" ftU tko 
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battles of the winds concur." Since 1880, when a very serious accident occurred at this 
part of tho line, the carriages being blown off the rails and several passengers kdlod, 
special precautions have been taken. In ascending or descending the steep incline 
two locomotives arc used, one before and one behind tho train, and a breakwind has 
been erected at tho darjgerous point; besides which, there is a third rail, in tho 
middle, rising eighteen inches above the ground, and tho wheels of tho engine arc so 
arrang^ that they ptess on tho sides of tho centre rail and act as a break. After 
descending tho further side of this femarkable line, on which the character of* the 
scenery is no less grand than on the Hutt side, you come suddenly ont on tho Waira- 
rapa Plain, not far from the Wairarapa T^ke. 'Flie Valley, a .broad plain lying 
between two ranges of hills, presents few features of interest tt» the lover of tho 
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picturesque, beyond the prosperous farms and townships, which abfund here as‘ in 
most fertile plains. This route, if continued past Mastorton, would dead on to the 
Manawatu River at the gorge, and thence through the seventy-mile Ihjkh to Napier. 

^The configuration of the North Island in its squthem half^ is» determined by a 
rarlge mountains wliich fclooks on the map like a continuation of the axis of the 
Middle Island, .lyhicluindecot it probably is. Beginning at Cape Palliser, it runs north-- 
east as far as the south boundary of Auckland Brovince. The range is (Jivided into 
two nearly equal parts by a cleft North of the cleft it is oalled the Ruahino, and 
south of 'the cleft, down to Cape Palliser,* tlie Tararua. ■ Through tha deep chasm 
that divides the ranges runs the River Manawatu, and^ the chasm itself is known 
as the Manawatu Gorge. How that cleft came to be formed,' let ‘ geologists say : by 
some terrific convulsion, no doubt, but so ^ long ago that Natui-o has had time 
to dreS^ the rent with all sorts of beautiful growths. Anyone who has seen the Otira 
Gorge will bo almost spoiled for seeing the Manawatu, which makes a humble* second 
to its southehi rival, but is w|dl worth seeing nevertlicless. As you approach from 
the Hawk Bay end, “a gently sloping and winding avenue leads down to the rntranco 
of the gorge, whore the river is spanned \»y a fine bridge, over which the roa*d crosses 
^to the southern side, and thence along a narroAV shelf, which is cut out in the face of 
the mountain, and which follows with many a sharp bend and curve all the sinuosities 
of the river. Fifty feet below roll*s the ‘ drumlio * stream, on tho further side of which* 
the buttresses of tho hills slope sharply back, covered from the water’s edge ■to their 
summits with a dense and varied vegetation — tree-ferns, nikau-palms, creepers, pines — 
whatever in New Zealand forest life is rich and beautiful ; whilst overhead, from the 
narrow shelf of road, tho hills ascend for many hundred feet with an ascent so steep 
that it strains tho eyes to follow them to the top. Every here and there tho sides of 
tho gtirgo are seamed with deep ravines, darkened to perpetual twilight by the over- 
spreading green of shrubs and ferns that luxuriate in their dank recesses, down which 
tlio cool pellucid runnels tumble from the hills to mix with tho yellow, water of tho 
river. Owing to tho winding of the gorge, its full magnificence is not at once revealed ; 
*md there is something delightful in tho feeling of ex{)ectation with which one looks 
for fresh revelation at each successive turn of tho road. After passing several pretty 
cascades, that tumble down tho hillside and rush through culverts underneath the 
road to ^tho river, the gorge gradually wddens, and prcvsently tho aoach is out in 
tlio open,” 

Tho other exit from Wellington is through the Ngahauranga Gorge, along the west 
coast by Porirua and Otaki to Foxton, and thence either to Wanganui, or through 
Manawatu Gorge to Napier. The Manawatu railway now carries one over this journey 
in a few hours; but a short time ago the only means of locomotion was coach or 
horseback. And a most lovely coach-drive or ride it is. The accommodation 
along the road is homely enough, but, though plain, it is cleanly, and occurs at convenient 
distances. Road it can hardly be called, at least after leaving Paikakaiiki, the accom- 
modation house o][>posite the island of Kapiti ; for the way lies along the beach, which 
is here ^ firm as a macoclan^ised road. The view from the hill above Paikakariki is 
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6ne of the mist delightful sea- views to be had in this laiw^ of views. * You stand oh a 
cliff from wh^h a zigzag carriagc-roiul leads down to the sea, which lies 1,000 feet 
below you. f){)positc are the oblong islaiifl of Kapiti and the table-like island of 
Mana. To the north the sandy^ beach, flanked by iindulating sand-dunes, stretchy away 
in an immense double curve towards Wanganui ; and to «tlie south the oyo cross 
Cook's Strait to where the water washes the indented shims of fjtifi ^ The 
whole ccjiintry between Wellington and Wanganui is interesting as the scene of the 
most skilftilly organised and most vigorously executed invasion • ever schemed by a 
savage brain. Early in this century Rauparaha, a chief of the *Ngatitoa, a tribe 
residing on tl^e shores of Jvawhia Harbour, in the west of Auckland Province, found 
that his people A\’brc foo closely pressed by the Waikatos and other powerful neighbours, 
and conceived the idea of leading his tribe south to the shores of Cook's Strait, and 
forcibly occupying the whole western seaboard of what has since been called Wellington 
Province. Ho accordingly set out from Kawhia with his whole tribe — men, women, and 
children — made war upon aiid* defeated the various hi^tilo tribes which ^o encountered, 
andv^imatcly subdued the country, establishing himself and his tribe in the island of 
Kapiti and the neighbouring shoi-es. Rauparaha’s was a dreaded name in its time, and 
•. even now his j)rowcss and cruelty arc remembered and spoken of in the region of Ijis 
conquests. He afterwards became a most devout Christian, and patronised the 
missionaries, who established a mission at Otaki, ^vhei*e, as you c»nter the village, you 
may «ec two curious momimonts, the one a mysterious Maori obelisk, the other a 
marble bust of the great warrior. 
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THE BRUMBY. 

Origin — A Brumby Paradise — A Run In ’* — A 6tem Chase — ^The Trap Yard-^Condemued to fieath — A*Reoipe for 
* Catching Wild Horsei> — Driving a Mob — A Sharp Bursi— “ Bedlam " — Viofcry. 

account of Aus^alia would.be complete that did 
Jiorse in all his moods and bear- 
j ings ; and though truly the jvild horse , is more a 
^ theme for a Job or a Longfellow than fpr a prosaic 
writer, 3'et, ‘mount thaj: ^good-looking^ thoroughbred, 
gcftitle reader, and I will take you such a gallop and 
^ show you such sights as will make your blood tingle 

as will no other chase that I know of. But while 
we ride slowly through the open forest, our simple 
, breakfast eaten, and wc in the saddle bofoi*e the stars 
are out of the sky, it would bo Avell if I t(^> you 
something coijcoming the wild horses of tins con- 
tinent, known all over it by the Australian name o£ 
“ brumbies.” 

^ Their origin claims our first attention. It may be 
some twenty years or so ago that a settler last two 
valuable mares. The sand-flies were bad, and, driven by them, now walking and now 
trotting, those mares, one followed by a noble colt foal, never touched by man’s 
hand, and with blood in him that coiild tell of Epsom and the (Irand National, 
journeyed on towards the west. Fifty miles from their owner’s home is reached; 
but the country is rugged, and not to their taste, and on they go. Another 
fifty miles, and a pleasant valley aftbrds good water and plentiful grass ; but a 
sudden panic — caused, perhaps, by a party of blacks chasing native game — starts 
them afresh, and still westward they go, till finally they rest in peace far from 
the dwellings of men — far from the scyi^nd of clanging hobble-chain or tinkling 
horse-bell. Month after month rolls on. Each mare foals again, and two strangers, 
straying from some other part, join themselves to the little herd of five, and raise their 
number to seven. Then another summer begins, and four additional little foals bring 
up the total to eleven. The next recruits arrive with hobbles on their legs,«.and, could 
they but speak, would tell the others a strange, sad tragedy. Not thirty miles from 
here, while they, thus hobbled, fed quietly on the^ green gmss within sight of their 
owner’s bamp, they had seen their master at sunrise advancing slowly, bridle and halter 
in hand, towai*ds them. Then from the ground, ns it were,' a black stump suddenly 
grow into a black man ; then another appeared, and another, then a short dialogue 
between the one white man and the fifty black devils, followed by a death-cry and 
the yells of many demons. Fear lent them wings, and, manacled as they were, they 
flew many a weat^y mile, tijl now, with a joyous neigh and the sense of safety in 
numbers, «they throw themselves into the little group who stand shaded by the leafy 
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cturragong. Tl^se trot round in some alarpi, tod snort at the jangling hobble-cham ; 
but the older ^ares are soon reconciled, and the young stallion, the sire of countless 
future brumbi^*adds these two last-^comers to his increasing hatent 
V Such, then, yas the origin of the brumbies. Daily they grew wilder and mqfe on 
tne . alert for danger j constant gallops fh)m f v 7 

imaginary enemies strengthened thiir sinews and / 

improved their wind. Recruits began to pour 
in as civilisation invt^ed the wild West, 
and when ^nally they were first really 
determinedly hunted 
by the white man* ho 
succeeded in taking 
but a few of the 
quieter ones, while 
those who escaped 
becaine sharper 
than tnb sharpest, 

•wilder than the 
wildest, and fleeter 
• than the fleetest, 
roebuck. And now 
we leave the open 
forest, and following 
up the winding creek, 
with its deep shaded 
water-holes, we get 
a sight of the grazing 
lands, such as are 
to the brumby a veri- 
table Paradise. 

A small flat on each 
side of the creek, never 
five hundred yards wide, 
sometimes ^not five, is 
fringed equally on either 

side with a growth of open origalow and sandal-wood scrub, distributed in groups or 
patches, and has, as it were, a more or less wide path round each patch, hi these 
little grooves, growing frofn ono foot to three feet high, like gooseberry bushes, ’you 
may note varieties df salt-bush, herbs not unlike those found on sea marshes, and, 
like them, juicy and salt It is the salt-bush more than the grass of tliis nm* on 
which the horses rely, and this it is that makes their coats so sleek*; while the love 
of it and of the friendly scrub would make them, if removed, return hundreds of 
miles to their familiar home: Of this home wo shall see more anon, as mjles of it 
32 
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fly by us in the chase. At present something about the methods of procuring brumbids, 
or ** running thorn in/* as it is called, must bo said. . 

It is not my purpose in these few words tq write an exhaustive Tpllpor on how to 
catch r brumbies, so I shall do no more than lightly ^ouch on the different inethod^f'. 
For ‘ui-^^ance, I must disanA that critic who, if I describe the brumbies to be what 
they are the acme of horseflesh, will straightway .toll you that such a 

thing is impossible, and that such animals are weedy, slab-sided, mongijQl brutes, 

food only for the rifle, and useless for any sdrvice of man. This is true of 

some races* of tliem, as it is true that others are but indifferent animals ; but others 

are useful ' and good. No one will maintain that in brumbies you will find stock 
as valuable as that of carefully-solccted dams and sires; but T haS^o soon occasional 
brumbies broken in of whom their owners were justly proud — noble in. appearance and 
in manners, and hardy beyond the endurance of hunger and thirst of which 

the mono carefully-bred horse is capable. Equally I anticipate the objection that to 
“ run ” brumbies, with a view ot turning them and forcing them to enter a yard, is 
most difficult to do, and most impolitic to attempt, and where you do succeo'V you 
probably ruin one or two proved and favourite horses, to find yourself at best possessed 
of half-a-dozen head of rubbish, with perhaps a broken head and scrub-scratched 
limbs. This is quite true, and I make no defence of the policy of riding 

down the true brumby by matching against him some fine old favourite who deserves 
better treatment at your hands than to be asked, as a proof of his quality, to 
caerry twelve stone more weight than his rival, who, without an ounce on his back, 
flies in and out of tangling thicket and thick-set, unyielding saplings. But it miLst 
bo borne in mind that what follows, so for as I can present to the reader’s mind a 
picture of a brumby chase, is more or less true generally of the yarding of horses 

in the bush, from the quiet and civilised broken-in stock horses, through less (juiet but 

still civilised orders, down to the untamed and " unyardable ** scrub brumby. 

Tommy, Nelson, Spot, Thunderbolt, and Darkie, for instance, all good stock horses, 
are known to be “on the ridges at the back of the eight mile,” and after two 
hours* search on those ridges wo find them whisking the flies off one another*s faces, 
reposing after the manner of their kind, and affording to jaws and stomachs their 
needful rest 111 disposed, at first, to vacate the pastures tht'y have selected, they trot 
in small circles, and “ round up,” as who should say, “ You don *t really want us : think 
again; wo are quite happy here, and you may rely that we will not** leave this 
> place.” To this you reply, “Thunderbolt, I want you, and you, too. Tommy; get up 
them” Seeing, then, that you are in earnest, the mob make up their minds to other 
tactics, and Master Tommy suddenly becomes to all appearance a wild horse. He gives 
one snort of defiance, and then bounds down the hill to an accompaniment of kicks 
at imaginary enemies, and now, joined by his mates, the whole mob fly>at their top 
speed, raping each other for first 'place, and though headed towards home, the}* disappear 
from sig^t over the opposing ridge. Now, rider, sit down in your saddle, and keep at 
least the dust of, them well in sight, for cheerfully as they departed homeward bound, 
* you havd no guarantee that they will keep the line. Wo know Tommy of old for his 



Taft BRuasYO 


STEBN CHASE. 179 

roguery, and h(^ is os likely to wheel suddenly and dan back to' “ the* twolve-mifo 
lagoon," with hk comrades at his heels, as he is to do anything else. See, oven,, now 
Ije is bearing tA the left, and enters, still at his. top speed, tliat hop-wood scrub, where 
follow you not, j^Iaster Tommy, but rather, bearing still more to our loft, ko^ the 
open 'country, and leave on the rig^t the scrub you have Altered. See ! ducj^ii^their- 
heads, and now trotting in file, they emerge, thinking thcmseUoo*- nll^lity cunning, 
on the open sand-ridge on whi^h we stand awaiting them. Ciy, “ Woa bock. 
Tommy!" afld discomfited somewhat, the whole mob stop and look up. •This gives old 
Nelson, who ds always a hundred yards behind, time to come up, and Tommy, as the 
ringleader, time •to consider dift jioxt move. His imnd made up, ho, first oTbediont to 
the call, turns Itis steps again at a canter towturds home, and soon increases the canter 
to a gallop, and the gallop to full speed <ihoad ; then turns towards the left agaip, with 
the determination of making a great struggle for freedom. No use, Tommy; fast as 
you go, and though we are mounted on horses no fleeter than you, lijjLiidicapped as 
they are , by our weight, while* you carry none, our \ictcrmination infused into our 
inounflS>(||nd our reason which guides them, will conquer. 

Ah ! you find yourself now being caught ; you see mo, whom you regard os your 
chomy, abreast of your “ tail horse’s ” flanks ; you hear my voice, which you before have* 
heard, and have before obeyed, and your pace slackens while I draw to j^our head, and 
your head turns quickly and truly for home, and gaily you all gallop towards it, for, 
after a\T, you were but having a bit of fun with us. And you, Smuggler, old man, have 
cari’ied me like you always do, like the dear old horse you are. It was a hot two miles 
that Tommy took us, and I would bo sorry for yov, but that had I been riding Tommy 
you would have done exactly the same thing; and, doubtless, next time it will bo 
Tommy’s flanks that will be heaving. "Ah, stop!’’ Smuggler would say, "you^know 
well enough I enjoyed the gallop as much as you did.” 

lint we are branching off from the brumbies, and the different methods of 
capturing them. Wo will return at once from a digression which, however, may not 
bo quite without excuse, since it suggests that if the yarding of half-a-dozem quiet 
stock horses is not to be accomplished withoift some little horsemanship and judgment, 
the capture of the freeborn children of the scrub, wilder than the antelope in their 
habits, cannot be an easy task to either man or horse. 

The "trap-^ard” method is one of the most successful means of dealing with 
brumbies. It can, however, only be used, as a rule, when a dry season has made 
water scarce, and driven mobs of brumbies to water at the same water-hole. This 
is then fenced in by a big yard, while the “ pad ” down which the horses have been in 
the htfhit of coming is left .undisturbed, and a wide space of yard, easily adjusted* at 
any time in a few piinutes with slip rails, is left incompleted. Suspicious as the 
brumby niay be that there is something wrong about these horizontal saplings, 
thirst compels him shortly to seek his favourite pool. Look! while he. is yet drinking, 
while his wives and children are churning up the Water with their •fore foot, rolling 
in it, and playfally biting At one another, there is a souhd- behind them, ^nd the 
gap at which they entered is a gap no longer, but is filled by several honzontal rails, 
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behind which, counting the prisoners, wd grinning with satisfaction, ai^ two diaboilica] 
countenances/ as they must seem to the captured brumbies. Leaving these to meditate 
on the fickleness of fortime, and to reflect how* a h6rse may be free* is the wind one 
day,^^and a captive before the siin rises on the next, we go over tjirvugh the'trackl^ 
bush t^^similar yard erected at a different water-p][ace, where success has already *some 
three days ago'^iti waMed us for much toil in preparing our trap? Here are twelve head 
of brumbies, whose tucked-up flanks show that it t^s some time since gra^ or salt* 
bush has paisscd their •lips. And 


0 




here they must wait ttll something 
can bo* done .to fit t^em to be 
put under convoy, and conducted to 
a paddock eight miles distant, when 
the process of converting them to the 
use of man can be proceeded with 
at leisure. To get them to the pad- 
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The "AgecS Sire,” the leader and controller of the mob, hy drumhead court- 
martial, condenmed to death, and a rifle bullet through tho brain sends him * to the 
chappy hunting-j^unds of horse-land. Jhreo times again the rifle speaks, and three fine 
o}d mares are sei^J^ to keep their, consort company. These, too, are known to be too old 
for reform. Alas! the three young foals are loft orpfians. ancT piteous to 
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see them inquisitively sorrowful, bending over their prostrate dams, conscious of 
some great calamity, but ignorant as to wl)|^t they have done to deserve it. Three 
yearlings, no doubt their elders by a year, sorrowing sisters, share their loss, and give 
.the little ones what comfort they can by bending over them, breathing on them, and 
coaxing them tp the far side of the yard, away from the cruel men. Two oldgr mares, 
guessed as 6>ur-year-olds, stand determinedly apart, their minds made up for a rush 
for liberty whenever the hateful slip-rails shall be let down. A staunch draft-horse 
removes tho bodies of the dead, and wo see them no more. And now preparations 
are made, and the first steps taken, to bend tho survivors to our will 

Out flies through tho air the long head-rope, and now tho noose, drawn tight, 
holds the neck of tho older mare. Quickly the end is turned round a sapling, and fiercely 
fights the victim against a power to which her strength is as nothing. Soon tho fight 
is over, and, choked and exhausted, she falls on her side. The rope is slacked, but two 
men, not without some risk, are, to tho looker-on, apparently amovgst tho convulsively 
kicking lega Long training and habit teaches them, however, how to use their force 
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And where to dispose of themselves in such a way that they shall niA the least ri6k; 

and soon one has her firmly by the head, kneeling on her neck, with the nose turned 

up to the sky, while the other, having quickly passed the tail bet^4^n the legs, hi^ 

knees on her quarter, prevents her . from getting her, legs under h^r to ris'e, as she 

otheFirtse would, A third 'man now ties her down with ropes, and she is left firmly 

bound th^^r-^ethers undergo the same process! 

Lot mo not be supposed to be advocating cruelty when I mention that it has 
been found an cflfiSctual way of cowing untamed brumbies to tie their ears down be- 
neath th(?ir chins, the theory being that a horse cannot gallop quickly jiinless he has 
his oars in a certain position — that is, in the usual position adopteci^ by a galloping 
horse. Whatever the cause of it,* there is no doubt of the effi6acy*of the recipe. But 
this is not a book of directions for catching .wild horses. No ! the art — if art* it may 
be called — must be learned in a rougher school — the school of experience. The axe 
must circle round your head many hundred times ; the scrub must tear your clothes, 
and your bd3y too ; your throat must bo often dried up, to be relieved by no pure 
draughts of water; you must suffer hunger and wet, cold and heat, in pursu^tnof tho 
brumby, before you learn how to conquer him, and tame him to your will. 

!• I once had sent to mo a ** recipe for catching wild horses.” It was sent, in . a 
perfectly friendly and genuine way, by a man not long arrived in the country from my 
own county of Blankshiro, and I was asked to return the original document, which 
boro on its surface tho marks of great age, as of a hidden treasure, tho folds being 
worn, and tho paper discoloured, and tho colour of the ink much faded. This precious 
document road as follows: — 


“Blankshiro. — Kccipe for Catching Wild Hoi*ses. — ^Tako two pounds of flour and 
six ounces of powdered ginger, and half a pint of treacle ; knead them in tho usual 
way, *iind bake them ; then sweat them well under tho arm-pits, then go into the 
field where tho wild horse is, get to windward of him, and hold the cakes in each 
hand. Advance towards him, and he will advance towards you, and will eat tho cakes, 
during which operation you will have no difficulty in catching him.” 

Tho experiences of one who has folk^wed tho simplest method of getting rid of 
brumbies aro deeply interesting, though to a lover of horses undoubtedly painful, and 
I shall not here do more than allude to tho use of tho rifle in the open bush. The 
relentless exterminator of brumbies must creep warily on his prey, and often, when 
possessed of tho necessary experience as to which animal to select first fiom tho herd 
before him, ho will not leave his ambush till horse after horse has gone do\ra be- 
neath ^his pitiless weapon. There aro men who might count by th^ thousand the 
brjimbies they have thus shot 

But hero we aro on the spot where many years ago I first “ ran ” a mob of brum- 
bioa Wo had been for some years settled on the run before we discovered that this 
crook — which at its junction with the main creek appears an insignificant tributary — 
oj>oncd, if you followed it high up, into the very excellent pasture of grass and 
salt-bush which we now see before us. Fresh cattle-tracks one day led me up here, 
and I hot only got the cattle, but had my first view of eight or ten head of brumbies. 
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uWiich, as hon^s were then very dear, I became determined to possei^ How simple 
they looked — how almost '‘in my pocket — as some fed, others played, others camped, 
on the big fla^ Sown there, all unconi^^cious of my presence ! 

When I impiai*tcd the goo^ nows to my stockman, ho became as keen to ‘inm” 
them as I w'os, and one evening ho and I and two blaik boys came up lioft^ with 
food enough for supper and breakfast, and perhaps a dinner, hopinjj the time 

supper-tii^o calne round again we should be comfortably at home, with a nice mob 
of bnimbios in our head station-yard • 

In the morning, even as we wore standing by our horses, in the grey •dawn, each 
man with a “ bite ” in his ^ddle-pouch, and I’eady to mount, a low sound as of distant 
thunder was heafd, A^hich became clearer and clearer, till it resolved itself into the 
sound of galloping horses, and soon rjght by us, up wind, streamed past a mob of 
twenty head of splendid brumbies, not two hundred yards fi'om whore wo stood With 
wateiy mouths we watched them speed by at their morning gallop, taken from sheer 
love of life and joy of the freedom they lived in ; th^n, with designs orV that freedom, 
we nr^ed slowly from wdiero wo stood. Wc followetl the tracks about a mile, and sighted 
them pulled up on that open ridge. Around them w'as a good milo of open timbered 
•country, and wo agreed that they could not have halted in a place better suited foi* 
us. Our intention was to get to the West of them, and nm them in an easterly 

• direction, and if wo could succeed in making thcpi keep that course for about six 

miles, -wo would then turn them south and run them for home, a total distanc^e of 
eighteen miles. 

And now a minute’s law, while girths are tightening and stirrups shortening, while 
hearts of horses and men beat quick with thoughts of the prize and the stniggle 
impending, and then in single file and at a walk w^e bear dow'n from the west on tho 
uncons(iious herd. Now one old mare stops feeding, and gazes far away in on Opposite 
direction to us, but as tbough she saw something, and others, watching her, imitate 
hor example, and then turn round, gazing intently into the distance, when, “ Lo ! tho 
Philistines ore upon thee, Samson ! ” Within four hundred yards arc four mortal 
enemies. No time to consult; tho leader%fly to tho front, and off go tho mob, and 

so do we. Now sit down and ride hal’d ! The bla(ik boy, our lightest w’cight, is iu 

the lead, and riding for his very life. I press on three lengths, perhaps, behind him, 

nearly blinded by tho dust and pebbles that his horse throws in my facej but the 

brumbies Itt’e at their top-speed, and are beating as for- the scrub, and before you have 
time to think, they are in it, and are criishing through it as if they wer^ made of 
wrought-iron. Not one of us pulls rein, but into tho scrub wo dive, and burst our 
way through tho undergrowth, now sighting the dust, now the tails, of our quarry. 
Now we have better^ travelling ground than they, and are on their right lead, shouting 
to turn the leading mare ; now we are in a very thick place, and they are forging 
ahead. Again the dust Again the sight of “tho tail,” as they disappear from our 
sight And so for three oy four miles, bare-hejided (my hat in my saddle-pouch), hot- 
headed, we ride. A slight trickle of blood down the* face, which falls on white 

moleskins, alone tells me I have bad a scratch. 1 never felt it I haven’t missed 
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toy wrenchedlofi legging. No one cares. If one of us fell deafl, I don't tlunk 
anyone would stop. No need to spur the horses, they ore madder than we, 
and, if possil^le, mot^ eager to make captives of the brumbies.^ They are gone; 
the bl&ck boy has their trac^, however, plain to him a/ any main road, as he flics 
Along them, without reducing speed ; and when two miles^ more are covered, h^.gives a 
look round with joyful smile orf his ugly, sweating face, and “Thcaa^uJ^by are!” is 
passed down ©ur short line; and if it was madness before, it is pure “ Bedlam” now. Not 
to lose them again, jspurs are given to our already maddened horses, and on we go ; 
the black Jboy’s woolly and bullet head (and a better rider never fiat horse) goes 
swaying to and fro and^ bobbing up and down, dodging the limbs and saplings 
which threaten every moment* to brain him or one of us, and again w'o gain on the 
brumbies ; once more we are alongside ; once more w^ell in the load ; once more the 
too dense scrub, which flesh and blood could not get through at that pace, throws us 
out, and we run on sight or dust only. But w^hat is this ? The scrub is growing 
thinner, and out into light timber together rush tho^ pursuer and puilincd. “Now for 
itl^Wheel them, Toby!” Ah! What is this? Wo creep up over the heavy flat; wo are 
left fi^ind ; the spurs dug deep bring no answering rally ; they beat us for pace, and 
enter the opposite scrub before us. They can beat us for j)aco, but can they lor 
bottom ? “ Ease your horse off a bit, Toby, and trot on the tracks.” For ton miles luis 
the pace been fast and furious, .sometimes full speed, never loss than a hard gallop. 
Our i:jourse has been to the west, to the south, and now, see, they are trending to the 
oast. The horses have got tlieir wind again, and from a trot w'o go on the tracks to a 
gallop. Toby makes no mistakes, but keeps the new tracks, not three minutes old, and 
never confuses them with those of the day before ; and again the joyful look on tlio 
grinning face, “ There they are ! ” and, as wo look at them, all covered with foam, with 
heads dejected, and wridespread nostrils, it seems they must surely be our» at last. 
We gain on them slowly. A foal from tho brumbies pulls up short, with a plaintive 
neigh, and says, “ I can go no further.” Toby grins double, and pas.ses to mo tho 
word, “ Do you see the foal knock up ? ” lie looks upon this as tho beginning of tho 
end. And now they are trotting, and we^ is the course, and soon they come out on 
tho very spot from which wo ourselves started them that morning, and along which 
two hours ago they were bounding in uncontrolled freedom. 

Now, ggod horses, press forward, and take them homo. And right nobly, after 
such a twenty-mile gallop, do our horses ansvrer tho call. Your side a little, now mine, 
must be turned ; no great pace in any of tho movements cither of the victors or the 
vanquished, but of tho movements ours are the quickest “ Horses ahead ! ” says Toby. 
“Hurrah! a grand little mob of station horses, Crinoline and Beauty, and their foals, 
and others : shoot them into them. They are ours now, for with such a lead as Beauty 
will give them, the^ will go straight to the yard.” 

We ate our lunches at the head station that day, and neither we, nor, it mp-y be, 
our horses, have forgotten that run after brumbies. 
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MELBOURNE TO SYDNJJY BY RAIL. 

The FimHliinff Touch-Then and Now- Tlio Future— The Melbourne Tenminus— Kilmor^— *he Goulbum— Glen- 
T9mii and ^ the Kellys— Vlbury— Daniel Morgan -Waprpfa Wagga— Thomas Castro— A Terrible 
. (' — The Kiandra Caves— Yass— Lakes Georgesand Bathurst— Moss Vale— Pioton — ^Mooro 
College — The Other End. 

THURSDAY, tho 14th of June, 1883, .is a day JLo bo re- 
inombercd in tho history of intercolonial, railway coiigmunication 
in Australia. On that day there •wjj,s celebrated .at Albury, the 
“ most soiiChcm town ” of New South Wales? an event which 
was deemed of sufficient imj)ortancc to bring together the Governors 
of two great colonies, and with them upwards of a thousand re- 
presentatives of Australian life and Australian interests. They had 
assembled fjom considerable distanoes to mark the general sense 
of the exceptional interest and importance ^^^uhich 
attached to the completion of a great enterprise. 
That enterprise was tho union of Melboumo with • 
Sydney by a continuous railroad. For many years 
tho work had boon in progress; it was now at 
length happily accomplished. In Now South Wales 
tho first few miles of railway were opened in the 
year 1855 ; in Victoria the first few miles wore 
opened in 1850. Thenceforward one extension 
after another was completed and opened, until in 
1881 the gap between the two railway systems 
wjis reduced to a distance of some three miles. 
By that interval the respective border towns of 
Albury and Wodonga are separated; and through 
that interval there flows the great River B^ime or Murray. It was resolved that the 
river should bo bridged, and that the two railway systems should thus bo brought into 
actual contact. And now this finishing touch, so to speak, had been put to tho 
work ; tlio trains ran through from one side of the river to the other ; a^id at Albury 
tho peoples* of Victoria and New South Wales had assembled by their representatives 
to rejoice over the realisation of a project towards tho accomplishment of which they 
had been working for upwards of thirty ycara 

. With* tho completion of tho railway between Sydney and Melbourne it became 
practfcablo to run express trains regularly l>etween the two capitals, accomplishing the 
distance in less than nineteen hours. Only thirty years earlier a traveller from Sydney 
, to Melbourne on special business thought himself ” extremely lucky ” when, by dint 
of pushing on night and day, almost without intermission, he succeeded in reaching his 
journey's end withiif the week^ Doubtless, before very long, it will be found possible 
still further to abridge tho time of transit A few miles will be cut off* by means of 




IfOVELl/S THEE, AEBURY. 




aisDQK AT aoVLBumt 




MELBODBHE TO BryMCV ] 


187 


PAST, PBESEXT, AJfD FOTURB. 

• » 

a more direct line between Sydney and Liverpool. Arrangements such os those which 
exist in other •countries will, perhaps, bo"adoj)ted, so as ta lessen the present delay for 
meals. And a further saving of tiipe will bo effected so«soon as the growth of trailio; 
shall Tiavo jiis^fied and demanded the duplication of \ht lino. At present, fof by far 
the larger portion of tlio way there is but a single set of rails, and the safe conduct 
of the traffic makes it necessaiy to w'ork the line on the “ staff and ticket ” system. 
Thus, at ov^y fci^ miles, the sjiccd of the train must be sufficiently reduced to enable 
the driver as ho pa^sscs to excliango his staff or ticket "with the station-master. 

But, «after all, it was much more than a mere sense of satisfacllon at the attain- 
ment of easier and quiclvor means of transit for passengers or bales of -wool that lay 
at the hottoni’of Cho great domonstratioii oii the occasion of the union of iho two 
railway systems. Tlie true significance of the event was felt to Ho in its projdiccy of 
the union of tho colonies. “Wo venture to express the hope,** said tho Mayor and 
Aldermen of the Borough of Albury, in addressing tho Governor of Now' South Wales, 
“that the connection of tho two trunk lines of N/3W South Wales *and Victoria Avill 
greatly facilitate tho largo and important traffic between Sydney and Melbourne, and 
wo tnist that it may bo only tho foreniiincr of tho repeal of border duties and tho 
federation of the Australian colonics.** “ I feel confident,*' said Lord Augustus Loftus, 
in reply, “ that wntli the increase c»f railway communication, the necessity of intoreolouial 
free trade will become daily more a[)pareiit, and ^,hat the foi’co of (Mnaiinstances arising 
therefrom will at no distant date prove tlie indispensable necessity of abolisliing all 
obstructions to trade, and of establishing an intimate union among all tho Aiistraliiui 
colonies, for their mutual welfare and common good.** On tho other side of the border 
tho same feeling prevailed. In addressing the Governor of Victoria, tho President and 
Councillors of the Shire of Wodonga expmssed their conviction that this event would 
be “ but tho first step towards w'olding tho Australian colonics as one great tfation, and 
is tho augur which foretells how quickly tho dawn of federation is approiudiing, and 
how essential it is for each colony that tho bonds of unity in commerce and legislation 
should bo more firmly bound.” And tho Marquis of Nornumby rciiliod : — “I am 
inclined to believe with you that bofi^c long this w'ill bo the first stej) towards* 
the union of tho colonies. I heartily wish that it may be tho case.” Again and again 
in the sj^cechos at the banquet tho same thought was expressed. There had been a time 
when ther% existed but one Australian colony. Then had come — no doubt^ inevitably — 
the era of separation. But when separation had done its proper w'ork, the great tiling 
to look forward to w'as tho reunion of the several independent colonics for the further- 
ance of their groat common interests. This tho first union of capitals by rail w'ould 
shortly bo follow'cd by the similar union of Adelaide with Melboiimo, and of Brisbane 
with Sycbiey. And tho true inner significance of the railway union was held to 
that it prefigureef a more abiding union,*’ when tho difficulties which at pres<3nt operated 
to keep the colonies apart should “melt like tho snow on tho Australian Alps, and bo 
carried away os the Murray carries tho snow to the ocean.*’ 

The Spencer Street Terminus in Mellioumc, from, which the traveller for Sydney 
starts on his journey of 576 miles, can scarcely fail to strike everyone as ‘being below 
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the« standard whfch befits the principal railway station of a great and prosperous * 
colony. Doubtless, however,, it should be regarded as an outgrown and now merely 
provisipnal structure, destined to be replaced by one bettor adapted to the requirements 
of a grgatly extended traffic,^ well as more dignified in ^appearanca ]^aving S{>encer 
Street, the line at first pass^ through suburbs and oountiy which* edn scarcely be 
pronounced attractive. By degrees the outlook improves. The country becomes lindu- 
lating ; tlie pad- 


docks are' well 
grassed, and 
sometimes stud- 
ded with park- 
like trees ; and 
there are distant 
views to bo ob- 
tained of pic- 
turesque ranges 
of hills, one be- 
hipd another. 
The signs of 
busy rural life 
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arc plentiful: tidy homesteads, 
teams of working bullocks, 
cattle and sheep and horses 
grazing. Where the ground is 
rocky, the loose stones have 
been removed and judiciously 

^ ' — utilised in the construction of 

BRIDGE ovEB THE MURRAY AT ALBUBY, neat and permanent ^fireproof 

fences. Elsewhere the fences 
are often made m a homely sort of way of logs and boughs laid longitudinally and 
rudely intertwined with one another. Viewed on a bright afternoon, with the landscape 
.jitrongfy illuminated by the westering sun, and its brightness Here and there relieved 
by contrast with patches of shade thrown by overhanging masses bf cumulus cloud, 
the scene is varied and pleasing. 

Before long, however, it will become somevrhat less attractive. The coun- 
try will show fewer signs of ocoupation ; and the well-known and characteristic 
air of somewhat tame monotony wilP reassert itself in the ubiquitous and familiar 
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“bush.” That, however, is oot the fate immediately before our tr&veller from Mel- 
bourne. He is* just now approaching the Great Dividing Range, which, at an average 
distance of sodie sixty or seventy mjles from the coast, runs right across Victoria, from 
east to west The peaks of this range are from one to »von thousand feet in^ height 
At its eastern* extremity it is- terminated (so far as Victoria is concerned) by the 


At Its eastern extremity it 
Australian Alps; at ita western 
by the Qram^ans. This range 
forms, of course, an important 
geographioal feature, dividing 
as it does the rivers which 
run northward Snd westward 
into the great Murray system 
from those which run east- 
wards and southwards into 
the sea. In crossing thia> 
n!hg6 the Jine passes within 
a short distance of the town 
of Kilmore, situated at a 
height of about 900 feet 








above the sea, and surrounded by a fertile soil of volcanic origin. The stoiy goem 
tTiat when Sir CKarlcs Gavan DuflFy was Premier of Victoria, it was proposed to change 
the noTun of Kilmore into Gavan Duffy Towa The inhabitants, however, did not take 
kindly to the suggested innovation; whereupon a wag came forward and proposed, by 
way of a reasonable compromise for the diflSculty, tlyit the nalne of Kilduffy might 
be adopted. Beyond Kilmore the level gradually sinks, and after seventeen miles 
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Tall^rook is readied, at a height of 585 feet above the sea. From Tallarook there is 
a branch line to Yea, a distance of thirty miles. Among the ranges in *the neighbour- 
hood of Tallarook very pretty views may be qbtained. Five *' miles * further on is 
Seymour, one of the principa\ refreshment stations on the line, pro^^d with ample 
aecomrnodation for a laige mimber of diners. The town of Seymour is prettily 
situated on the River Goulbum, which gives good ofTportunities for the enjoyment of 
boating and fishiiig. 

The Goulburn is one of the rivers which were discovered and named in the course 

« 

of the Hum^Hovtll expedition. It rises on the. Great Dividing Range, and* runs into 
the Murray a little above Echuca Seymour may be considered as dividing the upper 
from the lower Goulbum. Hitherto the course of the river has been westerly, but at 
this point it turns abruptly northwards. A few^jniles beyond Seymour is Mangalore 
Junction. • This place, which is said to have been named after the Indian Mangalore 
by a settlor from India, was of little or no importance prior to the construction of 
the Goulburn Valley Railway, whicji branches oli* from tilio main lino at this point. 
The Goulburn Valley line, on which there is a notable cutting known as Saddle 
Cutting, at Bargo Brush, through which the branch line runs through what is naturally 
a sjplondid agricultural country; but, like so much of the best agricultural land in 
the colonics, it has suffered from unscientific methods of cultivation. Favoured by its 
central position as regards this distfict, the town of Shepparton is one of rising 
importance. 

Following the course of the main lino beyond Seymour, the traveller will see, away 
to the eastward, the district in which lie the Strathbogie Ranges, whore the notorious 
Kelly gang of bushrangers so long found shelter, imd contrived to evade all efforts for 
their capture. The doings of that celebrated gang of desperadoes will bo here only very 
briefly referred to, so far as their story brings them into close connection with the 
railway line. Euroa, a station twenty-two miles beyond Seymour, was the scene of 
one of the sensational bank robberies perpetrated by the gang. 

Passing Benalla, the centre of an important agricultural and pastoral district, and 
•the junction of a branch line to Yarraw'onga, tljp next station is Glenrowan, a place still 
more famous than Euroa, since it is the scene of the destruction of the gang. 
It was near this spot that the special train, despatched from Melbourne late on 
Sunday evening, 27th June, 1880, Avith the constables and black trackers ont board, was 
stopped by the Glenrowan schoolmaster, Mr. Curnow, by means of a red pockdfc hand- 
kerchief with a lighted match behind it, just in time to save it from being wrecked 
at a point about a mile and a half further on, where, at a curve and on a falling 
gradient, the line had been cut for that purpose by the Kellys. . The gang, or at least 
— throe out of four of them, were then in the Glenrowan Inn, a woodeij structure stand- 
ing at a short distance from the railway station. Instead of the expected crash of the 
wrecked train, they found themselves suddenly surrounded and attacked by the police. 
The fight lasted from about three o'clock on Sunday night until the inn was set on fird* 
at three o’clock on Monday afternoon. ^Its strangest episode took place just after day- 
break, and is thus graphically described by a writer in The Australasian, who was an 



to Sydney.] 


THE KELLY GANG. 


191 


eye-witness of the scene : — And now occurred the most sensational event of the di^y. 
We were watching the attack from the rear of the station at tho west end, when 
suddenly we noticed one or two of J^lie men on tho extreme right,' with their backs 
turned*t;o the h^el, hring at something in the bush. Proyntly we noticed a very tall 
figure in white talking slowly along in the direction of tlm hotel. There was no head 
visible, and in the diip light of tho morning, with tho steam rising from tho ground, it' 
looked for all the world like tho gjiost of Hamlet s fatlier with no head, only a very long, 
thick neck* Those wjxo were standing with me did not soo it for •some time, and I was 
too intent c^n watching^ its movoinonts to point it out to others. Tho^figui^ continued 
gradually to advance, stopjjing every now and tlion, and moving what looked like its 
headless neck slowly and mechanically round, and ftiien raising one foot on to a log, and 
aiming and tiring a revolver. Shot after shot was tired at it, but witliout oftbet, tho 
figure generally replying by tapping the butt end of its revolver against its nock, tho 
blows ringing out with tho clearness and distinctness of a boll in tho morning air. It 
was the most extraordinary sight 1 over saw or mad of in my life, mid I felt fairly 
spejl-bound with wonder, and I could not stir or speak. Presently tho figure moved 
towards a dip in tho ground near to some white dead timber, and, more imm coming 
• up, tho firing got warmer. Still the figure kept erect, tapping its neck and using its 
wep.pon on its assailants. At this moment I noticed a man in a small round tweed 
hat stealing up on the loft of tho figure, and when within about thirty paces of it 
firing, low two shots in (piick succession. Tho figure staggered and reeled like a drunken 
man, and in a few moments aftorwanls fell near tho dead timber, l^'ho spell was then 
broken, and wo all rushed forward to see who and what our ghostly antagonist was. 
(Juicker than I can write it, avo wore upon him ; tho iron mask was tom oft*, and there 
in the broad light of day, w(5ro the features of tho veritable bloodthirsty Ned Kelly 
himself.” * 

Ton miles beyond the historically celebrated Glenrowan is tho more intrinsicially 
important town of Wangaratta. Wangaratta is situated at the junction of the Ovens 
and King Ilivers. From Wangaratta there is a branch line to Bcechworth. Tho 
country round is Avell suited for agriculture and fniit-growing. Tho next station is 
Springs, situated in a fertile district of volcanic origin ; hero there is a branch line to 
Wahgunyah, the principal town of the Rutherglcn shire. In about three-quarters of 
an hour, a^or leaving Springs, Wodonga, the border township of Victoria in this 
direction,# is reached, and a few minutes later the passengers are transfe*ed to the 
New South Wales raihvay system at Alhury, having now completed the first — and, it 
may be added, by far the dustiest — section of their joumoy. 

Tho physical transference from the train of one colony to that of the other is 
made as easy as may be by the arrangements of the tine station at Albury, iv'hich 
includes an oxcoUefft dining-room. Of tho transition in other respects, Mr. J. A. Froude 
gives his impressions thus in “ Oceana Wo wore now in another province, among 
other men, othef "principles, and other political theories. Victoria is democratic, pro- 
gressive, and eager for colonial federation. New South ^Wales has the same form of 
government ; is progressive, too, in, its more deliUerate manner ; but it is Cqpsorvative, 
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old-fashioned, in*favour of Imperial federation, and opposed to Colonial federation, which 

it fears, as likely to lead — little as the Victorians mean it — ^to eventual separation and 
independence. There are differences of tariff, too, and, a certain rivahy between the 
two colonies. Now South Wales is the elder brother, and expects a deference irtiich it 
does not always meet with.**' * • ^ 

The town of Albury may be said to date back to November, 17th, 1824, when the 
party of Hume and Hovell were camped on or near its site, under a tree that is 
still standing and -is fenced in, and were exercising all their ingenuity upon 
the solution of< the difficult problem of crossing the wide, deep, jind strong 
river which, flowed between them and what is now the •territory of Victoria. At no 
great distance from the point at which that earliest * crossing 'was •made, the river 
is now spanned by a stout wooden bridge, appropriately named the "Union Bridge,*" 
over which passes the road to Wodonga. When the railway was first carried across the 
river, the rmls were laid on a temporary wooden bridge, the permanent iron bridge not 
being ready for lise until October,^ 1884. The town itself is pleasingly situated, having 
in its neighbourhood many rounded and picturesque hills, the nearer ones covereck in 
part with vineyards, and the more distant ones with primeval forest The vine 

flourishes splendidly in the Murray . 
valley ; and there are a number of 
celebrated vineyards in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of Albur}*'. 
Orchards, too, are plentiful ; and 
among other produce of the dis- 
trict, tobacco may be mentioned. 
Enough gold is found among the 
hills to maintain a limited num- 
ber «of miners. For recreation, 
the people of Albury arc now 
provided with a public park or 
botanic gardens, a pleasant feature 
which is happily characteristic of 
the larger Australian towns gene- 
rally. Politically, it^ is possible 
that in the future Albury may' 
hold a distinguished position, as 
the Washington of Australia. 
When the time comes for the 
colonies to federate, it wdll be 
necessary to find a suitable place 
for the head-quarters of the central 
government And in anticipation 
of such a necessity, the claiins of 
• Albury for this honour have 
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been felt to be so strong that 
the town has already been pro- 
phetically dubbed the “Federal 
City.'’ • 

.Eighteen nJllds oii the* 

Sydney side of Alljury is 
Gerogery, a {dace which was 
for some*t\pie the tcrininus of 
the New South Wales line, 
prior to the opening of tl ¥3 
last extension into ^Ib wry. Near ' 

Gerogery is a remarkable iiioiin- 
tain ridge called the Table-top. 

The neighbouring district was 
at one time terre.n-ised by iv 
notorious bushranger named 
Morgan, who, however, was at 
jength brought to justice, like 
Ned Kelly more recently. Mor- 
igan’s look-out and cave may 
be sepn near the Gerogery 
Station. His (iool audacity exer- 
cised a great influence upon 
the minds of all the dwellers 
in the district n)und Albury. Nearly 
a decade after his death, a tourist in 
Eastern Riverina heard so many stories about 
Morgenland for the district, a joke the full 
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him that ho suggested the name 
. force of which is a])parent only 
to those ac(piainted with German. Daniel Morgan had something of the Robin Hood 
about him. He liked to pose as the friend of the poor, and it is boldly asserted that 
whilst the authorities won3 searching for him, many of the selectors were ready to hide 
him or give him information as to the movements of the police. • This friend of the 
poor would “stick up” a Chinese hawker and distribute his goods; but the friend of 
the selectojf was the enemy of the squatter, and many of the man’s worst * atrocities 
were committed against station-holders. At one station ho mode the squatter’s nephew 
hold out his hand as a target for his pistol, and unerringly riddled it ; at another he 
made the squatter’s wife play the piano to him. ^He made a raid into Victoria, and 
“stuck up” one of two stations about a quarter of a mile apart. A servant-maid* ran 
over to the other the police were summoned; an ambush was prepared, and as 
Morgan was going away in the morning he was shot dead. 

About sixty miles further on the prosperous and rising town of Wagga Wagga is 
reached, situated on the southern bank of the important River Mtimunbidgoo. The 
uninitiated would naturally pronouijcc the name %i this town os if it rhymed with 
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stagger, but it 'is usually pronounced as if the first syllable rhymed with dog, Wog^a"‘ 
Wogga. The name being said to have come from the natives’ imitat^n of the cry of 
the wild crow,’ another pronunciation seems more correct, viz., Warga,.Warga. Wagga 
Wag^, or, as it now generUly called, simply Wagga, stands at the head of the. naviga- 
tion of the Murrumbidgee, 'which for the distance of 'fully five hul&dred miles from 
this point to its junction with the Mun'ay, near Ualr^nald, is usually practicable for the 
river steamers engaged in the Murray trade. The >J[urrumbidgeeois sagl to bo about 
thirteen hundred miles in length, and 'to drain an area of twenty^five thousatid square 
miles. Thq stoiy of the tracing of the Murrumbidgee down to the Murray, and of the 
Murray do$^n to its disappointing outlet at Lake Alcxand^ina, in South Australia, forms 
one of the stirring incidents of Australian exploration. ‘ Captain Sturt was in charge of 
the expedition which, in 1«59, accomplished this feat Finding it practically impossible 
to follow the windings of the river on land, Sturt sent back his drays, and continued 
the hazardous quest with half-a-dozcn men in a boat. The party ran groat risks from 
hostile demonstrations on the part of the natives; and on the rctum journey they 
became at last utticrly exhausted with the continuous labour of rowing so great a 
distance against the current. Help came just in time. “Exactly six months after 
leaving,” says the Rev. J. E. Tenison Woods, “they were all safe back again in Sydney. 
A triumph, of course, awaited them there ; and the story is still told as one of the 
glories of Australia how six men ventured some thousands of miles, through a country 
infested by hostile savages, with no other conveyance than an open whaleboat.” ^ 

The name of Wagga Wagga acquired extensive notoriety in England some years 
ago as the place in which “Thomas Cjistro, alUva, Arthur Orton, Sir Roger 

Doughty Tichbome, Bart,” had carried on his business as a butcher, before coming for- 
ward to assert liis claim to the Tichbome estates. The butcher’s shop occupied by 
Thomas^ Castro has since been pulled down, and on its site there now stands one of a 
good ^ row of shops known as the “Tichbome Buildings.” Wagga Wagga, it should 
be added, will bo the junction of a branch line to be constructed to Tumbenimba. 
On leaving the station by the main line, the Murrumbidgee is crossed by a viaduct, 
to which reference hfis been made in a former article.* 

The next station of importance is Junce, at the junction of the main Southern 
with the South- Western line. The object of the latter lino is to open up and connect 
with Sydney the rich pastoral district known as the Riverina. Prior to the construc- 
tion of this line, the Riverina trade had gone chiefly to Melbourne. The present 
terminus of the South-Western line is at Hay, a town which, like Wagga Wagga, is 
situated on the Murrumbidgee. The railway follow's the northern bank of the river. 
At Narrandera, distant from Juneo^rather more than one-third of the entire length of 
tho*lino, is the junction of another branch line, whose present terminus is at Jerilderio. 
Jerildorie has a point in common -with Euroa on the .Victorian •iine, inasmuch as it, 
too, was the scene of a bank robbery by the Kelly gang. From Junee to Hay the 
distance is 167’ miles; from Narrandera to Jerilderie, 65 miles. At Junee Junction 
there are good stcltion buildings, including elaborate refreshment-rooms 
^ ^ ♦ VUe p. 158, o 
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Thirty-four miles from Junce the train reaches another junction. This is Cob- 
tamundra, whence there is a lino now open as far as Gunihigai, on the Murrum- 
bidgee^ a distance of thirty-three mil^s. This lino will do&btloss be extended beforo 
long to "Tumut, ^d will tap a very fertile country. : ^ • 

•It was at a point about thrcc-and-a-half miles on the southern or Albury side df 
Cootamundra that a terrible accident hap}>eucd to the train from Melbourne on the 
evening of Suhday, ‘^Sth Januaryj After a tremendous and long-continued down- 

pour of rain, the railway embankment was wsislied away in three places. Notice was given 
at* the station that away” had taken place, but unfortunately tfie teR‘graph lino 

had been wrecked, and it therefore impossible to warn a station lower down the 
lino. Steps were* taken to pn^tect the approaching train from the danger of falling 
into the gap now known to exist at a spot about a mile from Cootamundra. Hut 

those engaged in the work know nothing of two other gaps which had been made in 

the lino two and two-and-a-half miles further south. The southernmost of these 

• 

was at a culvert crossing the Salt Clay Creek, where breach had been mafic in the 
emlmnkmcnt about lifty yards wide, through whifdi the water was pouring sf,)me eight 
or nine feet deep. The rails hung over the chasm, held together by the tish-plates. 
On came the •train down a steep gradient, in the thickening gloom and pelting rain.* 
At the last moment the driver became aware of the min beforo liim. The air-break 
• was put on, but it wjis too late. The engine nearly reached the Cootamundra side of 
die gap, and the rest of the train dammed the swirling ci'eok. Happily, the roof of 
the sloeping-car wfis broken ott* by the next carriage, and thus its occupants wore 
assisted in making their way out ; but the conductor of the sleeping-car aufl several 
others wore killed, and many who escaped drowning were seritmsly hurt. As soon 

as practicable the wounded wem conveyed to Goulbum, whore the <v)roncr's in- 

cpiest w'as hcl<L The jury brought in a verdict w'hich threw the blame and responsi- 
bility upon the railway authorities. Subsequently, however, when a test action for 
damages was brought in the Supreme Court by one of the sufferers, the railway de- 
partment succeeded in reversing the verdict of the coroner’s jury, by showing that all 
rciisonable care had been taken to protect 4hQ lino against flood-waters, and that the 
recent downfall had been something quite unprecedented, (liiided by this painful ox- 
j)erienco the authorities, of course, at once took extra precautions, in onlov to guard 
against the pqpsiblo recurrence of a disaster which is perhaps the must appalling on 
the list — ^hflippily not a long one — of railway accidents in Australia. 

It was of this accident that, in “ Oceana,” Mr. Fronde strikingly tells a story, for 
which, however, we cannot vouch. “ I read in a newspaper,” he writes, “ tjiat the 
pointsman on the bridge had seen the earth giving way. and liad seen the lights of 
the approaching engine. His own cottage, with his wife and children slci^ping in it, 
stood in a situation where it would certainly bo ovcrwlielmed, .and instant warning 
could alone save the- lives of his family. If he advancefl along the rail^ to stop the en- 
gine the cottage would be lost with all in it. The choice was hard, {^nd nature proved 
the strongest The wife and children were saved, the train* fell into the boiliiij^ abyss.” 

Mention has been made of Tumut as a place likely to he united by rail with 
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GUndagai, and thus with Cootainundra and the main line. About forty miles to the 
south of Tumut and twelve to the north of Kiandra are some very Remarkable lime- 
stone caves, called the VaA’angobilly Caves, whioh promise, when properly opened up, 
U) pcssess attractions similar to those of the famous Jenolan, or ^so-called* " Fish 
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River” Caves. The following extracts are from a report upon fiiese caves made by 
Mr. Anderson (who was sent by Mr. Wilkinson, the Government geologist, to inspect 
them), and published in 1887 : — 

“ There are two principal routes^ to the caves, one by Gundagai and Tumut, and the 
ether b;J' Queanbeyan, Cooma, and Kiandra. By the former route the coach runs as 
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tax as Tumut, and from this point to the foot of Mount Talbingo the distance is about 
twenty miles, afld there is a fairly good buggy road, although some parts of it are a 
little rough. l£ is extremely diiiicult«to take a buggy up ^ount Talbingo, the ascent 
being S,080 fee^ within a disjtanco of three miles, and the present track up m very 
bad ; but this difficulty having been sunnounted, there is a passable bush track to Mr. 
Gibbs* station, within* eight miles* of the caves. 

This lasj eight miles can only* be perfonned 
on horseback or on •foot, and in wet w'eather 
many of the sidings are very dangerous. This 
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^>uto from Tumut pa.sscK through very moun- 
tainous and picturcsejuo countiy, and some of 
j tho views obtained from points of vantage, 
such as the top of Mount Talbingo, aro very 
finfl ; while in striking Yarrangobilly Creek a splen<lid view is obtained of the lime- 
stone and tho great arch which fonns the entrance to tho two principal caves. 

Tho second route is by Queanbeyan, Cooma, and Kiandra, all of which arc connected 
by coach. For eight piles from Kiandra there is a buggy rojul across Kiandra 
plftina, but from hero a bridle track hjis to be followed, which goes to a selection 
within half-a-mile* of tho caves. At various points on this route gliin})8es cmi bo 

got of the snowy ranges, which even within a fortnight of midsummer wor«f dotted 

over with patches of snow. By the former route visitors could ‘drive to tho fo<»t 
of Mount Talbingo, within twenty miles of the cavea; while ty tho latter route 
they could drive to within four «r live miles. Tho entrance to what are ‘called tho 
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* Glory Hole ’ caves is lofty, and of considerable width. It is cleared, and visitors 
usually camp there, and remain over-night at thq caves.” 

In regard to the leik-hahd caves, Mr. Anderson says : — From the roof hang 
pink •and green tinged stalactites, exhibiting very irijegular fonx^,^and in the in- 
equalities of which- nestle tufts of maiden-hair ferns, which produce a very prbtty 
etiect. For about forty yards in from the mouth of the cave ’the passage is nearly 

forty feet high by thirty 
feet 'wide. At ‘ this poipt 
it widens out mto a large 
• chamber, the sides of which 
are "thicilly-coated masses 
of carbonate of lime, which 
assume very varied forms, 
while from the roof hang 
numberless yellow-tinged, 
stalactites. On the floor 
are three large masses, 
which have no doubt fallen 
from the roof, and become 
coated over with stalagmite 
gi’owth from the water 
dripping upon them. At the far end of this chamber there are remains of masses 
of stalactites which must at one time have had the appearance of a frozen waterfall. 
It can bo seen coming from the hill near the roof, and its lower end must have hung 
there probably in a series of points, but now it has been partly destroyed by being 
broken Across, and the lower part earned away. This chamber is about sixty yards in 
l(!ugtli, and when it begins to narrow, it forms a gradually contracting gallery, in the 
centre t>f which stands an isolated pillar of stalagmite, eight feet in height, which, how- 
ever, is much disfigured by the jKjncillirig of names on its siuface. To the right of the 
pillar stands a largo group of stalagmites, vdiich at the floor form a single mass. As 
they rise, each one gradually tapers out of the mass until only a single central 
stalagmite roaches the roof. The sides of the chamber arc thickly coated with stalactites, 
whiclx in. many places form pillars which stand out a little distance from the wall 
The I’oof is a dense mass of largo and long stalactites. Passing to the eild of this 
chamber, there is nothing but a forest of pillars, formed by the union of stalactites 
and stalagmites, with a few dark holes between them. On getting into one of these 
hole^ a passage is entered, which is flanked on every side by rows of pillars, between 
the bases of which are stalagmite basins full of water. This aveni^e of pillars extends 
for about twenty-five yards, when the oave again widens out into a large and beautiful 
chamber, called the* ' Queen’s Chamber,’ which is about fifty yards long by thirty-five 
yards wide. From eveiy part of the roof hang a perfect forest of stalactites, many of 
which are four feet in diameter at th^ base, while between these hang smaller and more 
delicate sfalactites. The floor is principally of larg6 stalagmites standing up fix)m it> 
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and among these Ife many stalactites, which have fallen from tue roof. It is also *in 
many places strewn with Avell-roimdtjd and water-worn boulders and pebbles, the pre- 
sence of which shows that at one time a stream of water had flowed through the 
cavern.^' » . . • 

Referring to the right-hand cavern, Mr. Andoi*son says : — “ The passage into tliis 
cave opens out into it large chainber, which is one of the finest in the caves. Wlmn 
seen from the entrance it presents a mass of stalagmites, some standing alone, and 
ofhers in 'laige groifps, which bring to mind the sj)ire8 and turrets of some great 
cathedral. < After passing through a small entrance called the IJlow Holef the largest 
chamber yet discovered in •the.se caves is ejitercd. This is an enormous cavern, which 
apparently has a small opening high up on the hillside. It is very probable that there 
arc other caves in connection with this one whose entrances are not yet known. Apart 
from the scientific interest of those caves, as preservers of the remains of some of our 
extinct fauna, they have also a public inton^st in that they w^ill repay, the visitor both 
by their own natural beauty and by the magnificent •mountain scenery which is to bo 
sc(Sli by either route.” 

At Murrumburrah Station, some twenty-three miles on tho Sydnqy side of Coota- 
mundra, theA w’ill be an important junction, as it is from this point that a lino fs 
being constructed to connect tho Groat Southern with tho Groat Western Trunk Railway 
at Blayncy. The object of this line is to connect^ Bourke and all the places that lie 
on the western side of tho mouiitains with Albury, Melbourne, and Adelaide. Albiiry 
and Bourke would thus bo joined 
without any crossing of tho Di- 
viding Range. Murrumburrah is a 
good many feet (730) above Albuiy, 
but the lino to Sydney climbs yet 
another thousand shortly before 
Goulbum. Tho saving in time, too, 
as well as in climbing, will be con- 
sidcrablck -It is easy to foresee 
that Junee and Mumunburrah will 
in the future be tho important 
junctions oiiithc line. 

Fort^f- three miles further on 
is Yass, “ an important and thriving 
town, prettily situated on tho banks of the Yass River,” and boasting tho finest 
court-house out of Sydney. Fifty-three miles from Yaas is Goulbum, pbiced^ 
near tho junction ^of the Mulwarrie Ponds vrith the Wollondilly River, noted for its 
cathedral. From this place a line i.s Ixsing constnicte.d running south, and parallel 
to the main line between Cootamundra and Albury. This lino will go to Cooma ; forty- 
three miles of it are now opca From the point of view of pictujesque scenery, it is 
specially interesting as bringing tho "lake distriet” of New South Wales within easy 
reach of travellers. The lakes in •this district are but two in number, and are known 
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respectively as Lake Bathurst and Lake George. Lake Geoige is by far the larger 
of the two, being about twenty-five miles in length by eight in 'breadth. It is 
situated on table-land form^g part of the Dividing Range, at a heigh't of 2,129 feet 
above #the sea. Lofty hills rise iii its immediate ncighboujrhood. “The^ako itself” says 
Mr. H. C. Russell, the Grovemment Astronomer of New South Wales, “ is situated in a 
depression between two ranges of hills, some of which, on the •western side, rise to 
1,500 feet above the lake. On the eastern side the .liills generally stand soyie little 
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distance from tho water; but on the western side — ^at least, in a part of it — the hills 
seem to rise abruptly out of the water at an angle of 30*^ to 45®. The hills are com- 
posed of hard metamorphic rocks, tho fragments of which are carried down into the 
lake by every shower, and are very soon polished into gravel by the action of the 
waves; and the enormous deposits of gravel at both ends of the lake, where the ground 
is flat, as well os along tho sides, point to a duration of present conditions which is 
very hard to realise. ... In the absence of levels, it is impossible to say what 
was the extreme size of tho lake in .its wet period, but, I. should think, at least forty 
miles long and ten or twelve wide. The steep hills 'which bound the lake on the west 
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<)itending far away beyond Mittagong. Bowral enjoys a great reputation for salubrity 
of climate, and has accordingly of late years bcQome one of tho most popular neigh- 
bourhoods for summer resutence. The country is iess broken than that round Mittagong, 
and 4s l)etter suited for driving. Mittagong, on the other hand, ha^ decidedly the ad- 
vantage in the way of interesting expeditions on foot. This, place is likely in timb to 
become an important industrial centre, tho neighbourhood funrishing coal, iron, and 
kerosene shale. The extensive works of the Joadja Kjbrosene Mine are distanUfrom the 
railway station about sixteen miles, but are easily accessible by means of rf light ri^l- 
way l)ciong!ng to the mining company. . • « 

At Afittagong comes tho final pause for refreshments, and soon after leaving 
tho station the descent of the southern mountains begins. In the course of 
eighteen miles to Picton Lakes tho level falls about a thousand feet, and in the 
next six miles to the town of Picton it falls imother five hundred. Picton is 
named after (general Sir Thomas Picton, who led tho “ fighting ” division in the 
Peninsular War, and afterwards •fell at Waterloo. It is prettily situated, being sur- 
rounde<l by gently undulating hills. The railway works include a large viaduct, 
and tho Redbank Tunnel, 198 yards in length. ' Not far from Picton is the 
Phoai^nts’ Nest, at tho junction of the Nepean and Cordeaux Rivers, frorfi which point* 
tho works for tho new water supply for Sydney begin. At Menangle, thirteen miles 
beyond Picton, tho lino crosses the .Nepean, which in tho lower, part of its course 
becomes identified with tho Hawkosbury. Six miles further on is Campbclltown,* from 
which place there is a tramway to Camden, one of tho oldest towns in tho colony. 
Twelve miles beyond Campbelltown the lino passes another of the old towns, Liverpool, 
on George’s River, where there is a largo asylum for old and infirm men. On tho out- 
skirts of tho town tow'ards Sydney is the Anglican theological college, known as Moore 
College, ‘founded in March, 1850, under the will of the late Thomas Moore, of Liverpool. 
Ho was originally a ship’s carpenter, who received a large grant of land, and ultutiately 
became tlio squire of the place. Tho college has been the means of educating 
about 150 candidates for the ministry of the Church of England, nearly all . of 
whom are still working in tlio Australian coloni(JS. The buildings comprise a 
residence for tho Principal (built by the founder), and a newer portion for the 
students. Tho chapel is called “ Broughton Chapel,” after the late Bishop Broughton^ 
first and . only “ Bishop of Australia,” wdth whom the idea of founding the college 
originated. In the Liverpool Park a rude memorial of Captain Cook still bxists. It 
is an insignificant obelisk, about nine feet high, with eccentric spellings, which, how- 
ever, aro^ not due to the original hand, as faint tracings of tho original letters are 
visible. 

From Granville, wkere the line joins the Great Western from Bqiirke to Sydney over 
the Blue Mountains, the remainder of the run to Sydney, consisting of about thirteen miles, 
is through nearly continuous suburban towns. At Strathfield, eight miles from Sydney, 
is the junction witl\ the Orcat Northern lino, which runs to the Queensland border near 
Tentcrfiold, and will before long supply the lost link now wanting to complete a 
continuous lino of railway between Adelaide and BKsbane. A few minutes later, and 
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the train reaches the termintis at Redfern Station, having for the hist niilo or two ri\n 
parallel with the South C<.>tist or Illa^arra line, llie joiinw^' has been long enough to 
render release from a railway carria^ peculiarly wcleoiue; but, unless through some 
accident or unforc^en cause of delay, the passengers will find themselves sot at liberty 
with commendable punctuality to the published time. Of the station itself — after what 
has been said of Spencer Street — ^It may be fair to quote the judgment of Mr. Froudo, 
that it is^ " like all other stations* merely convenient luid hideous.” 
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LIVERPOOL PLAINS AND NEW ENC*LAND 

The \ew England Plateau — An Unfortunate Settler — ^The Old Dajs — NaturtbGiH Monotony — Brou;rht — Coal * 
- Ouimodah — Bccti\t — A Deserted Gold hiUd -Amndale — Gltn Inne<« — Ihc Bluff — Land but no* People 
State Intervention 

N O ON E having? anything like an mtnnatc knowledge of the great island < ontment 
would feel disposed to dispute the theory that along the shores and o\er the 
eastern and south-eastern slopes especially a large population must eventually settle 
down .Agricultural settlement, comparatively dense' must ilso txke place all over the 
table land — the git it Now England plateau of New South Walts — whieli has an elevation 
of 8 000 feet abo\o sea lovely and eovers an area of about 7 000 square miles, while 
the western slopes falling away to the SOO feet le\el will be closely packed with holdings 
of moderate si/e on which cultivxtion of the land ivill bo combined with stock-iaismg, 
dairying «ind wool glowing It is to these upper lc\els Mith their western slopes 
and to the vast evtent of plain lying at their feet that the readers attention will now 
bo particularly directed ^ 

(fomg back on the dial of the nineteenth century some seventy years w^ may pic- 
ture surveyor Oxley standing on the heights of the coast range at Newcastle 3,500 feet 
above ocean-level on the memorable 2Gth August ISIS scanning with eager eyes the 
hon/on north to west viewing the splendid land waiting to be occupied — to be the habi- 
tation of thousands iqion thousands of old-M orld vrorkers and in chanty we may perhaps 
forgive him for inflicting upon it a name it has ever since cnduied — tHht of Lord Liverpool, 
then Premier of England 0\ley s report soon reached the ears of colonists ready for a 
venture, and about the jears 1S26 and 1827 a spinted band comprising Messrs Singleton, 
Baldwin, Onus, anif "Williams ^crossed the Luerpool range at the head of Dartbrook, to 
form cattle stations in Yammaubah and Onus’ Creeks , and, some months later, a “Mr 
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William Nowland settled in Wan’ah Crock — country now forming part of the Australian 
Agricultural Company’s estate. 

Mr. Nowland, who seems to liave possessed wonderful cnofgy and patience, aftenvards 
proceeded down the River Nainoi, 150 miles further inland, to a place called Drildool. 
Here he expericilcfed considenihle difficulty with the blacks, and was in great distress 
from want of water, loj^ing from bQth causes about 300 head of cattle. Finally ho threw 
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up the iiin, and, in November, 1839, purchased Walhollow Station, on the River Mooki, 
from Messrs Parrott and Boss, and aftorwanls Ixjcame involved in legal proceedings thp.t 
lasted* ov^r ‘twenty ycars-a suit in which twenty thousand pounds passed dver to the 
lawyers and which will never bo forgotten whenever the name of Walhollow is inontionod. 

It ’appears, then, that to Mr. Nowland belongs the honour of having discovered 
the tiass <.ver the Liverpool range sixty years ago ; and it is interesting to Jenow that 
it is the easiest of them all. The steep mountains over which his bullock-teams pain, 
fiillv and wearily lagged the first load of rations and other necessaries, have since been 
graded to form a gentle and easy ascent; and since then, again, at this very pass. 
Pierced by a tunnel, the iron horse takes its cushioned and curtomed f^mages. and its 
fines of loaded trucks, to north and west, spreading comfort and lux,«-y whore the old pi^ 
peer found only privation, want, a^d danger. BufMr. Nowland did not long repiam m the 
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district, for he loft it in April, 1842, probably bcH^ause ho was refused a depasturing 

licence by Commissioner Maynt?, on the ground that “ he had by his comduct ” subjected 
himself to that gentleman's^ serious displeasure. * 

Those old days arc full of incident, and indeed their stpry has dashes of •curious 
romaifce. It tells of convict gangs working to make the ihland roads "wls use to-day, and 
bushranging adventures never Ui bo repeated more. Ip it we have, particulars of bravery 
and pitiful chicanery, crime and adventurous courage,, which stand* out bold relief 
against the inonotony, the indolence, the gabble of Ihc present ^tinic. 

Standing on. the threshold of the Liverpool Plains, wo must |jivc one la^t fond look 
back to th^ Hunter Valley, the silver streak of the little •River Pago, and Murrurundi 
village with its shining houses miles usvay IxjIow ; then " rfglit about*” descend the western 
hIo{)os of the Main liango, pass along Doughboy Hollow Crock (old NowlatuVs camp), 
cross various low spurs, <ind having descended 1,000 feet in eight miles, reach “ Willow 
Tree.” This was an old coaching house of call; now a railway station stands close by, 
just within the bouinlaries of the Australian Agricultural dUompany's domain. 

This imrnenso proi)erty, containing 249,000 acres of the richest soil the earth «iin 
boast of, is only one of three which were handed over by the Government of England in 
feo simple to a company of influential British speculators for a i)cppcrc<>m ! A tew • 
miles further north, other 313,218 acres were presented to them; and at Port Stephens 
a vast estate, including 464,040 acres, was added to the previous two ; finally, at Newcastle, 
the richest coalOold in the Southern Hemis[)herc was thrown into their hands ! • 

Plains, park-liko lands, or downs salute us on cither side, while every few miles we 
cross a babbling creek shaded by colonial oaka. Fence after fence is crossed. A flock of 
sheep is |>orhaps feeding — widespread — far away ; a few cattle may be scon near at hanfl, 
browsing tlio rich pasture — Nature’s gift The country in other respects appears more 
desolate t^iuTi it was nearly sixty yeai*s agt>. Then, the aborigines made merry in this unciil- * 
tivatod Eden ; now, the silence is rarely broken except by the boundary-rider’s whistle. 
We roach the portal of this imnienso reserve, and at once enter the domain of hand Ji.de 
settlement, stretching away to tlie north-westeni comer of “ the Grant,” and moot the 
• River M«x»ki. This watercoin*sc makes part of the average " divide ” between pastoral 
occupation and agricultural settlement, winding its way through splendid lands to the 
River J'famoi, which it joins at (lunnedah. The last-named river takes up the running 
to, the town of Narrabri ; then the dividing-lino continues its course north-ci^terly to the 
jM)int of th5 Nandewar range, which has been burie<l in these western plains, and bending 
northwanis, winds round the highland spurs to the Queensland boimdary. 

All west of this is country pimdy pastoral, most of it of the richest character — 
a black soil, on the wash of ages, from sixty to two hundred feet in depth, with water 
ovory^horo below — while patehes of desert-sand, hundreds of thousands of acres in extent> 
are met with in the counties of Baradiuc and White. The rich connfl^ stretching away. 
t*o Walgott is generally open — alwa}'^ flat ; the poorer sandy lands referred to are covered 
with scnib and undergrowth, and produce the finest timber found in the district It 
is only natural thaf here population should bo sparse, and of course large town- 
settlement Js impossible. The most important centises are Gunnedah, at the edge; 
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*Ntoabri, well inside the grazing area; and Walgctt, on the western •frontier of the 
district. At aJl^ these places courts ai*o held for the administration of justice, the sale 
of land, and otly&r governmental purposes. 9 

TliQ monotony of this part of Nc\^ South Wales is absolutely irksome ; it impresses 
the features and manners of tlwj people whom fate has placed here. Its past histSry is 
that of yesterday, with the exception that, in old Nowland’s time, sheep were unluiowh, 
and there wer® blacks to give a jSash of advtsnturo to life. It knows no spring nor 
autumn ; •ho restful twilight sueweds the glare of day. It is a country*of oxtmmes 
of* heat ancl drought and torrent. For several seasons together cattla are ^rolling fat^ 
•pushing aboiTt through "gras.sc!^ ten feet high; and then the plains arc a deserf, quivrering 
with blasting fica^ wlutened with skeleton-bones imd ghastly skulls. 

In these fearful droughts, notwithstanding the ap[)arcnt aridity of the atmosphere, 
the quantity of moisture it contains must be considerablo. How oflon, during theso 
dreaded periods, have our settlers strained their eyes tt> the westward day by day, in anxious 
hope for some break in the rjlcntle.ss metallic glare of a summer sunset! At last a 
sigi^ is given ; days elapse ; again tho sun falls in* the west — other clouds appear 
suddenly in the sky, raising h<ipes of some relief in the almost hopeless watchers. An 
hour passes — tho clouds have vanished! They have not been driven oft' on the wings 
of tho wind; they have not been hidden in tho obscurity of evening. They have 
^ been dissolved in the warm air from which they had just been drawn by contact 
with a cold eastem current, which, lowering tho foinperaturo locally below the' dew- 
point, deposited the welcome precursors of rain. Again and again is this ai'^rial per- 
formaiKio repeated; again and again are tho oyos that are straiiKul heavenwards doomed 
to disappointment; but at last tho looked-for rain arrives, and from that dry and scorcliing 
air the downfall comes in streams. 

. As an instance — and by no means an extreme one — of tlio losses incnrred^cven in * 
this favoured district, let it bo mentioned that on Hrecza station (close to (lunncdah), 
in the year 1877, no lc.ss than 0,000 cattle, 100 horses, and 8,000 sheep died from 
starvation, and, had not tho remaining stx)ck beem removc<l in time, 25,000 or JJO.OOO 
more sheep would have .shared the same fate. 

One has not forgotten how Bishop^ Moorhouso. in a spirit of philanthropy, 
attracted attention to the lo.sses of stockowners in these exceptional seasons of dis- 
tress^ and, while ridiculing, in Palincrstonian fashion, supplication to Heaven on such a 
subject, advodhted the construction of dams and tanks, and well-digging wlicro phicticablc, 
to turn tho tables on Dame Nature by artificially providing water for “ tho beasts which 
perish.” But the worthy bishop took no account of other requirements of sheep and 
cattle, nor was he in tho slightest degree conversant with tho works already-* executed 
by proprietors. As a miVttcr of fact, no stock have ever died from want of water, < 
but merely from wj^nt of food; and it is the problem of tlio day among tho authorities 
. whether the expenditure of more millions of borrowed money on tho vast -irrigation 
works proposed by some will succeed in covering plains with unfading verdure, and if 
so, whether tho game Is worth the candle. ’ 

From Narrabri — 697 feet above sea-level — the present terminus of thp North- 
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Western Railwa}^, we can patronise the train (whicli, like most other things in this 
country, is run at a yearly loss), 'and, passing through Cxunnedali a^d Breeza, reach 
Tam worth ancl the cxtrerae% verge of New England*; or we may take a pilgrimage along 
the roads leading upwards, thus obtaining a more? leisurely survey of the land Jihan is 
afforded by an excursion on the line. ^ * • • 

Adopting the latter course, wo find the countrj^' for the first few miles light and 
sandy. It then changes to rich black soil, with areas ^of red clay or loam^ which cany 
us to Gimneflah. The upper crust we walk over is -good enough for aiiythifig. The 
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natural grasses arc varied in 
character, and of a most fattening 
nature; the average rainfall (twenty 
inches) seems ample for cereal crops ; 
the surface is practically level, having 
a rise in GO miles of less than 180 foot Water is more or loss abundant eveiywhoro 
Mov\ oven when streams dry up. Yet, strange to note, settlement is scarce, and all. the 
way to Boggabri — a wayside village — we have not met one soul. Ancf onwards to 
Gunnedah also, the land rests peacefully, a “ nin ” for sheep and cattle. No hum of 
labour disturbs its calm repose, tliough thistles, burrs, and noxious weeds on either side 
denote tl» frequent passage of stock. 

• The summer is late, so that grass and herbage, which have been luxuriant for the 
past six months, are still beautiful and green ; but by-and-by — som% two weeks hence, 
perhaps — it will pay its unwelcome visit and envelop the land in parching heat, so 
that once more will springs dry up, and the River Namoi stay its stream; tall grass 
and trefoil must bake and wither and tumble into dust ; the earth will open its 
fissures, cc^ving for a drink • whirlwirills of fiery dust, propelled by aerial currents, will 
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mount upwards, messengers from the desiccated soil ; the giant eucalypti will be motionless 
except when thus momentarily distu];)jcd ; while birds and a|l animate nature will cower 
from si^ht, apparently without sense or motion, till the sun go down, and night’s blessed 
mantle, in very jnprey, cover the desolation that lies spread all around. 

‘ With such a climate liuid, however rich, can never wisely be dedicated to agri- 
cultum This vast ex^tanse is everf now profitably used, although it is in the possession of 
but a few sheep-owners; and should their great estates be reduced In 8i;so, and the 
proprictiiry’ increased ^in number, better results will folloAv and these now purely pastoral 
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lanc^, with the assistance of limited, well-directed agriculture, will produce still greater 
returns. * 

But the country’ just traversed holds beneath its bosom wealth untold. Below its 
crust lie beds of coal as yet untouched, the strata little disturbed from the position 
where the old forests were overwhelmed, |)erhaps a million years ago, except at localities^ 
subjected to volcmic eruptions in past ages. Instead of the ferns — the sigillaria and 
calamites of coaTmoasurcs in other lands, proclaiming in han-rdief the varied tropical 
vegetation of those wondrous times — here the glossopteris, or bird’s-ncst species, is 
found compressed in masses throughout the Sandstone drift, provjng the series to bo 
identical with that extending east of the main sango tef Newcastle, and out again, for 
miles and miles, to the old shores* buried beneath the great Pacific Ocean. And, looking 
34 . 
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Jown the vista of the future, we see thousands of willing, hands bringing to the surface 
the precious treasure w'hio]! has so long lain concealed. 

Gunnedah, the “White Stone” of the blacks, ss pleasantly situated on a gentle slope 
falling to the Itiver Nauioi, 874 feet above sea-level. • Thirty ye|i^ ago a wayside 
weatherboard inn stood iiere, the nucleus of the present town, the place being then called 
“The Woolshed.” Now substantial public buildings, business and private Rouses, abound 
on all sides. Xt is an incorporated borough; its stn 3 cts have been aligned, and there 
is a railway statif)n. In close proximity are small holdings dfevoted to hgriculturo, 
with vegodible ganlens under (Chinese management, or used*. as grazing paddocks,, 
and within a few miles ai’o the larger properties, os nrtis, serving cSxclnsivcly for' 
stock. 

To.tliis rule th<?rp is, however, one exception, proving that the combination of 
agriculture with wool-growing may be extremely protitable. At the Gunnible station 
irrigation work?^ are condinjtcd on a moderate scale at a minimum cost: the source 
of sujiply being the llivcr NamoiT and the raising power a steam-engine erected for the 
“wool wash,” for which duty it is required but two months in the year. Hero, from 
forty acres, six cuttings of lucem hay are annually stacked for station use, wdiilo wheat, 
pumpkins, and fruit grow to perfection in their seasons. "J'he contrast which Ibliis oasis pre-“ 
sontH with the desolation of tho surrounding landj^in times of drought is very striking, iiuli- 
cating tho generous response naturo*is ever ready to give to the intelligent industry of 
man. It is right to point out, however, that this estate has exceptional advantages in 
most respects over others in tho district 

Leaving Gunnedah, wo at once cross the little llivcr Mooki, and in twelve miles, 
having traversed magnificont country, all of which, judging from tho farms along 
tho route, s(M3ms perfectly adapted for cultivation, reach Carroll, a wayside village 
looking out upon a ti*eelcss plain. Near this village the Rivers Veel and Namoi join, 
and fi’om this point tho rise in elevation increases considerably each mile. All along 
tho road, and tar away to tho westward, extending to tho town of Barraba, the land 
is in tho hands of sTiiall proprietors, who on countless small holdings grow cereal crops 
and fniit, and graze their dairy cattle or fl«3ks of sheep, contributing their produce to 
the Tamworth and Sydney markets. 

A few miles further on Bectivo is I’eoched, a valuable estate comprising numerous 
small pr(T^)crties of rich soil ; and soon the road is crossed by the boundary fence of 
tlie second of tho extraordinary grants referred to above. And this glonous land^ 
fit homo ft)r a thousand tillers of tho soil. iKumded by the Peel llivcr for nearly 
sixty mikw, is a nm for stock ! Now, 1,270 foot above sea-level, Tamworth, the 
. capital of this far-famed district, breaks upon tho view, iw villas glistening on tho 
mountain-slopes, its business streets intersecting at right angles the^reen valley of the 
Peel, tho whole backed by a high mountain range, presenting a landscape absolutely 
fascinating. Tliis to^m avos designed in 1849. But three years before it was proclaimed 
a place for holdii^ Courts of Petty Sessions. In those good old days justice was 
administe^l in a curious fashion. For example, at a magistrates* meeting held at Tam- 
worth on tho 8th of Fobniary, 1840, three prisoners* of the Government, charged with 
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disobedionco 
to the orders of 
ail overseer of 
the AusDitilian 
Agricultural 
Company, were 
scntcuced, in 
the face of 
strong rebut- 
ting evidence, 
to corporal 
punishpient — 
one to receive 
^thcr two fifty 


twenty-five lashes, the 
^ esich. •Mr. Hall, the Company's Super- 

intendent, could not spare them just then, “owing to the quantity of work to bo done 
on the station,” but ho considerately promised to “ send them down to the triangles as 
*carly as possible ! ” What an admirable incentive to the poor wretches to do their best 
in the interval ! Among the illustrations to this article, by the way, is a memento of 
convict days in the form of a fac-»ha}lfi of a •ecitifieat/C of freedom, granted to 
one Francis Neill, an Irishman, who had “ done ” his seven years, and, let us hope, was 
the better and not the worse for his experiences in this part of the world. 

In 1S57 Tamworth consisted of two brick houses, some slab and weatherboard huts, 
and some ivotwlcn stores, to accommodate some hundixid people. Now its public 
buildings are a credit to the colony, its business houses numerous and extensive, its 
population numbered by thousands. In 1857, again, postal arrangements were ot 
the most primitive order — a grocer's clerk vras the postmaster, and mails wore delivered 
once or twice a week, as circumstances permitteci Now the work is curried on in a 
noble building by an efficient staff of clerks and electricians. In those old days a 
solitary policeman kept watch and ward ort tracks and townsmen. Municipal govern- 
ment now rules the road.s, churches and chapels built by the people invite to worship, 
and public schools, attended by nearly 600 scholars, boys and girls, teach every child to 
reacC* write, afid reckon. 

Leaviifg the town and ascending the River Peel, in cight-and-tw'cnty miles wo reach 
a gold-field. For years, hundreds of diggers made wages or a fortune on Bowling Alley 
Point, and the way in which the counti^^ has been tom up in search of the yellow 
metal shows the vast amefunt of labour expended here. * 

Eight miles beyond we pass through the diggers’ town of Nundle, and five miles 
further stand on the summit of the Hanging Rock, 3,800 fcfjt in height. . ITio 
ridges hereabout are rich in gold. The geological formation of the district just traversed 
consists of altered Devonian slates, sandstones, and limestones, in which, from Bowling 
Alley Point to Hanging Rock, occur beds of sei^entinc *and masses of dior^tc. The 
geological surveyor reports that ^the igneous rocks and Devonian rocks in their 
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vicinity are traversed by gold-bearing quartz veins; that in Tertiary times the country 
was drained by rivers, iti the channels of whieh rich gold-drifts ajjcumulated, and 
were covered by flows of basalt; that in moifc recent times these formations were 
extci&ively denuded, deep valleys being eroded in them) and that ^iRce the year 1862 
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the alluvial deposits in the valleys and in the ancient river channels, as well as the 
recjfs, liave yielded gold to the value of nearly £900,000.” He further expresses the 
opinion “ that the ix3sourccs of this gold-field are far from being exhausted, and that 
quartz-mining will be permanent.” 

(lofd-bearing country is, as a nilo, exceptionally poor as Regards surface soil, but this 
oftors* a marked contrast, for all the way to Walcha it is rich in humus or vegetable 
matter, springs and creeks are met with every few miles, and splendid timber, grass, 
and fenis give proof of its fert.ility. 

Of course, even in this de.sortcd gold-ljcld a public school is found. Some thirty 
children, belonging to tho diggers and ganlen agriculturists who dot the hills around, 
attend tlu?ir daily class. An inn, w'ith a landlonl who has delved for tin in Cornwall, 
for copjHT in North America, for silver in South America, and all rQund heWi for 
precious gold — still ju;tive, intelligent, and strong — invites us to a “ can^) ” and a 
glass of Tam worth boor; then on wo go along tho narrow highland promontory, the 
country opening by dogi’oos, but all tho way varied by ridge and valley, streams and 
. littte plains. 

Crossing the Macdonald River (really the head of the River Namoi, which we have met 
at Narrabri, Gunnedah, and on the Carroll road), Walcha is at Icngt^iKsached — village 
in a teacup — through vrhich the little Apsley, shaded with willows, meanders slowly 
oastw'ard to its falls. From here to Uralla the countiy' spreads well out Large runs for 
stock — ^g{cat freeholds acquired ycar» ago — ^and modest farms with pretty cottages, pro- 
claim tho prosperity f\pd comfort of these highland *homea 
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The Rocky River gold-fields lie two miles to the west, where fabiilous amounts of 
metal have bee^ raised in years gone by ; and ten miles ^irther on, along a splendid 
road scented with sweetbriar and bo^ercd with orchards and other small estates, we 
enter Armidale, 3,300 feet abpvo the level of tl\o sea. Unlike most other Australian 
towns, it boasts a show; indeed, two places of interest may be discovered by the 
artistically disposed Dahgar and Woolomumbi Falls. Both falls, if the water 
supply b^ faiAy good, look well,*but neither gives the mind the sense of awe which 
is^ experienced on looking over the Blue Moimtain precipice at ttovctt’s Leap. WaterfaHs 
without water for nim) months in the year are not specially attracti'^e; ssill they are 
breaka which, •relieving the# monotony of the bush, arc naturally mtule much* of. 

The road from Arinidalc north Avards to the boundary of New South Wales presents 
no features of special interest. The railway has almost monopolised the traffic, and the 
few houses of Jiccommodation which remain are not inviting. The steopness of the 
countiy involves even by rail a slow ascent, and while, puffing and straining, the train 
covc'rs but twenty miles an hdur, ample time is found* to note the general as})cct of the 
lanTl for miles on either side. 

The timc-tiiblc shows that wo are now 2C0 miles from Newcastle, and wo are 3,313 



fiset above soa^l^'^d. As the train moves on, wc pass numerous small holdings in 
the valleys, enriched by the washings of the basalt hills adjoining. From Evefsleigh, 
where there is a railway station, the character of the country changes physically for 
die worse. The hills arc steeper and more scnibby^, and recks fatal to the plough crop up 
abundantly ; but from the Black Mountain station onwards to Glen Inhes, some 
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fiJrty milos away, tho soil is rich, and, so far as can be judged, well suited to be the 
fanning homes of many tl^ousand colonists. At puyra, on tho road, is the far-famed 
Mother of Ducks, a swamp more than a thousand iscrcs in extent, covered with wildfowl ; 
and at Bon Lomond wo cross a spur of the mountain of fhat name, which is the* source 
of numerous creeks and rivers, and rears its head aloft about 5,000 feet. 

From Stonehenge, named from its granite bouldefs and supposed resemblance to the 
Druid.s’ plain in England, farms ai-e moi-e frequent ; an^ at each tiny settlemenUa school- 
house has boon built, where backwoods children are whipped m to read* and wri^ 
Running b^ inas.ses of gnuiito rock, fringing a little creek, Glcn^ limes a^ last comes . 
in view. Plot so very long ago this town w'as but a village, eminent^ Scotch; a few 
houses built of wood along a narrow street, a quaii\t courthouse, a silent, ruined-looking 
flour-min, and a tiny church, with three or four general stores, possessed the site ; but sud- 
denly tin was discovered, and from that day to this its progress has been phenomenaL 
In its one-street state, to move a huiulred yards and keep one’s boots in rainy weather 
was ever doubtful. Now its roads are good and under municipal control, its buildings 
all that a poi)ulation of 2,0p0 souls should want ; and befoiu long branch raUivays 
will connect it with tho town of Invercll, passing westwards through miles of agricultural 
and grazing land, and eastwards winding down tho steep mountain range tP Grafton; the ' 
Clarence River port. 

All tho bind some distance fjpom Glen innes is stanniferous. Its mines have 
supplied tlio English and foreign markets with thousands of tons f)f tin, and if well 
drained and worked, the coiiutiy' everywhere should produce good crops of grain, 
fruit, and ])otaV>cs. At Invoroll tho country is basaltic, and particularly suited for vine- 
yards and the growth of fruit and cereal crop.s. Hero wine of excellent quality and 
flavour, red and white, is made, which, if properly placed before the English public, 
would cdtninand high prices 

Northwards from Glen Innes, the country is less inviting, but there is a wide 
stretch of level agricultural land about Deepwater and Dundee, craving for settlement 
A great sweep of country herefrom to Tcnterfichl seems to have been terribly denuded in 
past ages, and groat rounded granite boulderf? on tho surface or half hidden in the drift 
speak of floods, and torrents, such as we can have no conception of now. 

Tho Bliitt* ten miles from town, is quite tho attraction here, while the cutting 
through tlio diorite and trap a mile away is the last feature on tho line.t- TcnteHield 
is tho present terminus of tho Northern Railway, which, however, is bein^ extended 
eleven milos further to Warangara, a wee bit of a village right on tho Queensland border. 
Tonterfiehj is built on downs studded with granite boulders, and sloping to a willow- 
^ shaded crook. Tho air is crisp and light, though its elevation; 2,827 feet above tho sea, 
is far loss than that of Glen Innes, which is 3,518 feet. 

Tlie tin-fields at Stanthorpe, not far away, but across tho bord<5^^ve impetus to 
settlement some time ago. And now the gold-fields at Red Rock and Fairfield. promise 
to increase the population vastly for some years to come, while mines at Emmavillo still 
help the town along. • ■ 

Truly the plains spreading in western distance aVe rich indeed. The level stretch 
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from Narrabri to Gunncdah would woo the eye 
of Hesiod’s plohghman. The slopes from the 
last-named town through Tamworth the foot 
of the ’Golden Hills seem croatod to produce 
wine and oil, breactstufis and avooI. Still all are 
subject more or less to intervals of heat and drought 
which teipponirily paralyse the cilergios of man. But 
high \ip Oil this plaiteau, kissed with clouds, fresh 
^bracing winds in summer chase away the desiccating 
heat, Avhilo snwvs in winter kcep^moist both vallej’s and 
mountain-tops. 

The climate of Ngav England is invigorating 
throughout the year. Instead of grapes, peaches, and 
semi-tropical fruit, groiving to perfection, gooseberries, 
apples, pears, currants, cherries, and blackberries, and* 
all *the fruits of lesser Britain thrive in profusion; 
and in place of the jiale faces of the lowlands near at 
•hand, Ave see •ruddy checks and bright eyes, the signs 
of energy and health. But AAdiere is the population 
Avhich should make glad this glorious land ? In 
astounding ignorance of the tii^st principles of national 
prosperity, immigration has been vetoed, and even 
assisted passages to this silent, waiting land have been 
peremptorily stopped. Without the assistance of im- 
migration on a far larger scale than lias hitherto 
been attempted by the State, it Avill for centuries 
be impossible to settle these country districts 
advantageously. It is unfortunately true tliat our 
cities and toAviis are croAvded with men and boys 
who, having no practical or useful JknoAvlcdgc 
they Avould, settle in the interior. The professions are folloAved by more jiersons 
than can obtain a decent livelihood. Trades aro overstocked with labour, and 
GovWnmont ^offices are crammed with those whoso employment should bo found 
clseAvliero. • 

When we consider that the land is the original source of all the country’s wealth 
and progress, it must appear surprising that while a most lavish endowment^has been 
made for education in the direction of mercantile pursuits and the liberal professions, 
no provision has hitherto been thought imperative for training colonial youth towards 
obtaining a of its soil and very fickle climate. When wo read of the pfibrts 

made in America and Europe, and of the enormous State expenditure autlioriscd 
in Franco, Germany, and Austria, to promote the knowledge of agi^cultural science, it 
must be evident to the most thoughtless that the ^nd sought is one of vital interest and 
of the most urgent importance, ati importance, indeed, which cannot bo exaggerated. 
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Ih Victoria steps have already been taken in this direction. The Department of 
Agriculture, presided overi by the Minister for {iands, furnishes an wnual report of 
procce<Ungs, und conducts scientitic experiments mest useful to the community. Chemical 
analjaees are made of the various soils, manures^ and hQrbago, and correspondence has 
been opened with kindred societies all over the world. So far, perhaps, the good results 
have not l»een sufficiently appreciated ; but the seed hi«s been sown* of a tree of knowledge 
which in after-years will bring forth abundant fruit* and enrich the land ixu which it 
has boon planted. . • • , 

Withofit attempting to realise the schenies and theories o&^Bacon or» Campanella,. 
or of sucR men as Fourier and John Humphrey Noyes in later days ^ which refer. 



ot populations than to the 
management of country lands — tlic cstabjisbment, in each district, of colleges like 
those now doing good service in Euro{>c, with well subsidised village schools and 
societies, acting in concert with and leading up to them, would prove of incalculable 
iK'nofit to the country at lai^e. 

This district, and this alone, can bo looked upon as the storehouse, the granMy, of Aus- 
tralia; every eflbrt should therefore be made to increase its productiveness. Instead 
of having to be imported to meet the wants of the population, wheat could and should be 
grow’n at such a price and in .su<5h quantities os not only to. shut out foreign competi- 
tion. but to leave a .surplus for export to other lands till local demands absorb the 
])roduco; and those who engage in the pursuit properly — that is ^fc«t*8ay, with capital 
at command and knowledge to guide its exjicnditure — may confidently look forward to 
a profitable retuni,.for their labour at the outset, with the prosj^ect of wealth after the 
lapse of A few years. Tt w'ouid bo well to bear in mind the pregnant sentence of Baron 
IJebig: ** When the State is shaken to its foundatibns by internal or external events; 
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when commerce^ industiy, and all tlio trades shall bo at a stand, and* perhaps on the 
brink of min ; ^whcn the property apd fortunes of all are fsliattcred or changed, and 
the inhabitants of towns look forward with dread and apprehension to the future — 
then the agricultigist holds iu his hand the key to the money-chest of the rich 
the' savings-box of the poor.” 
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THE SHEEP AND HIS WOOL. 

• • • 

Tlio Morino — Land of the Golden Fleece— A Wool Grcesns 
— Squatters — The Bouxtdary Rider — The Sheep and 
his FoesA-Shearinjf and Shearers— The Wool Trade — 
Droa;fht*-Wool Sales — ^Mutton, Fresh an% Frozen. 

J>HE origin of the mcriiu)^ sheep, like that of a. 
good many ot|;ier ioncicnt and ^oble families, 
is lost in the obscurity of a dim past, but 
it is admitted that the breed existed in Spain 
from the earliest times of which wo have any 
record, and tluit it was improved by strains of 
African blood Ihrough the agency of rams 
brought from Bombay by Pedro IV. of Castile 
and Cardinal Ximencs; and it is certain that the breed 
becaTne established, and began to attract the attodtion* 
of foreign nations, in the sovenfeenth centur}^ and that 
small flocks of mcrinoes were introduced into England 
and France, and were kept and tended with great* cai*c 
at the r(»yal farms in these countries. 

Tlie first sheep had been brought to Australia in 1788, but the first merinoes of 
which any record exists wore introduced from the Cajxs of (lood Hope in 171)0 by Mr. 
John McArthur, sometimes called the “Father t)f the Colony.” These sheep from the 
Cape w(A‘o some of .a flock that had been presented to the Dutch Government by the 
King of Spain. (Oh I shade of Philii> the Second !) A further introduction into Australia 
of the blood, since so far famed, was made in 1800 by the same IMr, McArthur, who, 
with the assistance and encouragement of the Privy Council, selected from the flock of 
George HI. three rams and two ewes destined for Australia. The first flock \vas reared 
where the estate of Camden now is. From these patriarchs have spning the greater 
part of the vast flocks that cover the plain lands of Australia. On cold, well-grassed, 
and woll-jv'atei’ed country, Lincolns, Leicesters, and cross-breds thrive vrell ^ but oiT the 
level and ordmary country, the merino sheep to-day stands unrivalled. To him^Austrolian 
wool owes its world-vride reputation. The prices paid for stud sheep are such as sound 
more like the ravings of a grazier who has become lunatic than sober fact. On one 
occasion no less than 2,200 guineas was paid tor a ram; and* sums varying from £500 
*to £1,000 are by no means infrequently given. Indeed, certain breeders of stud rams 
derive a largo annual income from this source, their stock bein§^ synonym for 
cxcellonco all over the Australian colonies. Nor have the care and study of these 
great sheep-breeders been in vain. At this moment there are estimated to be in 
Australia jand New Zealand no loss than eighty-four millions of sheep, a large proportion 
of which would compare favourably , in point of quality with any in the world. Of 
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vhis total number. New South Wales, with her vast extent of country,* much of which 
is fit only for |^azing, possesses abgut one-half, New Zealimd onc-fifth, and Victoria 
one-eighth. In respect of quality ef wool, how'over, Victoria heads the list. In 
1885-6 ’she, with^her limited ^grazing area, possessed over ten-and-a-hnlf millioiis of 
sheep. A well-knoivn English Tvriter, when ho visited Australia, liappily named her 
the “Land of^the Gcfiden Fleece,^* a title sufficiently justified when it is stated that 
from 1883 to 1884 inclusive shq exported wool to tho value of nearly sixty millions 
of^ pounds. • • 

. ^ This great wool uidustry gives occupation, directly or indircctlJ^ to a (Considerable 
proportion of 'the people scatCc^cd over the length and breadth of tho couAtry. Tho 
owner of any considerable quantity of sheep is popularly spoken of os a “squatter,” a 
•word that early superseded the older pno of settler. It has often boon remarked 
how this name s(juatter has passed fi\»m its English sense of contempt, until it 
has in Australia come to mean member of a landed aristocracy. At the present day, 
however, it is not a very correct term, for “ squatter ” properly connotes a person settled 
upon Crown land, for which he pays a nmt often memly nominal, and upon which he 
depastui'cs sheep or cattle. Nowadays, however, the encroachments of free selectora, 
•encouraged bjf tho jwlicy of tho various Land Acts, have forced tho squattoV to pm*<iha.se* 
at all events, the best portions of his “ run ” (as tho land so occupied is called), and 
* tho ixist being “ selected ** or abandoned, ho is, in# fact, no longer a squatter, but a 
grazidr or shecp-lanner, and prefers to bo so called. 

By whatever name known, the conditions of his daily life are very similar to those 
of his brother sheep-owners, unless, indeed, ho be a CJru'SUs of wool, and own the cattle 
upon a thousand hills, in which (jaso he employs one or moi’o xnanagei’s, and lives at 
ejiso in Sydney or Melbourne, or, majdiap, in London, and tlioi'e cntortain« Royalty 
right royally. But the typical scpiatter, livnng far away on his remote statlbn, with 
his wife and family, maxiages his sheep himscilf, with the assistance of an overseer 
and a few men. There throughout tho year he musters, drafts, and generally looks 
after them, protecting his sheep from hanii, and waging relentless war against their 
enemies. • 

In days of yore, sheep wore watched by sbepherds, and a very dmaiy, lonely life 
the shepherd led in the Australian back blocks. For days and days together — nay, for 
weeltS and ni^)nths — ho was left to tho comj)anionship of his dogs and his shgep. But 
shophcrdiil^ is now defunct. It was found cheaper to expend a great deal of capital 
on fencing, either with timber or with wire, in x>r(lcr to save tho outlay on shepherds. 
Many paddocks, are of enormous extent, but they arc securely fenced around^; and in 
the life of a sheep run the place formerly occupied by the shepherd is now taken bj*^ 
the boundary rider. 

In order t(^l(Sep the paddock secure, or, as it is commonly called, “ sheep proof,” 
men are appointed to go round tho fences two or three times a week, carefully filling 
up all gaps, repairing them where they are broken down or washed avjay by storm waters, 
and keeping a sharp look-oiit for tho tracks of dingoes and mongrql dogs in ^ps and 
under gates. These men are called* “boundary riders,” and though their life is of course 
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ihonotonous, their work is not usually very severe. However, they are expected, in 
addition to the above dutdes, to assist in the lyore exceptional, opemtions of station 
work. i 

The sheep has plenty oi enemies. Some are wild aiymals, and ^me diseases. The 
squatter makes it his business to hunt down the kangaroos that eat his grass, and to 
trap the hated dingoes that would fain eat his sheep. tThese native do^ are the squatter’s 
pest and bane ; indeed, one, though naturally a humane man, informed the writer that 
nothing would give him greater pleasure than to get all the dingoes on his run wd 
torture thefn I Xnd it is undeniable that their conduct is of a kind eminently provoking. 
An occasional sheep killed and eaten would not so mqch matter, and aaiong so many 
would scarcely bo missed; but the fiendish subtlety that makes the native dog invariably 
select for his attacks the stud ewes at lambing time, and the diabolical malignity that 
induces him out of more wantonness to bite thirty or forty in a night, are sufficient to 
establish in the, mind of the owner a clear connection bcitwcion the dingo and the Author 
of Evil. For this animal is indeed an artist. The half-bred mongrel, cross between 
wild dog and tiiino, will maul and mangle, gnaiving at tho throat and tearing out the 
entrails ; but the dingo goes to work in business-like fashion, rounding up the sheep, 
and passing swiftly from one to the other, giving to each a nip and a Wrench across 
tho loins that dislocates tho back, and leaves the poor brute to die in agony. 

Against this enemy, then, and the eagle-hawks that attack his lambs, must the 
8(piatter wage unceasing war ; he must from time to time shift tho sheep from exhausted 
paddocks to “ pastures new ; ” must have wells dug to water them when the creeks 
run dry in sciusons of drought; must cut down ti-treo and other shrubs for them 
to eat when tho grass fails ; and must do a thousand things for their health and 
comfort, •i'ortimately there arc at present but few diseases with which he has to 
contend! Tho once fatal “ scab ” is now almost a thing of the past, owing partly to 
efficient quarantine regulations, and partly to tho invention of disinfectant compositions 
for dipping. These are also employed to get rid of the ticks that annoy the sheep. 
Dipping is, when possible, performed immediately after shearing, and consists merely 
in entirely immersing tho sheep in tho mixViro, or. as it is called, “ tho dip.” Foot-rot 
is occasionally troublesome, but is generally easy eno\jj^h to got rid of. Besides guarding 
against these plagues, care must be taken to minimise the harm done by the Bathurst 
burr, wluch sticks in the wool, and by tho sharp hard grass-seeds, which will workTthoir 
way through wool luul skin right into tho sheep, to their great discomfort and injurj', 
so that even in oniinary times tho *squattcr*s lot, though it may be a “happy,” is 
by no means an idle one. 

' But tho busiest time in a sheep station is tho period of shearing. To collect and 
shear perhaps a hundred thousand sheep is no slight matter, and keeps all hands pretty 
busy. Yet, though there is haste there is no confusion, and consideiti^y less fuss than 
there would bo in shearing a feV hundred in England. 

Tho sheep, scattered far and wide, are tii'st mustered and driven into paddocks, 
probably ..those nearest to the shearing-shed, which have been reserved for the purpose. 
The next thing to do is to wash tho sheep. Tlie most^ffective method of doing this is by 
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mciuxs of thew " hot-water wash,” a rather elaborate process. The details* vary '^Mcordingf 
to loc%l circums^c^, but tho general method is os followst — ^Tbe §heep are first run 
under a shower-bath, which softens the dirt in th^ wool Tlioy are theij shot down 
a slide into a laigp,tank of tra^m soap-and-w%ter, where they are rubbed and iinm^sod. 
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Afterwards are held and turned over under a spout or shoot of cold water, 

whicl^ falling with great force from a considerable Jieight, literally pounds 'the 
'remiuning dirt out of' them, and they emerge up an inclined piano with dceccs white 
as snow. The whole process is a sort of ovine TurHish batht only considerably more severe, 
many .the shMp being so wetdt' after it that they have to bo assisted 6jx to tho 
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landing-stage. *Afterwanls they are kept three or four days in nice clean paddocks; 
so as to give the " yolk iime to rise in the wool, and are then s^om.^ 

Hot- water washing is at present praotised^in comparatively few runs, and even 
cold-water washing is falling into disuse, the majoijty* of squatters preferring to 
ehcar the wool unwashed, or, us it is technically called, ” in the grease.” The* dis- 
advantage of this plan is that a heavy freight has Ahus to bo paid for Jihe conveyance 
to market not merely of the wool, but of the dirt ; byt this is counterbalanced^ by saving 
of expense and trouble in other ways, and the manufacturers afid buyers prefer wool 
shorn thua to tiiat which has been washccL .Very dirty wool is;^ jjiowever, rm^^ly 

washed o» “ scoured ” before being sent away, fdlly we[ghtr*in dirt being 

thus got rid of, and a corresponding amount of freight saved. In the case of remote 
stations, where the cost of cartage to the port of sliipment is •from £2 to £6 per ton, 
the sa>4ng thus effectect is obviously vciy considerable. 

The shearing is not performed by the orrlinary station hands, but by a class of 
men who make it a profession, ^nd who travel from slied to shed during the greater 
part of the year. They often acquire great skill, and there arc ‘many who can shear 
from 100 to 150 a day. Indeed, some have actually accomplished the feat of shearing 
800 ; . but this excessive speed is not encouraged, as it is found that the sheep are roughly* 
handled and cut in the endeavour to finish them quickly ; and on many stations the 
men arc not allowed to shear more J:han 100 a day. The rate of pay varies, but as a rule 
they ore paid £l for every hundred sheep. But out of this they have to set aside a portion 
as their contribution to the ration fund (for they board themselves), and to pay a man 

to cook for them. The life of this unlucky individual is not a happy -one, and a man 

must bo hard' up indeed to go jis a shearer’s cook, it being the custom — if we may 
parody the whist-player’s maxim — ** when in doubt to abuse the cook.” Astonishing 

as it mu^ seem, the shearer is as particular about his food as a club gourmet, and is 

ospoeially exacting in the matter of cukes. 

Shearers, generally work between six in the morning and six o'clock at night, 
suspending operations between 8 and 0 a.ra. for breakfast and from noon to 1 p.m. for 
dinner. In addition, short intervals of rest about a quarter of an hour’s duration are 
allowed at about 11 a.nu and 4 p.m., for the w'ork is terribly hard, and even when 
the weather is cool you may see the sweat dropping in great beads* from the men’s 
faces. Kaoh of these short intervals, during which tea and cake are passed round, is 
technically called a Smokc-Oh \ ” * . 

The shearing is carried on in a substantial stnicturo called the wool-shed. 
These arcs not all built upon precisely the same plan, but all are very sijnilor,. 
<H)nsi^ting*of a main hall, w4th the sides opening into shoep-'pens, an^ havmg at one 
*ond a largo press, and a classing table surrounded by bin$k The shearer first senses a 
sheep fn)in one of the pons, called the “ catching pen,” and sets it with its 

fore-legs under his arm. With his right hand ho then shears the belly, runnihg up 
the nock, next shears dowm the near, or, as it is called, the "first”- side; then, 

# ff * 

turning tho Bheep, goes down tho ot}’, or "whipping” side, and at length the fleece 
lies upouHhe floor completely severed, but unbrok^,* whilst the sheep is let^ into a 
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counting out” pon, which the person in charge of the shed from time lo time emptiosi 
marking the nuiribcr shorn in his book against the shearer's name. Often the sheep ore 
, rather badly cut, for the shears are very sharp, and inflict an ugly wound. When this is 
the case* the shearer calls for “^Tar,'* a pot of which is brought by a boy charged ^t^ 
the duty, and ho \hen dabs a mass of it upon the wound. This rough-and-ready 
suigory eflectually stops the bleedyig, and the sheep may then bo let go without its 
^ being mugh the woi^. Should a man, however, be observed to bo careless and gash 
the sheep imduly, Ho mil probably Ih) summarily discharged by the person in charge of tho 
sh gd. As sogn as the ghoep is let go, and while the shearer in seizing ^notker, one of 
the catches tji(3 ne^vly-sovered fleece, taking care not to break it, and 

conveys it to the table where staiuLs the “chisser” and his assistants. Their duty is to 
take ofi* the “ skirt ” and dirty portions of tho fleece, and to direct in which of several 
bins it is to be placed. This dojiends upon tho quality of the w^l. but it is tho Vashion 
nowadays to make as few cla.sses as possible, as the wool is invariably re-sorted after 
being sold. The portions <lctaMicd are put in plae-es \»y themselves, labelled “ first and 
scedRd pieces,” "bellies,” and "locks.” Tlu5 skirtings removed frem tho fleece are called 
"pieces,” and are “first” or “second” according to quality and cleanness. Tho stray 
of wook tho clippings from tho sheep’s legs, and tho sweepings of tho floor, are* 
the " locks,” and arc of course the least valuable of all. Tho conUmts of tho bins and 
• roceptaclc.s are emptied from time to time into bags^ of stout canvas, technically called 
“pacte,” and are subjected to great jircssure in the wool press. They are th<m sewn up 
with packing twine, and become the wool bales such as are seen in tho wharves of tho- 
Liverpool or London iloeks, but they have probably been subjected to further pressim^ 
in tluj hold of the vessel in which they are convoyed. This is effected hy means of 
screw-jacks, and is called “dumping.” The wool is frequently insured from t]^(^ time it 
is severed from the .sheep’s bacik, and advances are often made by woolbrota^rs and 
others upon the next year’s clip. A .scjiiattcr told the writer that his fortune had been 
made by a heavy loss. His wool hiul been in.sured to its full value, and tho ship 
containing it being burnt in Port Phillip IJay, ho obtained the full amount of tho 
insurance. When the wool sent home at t^o time reached tho market, tho prices had 
fallen, and only a small sum was obtained for it. To tlic scpuitter it Ttiadc all the 
difference between bankruptcy and solvency, and ho is now one of tho richest men in 
thc*^!olonies. ^ . 

As has^ been already mentioned, the merino sheep is tho one almost invariably 
kept in Australia for wool-producing purposes, on account of tho superior quality of 
its fleece. Another reason for its popularity is its extreme hardincas ; it will live where 
a laigfi sheep wbuld <lie. . In a country whore water is scarce and droughts prcAwl, 
this is a great consideration. “ Any country,” said an experienced squatter, “ will cany 
sheep, provided, you give them enough of it, provided there* bo actually sufficient 
food, thoiigtf^e sheep have to travel long distances to got it. It is only very good 
countiy that^ will carry a sheep to tho acre all tho year round ; much will not cany 
a sheep to ''ten acres. The great error that is nqplc is that of overstocking,^ but the 
temptations thereto are very greofc^ Should ho be blessed with good seasons, the- 
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•squatter obtains the wool from twice as many sheep as his run will fairly carry, and* 
rapidly becomes rich ; but should bad scjisons come, or the much-dr^ded drought set 
in, he will lose two-thirds of his sheep, and ^ be ruined. Sheep-farming under such 
•circ^imstancos becomes gambling.” Many stories are told* of the freaks of fortune in 
''connection with squatting. One man at the end of a long drought buys a vcduable 
run for a mere song. Immediately upon the conclusion of the bargain, the wished- 
for rain has come and quadrupled its value. Another has invested his all in a 
station, and after pluckily holding on to it through a succession of killing seasons, is 
r ' - at length compelled ^to sell for a 

• fourth pf its valuji.--‘‘^-??5r"*sooner is 
delivery given than the drought 
breaks with torrents of rain, and a 
season ensues such us exceeds all 
previous years. The buyer is a 
mad6 man, the seller a beggar. 
Readers who live in England, where 
rain is usually only too abundant, can 
hardly imagine the donging for it 
that the struggling station-owner 
fools. He scans the horizon for a* 
likely cloud a dozen times a day ; 
he hopefully notes oven the smallest 
sign of a change of weather ; ho 
consults barometer and thermo- 
meter ; ho literally trembles with 
anxiety jus he lies awake at night, 
and listens to the pit-pat upon the 
comigated iron .roof of a few drops 
of rain from some passing cloud, 
BOBTiNQ. ^ light and fleecy; and when this is 

succeeded by the ominous stillness 
that shows that the hoped-for shower has passed away, he turns over vrith a stifled 
groan tp think of his sheep dying by hundreds, and beggary staring him in the « face. 
In the event of rain, the gauge is measured with the greatest accuracy. «Eveiy point 
is reckoned. Has there been a good fall, oveiy’^ono about the station beams with satis- 
faction Hoes the dmught continue, each might have lost a relative,* and been left out 
of. the will, so lugubrious is his expression. Tlie sheep lie. down and die by ^dozens. 
The cattle stagger to the creek, and going knee-deep into the mud, are too weak to 
drag themselves to the bank, and gradually sink and perish, whilst^the eagle-hawks 
peck out the eyes, and the dingoes gnaw the heaving flanks, of the st^' hying beast, 
whoso piteous lowings resoimd down the gully. The pure bush air is poisoned with the 
stench of carcases. The kargaroos, tno weak to hop away, stare hopelessly at the passing 
* traveller For miles and miles his poor Jaded horsdf'oarrios him over paddocks bare as the 
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roa^ All nature seem to gasp for water, water ! Then comes the rain, so long hoped 
for, wished for, prayed for. What a change ensues! The l(^g grass almost hides the 
posts and rails of ftie fences. The Mieep, or what remains of them, run strong and 
lusty aa» door. The horse, no longer jaded and stumbling, can hardly be controlled by 
his r^der ; and, iidl^ss the latter look to it, will send him high in air with a succession 
of flying buck jumps. ,It is hard riding now to head the mob of horses that it is desired 
to secure.^ Th5 squatter's face beams ; he rubs his hands and writes to towm for a now 



saddle for Sam, a rifle for Dick, and dresses for his wifts and the girls, and then falls 
to scannii^ Clio last reports of the wool sales. 

Wool is sold by the pound, and varies from 13d. for the best, to. 3d. for the worst, 
kinds. The highest price ever reached for any considerable amount was 23 Id. ; but 
perhaps 13d. may be considered a fair average price fr»r really good greasy wool. • (Consider- 
ing the enormous number of pounds sent to market by even a small station, it can hv . 
easily estimated what a difference will bo made by a rise or fall in its value, even of a 
fraction oT^Jbnny. It will often make all the diflbrcnco between a year of content- 
ment ano^od hope, and a year of annoyance, anxiety, and desperate -efforts to make 
ends meet. Accordingly, the reader will not find it fliflicult to understand the anxiet}^ 
witl)i which the squatters follow tht^w^l sales, both*in London and in the ColoniM capitals. 
85 . 
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ISjFor is tho sccn6 itself devoid of interest even to tho mere onlooker. Ranged in line 
along a vast hall are bales, upon bales of wool, distinguished by certain«cabalistic marks 
intelligible only to the initiated. For days before, the wool buyers — elkperts from England^ 
France, America, and half the countries of Europe — ^have been going their rounds among 
the bales, plucking out small i>articles of wool, scrutinising its fibre, •fbeling its fineness 
and quality, and entering in notebooks the result of their observations, and price 
that they consider it safe to give for that particular sample. The sAle da^ arrives. Tho 
auctioneer mounts his pulpit. Lot after lot is put up as bid for, the bidder rarely exceed- 
ing tho su?n sot down by him as his outside limit. Often lots are passed in, the wool 
not realising the reserved price put ujlon it by the 'squatter or shipper.^ •rt%uugh ' the 
sale is held in London, in a few hours its results will be flashed along a hundred wires, 
and will be known in remote stations in tho centre of Australia, on tho sandy Darling 
plains, and in tho far '6fF “ Never Never Country ” of Queensland. In the actual wool 
sold, however, the owner of the sheep upon whoso backs it grew feels little or no interest, 
for though many squatters still send their wool home atHheir own risk, it is often sold 
oven whilst upon tho sheep’s back, juid passes through tho hands of half-a-dozen miuxlle- 
mon — wool-brokers, stock and station agents, and squatting companies — ^before it is 
put up to auction in London. r 

Wool, although the principal, is by no means the only considerable article of export 
that Australia obtains from her sheep. Meat preserving is extensively carried on at 
Ilamomoy, in New South Wales, and at tho Lakes Creek, near Rockhampton, in Queens- 
land, and also at other places; and largo shipments of frozen mutton have been 
made, some of which have commanded good prices. Both these industries, hovrever, 
require dovolopraent, and it will probably be long ere they approach wool in importance. 
Still> they have made mpid strides of late, and Australia contributes her quota to feed 
as woU os to clothe tho Old World. 

Tho merino is a much smaller animal than cither the Lincoln or Leicester sheep, 
and accordingly tho joints of Austnilian look poor and small beside those of English 
mutton; but the flavour is very sweet, and most people who have “tasted and tried” 
prefer tho fomier. Tho wild open life of the Australian sheep gives it a “ gamey ” taste that 
almost suggests venison. On the whole, it is more like Welsh than any other British 
variety of mutton. In order to judge fairly of Australian mutton, tho visitor should taste 
it during the winter months, at which time it can he kept sufticicntly long to beciwe 
tender. In tho summer, owing to tho great heat, and the absence of ice chesfs and cool 
larders, it has to bo eaten too soon to bo pleasant, cither to palate or to teeth. Indeed, 
the great prevalcnico of decayed teeth among comparatively young persons in Australia 
may bo partly duo to this cause. In Qiieensland tho w-riter has frequently seen a sheep 
grazing in tho paddock at 4 p.m. and on the table in the shape of mutton-chops at 
6 p.m. Needless to say, these chops >vero a terrible strain upon the molars, and a 
diet of them vrould soon qualify any one for pulpit, bar, or stage, if museW^ strength 
of jaw were the only qualification necessary for those professions. It is this habit, arising 
partly from ne<!oasfty, partly from carelessness, of eating meat, too soon after killing, that 
has done much to get Australian mutton a bad^txi|me. Yet hundreds of carcases 'of 
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Australian sheep are' said to be eaten annually as English nnittonj^ the butchers purchase 
ing the frozen creases and quietly sclUng them to their customers at the ordinary price 
of fresh meat, without entering into el(tborate and troublesome explanations as to where 
they rerfly come from. 

•But "there is good time coming for the frozen meat trade, and it will probabl/- 
not bo Jong ere Australia will be l^nown not only os the “ Land of the Golden Fleece,” 
but as thg “Land of the Frozen Sheep” also. Then will the British workman make his 
Sunday dinner olf joints fattened on the plains of Riverina or the Darling Downs ; and 
Australia, lik^j a dutifuj daughter, will send her annual hamper of prftvisioiis to her 
Old MotHei at liomc, * 



WOOL SHED. 


228 


THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF VICTORIA. 


A PttMtoral Arcadia — The OrampiaiiB — ^Mouiite Sturf^eon and Abrupt —In the Good Old Days — ^The ** Chicago of 
the West*’— Volcanic Caves— Hamilton College— Springtime-^Redrnth — The Walloon Falls— The Xigretta 
Casoades — Coleraine — ^Australia Felix— Casterton— The Hentys — Merino Downs — ^Market-Day at Hamilton r 
—The Journey's End. * ^ ^ 

. . * 

ri'iHE tourist Iicnt on forsakiyig the luxurious comfort 

of his Melbourne, hotel for the brj^in^^tularation 
of a month in tlio Western District has choice of 
many routes and modes of - travel. Time and leisure 
may oftcr him the old-fashioned independence of a 
buggy and a pair of strong ponies, witli the resultant 
freedom from beaticm tnuiks; or immunity finin sea- 
sickness may suggest to him a delightful eoiisfing 
voyage by almost daily steamers round Capo Otway, 
to Warrnambool, Belfast, and the “Cradle of Victoria,'’' 
the old whaling town of Portland ; or, choosing tlic 
more [iractical railway, and taking on his way the’ 
historic towns of Ballarat and Ararat, h.c will find 
in the latter an appropriate point of departure — 
appropriate because he will then the more readily 
realise that ho is leaving the laud of gold and 
labour and commerce for the kingdom of wool and 
wealth, of pleasure and plenty. 

The Western District of Victoria is a pastoral 
Arcadia. Its mountains, rivers, lakes, and forests 
combine to make it at once a Paradise for the 
painter^ and an Eden for the keeper of sheep. 
Moreover, Cain and Abel may here contrive to live 
at peace. The variety of the soil and the amplitude 
of its d)onndaries leave no provocation for the slaughter of the shqphei*d by'^^tho. 
tiller of the grmmd. Ckmtrary to general Australian conditions, farming •and shcep- 
breoding can here co-exist, and the squatter and the frec-sclector can work hand 
in haiu^ and side by side. By a happy inspiration, the district was earlier called 
AiVstralia Felix, and fitly is it descril)ed as the (Jarden of Victoria. * 

Two trains only in the twenty-four hours run from Ararat, through Hamilton, 
to Portland, a total distance of 120 miles. One is a night train, by wjjich the joiuney 
of sixty-four miles to Hamilton is jxjrformed almost entirely in darkne^^ The other 
leaves at half-past one in the afternoon, and, as a capital luncheon is to be had 
during ^,tho stoppage at Ararat, the tourist will l)c in the temper for enjoying the 
three hours and a half of that “ slow and safe ’’“'rate of twentv miles an hour which 
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tho Victorian tVunk lines never exceed and seldom attain. Railway •accidents ought 
certainly to Ibe fare under such conditions^ as indeed they a^. 

Half-on-hour wiBl suffice to leavd the great gold-bearing c^uartz formations of tho 
dividing range well behind, .and tho lino then letuls out into the ])lain where tho rivoi’s 
flow no longer td Ibhe Murray* but direct to the sen. Trending southwards front tlip 
huge bulk of Mou 4 t 
William, ^the fbrmidablo 
barrier o^ tile Gra^fi- 
pian- Range, hems in 
this piahi with a w&ll 
which seems mn 

parallel with the rail-, 
way at some twenty 
miles distance from it. 

Every mile tleepons tho 
grC6n of the verdant 
pasture with which the 
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plain is clothed, «nd tlio in- 
creasing fro((Ucncy of tho 
slieoj) and cattle bespeitk our 
continuous approach to tho 
dominions of the w’ool-kings. 
Holder aiul more rugged loom 
the Grampian lieiglits against 
the western sky, and os tlie 
now slanting suif forsakes 
the deep sapphire of the 
noon for the paler opal 
of Jjhe coming eve, the lower margin of his azure field is bordured with an 
ever-deepening glow of amber-gold. A crimson and purfilo transparency of kceii 
serrated peaks, whoso vivid, clear-cut edges and points have replaced the grim 
bulks, range that lately obscured them, completes the harmony of tho 

colour chord, as a middle note between tho golden dominant of the distant sky 
and the rich emerald of the near postures at our feet. It ift tho famous Sierra 
Range, so named by the Pen]fi|^d!ar veteran, lilajor Mitchell, who, with the youthful 
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memories of Castillo and Nevada still fresh within him, thus baptised its saw-like 
outline. 

But the colour-pageant soon loses the brilliahcy which the dit^tance lends it; the 
plain is lost in bosky, low, undulating downs; and the traveller becomes aware that 
bis foute is rapidly converging upon the line of the* range itself Suddenly, after 
passing Glen Thompson, it is evident that while the majesty and height of the more 
marked mountains is incmasing, ho is bearing down more directly upon them, « 
until at last, like Boaz and Jachin, the two great* pillars of .Mount Sturgeon and 
Mount Abrupt ^tand sentinel on either side -of the gap through which^ho imagines 
he must pass’. As if unable to proceed further, •tlie train conies to a ^udtleh halt 
almost against the vertical wall of their precipitous sides, and the toifr^t, if he would 
not miss some of the most imposing scenery in the colony, should disembark at the 
mouutam station of Dthikeld, leaving his Hamilton destination to wait for him till the 
morrow. 

Looking up*at Mount Sturgeon and Mount Abrupt from the primitive ‘little village 
of Dunkeld, where the ancient gum-trees are stUl left growing in the middle of %he 
tracjks which do duty for streets, o’no is apt to fancy them much higher than they 
veally are, by reason of their precipitous w'alls rising almost sheer from tlin intervening, 
plains, llioir heights am variously estimated, but that of Sturgeon may be given as a 
little over 2,000, and that of Abnipt a little under 3,000 feet. • 

Sturgeon is the outermost buttress of the range, one line of which comes with it to 
a sudden tennination. Indeed, it is generally supposed that it w'as this circumstJinco 
which suggested at once to Major Mitchell its name of “ Mount Abrupt,” and that the 
later settlors have strangely interchanged the two appellations. Its most marked feature 
is the hnial which faces the south, and presents an inaccessible escarpment, some 700 
foot higl^ tn ednstered cohiiniis of whitish-grey silicious slate. Lighted by the glow of 
the earl}' morning sun, these <?olumns gleam with the brilliance of the illuminated 
pipes of some cathedral organ. From tho foot of this cscarj^mcnt, a graceful slope of 
the boulders and of many thousands of years has become embedded in a rich 

loamy soil, covoro<l with fern thicket and mossy patch, and clothed with a shady forest 
of gi'con gums and graceful wattle and acacia, till its lower deiinition is lost, where it 
merges into tho woods and pastures of the plain. 

In a walk from Dunkeld soon after sunrise the two mountains may be seen ^t . 
their l>ost‘ The gap between them is occupied by a peculiar circular basaltic mound 
known as tho Little Hill. Through the gap and round tho hill flows tho meandering 
rivulet known as tho AVannon, which, gathering force from the numerous creeks and 
mounUin ^streams on its way, will rejoice the tourist later on with the beautiful 
cascades at Nigrctta and tho majestic thunder of tho falls at Redruth. 

Tlie Little Hill will lotMi a good climber by a fairly easy ascent of some seven or 
oight miles to the verge of tho precipice at the summit of Mount The 

lively brown wallaby will frequently bound across his track, and the snake may often 
lurk at his feet. *Among the gigantic boulders near the top he may capture the 
burrowing«^aat-eating porcupine, thougli if perchanoe^d place it for a moment on the 
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stoniest ground, it will tax all fiis strength to drag it from the instantaneous burrow 
in which it *will defiantly embed itself. Scaling the tipper^ crags, in ravines that are 
at times gloomy and awesome froifi the impenetrable canopy of the overhang^g 
shadows cast by the beetling rocks, to may be startled anon by the whizzing whirl 
and. flutter of tlfef carrion ca§le-hawk, angry that the solitude of its eyrie should 1]|B 
disturbed by the ventpi'esomo intruder. * 

But the View • from the plateau at the summit will amply reward the climb. 
Eastward, |.o the “ uUnost purple •rim” of the horizon, stretches a limitless prairie of 
w&ving grass, gi’een now in the early spring, but parched and withered at midsummer 
by reason its smifller rainfall. nTho min-bearing continental winds, checTje<l by the 
great Sierra Riihge, pi-eci pi tate “nearly all their moisture upon the Victoria A' alley to 
the west, and looking down upon this beautiful vale, locked in on the western side by the 
parallel Victoria Range, the eya is delighted by evergreen swanls, ombollislied with 
park-like clusters of the beauteous bkw^kwood, acacia, and tree-fern, and mirri>rcd in 
little chainstof freshwater lakes and cattle-carrying e.Kpanses of marsh “or rceily swamp. 
Abmit tive-and-tweuty miles to the south-west a mirage may sometimes help to render 
visible the church spires and college towers of the “ Athens of the West," the town of 
• Haiyilton; aud if time be not lost in descent, a hurried dinner at Dunkcld may enable 
the tourist to join the evening train to that important Western centre. 

In the good ohi days when “Cobb” wiis king, Hamilton was tlio coaching centre 
of the Western District, the half-way station of thc^overland mail-ronto from Melbourne 
to Adelaide. Two resultant cliaraetcristics remain : an unusual siijicriorily in tho 
appointments of its substantial inns and coacbing-stablcs, and a passion, stronger 
than is usual even in Australia, for keeping and driving tho best horses and buggies. 
I’he soundest roads in tlie colony converge to the town fnim every dirccJtion, and by 
whichever one of them it bo apjiroached, the traveller feels, ns ho siglits ^lis picturesque 
goal, that his journey is at last bringing him to the restful haven where ho 
would be. 

Tlio enterprising enorg}^ of a town then barely a dozen years old, the wealth of pastoral 
and agricultural produce of which it was the einjioriura, and its aspirations to Ijocornc 
the metropolis of the district, led Sir CSiarles (hivan Dufty, some twenty-five years 
ago, to iKJStow on Hamilton the ap|>ellatJon it long retained of tlio “ Chicago of the 
^\¥lest.” But, unlike its American namesiikc, the stability of its life needed no passing, 
through tJic*firo ; brick and stone, not wood, were its buildings ; and. with a population 
of 4,000, with lofty church steeples and ambitions school and college towers — all set 
on hills that they may not bo hid — it rejoices now in its more worthy title of the 
“ Athens of the West.” ^ • 

Let us look at it from its Acropolis, the college lawn on its north-western hill. It, 
is a bright sunny moniing in the early spring, .and tho air is crisp and clear, yet cool 
and fresh^^h the moisture here held in suspension all tho year through. When evening 
comes, saturation will be dispersed in tho gentle dews and showers tliat sustain all 
the year round the brilliance of the emerald grasses. The present Tjflect is to intensify 
and illumine the lovely cobalt tihie.of the Grampians and Sierras, with Stargeen and 
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Abrupt closing nn the wooded panorama on the eastern horizon. The lawn at our 
ieet is bespangled with the golden stars of the wild ranunculus, and as it slopes to 
the village, wo may fancy ourselves once more^^in an English ifieadow — a “verdant 
mead, with buttercups ablaze.” Sweet is it, too, “ with .the breath of kine* in the 
meadows ; ” for the town herd is leisurely rambling up the slope,* \>n its way back 
to tlie common. Here we see a bit of the old “ mark system ’ of ^Jaxon England : every 
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villager has his little patch of cultivation, and from every wicket-gate on the waysido 
the milkuAud is scndii\g her cow to graze with its fellows. And all the village is fragrant 
.with the curling blue reek of the gum-woo<l, Heating dreamily in thin gauzy cloudlets 
from every cottage chimney-sUick. And across the light hazy veil of the valley, 
over the tops of the evergreen thickets of myall and booby-aloes golden^lories of 
wattle and bnttorcup-jmsturcs gleam in the sunshine. Southwards the grassy knolls 
and rounded slopes* of Mount Pierrepoint are dotted here and there with rose-trellised 
white hou&cs, and through the rich black volcanic »soit of the intervening marshy flats 
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meanders and winds the stream cnaractcristically named by its Scotch “gossips” th§ 
Orange “bum,”® Away to the south the dead giant volcano, Mount Napier, sleeps 
with his purple head in the clouds, 1^500 feet above the sea. Far and wide in every 
direction his gigantic boulders and sti'eams of lava have flowed. To a distance of forty 
or fifty miles the^beds of ashes wore showered and scattered from his siim« 

mit, before the last great molten f^ood closed the vent of his terrible crater. 

On his yiorth- western slope, at the village of Byaduk, about fifteen 

miles fromt Hamilton^ wonderful *vol- \ canic caves exist, almost at the 
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^dlit of a gigantic ravine, paved and walled, for ^ a distance of a dozen miles, « 

right up# to the very lip of his crater, with " cyclopoan thundcrstonea 

These caves have not been thoroiiglily explored by reason of the mephitic vapours 
of their more remote interiors, but the stalactitic pillars and stalagmitic pedestals 
nearcf to their entrance.s are of exceeding and fantastic beauty, and present tlto fumjiliar 
resemblance of the column-clustered aisles of a Gothic cathedral. Deej) beds of guano - 
cover largo areas on the floors, the deposits of countless generations of birds tlirough 
pre-histor^'-^periods of time. For long distances on the high road from liyuduk to 
Macarthiir the driver will hear his buggy rolling with a hollow, muffled, rumbling 
sound over the thick basaltic crust which bridges with ^its roof undiscovered cavities 
of .vast extent in the ground Ifeig^eaih. The lava sheet has cooled and hardened into 
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polid rock» whiic tho undei^ground watcr-curronts have gradually dispersed the bedls of 
ashes and scoria upon >viiich it rested A similar cavc-ibrmation exists on a more 
magnificent scale at Narracoortc, in tho east of South Australia? Neither at Narra- 
coorto nor at Byaduk has the excavating water worked so near to the surfiioo as to 
make the roof thin enough to result in collapse; but between HanoVtr Bay and Berth, 
in Western Australia, there ore several acms of land covered with high sandstone 
pillars of singularly grotesque form. Mr. Do la Boer Wall, who fufnishds this informa* 
tion, compares one of the caves to “a vast unroofed cathedr^,!, lined with massive 
pillars forty high,” and another to “pedestals supporting the ruins of statues/ in 
solemn and lonely granflcur.” In thfi centuries come,^ the fraveller will probably 
pass through similar wonders on tlfo Byaduk and Macarthur roiftl. ^ 

Macarthur, a pretty little township, has sufiered by, tho loss of its more 
melodious native name — “ Euinoralla.” The river of that name flows past it, and 
debr>uches into Bortland Bay, tho town being about half-way between Hamilton 
and tho sea. In tho remote neighbourhood is Mouift Ecclcs, or Eg\g% on extinct 
volcano very similar to Moimt Gambier. Like that mount, it is extremely rich tii a 
perfectly black volcanic soil, from which the free selectors supply Hamilton and its 
outlying districts with enormous red potatoes. These remarkable tubars have •been 
known to measure thirteen inches long, with* a string-test girth of twenty-one inches. 
Like Gandiier, Mount Eccles has a perfectly circidar ultramarine crater-lake of 
almost unfathomable central depth, tho concave slopes* of its basin being girt* from 
margin to crater-lip with bush herbage of grass and fern and umbrageous forest and 
thicket. Tho sides of the mountain in their upper heights arc almost irnpassjxble with 
tho chaos of gigantic crags and bouldoiu Among their mcesses are dark and awesome 
caves, wherein of old tho aboriginal blacks hold their inaccessible fastnesses, bioaking 
tho logs, of tflo white settlora' sheep to prevent their straying back to the flocks, and 
devouring them at their leisure, and otherwise displaying all tho villainies of mountain 
banditti, until they su<!cumbed in a bloody battle of extermination. One of the 
features of &lount Gambier, by tho Avay, is its blue lake, of which we shall attempt 
no description, for to do justice to its beauties it would be necessary to break into 
poetry. ^ 

Wo must return lor a moment to the Hamilton College Lawn. Tho College, 
lot it l>o said, is fulfilling the high ambition of its founders, and it speaks volumes 
tho liberal and lofty aims of its original projectors that the sum of £10,00d should have 
boon employed by a local pastoral dircetorato in building and establishing what was 
designed to be the great Bublic School of tho Western District. A furlong lower down, 
on ,the tbwnward s]o|)o, stands the parallel foundation of the Ladies’ College, loyally 
named, after the Briucess of Wales, the Alexandra College, and built at a cost of about 
£0,000. It is an Australian whim to call most upper schools “colleges,” the term 
“ State School ” being reserved for the elementary fii*st-grade schools prcN4^* every- 
where free by tho Government, and managed by the Education Deportment. Of these 
elementary, Hamilton possesses one of the largest and best, where the lower middle- 
classes xrffiy obtain all the commercial education they^require. 
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The College precincts are sacred to the classic muse and the omnipresent bush- 
magpia Here ho may warble all day long on the lujiiid ,• mellifluous notes of his 
Doric flute, fit pipe Indeed for academic gi*oves. Proud ho seems of his high-sounding 
title of •gymnorhina leuconata, and with melodious industry ho “tunes his sii^)plo 
song*’* to deserve •His happy leuconotic reputation — sweetest and brightest, most cheery 
and sociable of all Australian bi^s. The little magpie-lark has also his collegiate 
ambition but *liis ihorc elegant and gmceful figure remains in modest silence by the 
hedgerow iy the outskiits. Here, too, the “careful robin ej'os the delvor*s toil,” juid as 
he snatcdies the worm ^ from the gardener’s furrow, he turns to us a«crim^on-scarlct 
breast that gleams in* the ^un bo»i(le the goldbn buttercups like a living coal. The 
hues of his English dousin wouM pale beside him *inottectual. In the primeval gums 
ovcrliciul, and on the more modern apple-tmes of the cottage gardens at the foot of 
the slope, multitudinous swarms of parrots hold their shrill parliament in defiffneo of 
all collegiate dtjcorum or control. The town-herd has disappeared to its pasture, the 
town has finfshed its breakfast; the tiros have died on the hearthstones, and tlio scent 
of fhc blue reeks from the gum-wood has given place to the opening odour of the 
swoetbriar fences and the delicious perfume of the copses of golden wattle. In English 
meadows it i?* the may flower and the hawthorn that sweeten “ the bmozy cull of in-’ 
cense-breathing mom.” In Australia every native shrub and tree is redolent c»f balmy 
» perfume, but the golden wattle is still the hawthorn-king of the perfumed realm. The 
Poet •Laureate has painted the hues of an English s[>ring-timo in four linos of iinsur- 
])asscd and undying colour. It remamed for an Australian poet, loving landscape and 
natiu’e with a Tennysonian love, to limn in one vem) the vernal beauty and balmy 
breath of the Australian breezy upland : — 

** In the Hpring. when the wattle-bough trembles 
'Twixt sliadow and shine, 

And each dow-ladon air-draft resembles 
A sweet draught of wine t ” 

Poor Adam Lindsey (xordon — exile, roughrider, poet, and suicide — tuned his harp in 
the sequestered valley of Coleraine, twenty miles from Hamilton. Tlie breath of his 
music has sweetened a continent. 

^ ^ Two or three delightful days may be spent in thus admiring the Western metropolis " 
and its suiroundings, leaving the greatest lion of all, the Waiinon Falls, fi>r the day of 
departure. The completion of the present railway route, by way of the cereal plains 
and' malice scrub beyond Stawell and Horsham, ha.s deprived modem travellers of 
the cHhrming drive thithei:, although if they would see Cavendish, which lies soiflo sixtpon 
miles north of Hamilton, they cannot “ train it ” thither if they would, Hut the coach 
no longer runs to the Falls, for it was only “ the mails ” which made it pay ; but the tclurist 
will nol jfr.Ser, for he can hire the far pi'cfcrable ponies and buggy, and have them 
sent back from Casterton when his drive is done. Starting early after breakfast, a 
two-milo trot will cany ns past open common-land, stilly dotted with a few isolated 
giaiKt weeping gums, stately as English oaks, to the top of the hill near the iSlbccoursc. 
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Very English the land- 
scape still * remains. Tlie 
weary monotony of the ever- 
Jasting miles of *'post and 
rail” fcnhfaig has not- yet 
obtruded itself, but the pad- 
docks and cultivated fields 
and roadside are .marked out 
and delimited by bushy green 
licdgcs of wattle and prickly * 
acacia, fragrant now with abundance of 
golden bloom. The road, too, like a 
Surrey lane, has wound and entwined 
itself at its own sweet will down 
through the hollows imd across the 
brook, until it reaches a mossy *iern- 
fnnged dell, thick with tangled copse 
of the sweetbriar roso^ and Ivjiiey- 
suckle. But the merciless Homan rectiline- 
arity of the Government survey soon assorts 
itself. The scenery changes, and at the top 
of the next rise we enter the long straight line 
between the prosaic rail fence, which in Australia 
so constantly wearies the landscape painter’s heart. 

“ Rule a straight line,” says the Victorian surveyor. 

WASNON FALLS. roacl-making idiosyncrasy of the Land De- 

partment is to rule a straight line on the office 
map, anef to force the road along it, through marshes and rivers, up hill and down 

dale, over precipices, if tluy insist on getting in the way, but still, quocunque 7nodo, 

along that ruled straight line. 

The road, nevertheless, is a c.apital one for the practical purpose of “going,” and 
over the fences the thickly-timbered, undulating, and deep-grassed country is picturesque 
enough. A vast stretch of it is soon visible ais wo rise liighor — a rolling, waving, bfti"'. 
billowy sea of rounded gum-tree tops, crested with the saffron foam of their feathery 
vernal leaflets, and merging miles away inU) the bright fleecy clouds where the distant 
pearly hills vanish into the horizon. 

, Redruth is soon reached, and so suddenly that wo seem to drop down upbn the 

roofs of the little hamlet a.s soon as we sight it. There is a capital inn both for 

man and for beast, and tlio beer, the luncheons, and the dinners enjoyed by the 
numerous picnic-parties who rendezvous here are the pride and boast -district. 

So we sample their quality, leave our horses with the stable-boys, and wander away to 
the Falls, 

HaK-a-mile upwards goes the track, over snfooth, marshy meadows, gleaming with 
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the ruby stars of millions of tiny little sim-dows, past the low tumuli which mark the 
blacks burying-Jfround, and with the brambles and gum-trees and block-woods all 
around alive with rosMlas and minahs, wid green parrakocts and native robins. Suddenly 
the shrril chorus of the feathered concert is drowned in the deafening roar of the 
cataract. The grMy sward drops without warning into the Titanic abyss of an imifienso 
circular cliasm^ whose • y bottom is scarcely visible through the rolling clouds of 
purple spray 
that float lui- 

m 

ceasing up^ 

wards from • 

the boiling ^ ^ • . 'V 

level with thb 
ripplwl cur- 

rent* uf tho Cf ! ' 

river, as it . ' O' ■>. 

glides swiftiv 

mil.- i.i^i,'i :.JM|||| 

and iinruitlod ; ^ 

course, be- • ■ 

tween its 

gi’ccri meadow jj "I 

margins, to an --r,... . I 

unseen horse- 
shoe under- 

cut basaltic horsham. 

precipice. 

Then, with a sudden curvilinear 
leap, the waters fling themselves j 

4ibdily, in majestic thunder, over I 

the* prcfflpice into the swirling | 

cauldron of turmoil a hundred | 

feet below. So vigorous is the I 

leap *that an easy passage is left | 

for us under the great arch of I 

the cataract, over the iron-stone I 

boulde^- at the foot of the pre- I I 

cipica If the bank be followed ^ ^ 

a short distance down from the acrsii tiocke ‘ 

Falls, a winding ledge will disco\ger ^ botanical gardens, ■" 
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a path down tho inner wall of the pool to the level of the fiooda Cyclopean crags and 
boulders of dolerito strew ttic bed of the gulf ; tho tenderest ferns and the softest mosses 
and gayest lichens adorn their water-worn outlines; from the pulverised deposits of 
thousands of years in their crevices spring the ^vattlo a^d the heather, the •scented 
^ssfi&ras, tho bashy blackwood, and the sapling gum. " Above, ardRnd, and between 
them, the freshening clouds of foam are arched by tho morning sun into magic fairy 
rainbows — a glorious temple of tho gods, carved in the everlasting 'hills* and ^ with tho 
roar of tho eternal thunder ever raging over all. 

An emineiy^ geologist. Dr. J. E. Taylor, thus accounts for the building of this 
temple : — Tlie water,” ho says, comoi? over a harder stratum of volcanic rock, which 
has covered up beds of volcanic ashes. The latter are softer, and the spray of the 
water is ccjustantly eating them away, and is thus undercutting tho overlying bed 
of hard* rock. This is *thon broken oft* in fragments, and tho huge masses in the river- 
bed l>eneath were all detached in this way. Thus the Falls are constantly working 
themselves backwards, and the whole of tho river-gorge, three miles in length, has been 
eaten away by the slowly retreating cataract. The volcanic lavas and ashes caif be 
easily studied in tho section beneath the Falls. Embedded in volcanic ashes we see 
tile trunks of partly-petrified and partly-carbonised trees, which were killed by*, the . 
hot asho-s descending from tho crater of Mount Napier, a dozen miles away.” This opinion 
is confirmed by what' occuiTod not long since in Now Zealand, where forests and vogeta- • 
tion were overwhelmed by hot ashes to* a radius in some instances of nearly » fifty 
miles, and subsequently buried beneath tho lava-flood. 

lleforo resuming our drive, wo secure a couple of saddle-horses at tho inn, and 
ride up tho river-bank five or six miles to tho Nigrotta Ca.scades. The pretty winding 
reedy bod of the stiuam is not unlike tho country-side around tho Cumberland rivulets, 
on tho roall from Keswick to tho foot of I » lies water; but tho Cascade, when wc reach it, 
more resembles tho peat-stained yellow foam of an autumn spate in a highland burn. 
Less majestic than tho Tlcdriith Cataract, but of infinite and more varied beauty, are 
the Nigrotta Civscades. Tho bmildei’s have reversed their situation ; they shatter tho 
torrent in tho upper bod into a luuidrcd churning freshets, which are again converged 
by tho rocky walls on to the irregular jaggefl ridges of a lino of broken precipices of 
various heights, over which they rush and roar into an eddying whirlpool in the open 
-^**•00 current below, Tho Waunon has tm veiled here, in a semicircular bend, aboat . 
forty mil 6 s in circumforonco, from its head-waters at tho foot of tho Sierr^is. Little 
brooklet as wo there sivw it, its narrow bed, “ with many a curve and shallow,” is powerless 
to control the spring floods of its wide basin ; and if the traveller had time to visit 
Cavendish,^ al>out half-way in the bend, he would l>e delighted with lake-like sheists of 
limpid w*atcr, bright and clear and still, recalling to his memory tho islet-dotted’ expanses 
of the English Westmorland. 

But tho noon is past, our buggy-ponies are rested, and luncheon is ready at^Bedruth, 
in time for an early start for Coleraine. Away over the graceful bridge of wooden piles, 
and by a gentle assent from the valley, we emerge, under a hot afternoon sun, on to 
an apparedtiy ondloss straight track o^ sandy yellow liighway. It is well wooded on .all 
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side^ and although it is four chains wide, yet in the distimeo the brandling boughs of 
the huge eudalypti seem to meet overhead. In the far visu^ a broad, shallow sheet oi 
bright sky-blue watep lies across our track, an<l the leafy cuoalyptic arch is mirrored 
in its bosom. Ferns and flowers and leathery foliage line its long mai*gin in fairyland 
profusion. Eagerly* our little ponies hurry onward to lave their lioatod and dhsty, » 
hoofs in its cool deptha Rapidly we seem to bo nearing it. when suddenly it vanishes, 
almost from txftieath our very foot.* It is tho familiar optical delusion of the desert 
mirage, alw^s to be seen on this long sandy tnxck in a rarotiod atmosphere. 

There is no variation in tho country for some ten miles, and then, tho change is 
“ veiy sudden, as wo ditip into .the water-shed of* tho KoroiUs Crock, an iihp(>rtant arm 
of the WannoiL Tho heavily- ttinborod plateau is* replaced by clean-shorn, hillocky 
downs, in outward appearance very like tho chalky barrows of Sussex, but with a 
diflereut interior anatomy. Presently tho suggested likeness fe strengthened* by a 
feature similar -to tlio famous Devil’s Dyke near Rrighton. For vre get a bird’s-eyo 
vie\Y, as wo jound a dangerous steep bend in tho roaid, of a wide-spVeading, richly- 
grasoed expanse of flat meadow-land below us. with the creek winding through it, and 
tho village of Coleraine — in its normal condition of fur ntrate — basking lazily in 
the .^jjLinsliine pi the hollow of tho hills. Approaching the village, it is soon that the. 
surrounding hills enclose a long oval grazing-marsh, well watered, not only by tho 
* creek, but by numerous deep “water-holes,” or ponds, tho location of these, like the 
0001*80 of tho river, being indicated by venerable Avniitc-stommcd weeping gums, under 
whoso shatle tho cattle ruminate in drowsy clusters, as under amtient elms in Surrey 
park-lands. Pictumscpie “ bits ” the painter will find everywhere, green as the (Jheshiro 
meadows, and with cattio groups that seem like tho cows in Syilney Cooper’s pictures. 
Here it wjis that the veteran Australian puf/Haf/lste, Louis Huv(jlot, foiuifl tho subject 
for the picture wliich is one of tho cliief omaments of the Melbourne • CaHery ; and 
hero have been celebrated the “green fields of Coleraine” in song by tho tjaniuH loci, 
Lindsey Cordon. 

We are in tho very heart of Australia Felix, when; its first explorer. Major 
Mitchell, described his delight in “ tho soft sward of tho emerald mea<luws, gay with 
innumerable golden flowers of a species wild raiuineuhis.” Tho Major’s visit was 
in 1830, when the aboriginal and tho kangari>o hcild nialisputcd dominion. The suc- 
cpfMiing half-century has witnessed tho consolidation of tho wool-king’s empire, and.«. 
meset are Jiis^ provinces. In the village wo And tho bullock-dray loaded wiCh wool- 
packs, or with faggots of brown wattle-bark, richest of all cuticles in tannin. Tlius tho 
bullock browses in tho copse that will turn his hide to leather, just as the eagle 
“ wing» tho shaft that quivers in his heart.” The showers in which tho young spring 
duckling revels hasten also the growth of tho succulent green pea, and both will bo , 
eaten together. 

Fifty miles is a mere Sabbath-day’s journey for Austnilian bush horses, and our 
ponies wiB carry us cheerfully over tho twenty miles ahead to Casterton. Tlio drive is 
through the famous “ Downs of Iramoo.” By many tourists it is i\jckoned tho finest 
in Yictoiia, while some have ccflnjpared it to a journey in the Highlands. *Ccrtainly 
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of hill and dale, down and valley, purple peak and sloping brae-side, there is abundant 
variety. Still, there is no heather, no piney waste of deer-forest, no Rgrahite goi^e of 
fruitless wilderness, but everywhere and on all hftnds the rich deep chocolate soil, pro- 
lific in grassy pasture, and nourishing the wool on the bocks of thousands of sheep. 

jGenSroiis, too, is the land to the hand of the tiller; tf he do but* “tickle it with a 

hoe” it will “laugh with a harvest.” 

The descent to Castorton is almost as steep as that to Coleraine. But the verdure 

of the latter entitled it to its Irish appellation, while Casterton is more distinctively 

Caledonian. It is a straggling Scotch borough, where the Warnlon, with many a swirling 

eddy and, deep trout-pool and pebbly shallow, delivers its tribute wave to the Glenelg 

River. Wo have reached 

the limit of Australia 

>« 

Felix, the last town on 
the overland route to 

Adelaide before we cross 
that much-disputed Hist 
Eastern meridian wdiich 
constitutes ^ the artificial 
boundary of “ South Aus- 
tralia.” Hero let us rest 
for the night, and r/itum 
to Hamilton by railway 
to-morrow. 

The loop-line from 
this town of Casterton 
to Hamilton joins the 
Portland main trunk at 
Rranxholme. The stations 
on the railway take their names from the richest and oldest sheep-nms of the colony 
— Henty, Merino Downs, Grassdale, Mumdal. It is the land of the Golden Fleece. If 
the tourist will got out at Merino, ho need only walk a hundred yards to the first 
station-hornostead of the earliest settlom, the Merino Dowms estate of the patriarchal 
“Henty family. j. 

The story of their settlement Ls remarkable. When Major MitcheH made his 
historical j«nirney overland from Adelaide to Portland, in 1886 — christening Australia 
Felix, discovering the Coleraine pastuivs, passing through these park-like downs, and 
naijoing the valley of Hamilton “ The Gmngc ” — he was astonished most of all iy the 
sight of the whaling- boats and the little wooden house with its garden in the keeping 
of the Hentys at Portland Iky*. The Major prepared his camp for an advance on this 
supposed nest of pirates, w'hile the Hentys barricaded the windows and doors (o resist 
what they thought were bushrangers who had escaped from Botany Bay. When mutual 
explanations had Ifcen made, the Hentys told the Major how they had brought a' small 
merino ft^jRek with them eighteen mont&s before from Tasmania, and had established these 
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and their lucrative whaling plant at Portland. Edward Henty landed at Portland Bay 
on the 19th of November^' 18S3. Ho was the first colonist who set foot fia Victoria, called 
at that time the Port Phillip District of New South Wales. He '"made the first plough, 
tun^id the first* furrow, planted the first vine, shod the first horse, and sheared 'the first 
bheep in Victoria,” but ho did not penetrate the interior until Mitcliell related to ‘him 
the story of the marvellous country through which ho had^ just passed. It waa 
in 1887 that Edward Henty’s brother Stephen, then, started Vrom PortJ.and with 
their little flock of* merino sheep, and initiated the occupaticn of ** squatting” by 
establishing thdr run, like Hebrew nomaclic* patriarchs, on the .hills which they named 
the “ Meiino Downs,” The sheep population of' Victoria, has grown frtmi that small 
beginning to its present census ot over ten millions! Wool, not quartz, is the matrix 
of Victorian wealth. " Sheep,” says the Spanish proverb, “ have golden feet, and the 
print of their footsteps turns the land to gold.” 

Ilio superiority of the strain of tlie Victorian merino is due to Mr. Thomas Henty, • 
the father of the first colonist The flock was fonned in England a century or so ago by 
pure sheep culled from the royal merino flock of King George the Third. In Henlield*s 
“ History of Sussex ” it is written that “ in the year 1796 Thomas Henty, Esq., pur- 
chased the demesno lands in the parish of West Tarring, consisting of 281 acres . . , 
The brceil of merino sheep has been brought to a high state of perfection by Mr. Henty, 
and many from his flock have betyi sent to New South Wales.” This flock carried off 
all the show prizes in England until they were barred from competition bccauAc no 
flock in Engliuid could beat them. Tliey repeated the feat in Tasmania until, on the 
death of old Thomas Henty, in 1889, the whole of liis prize flocks w^orcj transfenud to 
the sons Edward and Stej^hen at tlio Muntham and Merino Downs station in Victoria. 
To them the best Victorian studs truce their origin. 

The Merino Downs estate is now in the possession of the last survivor of the early 
patriarchs, Mr. Francis Henty, aftectionately known as “Uncle Frank.” Its extent is 
14.000 acres, and it carries, without any stress, the remarkable average of over three sheep 
to the ixcrc*. One sheep to the acre moans fine land in Australia, for it must be noted 
that such a thing as stall-feeding is well-ni<^i unknown. The sheep live entirely on the 
natural grass, they are never housed, and they roam for miles, at times, without even 
the shelter of a green hedge. The strength of a chain is only that of its weakest link, 
‘'and, in stocking even such fruitful pasture as the Merino Downs, account must be tak ^\7 
of the scandty of feed at midsummer, wdicn all herbage is parched for six or seven 
weeks, and when a “ bush fire ” will lick up the gross-stubble faster than a horse can 
omiter to overtake it The precaution here, as everywhere, is to plough a double furrow 
on" each side of long strips, and then bum oft' the strips in the early summer, ’*6n the 
same princijde as iron ships are protected from foundering by isolated watertight com- 
part.ments. The property is mapped out by post-and-rail and wire fences into forty 
IHuidocks, containing each from twelve to twelve hundred acrea Som^. ridea of 
the magnitude of Australian stations may be gathered, not only from this area, but 
from the live stock, vrhich consists of 88,000 sheep,* 2,000. head of cattle, and 150 
horses. Shearing begins early in October, and Msts about seven weeks, the wool-shed 
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accommodating sixteen shearers, who jointly shear* 1,100 a day. There is Very little a^?ri-. 
culture, though the capacities of the soil for that pursuit are unlimited. Only about 100 
acres are cropped annually to meet the, requirements of the homestead. 

The* house is of the most ^primitive kind, with stables and garden and outhoyses, 
all of the old-fashioned onler, relics of the earliest days. In the garden an English*' 
oak, planted forty years ago, boasts the "growth record” of the colony. Its branches 
spread over a diameter of sixty-threa teot, and its trunk-girth, tiva feet above ground, 
is ^ven feet and a quarter. In tho orchanl the vino and the tig-tree typify the land 
of plenty. Xpry beautiful is the landscape in every direction ; but •the •venerable 
owner, the last of his generation^, tAkos not his 2 >leasure “in trim gardens,” but enjoys 
the eventide of a nobtc litc in “retired leisure” in * Melbourne. 

Murndal, the settlement of the W inter-Cookes, represents a very diffei*cnt order 
of homestead. Lying in a 
valley, with a circular belt 
of hills on the opposite 
river-bank, the approach tq 
it over the down.s is not. 
nnlilro the descent to Coler- 
aine. There is nothing to 
•indicate tho haphazard 
campthg o^ a nomad piistor ; 
rather docs it suggest the 
• substantial castle, with its 
hamlet dependencies, traiis- 
plantcd from feudal Eng- 
land. And it looks quite 
jis venerable. The ivy 
mantles all tho walls, the elms are no longer saplings ; pines and lindens east warm 
shadows on red-tiled gables, and across tho lawn flits the English pheasant, with 
tho blackbird and tho thrush. Within there is all tho aristocratic tone of 

tho “big hoii.se” of an English country squire.* Heritage, not heat of early 
toil in the wilderness, gave Mnmdal to its present owner, who, an ohl Cheltonian, 
* 1 " *Cantab, aiyl a barri.ster of Lincoln's Inn, represents the landed gentry .of tho 
old tfoimtry rather than the lucky shepherd of the new. * His sensible rec^ognition 
of the duties of the stewardship of his wealth have brought him homage such as 
might be paid to a lonl of the manor, and his familiar title in the Westeru^ District 
is “ the. young Laird of Mumdal.” • 

Returning to Hamilton by tho evening train, tho 'visitor, before finally leaving it, 
should take the chance of seeing its Saturday market and cattlc-salos. Early in tho 
morning ^baskets of eggs, fresh butter, Devonshire cream, well-cured bacon, and plump 
poultry, will be brought ^ every door by solid and stolid Gorman farmers' wives. 
They come in their waggons froiq Hochkirch, thre» or four*miIes away on tho Pjjnshurst 
road; and from Hermhut, a Lutheran ^community and Moravian ^mission, which started 
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•with the apostblic simplicity of “ all things in common.” But the idea w^ chimerical, 
as the equity courts disdbvered, and peasant proprietorship is now thS more prevalent 
condition. Down in the sale-yards the language, is polyglot — high* German, low Dutch, 
rugged Gaelic, the rich brogue of the Irish, the drawling twang of the young Australian, 
*with the stentorian tones of Robert Stapylton Brcc, lung of auclioneers, ringing in 
clarion English over all Hero may bo bought milch cows for .£4 or £5, herds of fat 
bullocks at £3 apiece, sheep at from half-a-crown to seven shillings, pigs fior half-a- 
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sovereign, and horses for £50 down to five shillings. Everything is in the open air — ^no 
shod, no awning — and the sheep and cattlo occupy an immense paddock of draft-yards* 
separate^l by high post and rail divisiona The auctioneer runs about ^ like a blUsp^ 
jacket on the top of the highest rail, while the buyers sit on horseback, or squat on the 
fences, or lounge and smoke among the cattle, or wedge themselves among the buggy- 
wheels wherever they ean. Life in a bucolic country makes rumination infective, and 
there is no more contented ruminant than he who buys no liullocks and shears nd sheep, 
but settles himself on top of a friendly post in the morning sun. drinks long draughts 
of the delicious balmy spring air, and, amid the lowing herds and the bloating sheep, 
beguiles the markQt-hours with pipe and sketch-book in the contemplation of Hijpuiltonion 
character. 

i • 

But a roUiu}; stone canuot stay^to gather moss. Our route lies eastward away to 
the Dead'Sea of Oorangamite and the country of t&at .cWming colonist, the wild Knglish 
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rabbit We travel by Cobb’s coach twenty miles to Pcnshiirst overshadowicd by tho sugar- 

loaf cone of Mount Rouse. Tho fences now are very different from tho green hedges 
we left at Hainiltoil The fields are* jail marked out by unmortared stone walls, the 
material supplied by the dead volcano; and tho physiognomy of tho country resembles 
the • stone-dyke ch&racter of Galway or the Lowlands. By Garamut, Hexham, IttorV. 
lake, and Perang, we pass, and so arrive, along tho route of a projected now railway, 
at the pfcsent* terminus of the Geelong line to Camperdown 



SYDNEY FROM THE SOUTH HEADSl 

i 

'rh« South Hfiadn—WatHOii’s Bay— The Lighthouse — Fort Denison— The Pinchgut I^nd — 

® Wooloomooloo — Night. ^ , , 

1 00KIN6 down fi*om the giddy height of 
^ South Heads, we can. tee, outside, the 
white foam incessantly beating .against the 
broken masses of fallen rock and the ocean 
(leh'tnH, while above range the shelves and * 
jagged points of that vast wall of ever- 
wearing sandstone, and away towards the 
distant horizoii heaves the blue ocean, not 
many shades deeper than the soft and velvety 
sky over our • heads, upon which float the 
sunny, violet-shaded cloud-masses that*' •one 
likes on summer days dreamily to gaze upoa 
A little way towards the .north we see 
the North Heads, with Watson's Bay dark 

and purply in the afternoon shadows. These « 
North Heads spread along clear and sharply 
deflned against the deep-blue waters, the 
sea-line of which reaches to the tops of • 

tlie beetling stone cliffs. Tlio sea is dotted with ships and sails of all sizes and 

shapes, from the coasting steamers, filled wdth passengers, to the snowy, bird-like 
yachts that Vikim along the surface. Watson’s Bay, >vith its cluster of houses and 
exposed rocks peering from amongst the heaths and grasses, shines out brightly 

above the sapphire vraters, except where the spot of shadow falls abruptly over the 
dirts which face towanis the sea. From our point of View only a sloping hillside, 
bathed in sunshine, extends down to the silvery sands, with clearly-marked cottages, 
and hero and them a villa of more pretentious appearance, half-concealcd amidst 
its bowers of foliage. Between us and Watson’s Bay is a spread of heath, with the 
~ glory of the golden .sun upon it, gleaming upon white rocks, and causing spots wh6a0 
yesterday’s rain lias filled the holes and hollows to glisten with tiny sparkles of distant 
colour, where wattle-flower and native fuchsia blend indefinitely’; while between us 
and that sunny spri^od are seen darker lines of scrub and flowers, as the forms and 
sh^low details come out morn distinctly. 

At our back the south lighthouse towers up boldly,' with whitewashed cottages 
at its base, as we turn and walk towards Sydney, seeking for the best standpoint 
from wliich to gain a general view of this most perfect and romantic harbour, now, 
as tho sun hangs over its spires and houses, a scene of mystexy and delight in 
the occasional glimpses that we get of it between the trees and bushes, while the 
clouds Settle down and mix with the smoke from factories and steamers. At length 
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we ' come upon a turn of the road whei-e a cutting in the rocks givf s to us the op- 
portunity, -with, a little climbing, of obtauiing what we refjuiro. These rocks havC 
been blasted, and se are clean cut ; • but they have a verdant hill behind them, and 
all dowji their iron-stained sides the Vater streams constantly, making clear }K)o1s at 
the . roadside, and^*with the forns and grasses, presenting just the foreground at which, 
a painter might aim if he were composing his subject. 

To the right ^f the prospects stands a thickly-coated gum-tree. It catches the 
light of the yet high sun upon* the ii[)per edge of one of its spotted grey limbs 
aftd down the right side of the twisted trunk (the spots of shardii^ bark remind 
one of a le<fpard*s ^m); tlvJ lei^v^^s are turned broad- wise towards usj fdr the sun 
is still a little to the right? though high, so that he casts thick, dark shadows through 
them, while they appear in bold masses with the warm-tinted clouds and jrolden-grey 
haze of distant bays beliind. • 

A fringe -of lighter wood linos the roadside with velvety under-shadows, sombi'e- 
tinted grasses and briars flinging up their slender lines against the ISliadow. To the 
left* rise thin-leaved trees, reaching down to the tufts* of native grass which border the 
little water-pools and rivulets beneath us. The roadway is tilled with ciossing, long- 
.slaiU^ing shadows, showing ruts of carriage- wdieels (for this is a favourite afternoon 
drive); light patches of sun-lighted dry jwrtions, and sun-gleaming wet parts, shadows 
and lights, which incline towards us and creep up the straight-cut rocks, until they 
lose* themselves in dripping mosses and creepers. • 

Away in the distance reposes Sydney, bathed in warm glory. See, hero arc, 
misty shadows and jutting promontories. The clouds arc cream-tinted on the upiX5r 
edges, with under-banks of olive, dun-grey fumes, and through this, towards the 
circular quay, appear glimpses of yellow' sides of buildings, obscured at moments by the 
white pulls of smoke which come from behind Garden Island and blot i)Ut •|)ortions of 
it and of the city behind. 

A soft blur of blue-white haze sproaiis and dissolves over the sun-lighted city, and 
clears away, or gets lost in that grey bank of white-edged clouds. For a moment the 
scene alters. Between us and Circular Quay lies that superb war-ship The Nelmn, 
dwarfing Fort Denison on the island, ^hich is familiarly called Pinchgut, as well 
as the islands between us and it, its dark hull and massively-corded masts standing 
3 #p against the dazzling buildings, and seeming to occupy half the water space betwcQp 
Pin^ligut^add Garden Islands. Other ves.sels crowd about in the distance,’ and lie, 
some light-hulled, some dark, within the basin of Wooloornooloo. Little yachts fly 
about in all directions, and a harbour steamer puffs out white and amber clouds os 
it fussily faces tow'ards Watson’s Bay, to the right of the fort. • 

Pinchgut Island was known amongst the aborigines os Mattowai. The first Governor 
christened it Rock Island, but the more iwpiilar name of Pinchgut has clung 
to it. , Tho story runs that in the first year of the colony's life, when famine was 
staring the first settlers, soldiers, and prisoners in tho face, one w^o stole some food, 
a poor, hungry, but dishonourable fellow, was punished with the punishment of 
Tantalus: he was allowed to ttee food, but nof to tou^h it. The modem >built fort 
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upon this island occupies the centre of the water, and guards both sides of the 
'harbour It is a land-mark, and decidedly martial in its shape, a losv, rounded keep, 
with ar long level wall, terminating in a thin ed^fe of rocks, which form its foundations. 

On tho other side ranges along in softened shadow the north shore, with its dense 
f lufi^crs of houses and over-reaching mansions It is all too hazy to distinguish buildings 
from foliage, except where the mansions assert themselves; and. the gum-tree branches 
and leafage only permit us to catch a portion of tho shore behind Bradley's Heads. 



SYDXET HARBOUB FROM THE SOUTH HEADS. 

Over by Wooloomooloo tho buildings show dark against tho mystery of » innumer- 
able streets and houses behind. Sydney looks a mighty city as it drifts imperceptibly 
into that fumy bank of dun-grey clouds Throe spires show up behind Wooloomooloo, 
too indefinite to bo recognised. And between us and this vast spread of streets, d^ires, 
and houses, sparkle the ultramarine ripplets of tho harbour, seeming to be lighter as 
they approach to the dark but thin iringe of tree-work against the roadside, with 
Garden, Clark, and Shark Islands resting in a crescent lino towards our standpoint ; 
Garden Island, with the white smoke against it, dark and sloping off towards the inland ; 
Clark Island, more founded and more densely wooded ; and Shark Island, low-lying and 
very long,^ with some bare branches rising above » broken-up mass of foliage. 
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* \Ve work on at our sketch, and the sun floats over the right j^de of Circular 
Quay, and as slowly dips into those clouds, colour takes the place of form, and 
only the roofs and right* edges of th© buildings shine out from the gathering violet. 
The or\^ grows larger and more goldoh as it descends, and tho fumes, intensor crimson 
and, purple, gather up towards that centre of lustre. The tremulous waters take it \\^ 
and- carry it along by tho right side of Pinohgut. and trail it down upon Shark 
Island and tli© belt of trees below us, their tops afire with amber sparkles. 

A golden lustre is being focussed, as evening draws near, into one bright globe, 
jrith a straight orange lino ; clouds alter their shapes, and some floaty feather-fashion 
high up amidst the cfp2ll spacip, witji .cross ribs of crimson and dun colour ; Iho feathq^ 
clouds are cream-tinted aifd silvery as they ncas the upper heavens ; more Tnassive 
clusters gather close to that flaming eye, and catch upon their rounded sides soft 
reflections of its glory; then -the disc passes into wreaths of frho densest purple, and 
after hanging* for one instant against the iar-oii‘ blue mountain ranges, vanishes be- 
hind them. • Night is upon uOi 
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THE WEST COAST SOUNDS. 

• 

^iant Mountains — A. Lone Land — Primeval Beauty — Flowering Trees — Fish— ‘A MythiUEii Tribe^Long Sound — 
Cuttle Cove — Dusky Sound — Acheron Passage— Wet Jacket Arm — Caswell Sound — George Sound — 
Milford Sound— Bowen Fall— ** The City.” 

* 

A GLANCE at tho map of the Middle Island of No\^ Zealand wilj show the^reader that 
for four^ hundred miles tho western coast presents an unbroken line without an 
ppening of any kind which could atiord shelter to «lupping. At the extreme south-west 
comer, however, a marked contrast -is visible. For a distance of a hundred miles the 
shore is deeply indented with a succession of bays and inlets, not more than a few miles 
apart, and in some cases running inland for upwards of* twenty miles. These are the 
celebrated West Coast Sounds, the scenery of which forms one ot the chief glories of 
tho Middle IsIaAd. They are cut oil' from tho interior by a lofty chain <Jt* mountains, 
whiejh have hitherto presented an effectual barrier to any attempt to approach tSiem 
from the landward side. From tho sea the Souiuis are easily accessible, though the 
extremely naiTow entrances render careful navigation necessary. The Si»unds seldonir 
exceed a mile in width, and have the appearance of completely land-locked lakes. 

• Tho seas inside ai*e absolutely still and sheltered, though, like lakes, they are liable to 
sudden down-rushing gusts of wind! 

The great depth of water interferes much with their usefulness as harbours. In 
some of the sounds no anchorage con be found, whilst in others it is only right at the 
head, whore there is a small strip of shallower >vater, that it is safe for a vessel to 
pass tho night. The Sounds are situated between parallels 44*^ and 46^ south latitude. 
They weny first discovered by Captain Cook in his second voyage round the world in 
1773. sSneo then they have boon visited by occasional whalers in search of shelter; 
and about once a year a Goveniment steamer calls on lighthouse and survey business. 
It was till lately almost an impossibility for a stranger to have a chance of seeing 
them; but for the last few years the Union Company has been in the habit of 
allowing its steamers in summer-time to call* in *at Milford, or one of the other sounds. 
Moreover, every January the Company despatches a boat on a nine 'days’ excursion 
cound tho Sounds, thus afibnling to tho traveller an opportunity of exploring theiLr 
beautiful* scenery, wliich otherwise would be <pute out of reach. 

One can hardly imagine anything more beautiful than these island-dotted waters 
winding in and out amongst tho hills. Tlie mountains surrounding them are very 
loft^, ranging in height from 3,000 to 8,000 feet, their peaks capped with etemal*snow, 
and dieir sides covered with the most luxuriant sub-tropical vegetation, growing down' 
to the very edge of tho sea. These giant mountains are not separated from the water 
by ranges of smaller hills and sloping beaches, as in most lakes, but they com^ sheer* 
down into the sea,* their almost perpendicular sides often affording no landing-place for 
milea Dr. Hector,* tho Government geologist, accounts for the absence of beaefi by 
supposing • that a sudden sinking of tho land .has taken place. The water tlien 
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rushed in from the outer ocean, filling up the gaps to their present sea-level. The 
effect is extfen^aly striking, and it is almost difiicult to realise the height of the over- 
hanging mountains, eo close to the water do their tops appear. The Sounds have often 
been compared to the Fior^ of Norway; but great as is the resemblance, the differ- 
ences are still more obvious. 'In Norway, the presence of man is every whei*e ; in^Nejr 
Zealand there is a constant feeling of utter loneliness. In the former case, perched 
on a hill-top, • may bo seen a church ; on some seemingly inaccessible spot a small 
village stands, or a form, where children have been bom luid have grown up, places 
that havS-been endeared with the name of home. If it bo tnio thg-t the Hawkes- 
bury is inferior to the* Rhino because the law of association peoples the "banks of tl\e 
latter river with the ‘heroes* and heroism of legend and of story, in the same way the 
Sounds suffer in that but for their short connection with C?aptain Cook, they are not 
linked with a single point nn human history or with anything to attract ^human 
sympathy. • 

But if -the Northern Fiords excel in the ruggedness and grandeur of -the sur- 
routiding mountains, as well as in human interest, assuredly they can show nothing 
to vie with the exquisite loveliness of the New Zealand bush. The variety of foliage 
* and^ the ricl^ undergrowth of ferns and mosses give to the Sounds an unequalled and 
peculiar beauty, and the traveller seems suddenly transplanted into an enchanted 
region when, after tossing on the stormy waves of the Southern Ocean, he finds 
himself all at once in a calm inland sea amount these scenes of fairylike loveli- 
ness. Tile Now Zealand bush is c*oIebratcd for the richness and variety of its 
foliage, and nowhere can it be seen in greater perfection than hem Tho forest has 
been left undisturbed in its primeval beauty, and almost eveiy stop one takes reveals 
some fresh thing to* wonder at and admire. The trees are principally varieties of totara, 
pine, and birch, their leaves of a vivid spring green all the year rouncL Each tree is 
a garden in itself, being covered with a carpet of most delicate ferns, mosses, and 
orchids, besides larger parasites, which hang from the boughs, often making an almost 
impenetrable thicket. Tho rainfall in the Sounds is very considerable, and tho atmo- 
sphere is saturated with nmisture. The peq>etual clamp is particularly favourable to tho 
growth of ferns, and they are found ir# immense variet}', from the tall tree-ferns, 
reaching to a height of forty feet, to* the tiny filmy fern, with its delicate, trans- 
parent fronds. Tlie beautiful double crajKj variety is abundant, and tho glossy leaves jjf 
the«kidnqy fern are to ho seen on nearly every fallen trunk. 

Of wild flowers there are not many, but the flowering trees are a great feature. 
First of all must be mentioned the rata, wdth its dark green foliage and blossom of 
deepest crimson. When in bloom, it makcus a ]:ierfect blaze of colour, and forms a 
lovely contrast to the briglit green of the surrounding trees. The ribbon-wood also^ 
grows fiwly; it has a white, waxlike blo^jfSom, which grows in large clusters, and smells 
deliciqpsly sweet. There are* also the manuka, with its delicately-scented little star- 
like flowers, wild fuchsias, veronicas of various shades in great proftision, clematis, and 
others too numerous to mention, blossoming at different seasons ''of the year. The 
cabbage palms, peculiar to NeW Zealand, are scattered here and there, and ^everywhere 
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undor foot arocrich, soft mosses in endless variety/ Though the bush is so Tich 
m vegetable life, animal life is extraordinarily scarce ; almost the only living things 
to be seen are the birds, and even they are not so numerous as one would expect, 
considering that they have no enemies of any kind to prey on them. Tl^e most 
oomfnon are the little dark grey New Zealand robins, the tui-tij^, the bell birds, 
with their musical note, and the wekas. Occasionally the kakapo, a large green ground 
parrot, harf been caught, and more rarely the curious wikis or • win^ess birds are 
found. To the traveller accustomed to the shy denizens of English woods, nothing is 

more A$tonishiiig 



thtin the extra- 
ordinary tame- 
ness of these 
^ew Zealand 
birds. If a halt 
shcMild be made, 
they will come 
gathering round 
to^ inspect^ the 


strangers with- 
out the slightest 
fear, and , will 
even ‘perch on 
the end of a 
stick held out to them. Even 

the most ardent s[)ortsman can 
hardly find it in his heart to 

shoot these friendly little creatures. The sea birds 
^ are much more numerous than those on land, 

WKT JACKET ARM. uud Hjany species of ducks, gulls, and penguins are 


found. 


Tlie waters are crowded with fish. Tlie most common arc the blue 
cod, the ugly maoris, with their *backs covered with spines, the beautiful 
trumpeters, and the still more beautiful bright red butterfish. There is a large fat 
fish, called the groper, fully four feet long, and broad in proportioni> Jt is,, not 
good eating, being too coarse. Besides these, eels, flounders, mullet, and other 
specimens abound, with numerous crayfish. Tlie flora of the sea is, in its way, 
as ^beautiful as that of the shore; and the clearness of the water enables one 
to see to perfection the clusters of seaweed and other marine plants, some of 
enormous size, and others of exquisite coloyr. Insect life in the Sounds is chiefly 
represented by the sand-fly, a tiny but most unpleasant pest, which infests thq shora 
The traveller will 9o well to provide himself with a veil and long thick gloves, so as 
to be protected ag&inst their attacks. Tliey are usually very numerous by the wateris 
edge and •on the banks of the streams ; but on penetrtfting a little way into the bush» 
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their numbers diminish, and comparative peace miiy be had. With twcf exceptions, the 
Sounds are quife uninhabited, and it seems likely that they* will long remain so, the 
steep sides of the inountains aiibrdiiig. little scope for settlement. There are not even 
traces <tf any native inhabitants to be seen, the few human remains that are found being 
thoSe loft by the^ whaliiig ships that have occasionally j^ut in for shelter. There is a 



▲KOTH£B VIEW OF WET JACKET ABM. 


tradition that a native trilie Ls still living amongst the mountains at the back ot the 
Sounds, but there is no authentic proof of their presence, and the story seems scarcely 
probable. Various attempts have been made to explore these ranges, but none have 
been successful. The immense fields of ice and snow have hitherto defied any attempt 
to cross them, and the only approach to the Soupds is from the sea. Unless the traveller 
be* the fortunate possessor of a jivelWound steam yacht, his only means of Visiting the 
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founds at prese&it will be to join tho annual excursion of the Union Compimy's stei 

This trip is very carefully* planned, so as to enable those on board to s8e everything to 
the best advantage in the short, time allowed, ^he steamer anchors for the night in 
the difterent sounds, and she is provided with a steam-launch and an extra supply 
boats, so that every facility is given for all the passengers to ''land, and follow 
their favourite pursuits, botanising, sketching, fishing, or exploring, ^ as they feel 
inclined. c 

The Sounds resemble each other so much- in their general characteristics,^ that it is 
needless tej givo a detailed description of each one. But some them possess special 
features of interest. Starting from tho south, the fiAt •opening is reached 21 G miles after 
leaving Port Chalmers. Tho coast line is very wild and mountainous, and apparently 
no gap of any kind^is visible. It is not till quite close in- shore that the narrow en- 
trance *to tho first sound, Preservation Inlet, can be seen. Preservation Inlet was so 
named by Captajn Cook in remembrance of the deliverance of his crew from the death 
by scurvy which was threatening tliom, the vegetable food lie discovered there completely 
restoring them to health. Tho narrow entrance passed, tho waters spread out into a 
lovely lake, which, sprinkled as it is with islands, has been compared by visitors to Loch 
Lomond. As we pass in, an apparently solid wall of mountain rises in front, but a sharp 
turn shows there is a way open, and Long Sound is entered. It is fourteen miles to its 
head. Tho ‘ seuiiery is wondcrliilly ^beautiful, steep mountains rising tier behind tier 
all thickly wooded to tho water’s edge. Usually their rocky sides go sheer c^own Into 
tho sea, but boro and there a tiny strip of sandy beach is visible, the only 
places where it w'ould be possible to ettect a landing. Tho rich green of the foliage is 
relieved now and then by a lovely little waterfall, dashing down over tho steep rocks 
of tho mountain sides, and in the biwkgrouud a few patches of snow glisten on the 
higher pqalcs. *011 one side towel's Needle Peak, 4,100 feet, and on the other Forgotten 
Peak, 8,082 feet. Every few yards seem to opim up a fresh vision of beauty, and the 
strange charm is ^intensified by tho absolute silence and solitude that prevails, not a 
trace of man’s presence being anywhere visible. Tho waters of Long Sound are of 
cnoruious depth, and no safe anchorage can be found theit^, so to pass the night it is 
necessary to return to a bay nearer tho entrance, CiittJe Cove. This is a most lovely 
spot, a sheet of water nearly circular, surrounded by soft wooded hills, and dotted with 
small islands, some of them exquisitely beautiful. One, in particular, may be noticed*, 
shaped like a coral reef, the lagoon inside surrounded with masses of crimson i:ata trees, 
making a most lovely picture. 

Tho excursion steamer usually remains two nights in Cuttle Cove, and the days 
are jspont m exploring its boanties. It is, }icrhaps, tho best fishing-ground, of any of 
the Sounds, and the anglers have a good time. The fish bite very freely, and, like the 
birds, seem to have no fear of man and his deices. The water is so clear that one can 
look far down and ^ee tho fish nibbling at the bait, or swimming round amongst the 
masses of seaweed. ^ Tho best spots for fishing are found under the lee of the small 
islands, and, tho fish being caught, the qrder of the day is ^usually to land, and cook them 
for lunch^dn the tiny beach. The beaches are edvere^ with lovely shells^ and behind 
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is the bush, with its wealth of vegetation, affording to the botanist a paradise in the. 
way of hunting-^ound Many delightful hours can be spent exploring its recesses, and 
one is never tired o^ feasting one’s eyc^ on the soft loveliness of those woods and the 
exquisitd colouring of the foms and mosses. Cuttle Cove is, j)erhaps, the least grand 
of the Sounds, bht it Uas a charm of its own, and one loaves it with regret 
steamer passes^ out ^to the sea through another arm — Dark Cloud, or Chalky Inlet, the 
latter name being given from an island at the entrance with conspicuous chalky 
cliffs. 

A run of^ ftfty nyl^s brings us to Dusky Sound, the entrance to whiclv is wider 
than that to any of the othe|* Sountls.* It is atrilciiigly beautiful, and completely differoiilf 
in character from Preservation Inlet. Dusky Sound was so named by Captsun Cook, 
who wrote a special account of it He says : “ A prospect more yudo and craggy is 
rarely to bo met* with ; fox inland appear nothing but the summits of mountains of stupen- 
dous heights, consisting of rocks totally barren and naked, save where, tg wards the tops, 
.they^are snow-covered.” The view on entering is wild, and grand in the extreme. The 
mountains in the distance arc of great height, and their broken and jagged tops, here 
and there touched with snow, give a gloomy aspect to the scene. In the forogrounfl are 
•numerous islands and rocks — one. Anchor Island, 1,600 feet in height. On the left is* 
Resolution Island — named after Captain Cook’s ship, the lieHolution — with its curious 
peninsula of high pointed rocks, christened by .Captain Cook the Five Fingers 
Peniftsula^from its I'csemblancc to the fingers of a man’s hand. There is ay)ertect chain 
of islands right to the head of Dusky Sound, all rich with tlie same lovely vegetation. 
The mountains rise higher and higher as wo go further up the Sound, bnt 
their grandeur is softened by the graceful foliage with which their sides are clothed. 
Dusky Sound is one of the largest, being twenty-two miles in length. It is celebrated 
as having been the place where Captain Cook discovered spinach in *searclpng for 
vegetable food for his scurvy-stricken crew. Near the head a small clearing comes in 
view. Here, for the first time, arc signs of man’s presence, and a log hut is to be seen 
near the shore. This is the homo of Mr. Docherty, who, soTnetimes alone, some- 
times with a mate, has been engaged since 1877 in prospecting for copper and other 
minerals. For months he is often entirely without any society save that of his dog, who, 
besides being a companion, goes hunting for his mjuster, and, when ordered, brings him in 
a*kakapo or wood-hen for his dinner. Docherty has not yet succeeded in making hfti 
fortiftie. He has jn different spots discovered copper, lithographic stone, and asbestos, 
but he ^cannot induce any company to undertake the task of developing his mines. 
There is no doubt the mountains are rich in minerals, but the great expense of 
workii^ in^hese inaccessible spots has hitherto prevented any enterprise in that 
direction^ 

Leaving the lonely one to his rctirenient, the steamer goes on to the head of the* 
Sound,* whence we have a magnificent view of Mount Solitary, always covered yrith 
snow. It then turns back as far as an opening on the northern side, called Acheron 
Passage, so named by Captaii^ Richards, after ^H.M.S. ^cfieron, the vessel in which 
he made a very oarefiil survey o{ the^ Sounds in 1851. Many of the smaUb^ Sounds 
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bear the names of officers of liis ship, which accounts for their very prosaic titles, 
such as Smith, Daggs, and Thompson. Acheron Passage is exceediiigly grand; the 
mountains on either side tower up to a gre^t height It is im extremely narrow 
channel between stupendous cliffs, and has a sternly gloomy aspect that well befits 
its name. Midway up the passage the steamer again turns aside intib a small ' inlet — 
Wet Jacket Arm. It is here that the anchor is let down for the night. And * it 
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would bo difficult to find a more beautiful spot for the purpose. I^ is a nurrow ^cove 
almost sliut in by lofty mountains covered with dense bush as far as timber-line, which 
frowns above a mass of dark grey rocks relieved by gleaming stretches of snow. The 
cliffs come down perpendicularly into the sea, and apparently there is no. lading-place 
. anywhere ; but a little search discovers the usual small patch of shingle. At the head 
Uf the cove is a piece of flat sw'ampy ground, and on one side a charming camping- 
place is found, wdiere a little mountain stream dashes down to the sea. < 

It is well worth while to ibllow up the course of this stream inland as far as is 
practicable; it runs l^etwcen Jngh overhanging banks and cliffs fringed with a lovely 
network bP ferns, mosses, and creei)ers ; the fern fronds, are sometimes as much as six feet 
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in length. It is impossible to penetrate the bush at the sides for any great distance, so ox- ^ 
ceedingly thiclS isdt ; and the easiest course is to work up the be!i of the stream, which is 
not very deep, the only risk run being lhat of an occasional wetting. A climb of about 
an hour .brings one to a lovply waterfall tumbling into a deep, dark pool. Further 
progress * is here baited by a wsill of perpendicular rocks, and one thankfully sits down* 
to rest and enjoy the beauty of the scene. The combination of the luxuriant semi- 
tropical y^gctation with the clear fmountain stream dashing over its rocky bed, is so 
exquisite thgt the ey% never tires* of it The descent is accomplished considerably 
quicker thaif the climb ^upwards, and tho sight-seers arc ready to enjoy* the jBxcollent 
billy ** tea made by ^ose of ‘the party who. w5re unwilling to attempt the scramble. « 

Now the steamer, leav- * • 

ing Wet Jacket Arjn, 
passes on through the * 
further end <Jf Acheron 
Passage, a gofge which has 
tho same savage grandeur 
as that already seen. It 
leads •into another Sound — 

Breaksea — from which the 
•open sea is regained. Psiss- 
ing Ikiggs Soupd, a small 
inlet, we next turn into 
JJoubtful Sound, the largest 
of all, the scenery of which 
is even more beautiful than 
that of Dusky Sound. At 
the entrance is a large milford bound. 

island — Secretary Island — 

completely barring the way, and making an admirable breakwater. This Sound is of 
great length, and branches out into various arms on each side. The view at tho entrance 
is simply magnificent, and further on, at thtf junction of Doubtful. Bradshaw, Thompson, 
and Smith Sounds, it is strikingly grand. We have the same union as before of 
btife, rugged peaks and the softest green woods, but always changing in outline. A» 
we proceed^ ttfe Sound becomes more and more beautiful. After passing a laigo island 
— Rolla Island — ^a turn to the right opens out HalFs Arm, with its Head ; here the 
scenery is the finest we have yet seen. But, beautiful as it is. Hall’s ^ound is U)o deep 
to be i^safe opchorago, and the steamer turns, passing on the other side of Secretary 
Island throu^ Thompson Sound, out to sea. 

Nancy Sound and Charles Sound aro usually omitted, and Caswell Sound is the ■ 
next visited. It differs somewhat from those last seen, running into tho land almost 
straight, 'without any arms branching out from its sides. Tho mountains surrounding 
it are very lofty, but the straightness of the jaidcs does not produce the same 
beautiful effect as the more vaned outline of Dusky an<f Doubtful Sounds.* Captain' 
37 
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Richards thu» describes it: — view of the surrounding country from the summit 

* of one of the mountaiAs bordering this Sound, of from four to fire "thousand feet 
high, is one of the grandest and most magnihce'ht spectacles it h possible to imagine. 
Wo could only compare the scene around, as far as the eye could reach — and«that was 

cinl&nd to a distance of sixty miles — to a vast sjea of mountains of dV^ry possible variety 
of shape and niggcdncss. The clouds and mist floated far beneath us, and the harbour 
appeared as no more than an insignificant pool. The prospect was most l^ewildering, 
and even to a practised eye the possibility, of reco^ising any particular jDaountain as 
a point .in thp survey socinc<l to be quite hopeless.” About half-way doAVli the Sound 
^a dosertpd sfcttloment coines into vie\f. .Here company was once formed for work-' 
ing a marble quarry. The white Garble is plainly seen gleaming out from the green 
foliage, but the cxijensos of working proved too heavy for profit, and the enterprise was 
givorf up. The huts ire still "standing, and their forsaken appearance adds to the desolate 
aspect of the scene. 

The next Sound to bo entered is George Sound. It is thus described by Mr^ 
Green in his “ High Alps of New Zealand ” : — “ The expanse of water which we 
saw on entering reminded us somewhat of the Lake of lirienz, and on reaching its 

• inner end we expected to tiun round and come out. But this was only the vestibule, 
for a deep gorge opened to the right, so narrow that the steamer could barely have 
turned in it. And now we steamed through the most lovely corridbr of rich forest' 
scenery, rising tier above tier to the highest limits of vegetation. On ivnd on -we* went, 
past on islet covered with fine trees draped with lichens, the Avhole reflected gem-liko 
in tlio still water, thinking that every bend and branching arm would be tlie* last, till,# 
on reaching it, another charming vista opened ahead. When about twelve miles from 
the sea wo reached the inner sanctuary, a fitting home of the nymphs. A strong rush 
of water •licr(? met us, ’while the filmy haze and dull booming of a w^aterfall filled tho 
air. Tho screw now ceased its motion, the eddy of the fall drew us along, grazing the 
rocks 'and trees which hung their branches almost over our deck ; we sli 2 )ped pjust a point, 
and entered a little basin, in which we were quite shut in from the view of more than 
half a scpiaro mile of water. Imniediately before us the foaming fall iflunged into- 
tho Sound, filling the air with its roar. For a moment wo felt as if we w^ero at tho 
bottom of a docj) ivoll, so small w-as tho patch of sky overhead, tho walls of forest all around 
rising rapidly for 3,000 or 4,000 feet.” Tlie steamer anchors close to this waterfall, 
where there is a convenient landing-place. A delightful expedition can be” taken, rowing 
about four miles down tho arm that opens on tho right, and landing on tho shore where 
Amold*s Crt)ok comes into the sea. The view of the Sound from this point is indescribably 
beautifiir, and a scramble up tho rocky creek is well worth trying. Tho tix^es rouud here 

. are larger and finer than any yet seen, and some magnificent specimens grow close to 
^'tho banks of tho creek. About two miles up the walking becomes easy, and one might 
wander on far into tlie heart of the hills if there were sufficient time. 

Another most charming walk — or rather scramble — can be taken from the landing- 
place at the waterfall. This is the only one of the Sounds in which the vestige of a tnu^^ 
con be ftoind. To tho right of the stream the way leaik^up some steep rocks — ^the former 
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bed of Uie torrent — to a ^niall path through the bush. This brin^ one out* at the head 
of a most, lovely ^little tarn lying under the shadow of the hills, every leaf of the 
thick overhanging tred^ and fcnis reflecj^d in its waters. Behind, a glimpse is ob- 
tained of the great mountains J^eyond, apparently an endless vista, and the whole is ^ 
picture* never to be Wlrgotten. A short walk through the bush from tiio head of the tarn 
brings into view a second .and larger lake, and towards the foot the track lomls to the top 
of the waterfall, which* from this point looks most picturesque. For those who care for 
more adventiiipus climbing, it is well worth while to cross the waterfall and ascend one 
of the smallcf hills. • A bridge rnu^t bo made across, which is eiLsily accofnjdisdied by 
cifftting down some of the trees^nbar. ‘It* is hard* work scrambling up through the* bush ; 
the tangle of wiry supplejacks is often almost impenefrablc, and the “ bush lawyer *' — so 
called, presumably; bccauso^ having once caught you, it .never lets you go — insidiously 
twines itself round •whemver it can* catch hold. The ground under foot is a mass of fallen 
rotten tree trunks,* overgro^m with moss, and the whole is drij>ping with moisture, rondor- 
injj tho atmosphere somc>vhat steamy, but causing tlie vegeUition to be most luxuriant. It 
is nece&ary tf) carry a strong rope, for in some places steep clifis have to bo scaled with 
scarcely any foothold, and it is also a wise precaution to take an axe for tho purpose of 
“ blazing ” tho trees as you go. The bush is so dense that it is very easy to get entirely 
lost, and no one can bo too careful in this respect. Hanl as tho work is, it is novel and 
eliciting, and tho glorious views that are now and thep obtained through an opening 
in tho forest will lepay any amount of trouble. The Sound below looks in tlu) distance 
like a lovely tiny lake; and there are magnificent glimpses avery now and then into 
*tl^ surrounding mountain ranges. 

Plenty of time must be allowed for an excursion of this kind, fur so thick is tho 
bush that even practised climbers will scarcely got through more than 500 feet an 
hour. If the traveller has the good fortune to be in George Sound after a night of 
* rain, he will see a complete transformation. The green hills are simply alive with 
waterfalls, pouring down on all sides from hills thousands of foot high. It is a most 
glorious sight ; but a still grander awaits him, for the steamer, passing Bligh Sound, 
tiums into Slilford Sound, the most northerly and the most iKiautiful of tbcm all. 
Mr. Green thus de.scribcs it : — “ After pounding through a head sea for about twenty 
miles, wo came to an outlying sea-swept rock, over which a few albatrosses soared, and 
rounefing it in a fiirious squall of wind and rain, we entered tho still waters of MJJiford 
Soimd. •Vcrticaf cliffs rose for thousands of feet on cither hand, and wo drove in 
before *a blast so strong as almost to niako steaming unnecessary ; the^ surface of the 
sea would now and then be tom off' in sheets, driven along in Spindrift, and again all 
would be calgg. as glass. Waterfalls resembling the Staubbach came down the cliffs 
from far above the clouds, and were blown away into spray while in mid-air by tho 
fury of the storm. Wherever vegetation tsould get a footing on these immense 
precipices, ^lovely tree-ferns and darker shrubs grew in profusion, all « dripping with 
jaoisture, and running up the cliffs in long strips of verdure till lost to our view 
aloft in the tom white mists. The vivid green of j;he foliage was the feature of all 
this wopdious scene which struck*me most. Two or three miles up the Soun^ we 
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Steamed cio& to an immense waterfall, which, in one plunge of 300 feet, leaped intx» 
the Sound with a roar like thunder, drowning our voices, and sending greaj; gushes of 
spray over the steamer's dock. The face of another great cliff was so draped witt 
ipiml3erless small falls that it seemed to be covered mth a veil of silver gauze about 
300 yards in width. While passing along here we fired off a ^n. Echo "after echo 
resounded from cliff to cliff, and from invisible crags high •over our heads the echo 
again returned as a voice from the clouds. Tlie mists now showed an ip.clination to 
clear oil*, tlie rain ceased, and as wc entered the inner basin of the Sound the forests 
increased ^ift beauty. The totara pines, dra|>ed with festeops ‘of grey lichen, con- 
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trasted well with the soft green of the great fern fronds, and formed a suitable back- 
ground to the scarlet blossoms of the rata, which here and there lit up the upper 
surface of the forest with patches of intense colour. Gleams of sunsMno Vegan to 
dart through tb© clouds, giving a momentary flash on one of the numerous cascades, 
and t^on, passing over forest and clift*, added new beauties of light and shade. 

• When about eight miles from the open sea, a booming sound rose higfeiOver \he voices 
of the numerous cascades, growing louder as we advanced, and, rounding a'^ forest-clad 
point, we came upon the grandest of Ndw Zealand waterfalls, the great Bowen FaU. 
Its first fall ia only about fifty feet into a rock basin, but leaping from it upwards 
and outwards in a most wonderful curve, it plunges down with a deafening roar im 
a single leap of 300 feet The Te dnaa was ^idlowed to drift up in the eddy 
caused by the fall, and being caught by the* stream in the midst of drenching clouds 
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of spray, she was spun round as though sho were a mere floating twig , then steaming 
to a short distance sho stopped again. The weather had now t!aken up suflioicntly for 
to see through an t)pcning in the clouds the snow-clad top of Mitre Peak, which 
rises in one great precipice ,oi 5,000 feet from the surfac^e of tho Sound. ITlio 
glacier* on Pombioltd Peak showed for ^ few minutes, and wa» tlion lost to vie^, 
but what we saw formed the grandest combination of scenery upon which my eyes 
had ever rested * • 

Before rej^hing thg Bowen Fall, Mount Kimberley is passed, a precipitous wall 
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of cliff, rising 2,500 feet sheer from the water’s edge, and ending in tho spur known 
as the Lion Rock Tho rock is perfectly bare, and voiy dark in colour, formings 
a magnificent Contrast to tho dazzlingly white gkicier of Mount Pembroke, which 
rises sharjdy behind At tho head of Milford Sound is a small settlement 
called ‘*Thc City” A man called Donald Sutherland landed here in 1877, and, 
with a iflatc, ^as been at work ever since prospecting for gold. Tho three ^houses, 
are nameck respectively No 1, Kennedy Street, No 1, Rotorua Street, and Post Office 
Sutherland has an interesting collection of natural curiosities, and docs not seem to find 
his life too lonely. He has supplies from tho Government lighthouse^ steamer, which 
pcalls occasionally. There is no good anchorage at Milford, and it^is so narrow 
sound that it is not safe to remain here more than a few^ hours, for if bad weather 
or fog came on it would be fmpossilile to find the way out The New "ZiSaland 
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Government^ have announced their intention of putting down moorings, which will be 
a great boon, as every visitor longs to spend days, not hours, exJ»loring its recesses. 
Milford is the last of the sounils to be visitec^*and it is well thht it is so, for, beautifiil 
as •they all arc this so far surpasses them that, if it \i('ere secSn first, the others could 
not but seem tame, . • 
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SANDHURST. 

A Forest of the Dead — Mount Mooedon — Castlexnaine— Bendigo, alias Sandhnret— The Fernery— Mother ^ture — 

Rosaiind Park— .^hltcotiiral~P%ll Mall — ^Meohanlos* Institute — ^The Town Hall — “ Poppet-Heads.'* 4 

'T^ROM Melbourne, a^ride “on the cars,” as the Americans would say, of a fraction over 
-L a hundred miles, will bring the traveller to the prosperous city of Sandhurst, aliaa 
Bendigo, otherwise fondly and familiarly designated by its admiring inhabitants as Quart z- 
op'olis, or Q«ecn of. the Goldlields. It is a pleasant journey through country which is a 
ifair sample of* this tlfriVing colony, oi Victoija. • Our train, on leaving the metropolis^ 
for a league or more -pumuefs a ^sourso to the westward, on either side of the “ track ” 
passing the heterogeneous collection of “model suburban residences” which foms the 
usual feature of the outskirts -of a great city. A gentle sweep 'tc* the right, oild wo 
turn our heads northwards, exchanging town for country. And a fair* and smiling 
coifntry it i», as it lies bathed in a flood of eternal sunshine, its huge fields dotted 
*here* and there Avith herds of fat cattle and white flocks of sheep, over which at 
inteiwals some giant gum — its life fast ebbing under the oftect of the fatal “ ring -rears 
jts gjiunt ant^^ naked form. Is there anything more sadly depressing than the sight of* 
those dead an<l ‘dying trees? In some parts of Australia whole acres of them are to bo 
I seen — a veritable necropolis of eucalypti — a forest, if not a city, of the dead. Cwi 
boTio i do you say ? The god of utility demands their massacre, the prince of the wool- 
sack decrees their fate, and a wave of the woodman's axo makes round tlieir bark the 
^ring which sooner or later kills them. 

Meanwhile, the pace of the locomotive, hitherto rapid — for there is now an express 
ser\dce — has been slackening, and it is evident that we are ascending. Still distant is the 
hill itself, or rather mountain, for its altitude is set doAvn as over 2,000 feet, and thus it 
becomes entitled to the more lordly name. Its name is Mount Mocodon, ono of the cul- 
minating peaks of the Dividing Range, the watershed of this part of Victoria. The train 
will creep slowly round its base, and then go swiftly down the incline on the other side. 
^But first Ave glklo past Sunbury, with the palatial residence of Sir W. Clarke, situated 
in the midst of a miniature English park;epast Riddell's Creek, beloved by followers of 
old Izaak Walton; and past Gisborne. And now the height begins to tell, and wo 
feel the breeze. A welcome coolness tempers the otherwise oppressive rays of the sun, 
and ^ wo^approach the mountain, glimpses are given of picturesque dAvellings snugly 
ensconced amid its numerous gullies. Hero is the summer niansion of the Governor, 
to which ho is fain to escape when the heat and dust of MelboumS become well-nigh 
intolerable, and a lull in the press of official business pennits of his temporofry retire- 
ment ^s iffe train hurries on, what name did we catch ? Carlsruhe ? When wo . 
look out, hardly the suspicion of a dwelling meets our inquiring gazo. Shades* of tho* 
Eatherlitnd, what has this “ pocket borough ” in common with the fan-shaped capital 
of the Baden principality? Kynoton is the half-way house, ancf on that accouj}^ 
has been made the refreshment station. From the station we desexy a town half- 
buried in a wealth of “leafineiSk” some Netlierlander been here to plant %11 these 
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poplars, or, percjhance, some Fleming from the banks o¥ the Scheldt, to whom the «sight 
*of the familiar tree recaKs thoughts of his own native flats and quaiijjb eld Antwerp? 
Our stay is too brief to notice other than this salient feature, and after satisfaction given 
to thob demands of the inner man, we prosecute* our way. 

, •The aspect of tlie country now altera. The main northern rpad sfcijts the railway. line. 

How many hopeful hearts have trudged its weary miles excited by visions of a veritable 

El Dorado? How many saddened men have retraced its 

tortuous course, with leaden steps, downcast in spint, broken 

in health, and ruined in estate ? . Some ^f the best 

blood of Englancb — t)arristers aAd* tradesifien, clerg3niien* 

as well as scapegraces, spruce professional 

men and moiling mechanics — a motley 

crow if oollected — wended side by side 

along that * diggers* path .*’ in the year of 

grace and its immediate succesSl>rs. 

CJold was their magnet, a leviathan* 

nugget the focus of their desire. The 

traces of their handiwork can bo seen 

• ►. 

in the level tract of ground to the right, 
thickly pitted with quarry-holes, wliich , 
give to it the appearance of having 
recently recovered from an aAitc attack 
of confluent variola. The plain is a 
gigantic honeycomb, composed of cells 
each of which — to carry out the analogy 
— ^lias, at a recent date, contained at 
Iciust one active denizen. W'c arc close 
to the borough of Castlemaine, a town 
created by the “diggings” — a little faded 
now, it is true, from the bustling activity 
of those brisk and lively times, when 
the first mad “rush** was on, and the 
sqpply of gold was plentiful and continuous. A few poppet-heads mark spots where, 
by a mbro tedious process and with a less exciting result, the fascinating t yellow pietal 
is slowly unearthed. Our journey is almost at an end. We have no leisure now to 
inspect the quarries of Harcourt, supplying granite of a texture and hue equalling 
that of the famous Cumberland stone procured at the little village of Sliap, a %^ore of 
miles below the comely bonier town of Carlisle, in the old countiy. SoSli all the in- 
•dications of a great mining township ap^ar — tall poppet-heads, the honcycorisbed 
ground and hungry-looking soil, the prevalence of dust and grime. Golden ^Squaro 
is the appropriate *name of the station that comes immediately before Sandhurst 

The earlier mime of the town was Bendigo. Th^ origin of the designation is matter 
of dispute. There are thodb who dlaintain th^ it was tak^ from the well-known 
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]grizo-iighter — rather an ominous origin for the quiet of the town. But others maintain 
that it is a corruption of ^Bandicoot, the old name of the Bendigo Creehr Brobably the 
truest account is that to some of the earliest ^diggers the namer* Bendigo was more 
familiar than the name of the Australian animaL Hence aT 9 se the 'corruption, as sailors 
ignomnt of mythology, yet unwilling that their ship's name should bef •meaninglefe, turn 
Bfellorophon into Billy llulHan.’* About 1860 some military ^ cadets, recently from 
Sandhurst, the militaiy academy in Berkshire, wire stationed m the pl^e, and 

through their influence it was re-christened. In this 'way a name, that at oqpe suggests 
discipline ^as succeeded to a name with a very diflcreiit connotation. * 

i For ^io history of the place it may s^.iflico the gcnei^d reader to learn that Sand- 
hurst owes its existence to the prcseneo — within a very cifeumscribod area and in unusual 
abundance — of the precious ore which plays so important, a :r6le in the commercial 
currency of the world. *As early as 1850 alluvial gold in small quantities was occasionally 
mot with, but not until 1858 did the discovery assume such dimensioni^ as to attract 
adventurers from all comers of tlic globe. Some years lifter, when the alli^^ial deposits 
had almost given out. Sir Iloderick Murchison, the eminent geologist, from infonnalion 
received, and without even paying a visit to Australia, predicted the presence of gold in 
fho quartz rock underground, and his prophecy Wiis not long in being .verified. ,An 
amphitheatre of low-lying hills surrounds an irregular basin not more flian two miles 

in diameter. A sluggish stream, only to bo dignified by the name of •river on those 

rare occasions when its waters have been swollen into a rushing tqrrent, divides 

the enclosed area into two nearly Cfpial halves. Its name — the Bendigo Creek — is a 
household word to all acquainted with the history of gold-finding \ for along its banks 
some of tho richest alluvial fields in the neighbourhood were situated, and the reminiscences 
of the “ canvas town ” which lined its sides are still green in the memory of many an 
old Bencygbniaii. 

But times are changed. Tho Bendigo Creek remains, an unsightly ditch in the 
midst of a verdant park ; but that is all. A fairy, it would seem, has been here, and 
with a touch of her magic wand has transformed the worm-eaten earth into a floral 
paradise. If anyone wishes to escape from the fiery darts of the broiling sun and 
to seek shelter from tho furnace bliist of the northern sirocco, a retreat is at hand. 
Hero is tho Foniory, magnificently and veiy artistically arranged, and very refreshing 
aftar tho dust and dryness of the city around. Let us seat ourselves for a moment id 
this shady alcove. Ferns surround us on every side, from the tender ma^d<«i-hai» to 
tho towering, hardy tree-fern of Now Zealand. Tho luxuriance of tho tropics, the sober 
growth of more tonfperate climes, even tho stunted offspring of a lower latitude, find a 
oongonial homo in this romantic spot. Could an old pioneer of '53 revisit fcr a m<9ment 
the scone of his labours, he might well be excused for supposing that he had iQiade a 
serious mistake, and entered, an unbidden gu^st, the secret sanctum of some modem 
dryad, where Pan and his attendant lurk behind the leafy fronds. Infinite care has to 
bq^estowed upon fho plants; copious and constant showers of ivater alone suffice to 
preserve the spring-like verdure of this sylvan bower. It may be asked, does it ever 
rain heref • Assuredly it does;* but the* advent of .the wafbiy cloud is a very capriciqus 
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piienomenon. TBat turquoise sky, of a tint unmatched by even the lauded blue of Naples, 
is the familf&r canopy ; this atmosphei'e, clear and balmy iis that of a Shetland summer 
eve, is the expect^ accompaniment* of each recurring day. The climate of Sandhurst can 
fearlessly challenge comparison with that of any locality in the world. By it» strongest 
odniirers it is %hid to* unite* in its cojnposition the particular attributes of many* regions 
famous for their salubrity. You have the mellifluous softness of tlie Kiviora without 
.any oj its attendant languor, the calm serenity of Madeira, the invigorating crispness and 
bracing pzone of tjie far-famed Engadine, the bright geniality and tropical warmth of 
Algiers And Morocco.^ Doctors often recommend consumptive patients Jio vi|it Sandhurst, 
especially in the winter. The heat of midsuhimer, it must bo confessc*d, oQ^cn pro^tf^s a 
little distressing tS individuals whose affinity to the salamander is not of the closest. 
But the thermometer docs not often register in tho shade and 156^' in the 

sun. Such -days are the* small fly in a fairly largo pot of ointment; aifd if the* 
^testimony (Sf our friend tho “oldest inhabitant’* is to be believed,^ their mitigation in 
regard bdth to number anfl severity is rapidly inej'easing. Wo can cheerfully endure 
tlioir intensity, with the remembrance on the one hand and tho prospect on tho other 
of the resplendent weather which precedes and follows them. 

• Unde*' the gnicious influence of this benignant zone the vegetable kingdom blossoms 
forth with a rapidity and oxuboranco as startling as it is unexpected. A soil in itself 
more unpromising of fertility than tho white and scar-scamo<l country environing Sand- 
hurst jould scarcely bo imagined. Appearances in this case are deceitful. But scratch 
the earth, and it will respond to your effort wdth a winning readiness; use only a 
modicum of toil, and you will stimulate it into a true garden of the Hesperides, If 
anyone have a passion for the succulent fig, tho full-flavoured pcacdi, or tho luscious 
grape, here the tiisttJ *nay bo gratified to heart’s content. Should a visitor further core 
to make himself acquainted with tlio process of distilling, from tho jtiico®of tho latter, 
what Dick Swiveller used to term “ tho rosy,” tho vignerons of tho neighbourhood will 
be delighted to affbnl an insight into tho processes of an infant industry which is be- 
ginning to hold its place among tho staples of tho Cf>lony. A drive to a vineyard will 
amply repay the trouble, and on tho way thither other marks of tho soil’s wondcrfdl 
richness may be examined. The rulers of Sandhurst, wise in their generation, have 
taken advantage of this abnormal growth, and have relieved tho monotony of city 
architecture bj’^ the intervention of public parks; and in modifying the bleak aspect of 
tiie stft;c& by the cultivation of trees, they have availed themselves of the willing and 
spontaneous aid of Mr)thcr Nature.” 

Like many Australian cities, Sandhurst is liberally supplied with lungs in tho way 
of In the centre of the city, and forming what may be called tlio three sides 

of a^hollow square, is the citizens’ reserve, known as Rosalind Park. A small elcvatiop — 
the Camp Hill — occupies the space thus enclosed, and on this commanding site sttfnds 
a large and handsome State school. From tho summit of its tewor a complete and 
extensive viewr con be obtained, and on it we may fitly take our stjind for a surveyj^f tho 
city, descending in spirit at^ intervals, when t^o spur jf curiosity impels us, to a more 
minute examination of some p romment detail. The terrace in the fore^ound is Fall 
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Mall, the principal street in the city. Every town has its favourite promenade. In 
Australian phraseology, its ** block,” where on high days and holidays ” its faAr inhabitants 
" most do congregate.” The Mall ” of the “ forest dity ” — the pleasant name by which 
Ijord llosebery spoke of Sandhurst — can hardly vie in elements of the picturesque, with 
the matchless Princes Street of Edinburgh, the shady UuteTr den. Linden of Berlin, or 
the ever-changing Cliiaja of Naples ; nevertheless, it has its points of interest. 

I^t us choose a Saturday night for its perambulation. A ceaseless, shifting throng 
fills its broad roadway. The Exchange, albeit the business of the day is over, presents 
a largo musj^or of its habUit^H, who are engaged in the relaxation of discussing the 
•‘ret^inis” for the "oft'” or "on” week, as* the case may be, or the prospect of a speedy 
rise in "Lazams” or " United Devons.”* A largo amount \>f weal^i is “figured” in the 
persons of those plain and unassuming men. Now the stranger brushes shoulders 
.with a nftllitinairo, now with a fortiinato speculator, whoso venture in an unjuiown mine 
has turned up “trumps,” and who has awakened some fine morning to find himself a 
second Crmsus. But the crowd’s “ tho thing.” These placid' Australian nighte, lit with 
a fearless moon, are, in truth, a second day, and their sparkling brilHaiico tempts tlfo 
wanderer out, an additional zest being lent to tho excursion by tho consideration 
* that all “ the world and his wife ” will be 

there. Of dift'eronce in costume from the 
pitmounced English typo there is little. The 
colonists have as yet assumed nothing of ,a 
distinctive dress beyond what the exigencies 
of climate or tho proniptings of material 
comfort have demanded. All are well dressed, 
male and female alike, and, in the case of the 
latter, one pauses to 
, wonder upon the absence 

of that line of demarca- 
tion which enables you 
in England so directly 
to distinguish between 
the “ domestic ” and the 
lady “who doesn’t work,” 
At tho fu2-tl\or end 
of the "Mall” tho eye 
lights upon an imposing 
and commodious building 
— tho Sandhurst ^Me- 
chanics’ Ini^itute and 
School of Mines. 
former is on amalgama- 
tion of the news exchange 
GHABixa CROSS FOUNTAIN. * • ~ with theciiculatinglibrory* 
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wtiilo the latter may be termed, in brief, a miniature and practical univeisity. Both institu- 
tions are in^ceipt of a considerable subsidy from the Government, and have become 
valuable fi^ctors iti the mental life ^ of the community; the one disseminating a taste 
for reading, the other encouraging an acquisition of knowledge in those scientific matters 
ifiiosf applioabld*to the special needs pf the district. The buildings themselves, aTtheugh* 
admirably suited for their several purposes, can hardly bo spoken of as pronounced 



architectural successes, and it is possible, without in any degree “ o’erstepping the limits 
of tnith,'* to extend this comment to the majority of the public structures in the city. 
Whether it be, as Mr. George Augustus Sala remarks in reference to San Francisco, 
"that there is no recognised standard of architcctimil taste, or no central directing 
agency to control the vagaries of imperfectly educated architects,” certain it is 
that t]g^# absence of unity in design and the general tawdriness and fneongmity of 
det£l are distressing to the eye, and perjilexing to a cultivated sense. What ^hos 
been happily designated by Mr. Sala the "packing box'* order of architecture is 
foftunately not popular. The fault lies mainly in the admixture of widely dissimilar 
styles — ancient Doric with mediaeval Gothic, the Renaissance ^ with Scotch BajQpnial, 
the florid Tudor with the J^eo-Byzantine. Tjie Town^ Hall, formerly a huge unsightly 
pile, has now, at considerable costf, been* rendered leas obnoxious; the public buildings 
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close at hand arc ^ more indebted to their splendid site than to inherent merit for ally 
effiJet they may produce; alid the Masonic Hall, to the right of it, which “repels the 
connoisseur by iho heavy dulness of its Greek facade, may in some measure redeem its 
character^ by the airiness of its principal room, and the general iitness of its internal 
arrofigecnents. The country is not old enough to have itfe heroes, ner, perhaps, * has 
the stage of hero-worship been fully reached. A spasmodic effort in favour of the late 
General Gordon came to nought, and the city of Sandhuisst still remains Without a -statue. 
The only adornment which it possesses is a fountain of elegant design, erected on the 
wide and open esplanade, and christened, in imitation of its famous London prototype. 
Charing CroVs. •The date of its construction^ corresponds with the visit to the gold- 
fields of the two sailor sons of the Prince of Wales, and on* its face is-’ suitably inscribed 
the name of that most beloved of English hidies, Alexandra, IVinccss of Wales. 

Theio is nothing in • any of the* churches of . Sandhurst' to* call for special remark. 
What is far more pleasing to notice, is the success which has attended the en- 
deavour to soften ‘the imperfect outlines of man's handiwork with the uixibrageous' 
foliage of a few of Nature’s most lovely children. Trees are everywhere. Thb 
statistician gives the information that no less than seventy-five miles of streets aro 
planted with shrubs. It is one perpetual boulevard. Could our ears only catch the 
accents of la belle wo might fancy for a moment that we had struck” on 

unfamiliar “ patch ” of the gay, mirthful city on the banks of the Seine. 'The illusion 
cannot bo kept up. The dogged British breed docs not take kindly to a , foreign in- 
vasion, and the frenchman’s channing conception of life out of doors finds neither 
favour nor imitation in the estate of Captain Cook. There is not even a petit 
mapgoth of la Parisienne, No gathering eti famlUe round those social little 
tables on the sidewalk, where, after the heat of the day, vemionth or caf4 aa cognac is 
sipped, and tbo latest gossip husily discus.scd, or the passers-by lightly criticised. No ; 
John Bull prefers to stand, without his amiable encumbrances, smoking a strong cigar 
or a not too fragrant pipe, discussing politics or business with a friend. 

The French have never emigrated in force enough to leaven with their customs 
and habits the society of the colonies. With the Gormans it is much the same. They 
are present in considerable numbers, and a ” ?)cutschor Verein ” and other national 
institutions betray an attempt to preserve something at least from the hands of the 
Philistines ; but where will you find a " Bior-garten ” ? The Australian-bom children 
of Gormans* do not oven speak Gennan, and take to the strains of " Rule Ifritminia ^ 
as naturally as they do to their mothom’ milk. 

To our view of tllo city there is one detraction, one figure which will force itself 
upon the sight, whether wo will or no. Dear to the hearts of hundreds ^re thffse 
hideous-looking polos, for are they not the door-posts and lintels to a descensus A'txmi 
whence the adventurous visitor to the mansions^ of Pluto may return, if the gods be 
propitious, amid a shower of gold ? They crop up in the most unexpected comers, 
. sometimes as an omaniental adjunct to the domestic’ scullciy, sometimes as an effective 
offset to the gentle monotony of the front lawm. Doughty opponents they would have 
seemed for the spear of the gallaht knight of La Mancha Poppet-heads” is the almost 
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affectionate name fyr the large beams that support the winding wheels over the shaft of 
a mine. The ^ighest “ poppet-heads ” in Sandhurst are thoso»of Claim 222, belonging tn 
the king of mming jspeciilators, Mr. Qeorge Lanscll. Tliis mine derives its curious name 
from the foci that it extends for 222* feet along the line of reef. A perilous climb it is 
to the^^op of these gigantic? Itf 3 ams, but one amply repaid by the width and diversity^of " 
the view. Towards the north the prospect embraces a now area. An almost continuous 
line of “ poppet-hfjads?” stretches as far as eye can see. Populous suburbs of Sandhurst 
lie within these limits, Ironbark, tjong Gully, California Gully, ending with the flourish- 
ing mining township* of Eaglehawk, a “model burgh,” and the would-be riviU of the 
larger city. • • • ^ ^ ^ 

Taking it all inwall, Sandhurst is an exceedingly prosperous town. The J)opulation 
may bo roughly estimated at 30,000 ; and with the great advantjigos and capabilities of 
the place, a steady growth' continued prbsperity* may bo safely predicted. At the 
distance of a^mile to the westward lies a small artiticial sheet of water formed out of 
gSDund which was formerly part of the alluvial diggings. Lake Wceroona is a ren- 
de^^ous for the knights of the oar, and at all tfeics, and especially on Sundays, 
enthusiastic devotees may be observed transacting the rites of their worship. 
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FREE- SELECTION AND FREE SELECTORS. 



PGOOlXrO OUT. 


Land Acta — The “Land Scj^mble*' — Litipfationa— “Pe$f(riQg Oat * 
—Fencing;— The House— “Bhig Boifking" — “Dundnieg’* — 
** Horning Olf** — Changing Places — Profit and IjOsb — 
Education. * i r> 

FREE selector is “one who takes possession of un- 
* occupied Crown land subject to certain Conditions, 
upon fiilfilmenyb qf wluch hd detains ih due course 
a lease or Crown •graflt of his holding, or some 
f)ortion thereof. He receives his name from the 
fact that he is at liberty to select freely, from 
the whole area of land open for the purpose, 
whatever block seems to# him most suitable for his 
requirements, whether such land be or bo not at the 
time occupied by a squatter as tenant-at-will of the 
Crown. Fresh areas are continually being thrown open 
for selection by proclamation of the Govcmor-in-Coimcil, 
and due notice of the fact is given in the Govenunent 
Gazdtte and the other colonial newspajx^rs, while rqaps 
showing the country still available, the natufo of its 
soil, and other material facts with regard to it, can be 
seen at the central or local odices of the Crown Lands Department, 

Tlio principle of selection is one that hiis been adopted by all the Australian 
governments their object being to attract men who will go out into the unreclaimed 
bush and' open it up to civilisation, and by-and-by develop into a class of small landed 
proprietors, who shall bo politically a check upon the large holders on the one hand, 
and on the other hand, having themselves a certain stake in the country, shall counter- 
balance the Radical and Communistic tendencies of the proletariat of the large towns; 
and, further, who from a social point of viejv shall supply the countrj'^ with a sober 
and steady yeoman population, such as it has been so often the despairing wish of 
politicians, both practical and theoretical, to obtain. 

The special conditions of selection vary in the different colonies, and according to 
tho particular Land Act under which the holding is taken up; and as the colonial 
Parliaments are continually tinkering with the land laws, and pass a fresh statute on 
tho subject every two or three years, the terms upon which selections ore held, vary 
almost as much as in the case of land leased from private individuals. ^ Thus, in 
Victoria, imdor tho liand Act of 1869, 320 acres was the maximum that any person 
might select, and of this, upon payment of £1 an acre extending over a period of 
twenty years, and conditionally upon pemmial remdence and upon the expenditure of 
£l acre in improvements, he was entitled to an absolute grant from the Crown. 
Under a Iqter Act the land' in tho ^colony open to selection is divided into four. 
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da&lea: (1) pastOTal;«(2) agricultural and grazing, (3) svramp, and (4) apriforous. The 
two last of these classes may be passed over without much fomark, as selection upon* 
them is comparatively rare, and in the case of auriferous land is confined to small 
areas, and subject to conditions relative to mining. , 

Th^ blocks qf« country *sot apart for pastoral selection consist chiefly of infiprioj* 



land suitable only for grazing purposes The selector of such land is allowed to take 
up a su^ettn? number of acres to pasture 4,000 sheep or 500 head of cattle, for which 
he pays an anmia-l rent of one shilling per head for sheep and five shillings per HeadJ 
for cat^e. For the first six years he is a mere licensee, but at the end of that time, 
if he ^ve duly paid his rent and conformed to the other conditions, ho is entitled 
to a lease for the remaining fourteen years. The land, however, hever becomes His 
own, as in the case of the selector under the Adi of 1869, and to a certaii^ extent in 
38 
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the case of on<^ who selects an agricultural and grazing block under# ^e more recent Act^ 
*The former is in fact a* squatter on a small scale, and never obtain^ .more than an 
estate for a term of years in his land, or, as it is legally . te^ed, a mere chattel 
inteiejjit as distinct from a freehold. ^ 

^ c Accordingly, the, more usual form of selection unher, the •4ct is that of a 
block of the class called “agricultural and grazing” country, which comprises the 
.greater part of the l>est Crown land still remaining. This is divided* into blocks of 
not more and usually much loss than 1,000. acres. As in the case of the selector of a 
pastoral block, the selector of land of this class will obtain first a license, aJnd 
subsequently r a lease, subject to the •payment of ^reut„ and ^VsdUnplian^ with condi*o 
tions for improvement and other regulations ; and of this hb will, if he have not already 
selected under one or other of the previous Land Acts, be allowed to choose 820 acres, 
which will eventually ^become his* own, and of which he will, in legal phrase, obtain the 
fee simple upon terms similar to those of the Act of 1863, under whidi, by the way, 
by far the groatbr jmrt of the selected land of Victoria has been taken up. 

It is obtaining the land absolutely for one's own that makes this form of .selec-^ 
tion so attractive. Those most eager in the “land scramble” belong to the Irish and 
•Scottish labouring classes. Large numbers of men of this kind are settled over. 
Australia, an<l for the most part make excellent colonists, one of their chief failings 
being oxtromo tenacity as to their rights as landed proprietors, and a tendency to 
impound their neighbours' sheep dr catEle in the event of a trespass, a tendency,, that 
leads to considerable litigation in the local courts, where the eccentricitii&s of the 
parties aro often tlio cause of much amusement. The writer remembens to have been 
present upon one occasion when a man of this sort, whose speech bewrayed his Celtic 
origin, laid a complaint against the poimdkccper, and sought to have him fined under 
the Impqjiinding Act for exceeding his authority, an oftcncc which, if proved, would 
have inVolved a penalty of £20. The excess of authority consisted in the unfortunate 
official having good-naturedly released from the pound a bull belonging to the com- 
plainant upon payment of a small sum, when he should strictly under the Act have 
chaigod him £5! It is perhaps unnecessary to add that the learned magistrate 

dismissed tKe case, citing an analogous English decision, where a prisoner convicted 
of an offence for which the penalty was imprisonment and a flogging, not only got out 
of gaol, but also sued the justices, on the ground that they had not ordered him to 
be flogged, “whereby,” as the declaration set forth, “the plaintiff hrth sustained 
damage ” ! 

The land law.i of the other Australian colonies, though differing from those of 
Victoria in respect of details, aro similar in the main principles, though of course in 
the less settled colonics larger areas arc offered for selection, and, if possible, on easier 
storms. Thus, in the Eastern district of New South Wales, the selector can take up 
as much as G40 acres, and in South Australia 1,280 acres, whilst in Queenslayid and 
Western Australia; with their enormous territory and sparse population, blocks of 
iniYnense extent ai^ offered on the easiest terms imaginable. In considering the value 
of a sde^tjon, however, its accessibility is of cour^ to be^ taken into account, even more 
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than its size or sto^-carrying capabilities. A very paradise ]yould bo Af little value 
situated in tfi#^middle of the Great Sahara. 

Nor is there less diversity in the'jnodo of life of the selector in different parts of 
the colonies than in* the 4ws and regulations* under which he holds his land.^ ^Tho ' 
life "thafit ho will 46ad, the work that ho will do, his comforts aftd his discomforts, wfU 
bo very different on a selection in the Wimmera or Northern Plains from what they would 
be in thp heavily-timbered ports of Gippsland or the Otway forest. In the former he 
has little n^oro to do J^han fence in his newly-acquired land and break up tlio soil with 
the plough^, in the latter he has literally to hew his way with his axo*intOfthe heart 
of some of the thickest forests on darth. •Indeed, so different are the *circiunstanco6 
of the two holdings that •there & hanlly an operation common to both. 

The first thing the* selector has to do after fixing upon a jiiece of country is to 
peg it out. This is effcc£ed*by driving pegs into the ground at the angles of the 
selection, and &t intervals along its boundaries, and should be done .with great care, 
otherwise he* may lose the best part of his intended block. Ho then lodges with the « 
locaf land officer a formal application to bo allowed to select this land, which, ho identi- 
fies by reference to the official maps, at the same time paying a small deposit. Tho^ 
application ia submitted by the officer to the local land board, which, in casti it should 
approve of the* application, forwards it on with an ondoi*sement to that effect to the 
Minister of Limds for the colony, by whom it is^ almost invariably rati tied, and a 
licoirse issued Jbo the applicant to occupy the land in question. Should tjio application 
bo refused, the deposit paid to the land officer is returned The next thing for the 
selector to do after obtaining his license is to get his selection surveyed by on 
authorised surveyor, which will probably cost him about £8, more or less, according 
to circumstances. Meantime ho will of course have run up somo sort of a shed or 
dwelling-house, and commenced to enclose his selection with a fence 8f sRipc kind. 
Many of these fences are very weak affairs indeed, consisting merely of cut scrub 
and undergrowth heaped together. This is called a bush fence. Log fences arc also 
much employed where timber is plentiful, and consist, as their name implies, of logs 
piled together and rolled one upon another. A log fence is a fonnidablo obstacle, 
as will be soon apparent to anyone who ^rics to jump a horso over it More often, 
however, fences of posts and rails or posts and wire arc made use of, as being more 
effective, and affording loss harbour to rabbits and other vermin, besides bejng ICss 
liable to «leStruction by hrp, a danger to which the Australian fence is much 
exposed. ^ 

The character of the building that the selector will put up as a dwelling will, of 
course, •depend upon his circumstances, and whether he has a wife and family ; but ibus 
, he is enAlCfed to include the cost of the building in the “ improvements ” which the* law . 
requires him to* make upon his holding before obtaining his lease, it is usual to erect a* 
fairly substantial hut almost at once, which is afterwards frequently converted into a 
kitchen, other living rooms being erected in front of it as they are ^required. In tliia 
way many selectors gradually make for themselyes very^ comfortable homes, but the 
house of the struggling man^ust seized u^n the land and hard pressed* for ready 



Z70 


CASSELL'S PIGTUBESqUE AUSTRALASIA. (Few SKLccnmr 

o *' 

cash is often a^ mere bar)c shed, or for a time even a tent is mad& to do duty, Whilst 
his food consists chiefly of damper. This damper is merely flour and yfi^sr made into 
a dough, and baked in the ashes of a wood fire.^ " 

When a man with a wife and family and some little ciypital scflects, he usually goes 
irp lirst himself, and at once begins erecting fo^ them a more or lesiS ^substantia} house, 
probably laying out at the same time a small garden to grow vegetables, &6, As soon 
as this is completed he brings them up and settles ^hem in it, and' is thus e^nabled to 
do his fencing and other improvements under far less disagreGi{.blo conditions, having 
a plcasanf. home and comfortable meals to return to at the end of his 'day's work. 
His sona also as they grow up iwsi.st him in working the place, whilst ^tho daughters* 
help their mother Ui attend to the 6ows, pigs, and fowls, and thiA enable him to make 
something by his d|iir^. In timp, the bpys will probably take up selections for them- 
selves in the same locality, and, if possible, adjacent to that of their father; whilst the 
girls will make, good wives for the neighbouring selectors, or will gf3 'but to service. 
This last, however, does not very often happen, as the Australian working class6s have 
strong ideas on the subject of social equality. So the selector’s girls object to “service,” 
not so much disliking the hou.so work, to which they are accustomed from their 
infancy, bi»t aflronted at not being allowed to sit at dinner with the squo^^ter’s 
“young ladies." It is, moreover, undeniable that in the colonies the lino of class 
iUstinction is by no moans strongly marked, and the squatter on the next station,* 
though ho C()uld write a cheque for thousands at a minute’s notice, m(iy have begun 
life as a cowboy, and may still have a cowboy’s ideas and feelings, whilst the struggling 
owner of the selection on the outskirts of his run may be a gentleman of refinement and» 
education, and his wife the descendant of a line of carls. 

The constniction of the house, of course, varies according to the taste and means 
of the .^ofectof ; frequently it is a weather-board cottage "with a roof of cornigated iron, 
and whoiH) clay is available, the chimnoj’^s and floor will often be of brick. Another 
method of building is by lotting slabs cut smooth on one side into grooves cut in the 
upright posts, a plan known as “ round horizontals.” Where possible, the dwelling is 
placed on the bank of a crook, lake, river, or else a dam is made or well is sunk at^^ 
a convenient distance, but occasionally watef has to be carted for miles, especially in 
seasons of drought. 

' The selector, having now got his house built, and his garden safe in a rabbit-pr6of 
fence, will set to Avork in earnest upon the selection itself. Having enclosed itrwith 
a substantial fence all round, ho next proceeds to divide it off into separate paddocks, 
and to prepare for the plough such portions os he intends to place under cultivation. 
In oriler‘to do this ho wdll first ha\"e to get rid of* the trees, which sucl^ fromjithe soil 
. the nutriment that should go to support his crops. This is usually by ’ 

' the process known os “ ring-barking,” which consists in removing from tile tree, at a few 
feet from its base, a stripe of bark about a foot wide. This prevents the sap from 
rising up through^ the bark to the upper part of the tree, which accordingly withenr 
and dies; the limbs gradually fall, and at the end of some years the trunk comes 
crashing* to the ground. In heavily-timbered ^country* where many acres have bem 
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rin^-baxked, you nftiy hear day and night, all the year round, at intervals of a few 
minutes, the Inibise of the falling limbs,* whilst an occasional roar like thunder proclaims 
tho fall of some monarch of the forest **rung" many years before. Even in tolerably 
lightly-limbered couiltry riijfg-barking is said *to increase the carrying capacity, of tho 
land ft>r grazing**purpo6cs a * hundred ^ per cent., and where the trees are thicl^ tjie. 
improvement in the fertility of the soil is, of course, much greater. In such places 
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the expense of completely clearing tho 
land is terribly severe, there being 
some parts where it costs from ^£10 
to £12 per acre to prepare* tho land 
lor the plough. It is usual, after a few years, when most of tho limbs have fallen, to 
eolleot and bum these, leaving tho trunks to fall later on. Where there is a thick 
scruH or ui^deigrowth, as in parts of Gippsland, this is first cut and left upon tho 
grouni^^e timber being “rung.” After being allowed to dry for .a year or two, 
a day is' chbsen at tho end of sunder, and it is set on fire. This is called 
a ** burning off.” A laigo ‘‘bum-off” is really a magnificent spectacle. The scene 

resembles Dora’s realistic illustration of Dante's Inferno. Aerds upon acres over 
which the flames have passed ^ still aglow ; tho trees, with *stcms and brahehes 
blazing in all manner of** beautiful and fantastic shapes, darting oi^ ttongues of 
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flamo from ev^ry crovice and cranny, tower aloft, masses of incStodescctlt chaiboal, 
and as they topple over with a crash that resounds above the noise €/f' the flames, 
send up showers of sparks to heaven ; whilst far ‘away, driven before the wind, with 
howl, and crackle, and roar, rush the' retreating waves of iiro, hastening pnward 
fof fresh prey. The ^nen from the nearest selections' have* come‘'4o bear a* hand, 
and keep the fire from their own and their neighbours’ fepccs; for should the 
wind change, or should the fire overleap the bounds ^signed to it ahd clioose^ another 
track, damage to the extent of thousands of pounds might be caused, in a few 
hours, not to ^ mention the danger to their homesteads, with their >^ives and 
cljiidren. ^They arc the fire-tamers, the^ fearless holders of the 'magic lamp of know- 
ledge and the ring of prudence, who keep the terrible genie in check, and make him 
do their work ; and weird and ghastly they look as they /lit , darkly along the out- 
skirts "of the burning hreo. Altogether, it is a scene that strikes with awe and 
wonder any<jne beholding it for the first time, for its weirdness is enhanced by the 
^litudo of the bush, and the absence of the bustle and rushing to and fro which 
distinguish a largo conflagration in the city. 

The selector, even more than the squatter, should bo a veritable Jack-of-all-trades; 
ffir whereas it is suflicient for the latter to unclevstand the difteront operations of 
carpenter, blacksmith, saddler, and plumber, in order to direct his men in their proper 
performance, the farmer, having usually no one except his sons to assist him, must be 
equipped with the practice as well as the theory. At the same time, i\o very high 
degree of exceflence in these crafts is required, bush car|>entcring and fiirrieiy being 
of the roughest }x>ssible description, strength alone being aimed at, and elegance at a 
discount. 

The selector, moreover, should bo a handy man, to whom nothing comes amiss, 
and should,^ of eoume, be a thoroughly practical farmer, and a good judge of all kinds 
of stock. ’*Tho raw, unexperienced man, or in colonial parlance, the “new chum,” who 
rashly takes up a selection without any previous training or knowledge of the sort of 
life ho will have to lead, will almost certainly end in disaster, and if he bo at the com- 
* mcnccmcut a small capitalist, in a few years there is likely to be very little of his 
“ small capital ” remaining, or if remaining, it vill most likely have been transferred to 
the pockets of his more astute neighbours. An old German colonist, a shrewd and 
thoroughly practical man, having entered into partnership with such a one in a selec-* 
tion, gave the following pithy account of the transaction : — “ Six years agb had *de 
experience and he had do capital; now I have de capital and he has dc experience!” 
Some of these “ ncw-ichum ” selectors go into the bush expecting to find there all the 
characteristics of a fashionable watering-place. One young gentleman even ani^ouncedHhat 
ho "intended to have plenty of society in the bush,” and to that end pro|^daisd to 
construct a btiUmoni and a tennis-court immeejiately on his arrival on liis selection, 
which was in the heart of the primeval forest. • 

After having resided upon his holding as a licensee for a term (usually of six 
years), the selector obtains from the local land officer a certificate that he has made 
improvemenU! to the value required by ^law he ia then entitled to have a lease issued 
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to him. This is %. great benefit, as it frees him from the onerous necessity of 
continual residence upon his solection/and enables him to raise money upon it either 
by sale or mortgage*— a permission of which he is not generally slow to take advantaga 
Sometiipes a squattcf induces someone to select for him some coveted piece of land 
contiguous to hu^*run, upon the imdorstandiiig that he shall deliver it over as %oon 
as he obtains the loo^. Tliis is called “dummying/' and the selector under such 
conditioi^js is callc!^ a "dummy.” ^ The practice is, of course, illegal, as being directly 
opposed to .the public, policy of the colonies, and is guarded against by stringent enact- 
ments ; but even * those have not been able to entirely put a stop tq it, Jbhough it 
is far less common now thair it was* a few yeats ago. Often, too, a selector will taly) 
up land with the infontion of fnaking himself so obnoxious that the adjacent squatter 
will be glad to buy him ojLit at his own price, a stratagem once ^frequently practised, 
though, \varned by experience, the squatters have taken care where possible to Secure 
all the best pkrts of their holdings, or as it is called, “ to pick the eyes out of their 
^runs.” The •writer has knowri an instance of one unlucky squatter who had his horso^ 
padlock selected right up to his front door. Nor docs this kind of selector usually 
stop at trifles to cttcct his object ; he steals the squatter's sheep, appropriates or " dufls ” 
his •cattle, leaves his gates open, and impounds his stock, and boQomes such a thorn in- 
the side of his riclier neighbour that the latter is at last glad to pay any price to get 
rid of him. Shch practices as these in years gone by made the very name of selector 
hateful to sty.tion-holders and their managers, and* there was dire war between them; 
but a bettor spirit now prevails, and the two classes pull fairly well together. Indeed, 
many selectors during a portion of tho year work for squatters, especially at shearing 
time, an<l thus make enough to support themselves during tho remainder of tho year. 
In some districts, too, the selector will make a good profit by splitting timber for 
palings, or cutting firewood for sale at the nearest town ; and ho will «ftom purchase 
a bullock-team and cam good wages as a bush carrier. 

There is a prevalent idea that tho selector, by reason of tho smallness of his holding, 
is debarred from making good profit by sheep fanning. This, acconling to experience, Ls 
erroneous. The fact is that sheep farming can bo successfully followed on areas of 
640 or even 320 acres, and even land thaf has been exhausted by constantly being kept 
under crops, and upon which, in consequence, the selector has been ablo barely to earn a 
livelihood, has, by being sown with English or other grasses, or used as pasture for o«few 
years, bean finaproved and restored to its former excollonce, tho selector in tho meanwhile 
earning a fair living from tho wool and increase of his sheep. As these small holdings 
generally have more or less easy access to a market, it usually ^ays the selector to 
breed® his slij^cp with a view to mutton rather than to wool, and with this view, ho 
generalli^^rofers tho Lincoln, tho cross-bred, or other laigo-framed sheep, rather than 
^6 pure merino of the squatter, who kqpps sheep for their wool alone. ' • 

Even when his land is cleared and his lease obtained, the selector’s troubles are by 
no means over. To him, as to tho squatter, dingoes and rabbits are terrible foes, and 
the wallaby (a sort of small kangaroo) and other marsupials make sad havoc of his crops. 
Tl^e ravages committed by mbbits are ver/ great, whole districts being eatefti bare by 
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them, so much so that the legislatures of Now South Wales, ^ Victoria, New 
Zealand have passed Acts to accomplish their destruction, biit they so rapidly 

that these have hitherto been of little avail In 'Queensland they* have no rabbits, but 
the marsupials there are a great pest, aAd a Marsupial Act ^as beto passed with a view 
te their extermination. • Terrible storips, too, are told of the losses by 4oods of fielectors 

settled along the banks of the larger 
Vivevs, and by lire in the. densely 
timbered country, such as the Cape 
Otway forest Both flood and fire 
inflict damage ' to the extent of many * 
thousands of ^^poilnds, bringing ruin to 
hundreds of families, besides being 
often attended with loss of life. 

Though the sclectoV’s life is un- 
doubted! one of hardship, and some-^ 
times of danger, to on enterprising 
and industrious man it has great 
charms, oflering, as it does, a prospect 
of becoming in a few years compara- 
tively rich. Besides this, it is free, * 
healthy, and independent Moreover, 
the selector has the satisfaction of 
knowing that every stroke of work that i 
■ho does is for his own benefit; and if 
industrious and energetic, he has the 
almost certain prospect of one day 
becoming the owner of the land he 
tills, a pleasure denied to the labourer 
or tenant farmer at home. Many a 
selector who has taken up his land r 
almost without a penny has brought 
up a largo family upon it and died a 
wealthy man, though * imder ordinary 
circumstances he can hardly look* for- 
ward to more than a moderate com- 
^ potonce as a return for much hard work. 

Meantime ''his children grow up around him. able to handle horses and ^ttle fQmost 
as well as their father. From an early age they begin to make themselves usSM about 
Mie place, and at eighteen, the ago at which Qio law allows them to take up a selec- 
tion for themselves, they are usually well able to manage it to the best advantage.^ Nor 
is their oduoation neglected in the moanwhila In districts the most remote, wherever 
a score or so of chil<lren can bo collected within a radius of fivo or six miles, the admirable 
system of State education which prevails throughout the colonies provides a school, and . 
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such! schools^ are much on a par with, those for children of the same (floss in England, 
while the general standard of education is considerably higher. Whether or not 
it is desiral^o thaf rpUgious instruction should bo given in State schools was for a 
long time a vexed question^ and is still occasionally raised, but in spite of the ohe|getic 
protests of the* ministers of various • denominations, the general sense of the cdh>- 
munity seen^ to^ be •against it, and the State education of the colonies conforms to 
the ideas of the more llodic&l scjction of the community, being free, secular, and com- 
pulsory. ,• 
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LORNE.. 

^ • 

A OnAt Plain — Oum Trees and Wattle— TJnkno\('n Depths — ^The Sea — Spltvuuo X lie AXVMJUB— xxuioaiui— JlIXWlUA W 
* St. George — ^Thc Cumberland Caves— Along the Shore — ^pie Erskiue Falls-^“ BuahedP* — The Fire'Pieild — 
straw’s Fallsr— Paradise. 

« I 

T he train that has brought us from Melbourne has sped for eighty miles tthrough 
one long level of grassy plain, “save where, full five good miles awayr.the You- 
Yangs towered ,irom out the green,” and where, with one momentary gleam of sunlit 
blue, Corio Bay flashed by. At Birregurra,* where \h6 coaches await us, still the same 
great plain stretches around ; but away to the south rise* the purple ridges which guard 
the seaward-gazing gorges of Lormi. For. twelve miles the road winds through barely 
undulating grass-land, dotted everywhere, like an English park, with the blackwood 
which, more than any other Australian tree, recalls the elm. Except for the fences, 
there is scarcely a sign of human occupation; homesteads am few and far between. 
There are thousands of sheep grazing on these plains; but wo scarcely see any, for 
they aro sheltering from the burning sun. The white scut of a rabbit goes flashing 
through the bracken; snowy clouds of cockatoos sail away amid the tme- tops; •wo ' 
may even catch sight of a hunted kangaroo, clearing fence and fallen timber in his 
tireless leap. ^ 

But, after ,tho half-way hostelry where the travellers make territic onslq light* on 
the groaning board, tho scene is wholly changed. The ascent of the ranges has 
begua It is a six-mile climb. Wo look back upon thS great plain that stretches 
beneath us away to tho horizon, like a misty blue sea, without a break in its vast 
monotony, save for one or two lone heights that rise, like purple shadows, far away where 
the dlstaycb mbits into cloudland Tho forest-clad ridges slope down on either hand, 
with deep clefts parting them, and rounded basins of billowy greea The gnarled and 
twisted gum-tree of tho plains disappears, and still, os we mount, huger and huger rise 
tho forest giants, leafy towers whose crests, like cloud-wreaths afar up, wave to and 
' fro. Tho perfume of tho golden wattle fills the air, and bright flowers, strange to 
English eyes, gleam amid coral-fem and gmssy tussock. The gorges on either side 
of tho rood grow steejier; precipice-like, they descend through deepening gloom, till 
the «oye can pierce no further into tho sombre tangle where the dense-thronging tree- 
trunks rise out of tho undoi’growth, close-ranged as tho fencing palisa(fos*of sfime 
forest-fort of Titans. And, anon, amid those mighty shafts, we see what seem like palm-trees 
in slender stem and feathery crest; but they aro crowned with fresher, brighter green 
than any palm. These aro tho rfrst of the troe-fems — the outposts of thaUaimy which 
spreads its clouds of skirmishers all along tho hill-sides, but masses its mighti^ force, 
fA in secret ambush, deep amid tlie shadows ofr sunless gullies. 

At lost we gain^ the summit of the central ridge ; but’ there^ is no far-reachinjf view 
of }\azy plain to northward, or of gleaming sea to southward ; for the giants of the 
forest stand up on every hand,^with trupks twenty feet in gjrth, and with crests swayix^ 
in the breczb from two to three hundred feet ovefheadL. 
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Down we pliiii^fe, at a swinging trot, over a road gui^bless of Aacadam, wherQ 
the coach rddks as we sweep round sharp turns, and we marvel how the horses can 
keep their footing <m gradients whef^ the passengers are fain to hold on with tense 
muscles^ lest they suddenly; dive headlong, sideward glance down the shee^ slope, 
that sinks to unknown* doptlis, is apt ^ to call up in one’s ineAory stories of coinfllbs 
that have toppled o\er like perilous verges and gone rolling over and over in 
dire concision till arrested, with awful crash, against some massy buttress of timber. 
But the fa< 5 p of our Jphu is “ a liglit of safety ; " his eye beams reassuranca No black 
care sits bbhind that horseman, at least. If you cautiously cpiestion diim ^as to the 
• frequency of ^cidents*on this rooA, he will *tell you that Mountjoy “Brothers, wl» 
run these coaches, h&ve iHever had an accident. . Some sordid souls, indeed, who ere- 
while essayed to run an opposition lino, wont over, pi hideous ruin, to the fate that 

they merited — even they add cJl such as put their trust in them ; but and here ho 

describes to ydu the state of the road as it once was, when there wajs some credit in 
^driving safely. Thus assured fliat these are the very piping times of peace in mountain* 
coacli-travel, your soul hath calm. 

The vivid green of ti-scrub, and the downy blue of young gum-leaves, brightening; 

. venerable trunks dark with scars of ancient fires, flit past ; the ammatic sprays of the 
peppermint brilsh our faces, as we dash by with quickening speed; the blue sky, 
sleeping in front betw'een the tree- tops, seems suddenly to stretch downwards, as though 
the 4ieaven wgre coming to meet the earth, or as if wo had come to thq verge of the 
world, ancl wore about to launch over into empty space, for the blue is right beneath 
»us — but it is the sea! 

The mountain-road ends abruptly with the steepest plunge and sharpest turn of 
all, and we are rolling along a green lane, with blossomed boughs meeting overhead. 
The hoofs flasli through a ford, where a stream issues from a mountain &org8, Jbo brawl 
over pebbles, to broaden into a still lagoon, to cleave through sand a narrow channel, 
and finally "to mingle with the bounding main.” 

And this Ls Lome! It is but a hamlet of scattered homesteads nestling amongst 
the trees — a slender crescent of thinly-wooded land, with half a hundred acres of clear 
level meadow hard down by " the siirgy ifiurmurs of the lonely sea.” The dark woods 
bend round protectingly, shutting out the unrestful world; there is peace in the veiy 
sight of it. It has not grown fast — thank Heaven! — nor soon do we look to^ see* it, 
vulgarised* bf " terraces,” and robbed of its birthright in Arcadia by ;in esplanade. A 
score or so of years ago, a solitary settler, scouring the trackless ranges for lost cattle, 
descended on this faiiy bay. The quiet solitude haunted him till he gathered his herd 
on its ^larrow^pastures, and there he lived till some journalist, on whom the monotony 
of Quecdllfliff’ and Sorrento had palled, discovered him. Thereafter, year by year, the. 
rough weather-fioard homestead grew to meet the wants of the gathering host of guests,* 
extendmg its casual octopus limbs to right and left, and soaring at^last into a goodly 
pile of. masonry — and, behold, an hotel ! and men named it " Erskipc House.” Tll^en, 
cmuiious, rose another, in American magnificence ^f encircljng balconies, broad staircases, 
and. echoing halls, st&nding stately on a windy foreland, with the* sea at its fbet hurling 
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cataract sheets *of foam over a long, low reef. It looks far out over the Soifchem 
Ocean ; but the great lucua a 'tion lucendo is an inspiration still, and H is named the 
“ Pacific Hotel.” There is a third hosteli^ yet, shi^ihking back into the arms of the forest, 
embowered in greenery — the “Lome Hotel.” * 

* 4^Let us climb the long hill that rises up behind. In a moment y6tl are in the heart 
of the wooda Dwellings of men have disappeared; even the presence of the sea is but 
revealod by a long, low murmur, like voices in a dream. « The slope is 8teep,uand the 
bracken dense around our knees ; but already the balsam that breathes from the 
eucalyptue is «»in our lungs, and “not poppy nor mandragon no; nor tne Indian’s 
mysterious coca — is so potent to cast out pain of toil and sen^ of wearinesa The weakest 
feel strong at Lome, and labour has nowise ceased to be a pleasure when we stand upon 
the ridge. A narrow path, like a sheep-track, winds away up. the forest-aisle to the brow 
of the hill. On the left, the wayfarer beholds the blue water — the sea, fringed with 
bright foam, and glorious with crashing breakers and sheeted ghosts t»i spray. In a 
"broarl half-circle the crest spreads out, headland peeping forth behind bold headland; 
sheer mountain-sides towering up from the purple sea, flecked with sunlight and barred 
with shadow ; stem cliffs, and openings of delicious bays ; and as the eye yearns over all 
’ this beauty, there breathes a music from it, long to haunt the chambers of uhearing-«<>tho 
organ-tones of nature. To the right, from the great central range, the league-long ridges, 
like the Angers of a hand, slope downward, with deep gorges between. The* terraced tiers of 
forest-trees riso each liehind each, molting into hazy blue and ethereal pi^irpl^ and, far 
away, the long, waving line of the Otways, dreaming against the summer heaven. 

But our hill-path ends abruptly, and so steeply descends the slope that it seems os 
if ono might cast ,a stone into the little river that gleams five hundred feet below in that 
narrow valley — nay, rather, that green basin between the hills ; for they rise up sheer on 
all sides, iho huge mass of Mount St. George in front, and to right and to rearward 
a tangled maze of lesser heights, dipping their feet in the stream, and mantling their 
brows with shaggy greenery. You shall not lightly look on a fairer scene ; for this that 
wo stand uix)n is the famous “Teddy’s Look-out.” Why “Teddy’s” no ono knows. 

Wo descend the hill — a veritable “Hill Difficulty” at this end — and leap or ford the 
St. George Crock, as tide shall serve, and strain through bracken and bush up the 
opposite slope, not without vrary watch of stirring grass for snakes — for snakes assuredly 
,th(tro arc, albeit imagination bodies forth many more than you shall ever see with cor- 
poreal eye — and, rtriking a sheep-track, follow it round the shoulder of the kill, tSl we 
cross a roc*ky ravine. A few minutes’ desperate scramble up the further face, amid 
boulders and crumbling earth — then, victorious but panting, we address us to the long, 
steady climb to the summit of Mount St George. This hillside, was heavily timbered 
once ; but, years ago, all the trees were “ rung,” and now like tall white sp^^es they 
stand, ah exceeding great army, stretching to the sky what seem anguish-writhen arms of 
mute appeal against man, who has blasted their youth and bared them of theip glory. 
The fresh breeze meets you with now life on its wings as you win the summit The 
forest-battalions sweep down beneath your feet in stately ranks to the foam-fringed bay ; 
the eye rahges over tliirty miles of coast, from the Eagle Bock — that seems in the misty 
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distiftice like a noUe ship in full sail — to Mbunt Defiance southward, Juige and dark, 
with well-ni^ perpendicular sides, fore%t>clad to tho water’s edge. 

In this direction lie the Cumbeifand Caves, to bo reached by four miles* journeying 
over s|ant rock-shoKes and craggy reefs, that run down, like cross-walls, to tJiQ sen. 
Hero Mie sleepless waves are Yor ever hurling themselves on skerry and bold-upstand^g 
scaur, and rushing up the long, deep, narrow chasms. We cross the mouth of the 
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Cumberland Creek, which, a little distance inland, comes forth through a cleft oC tho 
mduntaifts-^ Titan portal, with a crag on either hand, shapen^ like a Iiugo grey 
tower. Warily you descend the sheer rock that flanks tho entrance to the Cumberland 
Cave, and heedfully watch your time, lest the vicious rush of tho iftcomiiig waves drench 
you Irevou# can set foot underneath the dark vault, whore, like ghostly drapdiry, tho .grey 
stalactflEes hang heavily down out of the twilight, whoso dusky depths seem gloomiest at 
noontide ; but when the evening sim slants a rosy pathway across the waters, then -the 
gleaitx of the rock-pools 

— •* strikes np through the portal a ghostly reverse on tho doipo of the cave. 

On the depth of the dome ever darkling^and dim to the crown of its arc. 

That the son-ooloiired tapesi^y, sunless for ever, may softew the dark.*’ 
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However fa? you follow the windings' of this coast, you will b6 loth to turn %iU 2 k. 
Bound every headland you expect to find a lovely bay, with silver-fiashiii^ creek mur- 
muring seaward, and you are not disappointed. ' The glorious music of Uie waters 
attendsr you all the way ; the air is mistj^ with cool spray, wUch flo&ts in vapour-, wreaths 
round the huge bluffs that bathe their feet in the brine the dark gi’ty cliffs tower* up 
like a fortress-wall on your right. And now, on the left, between you and the sea, there 
runs a long, shoulder-high battlement of Nature’s rcapng,. even-squared and regular as 
a sea-wall of man’s fashioning. Between this and the high clil^ you treq^ ^ broad, 
level causeway i but everywhere in the grey stoUe at your feet, and in the iace of the 
sea-wall, and all up the sheer cliff, aife embedded myriads of ‘sphericar brown stones 
like rusty cannon-balls, as though these battery-rocks had* long kgo been bombarded 
from the sea. Ten miles along the coast^ the rocks assume, yet more fantastic shapes. 
Not only aro the cann6n-balls there, but what seem huge guns mounted on petrified 
carriages point defiantly seaward, and near them is a great crag in the* likeness of a 
human head. From the south it presents a perfect profile of Greek beauty, but from 
the north it is a witch's face, with sinister sneer and dark eyes stonily glaring from 
cavernous sockets; while behind it gnarled roots, fantastically twined, fitly represent 
fShake-wreathed tresses. Some adventurous souls press on and on along thj^ enchanted 
shore, till they roach, thirty miles away from Lome, the smooth sands and long 
low foreland of Apollo Bay; but spirits cast in less heroic mould may fbllow the coast 
north-eastward from Lome to the ' Eagle Rock, with its fossil-studded i^dos and its 
octopus-haunted pools. 

But the charm of Lome is not on the seaward side only. Inland there are 
forest-tracks, narrow and overshadowed, where axe and bill have cleft a way into the 
very heart of the wood-world, revealing a land of streams, of deep dark fem-gullies, of 
gloaming viaterslidos and echoing falls. Here is a blithe party starting for the Erskine 
Falls. They aro provisioned as against a siege. Tinkling pannikins galore and smoke- 
grimed “billies” aro hon\ Everyone grasps the six-foot alpenstock, without which no 
equipment is hero accountoil complete. They stream up the long track, “counter- 
^ changed with dusk and bright,” between the tall white tree-stems, each straight os an 
arrow for a hundred feet, sometimes for two <h’ throe. The leathery foliage high over- 
head seems to lie in delicate tracery of lacowork against the eternal blue, while the 
viviij green of the dense undei^owth makes all below look like an English copse in 
taring. Parrots, crimson, blue, and green, flash like living gems between thb trees ; 4he 
goblin chuckle am! long derisive mirth of the laughing jackass make the air jubilant 
wth sound: if you are l)oth keen-eyed and fortunate", you may find in a fork of the 
braijches a' native bear ; no ursine terror, this, but on innocent, harmless,^sleepyMittle 
sloth, a small fat incarnation of sluggish contentment, widi beady eyes winkingSkrough 
soft grey ,fur ; or perchance wo shall discover, gunning himself by the track, a dragon- 
seeming iguana, which replies to o\ir insiilting pokes by defiantly thrusting out a iivid- 
blue tongue ; or — an excitement oftoner talked of than tasted — a snake is surprised in 
his siesta, and is promptly immolated on the altar of our vengeance for the mischief 
he had itria him to commit ^Tho murmur* of the sea faints on the ear and dies, the 
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last cfiur gleam dimpled purple is shut out by a huge mountain-diouldor, and all 
around is thei forest primeval, with folded ridges dim behind* their veil of gauzy violet, 
and cool duskv shadows between, luring your feet to turn aside into mysterious enchanted 
dells. * • 

. But bewaro^lest the glamour of the forest beguile you: leave the track but tjive 
short minutes, and you may chance fo be bushed” for hours. Once fairly in the 
bewildering tAiigle of undergrowth, the jungle of messmate, dogwood, aiid^ peppermint, 
with trailing meshes of creepers and wiregrass interlaced about your knees and dropping 
<5ver your •shoulders like a sudden net-cast of malicious pixies, while, like a wall across 
your path, stJtetches* the fallen foiQest«king, flimae-blastod barrier four ob five feet high, 
on which you scarcely dartf to climb, lest your foot crash through its rottenness into the 
black central hollow, perchance to light amidst a knotted coil of serpents, or nameless 
“ squat ugly things of deadly shade,” abominations of pustuled kkin, and eyes of dull- 
gleaming opal-»-then, when whichever way you turn it seems to bo the wrong one, leading 
info denser •gloom and blinder snares, you may understand something of that sickening 
sinking of heart which is implied in the words “ lost m the bush.” 

Among the groy-whito stems there rises here and there a black shaft, yet with crest 
strangely green and feet mufiled round with frondage of vivid emerald or tinged with azu^ 
bloom. It may bo wo shall cross a wide belt of forest thus thronged with memorials of fioiy 
devastation and of Nature’s deathless youth ; for every few years there springs up in the 
pathless solitudes a sudden fiamc — no man knows, dr none confesses, how — and with tho 
waxing <fF the fire rises tho wind ; swiftly tho grass glares out in broad sliects of fervent 
glow ; the brakes crumble, down in ruddy rain ; red serpents dart up tho tall stems and 
leap from tree to tree ; and an awful deluge, with rolling billows of fire and fierce spray 
whirling far before on tho wings of tho hurricane, roars over league after league of tho 
forest, over-canopied with smoke-clouds surging and tossing in lurid brightBoss. It is 
not a year since I saw the darkness of it swallow up tho day, as the black raaSses, more 
solid-seeming than tho earth itself, were heaved upward thousands of feet, and streamed 
out far over the sea, which gleamed beneath with an unearthly light, as though there 
were fire in the heart of the flood Ono would imagine that after such an overflowing 
scourge had passed through it, the forcs4 would for years be naught but a bhu^kenod' 
desolation of blasted stumps — a dead world haunted by ashen-hued skeletons. Yet a few 
short months well-nigh eflace the traces of the fire. Fresh grass and Ibnis spring up as 
by jpaagic^ after the first shower; the “fire-weed” weaves a dense mantle of gfeen; thb 
great trees seem to have renewed their life ; the white gums show smooth stems, stainless 
us if no flame had ever touched them; only hero and there rougMy -wrinkled shafts of 
the sftiHgy-bark rise, branded for ever with the memory of that day of horror. , 

AtfgiMst we gain the top of the ridge, five miles from Lome. Here, two selectors’ 
huts, each with its patch of tilth-land in a hanl-won clearing, tempt us with sti;iiwberries 
and d^k-crimson raspberries, and milk, to turn aside for a few restful moments. There- 
after the track tends downhill, growing steeper and ever steeper, till 'Are are fain to clutch 
the slender stems and swing ourselves down from tree to tree, each moment sinldng 
deeper into twilight of luminous gse^n. 19ie iflurmur dhd low laughter o{ waters fall 
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upon tlie ear, and with one last neck-perilling plunge we' stand in therhollow of the pver- 
bed, with the decp-broim stems of the tree-ihms making pillared; shade/* their 

broad fronds 
meeting and in- 
. ,, terlacing ^ over- 
head ; while in 
front, between 
the dusky col- 
umnii the flash^ 
ing ripples of 
the river shine 
in fitful gleams. 
Sweet is the 
cool water as 
it plashes and 
swirls about the 
mossy stepi)ing- 
stones, over 
which vro pass 
through sun- 
light from gloom 
into gloom. Our 

way henceforth leads by a naiTow path beside the bed of the stream, crossing it 
from time to time. Treo-fems are all around us, outnumbering here the Ibrest-anakim, 
and sometimes almost rivalling their girth. Hero we stoop beneath a shaggy 
brown monaterr; two feet in diameter, leaning across the track, and looking like a 
Bactrian earners neck, with matted board drooping beneath its bend : there, as wo 
stand amidst a dense grove of their graceful shafts and look upwanl, wo make 
guess that their fronds, faintly sighing in the breeze, branch out twenty or thirty feet 
overhead. Wo pass a broad crag slightly sloping from the perpendicular, down which 
the water slides and leaps in glittering thmads to a black tarn beneath — “Straw’s 
Falls,” men call them ; but they do but whet our appetite for the beauty that awaits 
us now so near. 

A few minutes more of faring through the dewy shadows, and the hpame caUing 
of thp waterfall strikes upon the ear. Away in front, amid the columned stems and 
green interlacings of slender sprays and chequerwork of quivering leaves, a white veil 
seems to hang. We thrust aside the last screen of fem-frond and odorous bpughs 
of peppennint and musk, and lo, the Ersldno Fall. Not one solid volume water 
hurled over the rock-verge in one wild leap, to be swallowed up In turmoil of 
foam and seething whirl, is this ; but lovingly it clings to the face of the cliff,^ down 
which it molts and slips and reels; feathering from fairy ledges and gleaming through 
little clefts, drifting to rightvrard and swaying to leftward as though it were swung by 
the breezes^ with dainty hurry and with wilful lingering, with tinkle of laughter and 
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Tadiatfte of smile, as though the pulsing of & happy life were in it, as though half- 
viewless OreaA^and Naiad with linked fingers and plashing feet came dancing evermore* 
down a ladder of diamonds and omdralds, to plunge at last in one long glorious leap 
of snow^ limits and streaming tresses into theltr mountain bath, above which hovers 
the •ghost of a ndnbowi* half4revoaled through the dimness of the mist that fibats 
up from the . bursting ,of the foam-bollk The air is full of the sound thereof, no 
“drumming tfiunder” and hoars^ reverberation, but a mingled harmony of calling 
voices and ^witchery jf laughter, of blithe whisper and sorrowless sighing, blending 
with a miikitudineus murmur and muifled roar as of breakers rusliii^ over sands. 
•Behind the veil of falling water there* are discerned only hero and there wet gleams o/ 
the dark rock, for the* faqp oT the crag is all marked with glittering green, with maiden- 
hair tossing gems from, its, delicate quivering ^sprays, shimmering half-hidden through* 
screens of falling crystal, Dr "peeping between the tremulous threads of silver, ‘with 
plumes of grass and careless-trailing creepers, with cushioned mosses and sweet tangle 
of finy leaves and starliko flotNrers, all agleam with sunlit dew. And high up above, , 
greeA boughs are bending over, and bread-shadowing fronds, and behind them the 
straight white stems soar upward till their leafy crowns are wreathed with strays from 
icloudland. Qn either hand of the deep ravine rise up sheer the mountain-sides, a** 
wilderness of Verdure, of blossomed gold and snowy blooms, giant trunks enwreathed 
with clinging parasites and hung with rarest ferns and bowing branches, odorous with 
musk. Down the stream’s bed, till all is blended and 
lost in dimness of shade, are ranged the long ranks of 
^the troe-forns, with their broad crests softly heaving in 
swells of green. Below the falls the stream rushes 
threugh a hud- 
dled confusion 
of shattered 
trunks and 
splintered limbs, 

^till it breaks 
away, sliding 
over rock- 
shelves and 
rushing through 
chasnls, and 
anon spreading 
into • broi^d 
smooth 4i4SSchos, 
where " the chc- 
. quered» sun- 
beams dance 

against the sandy shallowa” Atid overhead breeds the fathomless heaven, a long 
-lane of deep pure blue. 

89 
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Time would fail to tell of all tho scbnes of haunting loveliness that make Borne a 
joy for ever : of “ Paiwlise,” a twilight bower of fernery ; of Corra £{!in» where the 
stream descends,' leap after leap, a wondrous hjiif-mile of broad • rock-ledges, a giant’s 
staircase, till between high dark walls \>f crag it glides mysterioitsly beneath a floor of 
elo£ 3 -Iaid tree-trunks, Hicanlcd with moss and hcavy-traiKng creeper and dank weed ; oi 
tho Phantom Falls, which won their name from the baflied searphers who tried so long 
in vain to re-discover them after their first finding^ of» Stony Creek and the Horse- 
shoe Falls, where the shadows are weirdly , dark at noonday, jfiid gigantic tree-ferns 
may be 1*011114, eleven feet in girth ; of liOutitt Bay, illustrated on p.* 288 ; of tho Veiled 
Harpy Jlock,* pictured below; of KelsAlI’a Rock, •a huge*blufl* whence inay be descried 
tho ships that enter tho Heads forty miles away, whol*c you Jook down upon tree-tops 
• waving hundreds o^^ feet below, while tlyi heiglits that thrpng: around send back shout 
or bugle-call many tinies repeated. * • 

All these, por theso alone, wo must needs leave undescribed. Bift he for w'hom 
Nature has a living voice and enthralling charm will not weary of the lone forest 
depths, of the wind-haunted mountain ridges, of tho murmuring sands, of the rocks 
that echo to tho thimdcjr of tho trampling surges. And though broad seas may roll 
between, and years of severance may make many things forgotten, that, pleasant, spot 
will surely live in his heart, a brooding star looking across twilight fields of memory. 
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AN ENGLISHWOMAN’S FlflST EXPERIENCE OF THE BUSH. • 

• •• • * - 

A New Cnum — Kangtuxxw and Rabbits — A DieUngnltdied €!olonial — Roughing It " — A ** Humpy — ^Hot Cakes 

— The Laughing- Jackw—A Bush Wash — Rain— A Carrier's Camp - A Steep Place— A Great Solitude — At 
Home— The — Gentle Corrfction— Dicky's Grave. 

] r AM an .Did hand liow: I was a “new chum” once, travelling up into the unsettled 
- part of th^ Busb the Central .Queensland Railway. How long agp tlflit scorns, 
^when I strained my eyes witfi Avild excitement to spe the kangaroos hop uncoifcemedly 
out of the. way of the train. “ They are as tamo as rabbits ! ” 1 exclaimed. 

The words Avere mdgic^l.*, EA^eryono in tjie raihray carriages TLicgan to talk.. Ai. 
invasion of rabbits — rabbit-proof fence — the ministry who could not legislate vigorously 
in ?iuch an emergency ought Jo bo turned out — the rabbits Avould bo bver the border, 
And .then an Act of Parliament would bo passed to keep them out. They aro over* 
now, and I knoAV avcU enough Avhat a serious matter it is; how they and the mar- 
supials Avill fight us for every blade of rich blue grass which wc want to resoi’vo for* 
*our Vattlo, oftr^ sheep, and our hoi*scs ; but then I knew nothing of all this, and 1 
felt as if I AA^as ^dreaming, Avith little Alice in Wonderland, about a parliament clccticd 
^by rabbits, and prime ministers Avith long cars and pink eyes. 

I had be^ri told the astounding fact that during the last six months thirty 
thousand kangaroos had been killed on the run through which the train Avas 
•now passing, and 1 Avas sitting quietly in a corner of the carriage chewing the cud 
of reflection, and listening • to cveiything that was being said, anxious to learn all 
.1 could about this new country. It was a new Avorld, arnl all the lanilinarks were 
diftcrent. It Avould hardly have seemed so strange if the speakers liad sjioken mnotlicr 
language ; but tins Avas English, and yet at every turn the conversation drifted out of 
my comprehension. It was all cattle, or sheep, or liorses ; So-and-So was mustering, 
So-and-So had been caught “ faking,” whims, divining rods, and so forth. Wo wore going 
^ver a range of hills, and the train aa^os crawling along. The engniio, being barely powerful 
enough on the flat, and quite impotx?nt to take the train up-hill, tried to get uj) c»ne 
incline three times, and at last succeeded at the pace at which a high-cljLss funeral 
travels. The railways of Queensland are narroAv-gauge, the carriages k»ng, with a gang- • 
way ^own® tfio centre, and the seats placed like those of a knifbboard omnibus. 
There are only two classes, first and second Wo had the lost carjiago in the, train, 
and besides obtaining a good view of the country, possessed the advantage seeing 
the sleepejp dance away into distance from under our feet. Everything about the 
fittings of the yholo train rattled, and shivered, and shook, so that conversation Avas-^ 
entirely out of the question, except in pftuses like those when the engine was taking 
breath. * The word “ rabbit ” having set cvciyone talking, the conversation continued 
brisk. • • 

“They take the passengers and mails yp te Pine Hill no^v, don’t the^V' asked 
someoiia 



292 


CASSELL'S PICTUBESeUE ^VSTHALASU. 


(An RaoLiawiaus'i Mn 

C- r 



* HUMPY.” 


'*1 don’t knoyr; but it is only ^ a matter of Aonths. 
before the line is o^n to Alpha.” 

1 was the on^ lady in the cariiage; opposite to me 
sat an individual whom, had ,T been "'in the old country, I 
might have taken for a suburban tait-bollector. *He' was 
a wealthy butcher, and having stumbled on some gold, 
is now a milliomire, and was one of the distin- 
guished colonials fSted in England at the Exhibition. 

What do you say the name of the* new station 
is ?’’ he asked. • ' ‘ ' 

“ Alpha.” 

Alpha,” he repeated, “and the next place 
is Beta, and there is a place over there called 
Omega. Aint it strange, now, that the people 
about here can’t find any decent ndmes for theij* 
places, but must needs call them by these black- 
fellow’s names!” 

The train, after much lingering, had pulled' 
up short, and I was glad that the collection of my numerous packages enabled me 
to have my laugh out under cov^r. It is all fair game for a “now chum” to laugh*’ 
if a bushmau makes a mistake, for there is no denying that they are; uni^ierciful in ' 
their taunts at a new chum. The Australian bushman is strong, capable, and in- 
genious, inured to hardship, and incapable of fretting over trifles; but ho is often ill- 
tempered and morose, always sure that the colonial way is best, and that there is 
nothing to bo learnt from anyone, least of all from a new chum. You must swing 
yourself ‘on lo your horse after the approved bush style; you must not care at 
all for the outward beauty of anything ; rough and ready is his motto, and neatness 
— bo blowed. The new chum, on the other hand, pitchforked from a drawing-room 
into a wild forest, and from silver and fine porcelain to a pocket-knife and a tin 
mug, is apt to have airs and graces ridiculous in this new atmosphere. His hands 

are feeble and clum.sy. Until now his wants have all been provided for him, and 

bo is helpless as a child before the necessities of a life where you are called upon 

( to* slay and cook before you can sit down and eat. In spite of his helplessness, 

which places him every moment at a disadvantage, the new chum's hhiu is Ibctive, 
and over fond of criticising and suggesting, when in many cases he does not even 
half understand wliat he is talking aWit. 

* “ The train will not take us any farther to-night The man is here with thd buggy, 
and to-morrow morning at dawn we will start for the station. 1 am afrai^^that you 
' will find it rather a rough shake-down, but tiiere is an obliging woman here who will 
do her best for yqu. Come in, and you shall have some supper.” * 

, I profess myself eager to “rough it,” and declare that I should enjoy sleeping on 
the floor. We enter the little shanty. « It is built ^f rough ^wood, and roofed with the bark 
of the bok-trea This bark is stripped off ii\ great sheets, and 'v^hen diy is* about 
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balf-aa^inch tliick. it is as smooth as paper/ and very useful for roofing Tho front 
room of the *&anty has a bar, aud sdmo seven or eight navvies were standing at it.’ 
A long table, with one bench and a few empty cases, which stood ready in tho event 
of extra ^soats being required, was, besides the btir, the whole furniture of the room# The 
table was spreads with a clean white cloth, and sot out with •knives and forks had 
t^tips,*and the largest .pt tin teapots. Tea is the great Queenshuid leverage, and 
it is dnmk af breakfast, luni^h, and dinner. 1 telt quite hungry, and readily agreed 
to go ^ and take off hat, and th%n come and sit down to supper. An untidy-looking 
• woman, the mistress of the “humpy,” showed mo to her room, 
wiiich she • had. veiy kindly Volunteered to surrender to me for the 
’ . " night • 

“ There aint no accommodation hero , the line 
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will be open to the township in a few weeks I 
jist has teas ready lor the pasi^cngers, but they 
'eve to camp where they can” • 

Saying which, she dinw aside a bit of sacking 
t^hind the bar, and showed me tho apartment which she had so kindly placed, at 
my dispoiak* I gasped lor breath By the laint light which pierced from the' bar' 
thmugh the ill-fitting slabs I saw a place which was more fitted for a dog-kennel than 
a human Eia^fiiLg-room ^ 

“ St aint what you may call tidy,” tho woman continued “ My man 'eve jist In'cn 
changing hisself.” She caught up a pair of trousers and a shirt lying on the floor, 
and stuffed thfim into tho unmade bed, ^ and, with a deftly directed kick, sen^ one ol^ 
her own garments under the bed, which action of here produced a low whine from a dog. 
followed by a whimper of a newly-bom puppy ' , 

“Lord bless us, if Snip aint had her puppies in here» I wonder how many sho 
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A call feom the bar distracted her tittention from Snip. . I steed aside to let her 

*pass out, and then 1 passed in. 

“ Nothin)? — ^no, nothing on earth — will maktf me sleep in li/ssre,” cl exclaimed to 
myself. “ I will just wash niy handsf and leave my hat on the bed, ‘iso as not to 
oO'c^id the woman, bul I would rather die than sleep on her bed.’o * I looked round 
for a basin and' some water, but there was nothing of the ^ind in the room.*' I^took 
oft* iny hat, but could not muster courage to put it down oq the bed, which' look^ as if it 
wem never shaken or made. I was like a person in'^ho presence of a dreadful tragedy, 
revolted by the sight, and yet rooted to tho spot with a sort of fascina^on. 1 just 
lifted the blanket. The bed was full of cakes-^small, • round; delicious-looking littloe 

buns ! 1 seized my hat, and ran, ran for my Jife, past the .bar,® through the navvies, 

' out into the open air. 

Buppor is ready.* Oh! who* can eat? I cannot, and yet a few moments ago 1 
was so hungry. I tell no one what I have seen, for I am conscious that I bragged a 
little about my <lolight at “roughing it,” and now I find that I am only ^beginning to 
loam the meaning of the word. *I try to eat some beef — that cannot have been kept' 
in the bed! In spite of my fatigue, I am amused at the novelty of everything. The 

• ‘faces of friends at home rise and smirk at me as I put the food into my mouth with 
a two-pronged iron fork. I am very dainty. I don’t fancy sweet potatoes at all, and 
never did care much for cabbage. Pumpkins, yes, I have seen them hanging up in 
the Cf>ttage8 at homo ; I have never tasted one, but I am sure that I should not like 
it, I am laiighod at. “You will like everything by-and-by, and look upon cabbago 
and pumpkins as luxuries. Ah 1 here is something you will like.” 

T look up, and see a large dish of cakes! 

“Hot cakes for you,” says tho woman, Avith some pride but scant coiemony, as 

• she plumps tlie cakes on the table just in front of me. 

1 ahi convulsed with laughter, for full Avell I know hoAV they Avero kept hot 

“ Oh, don't eat them, don't cat thorn,” I Avhisperod to my companion. 

“ Why not ? ” ho asks. 

“ I cannot toll you, it i.s too dreadful.” 

He laugh.H. " I Avill eat them iioav, and you shall tell mo about them to-morrow.” 
He eats ajwl enjoys them. I wish I hadn’t looked inside that bod ; if only I hadn’t, 
how I should have enjoyed them too, for I am still hungry. I haA’o l)Con too dainty to 
^mako A good meal off tho things oftered to me. < ,, 

^ I do not care Avhere I sleep, but I cannot and will not sleep in there.” 

I can he very: determined, my enemies say obstinate, when I cheo^ <^nd I put 
doAvn my* foot so decidedly in this instance that I am soon lying, rolled in a hJanket, 
on a bod of boughs, out in tho open air, gazing up at the southern cross, and won- 
^doringly, trying to look forward into my new existence. 

I should havc‘ enjoyed my first night in the Bush verj" much if there h%(d not 
been so many dogs ; but AA^hen one dog ceased barking, another began, and all through 
tho 'night they came sniffing round me, licking my face, and tiying to share my blanket 
I aAvake < suddenly Avith an idea that ' I have hpard a horrible noise. There is^ only 
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a faint strei^ of dawn in the horizon^ andP the trees stilly stand out black as ink 
agiunst the bRghteuing sky. We .are ^perched on the very top of a range of hills in • 
fhe middle of scrub so dense that the trees have space neither to grow nor to die* The 
life is choked, out of them^ but they ^ave no •room to fall to the ground, and^ stand 
erect wth their gaunt, leaflosif limbs against the skies. Even those that live only fhtf»w 
fife^t *the extreme tpp ^branches, and the trunks of all are grey, and gnarled, and 
twisted ^to fantastic shapes, and the ground imder them is gi'ey with masses of petrified 
wood, andT Jihere is nj^ither moss, nor lichen, nor flower, nor weed, and all round is^ the 
%epest silence. 

Hark ! th?ro is thb noisC that ^oke me, •nearer than before, and •stronger than 
anything I have evef hoard, fe it a loud, vulgar* laughter ? Are hobgoblins a reality, 
and are they daring to .make^ merry in this stern, grey, lifeless woyd ? 

“ The horses are ready, nSid if you will come and have a cup of tea wo will* start 
directly. That noi.se. Oil, it is the laAgliing jackass ! There are five^ of them in that 
tree. Do you see them ? Odd-looking grey birds, ^with beaks like a woodpecker’s^ 
though I believe they belong to the kingfisher tribe. Wo call them the ‘squatter's 
clock,* for a fair day’s work begins when they call you, and ends when they tell you.” 

I esnerge frpm niy blankets, and my companion seizes upon them and rolls them up* 
into what ho Calls a swag. 

“I should •veiy much like a basin and some water to wash in, I am so dirty 
from yosterdjj'’s long day in the train.” 

My request is met by a very grave face, and the answer, “ Wo are at the top of 
, the range, and water is very scarce here, hut I will see what I con do.” 

It was difficult not to look dismayed vrhen my companion returned with a little 
tin mugful of water, 

“ 1 wanted the water to wash with, not to drink,” I said mildly. 

“ I know that, and here is the soap. Now you must take your first Busli lesson, 
and learn how bushmen wash when they have no basin, and water Is scarce. Hold 
out your hands, so. Now I sliall put one thimbleful of water into them, and then 
^ you must soap them. Now a rii^se. Now a nice lot for your face. Once more, and • 
the pannikin is empty. There, you hav# not had a veiy bad wash, have you ? and 
you are a fully-baptised bushwoman.” • 

* We are seated in the buggy — a four-wheeled pony carriage with a scat on wjiich 
thr^ cai^ sk at a pinch, and a tray beliind on to which our luggage is tightly lashe(f 
The air is quite cool, and the horses fresh and eager. It is down-hill /rom the start ; the 
break is order, and we begin to go disagreeably fast. I bear my companion 

mutter, “ Bolder the break I ” and I can see from his set face that he is an:i(ious. .We 
go faster and faster; in front I see no road, and it looks as if wo were about to leap 
over a precipfke. I hold , my breath. There is a dip, a slight rise of some •few fcctf 
and then a sheer descent We pass over eveiy thing, clearing the* great big ruts with 
flying leaps, and then we tumble down the steep descent helter-skelter! The agony ^ 
is made as short as possible by the speed at which we travel. At the bottom is 
looser sandy gravel, and a big hole. 1 knoV nothing more until I .find mjpsdlf on my 



296 CASSp^L'S PICTUBES^^ITE AIT6TBALAS1A. [An JfrounwoiiAir’B Wtwr 

feet beside the buggy.*' The 
buggy is lying*^’ on its side, 
and the • horSes are turned 
completely round, and look* 
Ihg at* it through their» collars. 
A iaint^ scent of white 
sends my first tbougljts flying 
tpAvprds the glass bottles 
of m^y dressing-bag. 

“ By Jbve, you stood 
that* well ! You are made 
fqr the Bush,” are com- 
pHifients which, make my blood 
* tingle with pleasure. 

Not much damage has 
been done, and a box in the buggy liolds 
every inmginable requisite for the mending 
of a far greater caUistrophe th(jtn this one. 
The man driving the spare houses comes up 
at this juncture. A toinaha\^k cuts down a 
young sapling, and a now spHntcr bar is 
made in a trice, the hanicss is securely tied up, the break seen to,* and wo 

start again. Evening ^ finds us at a little inn, one of the stage coach resting- 

houses It was a ? decided improvement on the night before, for there 
were no cakes in the bed; it was only used as a family wardrobe, the mattress being 
fonned of« a sprinkling of moleskin trousers and socks, and any amount of feminine 
attire. X blanket covered everything, and all api>cared neat and tidy. 

A heavy thunderstorm made sleeping out in the open impossible, and as I was 
veiy tired 1 was soon content to lay me down on the family attire above mentioned 
Nay, more, I will make a candid confession to the reader, and tell him that with my 
own hands I arranged a pair of the moleskin trousers for my pillow ! The last words 
I heard as I dropped off to sleep were, **I hope to goodness the creeks won’t be up 
to-iporrow.” 

The next morning I was woke by a cold sensation in my neck. Drop^ drop, drop. 
I sat up and found that I was drenched to the skin. I had been sleeping under a 
leakage of the bark roof. Upon glancing upwards, I saw that this lealSks^^-Was of old 
date, tor a* fiuled and much battered parasol had been raised on high fs protection. 
It was good for a shower, but not for the downpour we were having. 
i Rain, rain, rain. All day it rained, and as nothing can exceed the melancholy 
look of the Bush ih rainy weather, a fit of dreariness settles on everyone l*must 
^ go out r never s&yed at home for rain in England, and I would not listen to any 
remonstrances now, so I made my first acquaintance with ** black soil” country. 

Abofit five steps fit>m the door I*bogg^d above my ankles, and the heavy, slimy 
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now. But the min was badly wanted ; thfete was no feed anywheie : every blade of 
gtoss was oaten down along the road, and by law they were compelled fS keep their 
stock within half-a-mile of the road on cither sidd Bullocks were» " better nor horses * 
and worse nor horses;” they would puM you out of a bog when* horses would grow 
dishoArtened and refuse •to exert themselves, but they dibd quicker t&an horses, aiid 
one horse team would outlast two bullock teams. Then they/ cqst less : a godSl un- 
broken steer to go into a team could be had for £5, but a fine draught cplt was 
worth £25 any day, . * • ^ ^ ^ 

All the time that 1 conversed with the mother, seated up alongside hcr\)n a box 
in ^the dray, the children continued in "a nasal t\vang to •urge *the parrot to swear; 
but it resisted all entreaties, until just a.s I was. leaving tKe dray a burst of delight 
from the children, an^ a chorus of “ He mid it 1 he said it [ ” informed me that the 
wicked* witticism had been uttered.* * * 

I passed the group of men by the fire, and* said “ Good evening ” to them. They 
answ'crcd mo civilly, but none of ^them touched their hat*s : it is not the ^custom in 
Queensland. In the old convict days, the convicts hod to touch their hats to their 
koc][>ors, and this gmeting has in consequence been degraded into a sign of slavery. 

• * The waggons were all named — the names painted up above those of tl^o owner's: 
the “Star of the North,” the “ Happy-go-Lucky,” the “Poor, but not Mean;” the “Jolly 

Sweetheart.” 

« 

I waded back to the inn, and took off my boots, several inches thiqk all over 
with black soil.* The rain continued all night, and though it cleared away towards 
earlj* morning, the next day hod to be spent in the companionship of the cockatoo, 
whoso oft-reiterated phrases had begun to pall terribly. My only boots were so wet 
1 could not get them on, and as I could not face the boggy ground in my slippers, 

1 was perfoi^ce oliained to the humpy. 

The dogs^ the pigs, the cats, and the goats, all walked in and out of the house 
as they pleased ; the cocks and hens had to be chased off the tables, where they stood 
and calmly pecked at the loaf of bread which wo were going to eat. 

* “Where do you thiific that 1 have just found an^gg?” I said to the mistress of 
the establishment. 

She looked at mo rather blankly. “I don't knoi>v,” she answered. 

“Jn my bed,” I said, triumphantly. 

* “ Oh, *yos ! two hens lays there regular. One is off laying jist now.” 

Another night, and then, oh ! joy, we are to start The day has broken fair, and 
bright, and cloudless^ as only a Queensland day can break. We have llac^toeak&st, 
and the horses are in. I have left my boots by the kitchen fire drying |o the •last 
moment I nin in to fetch them. There is no one in the kitchen but the cockatoa 
“ Mother, the coach is coming.” “ Poor Cocky.” “ Give Cocky piece of breall.” Yester- 
day I felt like wringing that bird's head off; to-day, on the eve of leaving, I ifeel 
Igiute amiably dispos^ towards him. I pick up my boots. “ Oh ! you villain.” “ Oh ! 
you n&sty bird.” Every button, twelve on each boot, ,liad been ruthlessly picked off. 

I hear a shqut of “Quite ready to st^; make, haste, pleasol” 1 fret and fume; 
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and f>beg you ndt*^ ask me \a what direetion my boots were seuto flying. I run 
out to the ^ggy in my slippers^ and loso first one, then the other, in the still bogjfy 
•ground. However, ^w'e are oti*. Even now we ai*c on the run, and shall be at the 
head statiofl some lime in the afternoon. 

• TJie run is^^he si^e of mie of the smaller English counties, sixty miles lon^ ^nd 
•thirty across ; twenty thousand head of cattle, and several hundred horses, graze 

oh jt. 

Therroad is terribly heavy, Iftid the teams have cut it up, so that we can hardly, 
hven by f&e most careful quartering of the ruts, manage to keep to the track. 

Now, hoW fasti •Here we cpme to thq creek. A steep, precipitous, slip^ry bank. 
Down we go. The -water Splashes aH into the buggy, and I think with agonj*^ of my 
dressing-bag. 

“Horses!^ Ill warm yoft ! Get up!” Smack, shiack, smack goes the whip; •we are , 
going up the opposite bank at full gallop, and the buggy is hanging so perpendicu- 
IflCrly that I feel almost like a fly crawling about a ceiling. At this juncture I have 
foi^otten all about my dressing-bag. 

A few miles of level sandy road lie before us, and it is a great relief . to mo to 
hqar that there are no more creeks to cross just yet. Wo tool along at a goo<l pace^ 
dodging break-neck stumps,- and ant-hills moi'e dangerous still. The ant-hills excite 
my wonder; •they are groat mounds of earth built up by the ants, and wo jpass 
through large towns of them. They are hard and solid as a rock, and when wetted 
they inS.ko* a capital cement, and am used in the Bush for fireplaces ancl for floors. 

The hot sun boating down after the rain has made the grass and herbage spring 
up as if by magic, and there is a beautiful tinge of green everywhere ; but I am 
a too recent arrival from the green meadows of England really to appreciate it. 

I have been juskod what most struck me in the BiLsh. I answcn^ ui^iositatingly, 
its great solitude. Every turn in the road 1 expected to see a village with fks church 
and schools ; but during a drive of forty-eight miles wo met one solitary swagsman, 
that is, a man on foot, carrying all his worldly goods on his back, and his water-bag 
in his hand. And here I must^turn aside for a moment, and speak of the merits of* 
the water-bag. The old settlers roinciiaber the time when water was carried in tin 
kegs, strapped either to a man’s side or to his saddle. By the sun boating dgwii on these 
*tins, the^ water became so warm that it frequently made a man sick to drink it. Hjstory 
ha^ iiot^ v^orded the name of the inventor of the water-bag, but he has * deserved 
the thanks of all dwellers in hot, dry climates. A wator-bag is made of coarse canvas, 
it is seam^^^ghtly up all round, and in one comer the nozzle^of a glass bottle is 
sewib in to serve as spout. The evaporation from the dump canvas kee{>s the ^ater 
always cool and nice. 

The ronds have proved so heavy that we have travelled along vc.ry slowly, aiid 
it well on in the afternoon before \ give a joyful cry of sur{9rise, as I see a gate 
in front of us. My spirits dro{» a little when I hear that it is Only the Ifirst gate of 
three paddocks, and that we have six miles to go before we reach the* station.* The 
padlocks are about 4,000 acres large., Net bod-sized fields,” I^oxcloim; an^ Aten 1 hear 
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that the bullocks* paddock on the other side of the head station is forty square miles. 
The paddocks through which we are passing contain Jiorses, of which thefe are some 
400 on the run. Wo catch a sight of the king 6f one of the “mobs^ as we drive' 
through* He looks a very magnificent cCnimal as he tosses^ his lo'ng forelock out of 
his fO^es, and makes a bound forward, then stands proud knd erect, with arched • neck, 
to see the buggy go past. In the last paddock are the saddle-ljorses. The be&utUuT* 
thoroughbred Starlight comes galloping up to us, surrounded by. his mob of ma^es. 

At last I sight the white roof of my new home, and lean for^ward and .strain my 
neck eagerly ty take in its every detail. It stands on a gentfo eminence, in the 
middle of a wklo plain, the only human habitation within a radius of* many miles. 

The nearest lady ’■neighbour' I shall have lives 
seventy-five miles off. ^ Oun next-door neighbours 
are bachelors, and live' in a little, back humpy 
thirty-five miles away. 

And now I am getting out of the buggy, and 
at last I stand on the wide verandah of the house. 
We will sit quiet for a bit, for it is very lu)t 
still ; the thermometer on the veranjlah marks 
9G*^, and a register card hanging 'above shows 
that it has been up to 108^ and 112^ on some 
days. But, although undeniably hot, ^tho climate 
of the interior of Queensland is decidedly 
healthy, and there are no days when a white 
man cannot work. There is a delicious breeze 
blowing now, and it would bo delightful on the 
verandah if only the flies did not render life a 
torment. They swarm and attack you in every 
direction, especially about the eyes. Their sting 
is very venomous, and you often see people 
‘with their eyes swollen up so that they cannot see ^mt of them at all. We move 
into the house. It is all carefully darkened, and wo are comparatively free from flics 
until a tray with some tea is brought in, and a whole army of flies follows in its 
wako.^ The house is channing, all built of wood — walls, ceiling, and floor. The * 
robins are huge, with lofty domed ceilings. The wood is Cyprus pine, brighu yellow, 
beautifully veined with brown. When it is first sawn, it has an extremely sweet 
scent, and is one of* the few woods the white ants will not attack. ThbsjJSRntelpiece 
is of bloodwood, a deep red colour, and very handsome. The furniture ^is Austrian 
cane, and all looks cool and fresh. 

« How good the tea was, and what cream and butter! I began to feeTat home at 
once. • • 

The suh begins 'to go down, and we put on our hats, and go out to see the 
diflereht buildings, ^irst to the kitchen, which stands apart from the main building, 
and conneotec} with it by a verandah and a^widei trellis of vines, which are liteisdly 
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ladea witli bunctos of grapes.*^ On Clirist^as Day the peaches wilUbe almost over, 
and the gj^es in full swing. .The* iirephice of the kitchen is enormous, and huge 
• logs of wood^are blazing away tieitely in it. It has no range, only a shelf of stones 
cemented, aud tw</ iron bars, on which the Saucepans rest. A camp oven, which is a 
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littte, round, movable pan, with a li<l to it, stan«ls in the fireplace on Imt coals, and 
hot coals are heaped up on its lid. 

The cdbk is a Chinaman. He has a cigarette in his n»outh. I hear^that ho; is 
alv^ys smoking, except when he is ^>laying the flute. And when he plays the flute 
everyone on the stati6n devoutly hojM 3 s that ho will begin Uf smoke mgain. I am 
delighted with his spick-and-span appeamnee, and the cleanliness of the kit<;hcn. • When 
dinner comes, I cannot praise his ^ookmg chough. His pastry was so^ delicious that 
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I declared the P-ian would make his fortime in London. I remained enchanted ^Avith 
Tommy (alluH ** Ah Sing ”) for scjveral weeks, when chance makes me discover that 
ho stones the raisins for our Sunday pudding with' his teeth, and attaiiis the acme of 
flaky pastry by keeping both his hands ' free to attend to the dough and moistening 
froiij iiis mouth. , , 

The little fly-proof <lairy is half underground. The key of office is handed "to me 
as I cross the threshold, and I am Jis delighted with the wlea of chuniing butter luid 
skimniing the pans of milk as Mario Antoinette was when she built the little* dairy in 
the Trianon. 

From flic dairy wo pass over to the bachelors* (piarters, Avhere the overseer and the 
“ Jackaroo.s,*’ or gentlemen who are gaining colonial experience, live. It is a dear little 
cottage, turning its back on the big plain, and faf*ing the crock, which, after the late 
ruins. Is swollen ; and troin tlu^ verandah of the cottage we can watch it curve and 
licnd through the yalley by the great wliite gum-trees, round which the cockatoos fly 
ill hundreds, cawing their noisy evensong, just tis the rooks do at home. Hard by the 
creek stands tlio windmill that pumps the water up to the house. lk\sidc it li(*s an 
old disused horse-power. It was part of the gear ladonging to the wash-pool in the 
ckIiI days when this was a shcc[) station. 

“ See, this is wliat ruined the first ownei*s. It is only a grass-seed, sharp-])ointod 
like a thorn, and barbed like an arrow, yet it kilK^l thousands of sheej>, and ate aAvay 
a rich mans snbstan(*e. The country is splendid for cattle, but no good ^ for sheep; 
the grass-si'cd catches in their wool an<l eats into their fkish, and they pine away to 
nothing. Walk just two yards in a woollen petticoat, and you will sec the state, you 
get into. I have hud to throw away a pair of tweed trousers in which I stalked some 
diK^k. You must dress in cotton stutl’s out here, cotton catches the grass-seeds so 
miieh I0.SS than ivool.” 

“ Hei'^ is the blacksmitir.s shop. Ko, wo <lon't slioo our horses, only an odd one 
now and tlu^n if it gets anything wrong with its liOof, but wo mend buggies and draj's. 
and do the thousand and one jobs that are always} wanting to bo done. Just there you 
set? the big boilers for boiling down all the waste beaU^s. We send the tallow away 
in casks, or make it into soa]> for station usi*. v-I forgot to show you the new chcosc- 
press \Vi} are making in the blacksmiths shop, but it will bo your especial depart- 
ment to look after the cheeses; so will the poultjry, and I beg to hand over •to you 
at "once the key of the poultry -yard. Kggs and chickens are a very importiliitilnxiKy 
on a station.’' 

Adjoining the baidielors’ quarters is the ancient citadel, the old log'^h«flt*‘ put up 

by the first white men who took up this countn’. “ See, it is all loopht^ltMl. Tliat 

was in sclf-defi*ncc against the blacks, who were very bad in this part of the country. 

is used., as men’s hut now, and the stockmen and other men sleep here. Yonder, 

just over the ridge, \*oii can still see the dismantled roof of a little hut where •the 

blacks bailed up four" white men for several days. They had readied their last round 
of anitnunition, when the troopers came to their rescue. Some day I will show you 
the graves vif ^ shepherd, diis wife and cliild, all speared by the blacks one night'* • 
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iNow wo will •look in at tfie office, where all tlie station books ane kept; then to 
the store (ft shop, whore the flien ^employed on the station and travellers can bfty 

* tobacco, trou^rs, shirts, knives, jjfm if they are ^j^rcedy, Hour if tlioy are hungry, 
castor-oil and Epsom salts if thcy*arc siete From them to the moat-house. They 
killcd«*hist nigli4f and the frl'sh meat is all hanging covemd up wltli bags to ke^i. the 

dffi There are tables at which the moat is salted, and a big cask in which it lies 
in brine until it is all eatery up, and a fresh beast is brouglit in, and so on and so cm, 
until tlffl mouths of all on a calllo station water for mutton. 

From the lacat-lioiise to the stables, whem them am two dark stalls for sick 
horses ; the Test is a* largo* shed, ttvo sido^ tif which am covemd in with* boughs, so 
that it is sheltered •froyi fhe sun, and always dry and cool. The men liavo'just come 
in from their day’s work, and are taking oft* their saddles ami washing their horsed 
backs with a, little cold ^’afer. This is the ‘only gVooining dofie, but tlie coats ‘of the 
horses are shiny and glossy like those %f corn-fed liorses at home. This is partly due to 
the tine cliiniiU*, but mostly* to the ri(th quality of grass. TIic saddles strike my eye at 
once fnnn the large knee pads bi^hind which this knec^ is sheltered. 'Fhesi? are a great. 
pi\»tection when galhyping through scrub country. 1 am very much laughed at Ik*- 
c^iise I remark that the bits arc all rusty and dirty, and want more attention. The,y 
are all snaftfcs: nu curbs an^ used. lUiruside, a handsome e.liostnnt horse, is pointed 
out to nu*. His side is all st'ared and scarred ; lie rolled in one of the paddock Hres 
and burnt himself. These tires liavc to be lighted when the saml-Hies are ba(f, tor 
they (fraw blood whcjrover they bite, and the horses am driven mart by them, and 
gallop round and round the paddock, unable, to rest or to feed. ’JIk* simiko of a wood 
fire drives all flies away, and when the Hies am bad tbti borsi*s liang round the iirc' all 
day long, and only move oH* to feed as the sun goes down. Tliat well-bred little black 
marc is called Jael, bec'ause she killed the man who broke lior in. 

“ (.)ue glimpse at the stock-yard, and then we must go in and get ready ftir dimu^r. 
You see there are a number yards, and all liave their uses and names, but this <nn-* 
whom the milking is done will interest you most. We have got two new milkers in, 
in honour of your arrival, and,^ if you will get u[) early enough, you sliall sec them* 
roped and jnit in the bail for the first tinrie. < )ne is a tcjrror. We an*, making a milker 
of her in order to <|uiet her, and teach her maiinei’S. She is sucli a liundsqmo creature, 

* and hci^ calf is a real beauty.” 

* " \yt{^ a pity to kill the calf, if it is such a beauty.” 

‘•Oh, wedo not kill it ; the cows are milked onc(j a day, and fhc calves have the 
balance. • calves arc shut uj) in that pen all night, and tlic^ cows are milked in 
the «nominj3r ; then they are allowed to go out into the ]»addocks with <ihoir calves, 
and at night they are brought in, and the calves locked up, and the cows turned out 
to feed aloitb. See, there is that heifer I told you of : do yf)u see how aqgry she js 

at being divided from her calf ? Sfie <loes m>t look much lilie one of your quiet, 

moumful-eycd English pets, docs she ? She is a wibl matron of the Hash, and to- 
morrow moraing, when she is let into the yard, she will rush iTp to the pen ^where 

hcr^calf i.s, and when she finds henjplf .slill dfrided fnfrn it, she will lash herself int> 
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a state of frenzy Then we shall take a long rope, with a noose at one end, , and throw 
it* over her horns, another rope round her hind legii, an^ three or four men 'vrill pull her 
up to the place alongside the calf pen. It will bo ‘a tug-of-war, I pan Assure you, for-^ 
she will kick and struggle, and bellow and foam with rage. When* wo get' her up to 
thOrfonce, wo shall k)oso the / leg rop^ and, by, dint of 4 little 

gentle correction, wo shall try ^ induce her to put hei^ head * 

into the bail. You sec, hero ^ looks like a hole leading 

into the calves* pen, and the duped by it, and; as soon 
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as she sees, her calf in the pen, she rushes forward, and puts her head through^^this 
hole. In one instant the lever is raised, and she is ‘ bailed up,* and a prisoner at our 
mercy. Now wo tighten the log i-opc, and try to milk her, but she does not give us 
much milk for the ifii*st two or three days. 'You will laugh when you see ^ the 
agility with* which everyone climbs to the top rails when the word to let her go is 
given ‘and the i*opes '’are unfastened.** 

“ Is net all this a little rou^h and enicl i *' 
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*Not a bit * In tiino they* obey the w^ncl 'Bail up » * like lambs, luui wo ha\o 
had milkers itui nod out into the i3usl> ooiue b.uk to the }ard ot themseUes just bototo 
,they weio gi^ng to caKe \du ,miist soo the dog kcimel to-iuoiio\\ Wo ha\o 
iouiteeu ki«igaioo-(^ogs Hole, NuiiriKl <oin<j and spuak to >oui nustnss* i?^eo how 
jealous^ all tlio rest be(oino fi you caicss om <> it ot the p«uk Dinvn, m<iclaia ' i^oaptiful 
^s^aJbiHOs, aio they not, a cioss ot gKjlioutid and st«ighouu<l \ou shall have soiiio 
rare gallops Eaft^i kuftigiiioos *iud dingoes We ha\e not ni.inj kangaroos hero, the 
dingoes^Ekeop thoni down The nhiigocs kill a i alt now and thtii but wo eattlo-pooph' 
• 4ook* upon** thoni with lathei a tuendl} cm beiauso tluy keep down the inai'supials 
On sheep-statoons they }>Iay Jia\oo v>ith the lajnbs 

“ What lb that Jittlo f^ino^l ui place ^ Is it a well 
That, no, it is pool little Diek^ s gi i\< mymnus umhut, ho is lauk^ 

the shadow of a gieithiafne* foi it he weie ah\i now he would be heii to ono/)f the 
oldest titles yi Lugland , hut I am glacl to si> his tithei will not ino\e him, oi distinb 
the little biishmans gia^e • H< was a tiiu httio ehap, eight m ii-s old His hoist 
» lait him agiuist a tiec just in tioiit heie whin the>' weie eiittnig out lows and ealvOs 
tio n a mol) ot nii\ed eattk He only livid toi an hoin aftoiwaids, and ho sufleied 
so nnich pun tint tin \ could not even move him into tin house Ills last words 
were, Iku^ iieai the stock j ud iathei, ioi I do so love to heai the cattle 
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, Over the Riverina — Monotony — A Land of PromiKe — Vanishiiijf^ point — JackarooH — Parable. 

* 

I T wiis onco Tny lot to ride over the dry and arid plains of the Riverina towards 
Jorihlerio. It had been a very dry season, an<l all tlio j^roiind was like black nioiihh 
without a siii^dc blade of ^rnvss to be seen, yet we passed largo flocks of sheep seemingly 
in good (jondition. H<»w they live is a wonder to mo, until iny s(|uattcr friend tells 

mo th(jy <*at the roots and fattt*n on them; he also tells tim^ that after the rain 

comes, this seemingly liinitUss expanse of dreariness will be a Avaving prairie of delicious 
green grass, l)reast high, with floAVors blossoming as in a juiradise. 

Here 4 \nd there we pass some clumps of she-oak and ti-tree, or some gaunt ringed 
gum-treoS, with bare, tortuous branches, and leaves withered and curled up, winch in 
no Avay serve to enliven the landscape, although they slightly break the monotony. 

Onwards, mile after mile, aac ride, passing noAv a sheep-run, with the }*uinp-wclis 
•and Avater-troughs, or a team of bullocks resting by, the Av-^ay, Avhile the drivers sit 
under the sharloAv of the caits and drink tludr tea, the bullocks lying with mouths 
glued to thp earth, and Avith bloodshot glaring eyes ; or, it may be, a couple of tmmps 
(“ suiuloAvners ” is the colonial term for such men), who, with tlu»ir SAvags slung across 

their backs, Avalk sloAvly, and Avait for night to aj)ply for fVxMl and shelti.'f cat seme 

hospit4iblo station. * If tlu^y came before night they might be told to move on. 

As I look ahead and around, it seems that there is plenty of water '‘eveiy’ where m 
tho .distance. There are K>ng lines of glittering waters, wdth the trees dipping into ^liem 
and casting reflections: In parts the ground looks swampy, Avith reeds groAving amidst 
if, and t)io fem'.es standing out of it, and here and there hills rising up. Two 
or three miles oft’, at the farthest, they seem. ^ The sky is filled with white mosses 
of clouds, and the Sun shines straight through them upon those quicksilver sheets; 
yet ib is none too warm, for as 1 ride along I begin to wisli 1 had brought on 
overcoat. •* 
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ft is oiAy iluAr to us that the ground Ikeems to bo bar» aud grasSless; away over 
^before us we ^must rido into ^oad jj^round — that is, if we can pick our way throu{^ 
those vast Jakea 

“ What lakes are tlioye wc are coming u*pon ? ” I iiu^uiro of my guide, 
lakes % all,”* he replies. 

"Ilut I^see^theiu ci>iite plainly — (lon't you?” 

“ Y|gs, bu^ look behind,* he ^replies, with a laugh. 

,, ,I loojt behind; .and there the}' are, on all sides, gleaming across the barren .land 
wo have fiddeii ^hjough, with the same apt)etu'ance of tbliago and grav^i the flocks of 
sheep standing <lark against thft white light* beyond, and hills rising 'out gf wha( I 
knew flat plains. 

“The mirage!” l«ery out in astouLshmejit. 

“Yes,” he answered, * grimly ; “wo see them every day, and dont uotico* them 
unless our atlentiou is directed to thiJlu by a in‘w chum like you and at nights, as 
3 on will sfee, wliere the}' new gleam white, they glow on all sides like lakes of flame. 
See that neaivst patch? If }ou watch it closely, you will see it gradually vanish 
while we ride into it.” 

• I look steadily upon the nearest lino t)f glistening W’ater. It cremes tho base iff 
a rounded hillock, aud some sheep are standing hetween it and us, breaking up the 
straight lino, * As I* watch and ride lunirer, it gradually grows softi'V aud more ipist- 
like, thp hjjl be(‘()mes smaller, until, whim we are about a cjuarter of a mile from it, 
the hilloijk has dwindled down to a flat plain, and the water gone out of sight like 
n puff of steam ; and so on bo3^on4l us spread sun-lighted lakes, and as wo near tliem 
they ilrift out, leaving more still be^’oud, and only a dead, black, earthy desert under 
our lionsas’ hoofs — a do.scrt dotted with the glaring wdiito skeletons of sh<*ep ami 
bullocks. As they die, so they li<», devoured by the dingoes and vultures, "tiftor which 
tho bones are polishtjd clean and white by tho vast hordes of ants that swarm evi'ry- 
wherc. 

Wo pass dried-up beds of stmains, where in winter roll along great rivers ; deserted 
huts of selectors, who come at rimes and take possession of scpiattcrs* grounds, rough-* 
ing it and tighting with the sheep-owit^rs, till their three 3 '(»ars* term gives them thij 
fright to sell out, when they come to terms with the men tlioy have beeti annoying, 
and make the most they can out of it. (rovemment pf^rmits men to do ^thia arjd 
th^ S(piatt<ft^ generally have to give in Jind purchase tlie ground a1^ the selectors* own 
price, to .save annoyance in future. These, of course, are only sham selectors, who 
take up ground to make what money they can out of it, itnd there is nothing 
for iff but to yield, as the squatter is only pcmiitteil to purchase direct from (lovem- 
ment a certain quantity of acres, ultlioiigh he may biij', in this way, by degrees, and 
with much vexation, the land he at ||^scnt only leases. ^ . • 

Two young men on horseback join us here; they are sons 6f English gentlemen, 
come out to get colonial exjierienco and Icam sheep-fanning: “^ackaroos** th^ art\ 
called by the station hands, an ariaptation of jhe nickname “ Johnny Raw,*' ana Jthoy 
are About as much liked as midshipmen aboard a sailing vessel. They beard with the 
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sniiuttcrs soijietiflies, dress jii the evenings/ and d^o with the family; but by day liave 
to Jlon old clothes sind felt hats, and do all the ^ dirty and hard work— riding over^ 
the stations, looking after the sliccp, drawing wat^r, and making tliemselvcg generally 
useful. * Doubtless tliey acquire experience, but they have, to work for it, efxd to 

roug^rit. • . 

(Jhocriul boys they both arc. They have been in the* satldlo daybreak 
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and they look as if tSioy liked it — which they vow they do — better than the- West End 
clubs; the drawing-ri>oms, and the aimless life of younger sons in Old England. • 

'fho sheep are lambing just now, and the Jackaroos have to he doubly attentive 
tiy their chltios. As we draw close to the shoqp- troughs, one of them cfismoimts to 
dll the trough, while Ve wait lUid look round. 

. Near at hand some sheep are grubbing amidst the loose loam for roots. Over 
by itself stands a mother watching by^ the side of her new-hom lamb. We have 
startled her, for she looks towards us with 'upturned face and open mouth, a little 
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<lefiaut, yet^ith luoro of pathos in her expression. By her smIc lies, as if dead, hpr 
c>tiny lamb, an4 behind her looms* the white skeleton of a gigantic biillix^k * while away 
in the distetnco are those tantalisiug sheets ^of gloaming water, witli their fringes of 
trees, and reeds, ^and soft lvj(|ectioiis. Tlie Limb is not deiul, and maternal instinej^ tells 
’the>iwther to wait au<l watch tor the returning life, and, if need he, ward off the’ ra» 
pacious vultitro^ but*;is*she stands, Avith death behind her, and seeming death hy her 
side, aiSd illusion in the dislan<a\ 1 eamiot think i»n the green spring or tlic duAvniiig 
»-life*whicl^ is to confo; 1 can only think upon what I see, the hla«rk desolaition ol** that 
arid land, ai|d th8 giisery.tluit is •upon her iu the midst of that fa^se and smiling 
mirage. 
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^ hBd Boui^h WootOTn.—Iiondon, Brtfrhton and 
1 — South SMtoea {Arm / ,Ati «.> 


oath Clooat (Arar kdit» 0 *i} 



I** IhMnd la cloth, rad adgao BaAh 
to Macmillan, U U 

‘ - V WnlS WSUl Ood. 

~ Alda to tho Dietno Xdto 
roaa of Btran«th. 


_ r lhad hy the Ree CaaaidSliora. M A. 

w\issr^ 



Hater Nafima 




TBo World la Flotaros. 8 Books. i:acii. 

B f«aa«-oe BlOOBdJPKlXS. lUustrated. 
m BtoiT of Joseph. By ih Rev. Oenrue Bainton. , _ „ . 

- of Moaas onu Joahtao. By ilia Rev J Telford. 

ot Judreo By the Rev I. Mrytlifle Ccdec 
of touiuel and Baul. By the Rev L>. C. .may. 
Tna dioiv ot David By the Rav J.^dd . ^ _ 

'Xha Story ot Jeaua inverse UyJ R Macduff, D XX 

nUB WOSttJD tM FIOTVIUBO. 

Itaiidsoinrly lllu«'iraterl, and elegantly bound. 

All tBo Busaina. I CHInpaaa of South Amarloo. 

Ohota obout Oormwriy. I The X«»nd ot Tamp' on. 

<Tha Soatam Wondorliuad. { The Zslaa of the PaotBo. 

Paepa into Obliia. I The load of tho PyrABii(||^ 

aOOKB »V KBWdRO 0. BU.I0. llliutrated 
Aatroy in the Poreoc 1 Tho Uauubter of tho Chief- 

Oa.pturod by ladlona. I tola. 

Wolf Bor the indutn. I The Boy Uuatero of Xoa- 

Bad Peother. I tnofcy. 

om soon fqii vovmo fkofu. 

By Popular Authors. With inustratiiMU ui aach. Cloih gUC 

Bbodo’a Bown^t or, *• If 
Wlahea wore Honoo.” 

Frank's Irllb-Bottloi or, Tho 
iniroo Filauda. 

Jaok Xoratoa'a Aaeher. 

Frittoni or,** Zt'an^njgZmna 
thnt hna no Turning.'^ 

Ksdor Monk's Motto* or. 

**Xook boforeyov JLoop.'* 


Ruth's Idea- Work! or, **lfo 
PoUiB, no Oolaa."^ 

Dnolo WUltem'H Charge ; or. 
The Broken Trust. 

Trixy I or, " Those who Uva 
tnolaaa Houats ahouldu^ 
Throw StoaoB.** 

Ttm Thomaon'a Trlid 1 or, 
"All la not aold that 
OUUova.- 


HFBifinr FTomr 

All lllustraterl throughout, and bound In cloth gilt. 


Woo WUUo Wlahlo. 

Tbroo Woo Uiator I maa l aa. 
Vp tho Z<addor. 

FaUh'a FaUton. 

By lauBd aad Saa. 


JaFaSd lAtt 
Tbro^b 


Oirl with tho Ooldaa Xraaka. 

*scgaf 


^ajs.2ssr- 38 

(of A* ■•» Aeandrv ta.) 


IBiialratad Gift H oo ks far Boys. Grawa fto. doth. 
Wondm of Bodily StroagUi oad ndlX— WendarAd Balloon 


OMo«U*a W s s al os l Moa Ldo r a*. VoL 1. Ufiiw Mw. //.. aB.e 

Flnraitoi<BF tor S aS O Ola._ By AMkad T. ScboKold, M.XX. 
M R.c\r da- inuKrated. Cloch.' cdAo m 
r, yXoanb/ arsteeh A«tA <d. aadkl 


— .Sgjga 

a aslik ^Sia. toehtVr 
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dl CfMt/dJip, JJmffmfu ZmUfttd JSiU, Lfitunm; Nm Y^rk m»d htHbrnumu 






MMuut vmuoMM r«m vovms noraa. 

^•^^eisisri^vignsss^^ 

A* Cta«k «C ik MtatalM* BylMahFlU. IBmtratad. 

UMto MoittMT BWMIU By Mn. Motoaworttk. BlHttrsMiL 
WIU# AtfVMtBTM la WIM WUtmmmrn By Dr. Cktrden Statdim 


K.N. lUiMtntod. 




75!5?a«!.r«sa 

#Brlta AftMt M« arlBMUto AateVB^ By AHS^Iwm. 

'Tsinftsr^iA?^ 

BB odBra S«BlmrBn« By T. Fnwt. lUiutUatsd. 

•Thm Ihmm mBifcto— » 0«t w o^« Clouisue. 

■mtIf Xai^iorBraa By Tltotgai Fraac. llluatraMd. 

Momb OlUit witA cnur Vmuur YBlIaH Htuatraiad throoghowt. 
Jtaaatoi mmA MAte. lUuatratwl UttougliDiit. 

Wm&mrn Ahmid for VMlu At Kmm. liluMntad. 

■wr e— ttf ■ B— y JBay UfBa By Laum Laatb lUuatraMKl. 
mA«MM Unnad &OAdMk By C. L» Ilat 4 aus. 

AwBAd Md ABO«t — »gfa^«»^- ByC.L. MalAiw. 

WoKteftac to WlOa By Maygla Symlngtoa. lUukUaiad. 
yo ,W and otewa* By oos ot tha Author* ot "PoauM Wrtitan for 
aChUd.'* 


OooAtOomlMttrBox. B* G. Stewart B«mla*. with a Prafaca 1 "' ***“‘: i 

toy Rear-Admiral Lord charlaa BaKafoid. I Vawb Md OteWS* By ooa of tha Author* oT •* Poama Wi 

a Child. ** _ 

********* By thaRar. A-Smythe-Palmar, D.D. t ioo tl * PolO* By^thaUw^Jr. II. C. Magrtoa. 

• t A o do o I t O Ot tA trtkWO. Praparad by the Manaioa Houaa 

Couacd A tha Dwattiiiga ol «ha Poor. uaaaayfi a auaaa ^ a a^ 


U. Ltavia. JIluatrated. 


oata Of^ By Jaaaatta { 






o*w tko Bottto M tkf 



Ol Agriculture. Fully llluatratad. Baelu 
ronodroBA By Pmraaow Wrightaao. 

IdOO dtOClb By ProTaaMw Wrighlaoiu 

™t3J?Sl*WMS?JS?TK W«W '• 

■oolptorov A VrlBhor of. By E. R. MujUn*. 

‘"■sas&’sssg8ri?if^?« gg*ssw -«a 

KnuMtmudhHtv^. Wtlli yy IBuaUatioii*. 

Irtitta Mbmt cno MOW). ByPrar.J.P.PaBtgata. 
liAtla Prooo fdr liowor ronoB. By hd A. Ba^oM, M. A 
OkMlOtnr* Tho MoMlo Mdool. By J- »1. AndaraaBoM.A. 
OU IPoloUaSa A Btamua OA By tha Hon. John Colllor. doth. 
rrooBAMoodo r f dO B BO ir o FobMo — iwo l i ByGuittauooA 

^■fsjsnjssasiaj “* *• 

— trlldi Boohal., Il;i HI. ^Calbndth and HMBtiwn. 

Book*l^..i^..Vl. ^GallicaltliaBdUaughioa. 

OBtlOB. By calbraia and Haugbioa. 


Crown fye^ handaoroaly bound In doth gUt. 


Tha Oblldroo of tlia Oonit. 
Four Oata oftlaa Tlpportoaa 
LdUlo Flotoauu • 

Xn Mtaohiaf Again. 

Poor xrallar. 


•atning. By t*. BaiAr. 




ftr B. a a«m-f»wI 55 iwbm 
o MU^ or Goography. G*aM ddIMao 






M i . _ ■ _ 





CmM 4t C w w tf dwfh Ltu^g JSTiM, LtMdmi JMtiw y0rk md Md hp u rm^ 
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Cassell Company's Classified^ Price List, 


*ka aratk mallwav. It> Fw«i«n tankaa, Ro'i'w 

"*? Jssf% 4 a!*ftsa !ss gsasi^saai Js 

KsprcM 8p««d».^^ eh* AiiUior of** ikltnb R«il*niyt." Wiih JtMM. 

far Va«n« a*staiMnB« A nrat m—u 

Uypu H 09 . J. C tLiu»oSri 4 .A. a ^ 

M Rttilw'a WrMdMT WorkMnfc BrKataR. LevdL tBustratod 

Mradvattoy f tkm mwAw ^ »y 
•i-rnm ■■ iSSBufW MmUimip 

•^ itSugsi ^- a & 

l^Uirivwwd Titagraahk rhrsM Bodk. Dtsk mnd faekai 

A Tr aa ro ry, far thm ftittlr Obm. VcMiy 
VobinM. Boards. 31. Ad.) 

ft*ar T a tBA — * » dkm iBtradBatloB to tBA % 

l| r(W yBB»ftoaB>. TnuMisiod from tho PrmGh bjr 

Wmirwmw UlmimZ Bf Horaoo Huh hltison. Illuftraud. a 

^«± if « S 53 Sf ' i ®. TSS 5 ffiiffi 5 ^ 

Irlji^jfad— p Tlf I anarfr amd Affr, Bjr a. x.Coiuwti. 


Jl 


rr, BrE.Goadby. IHudratod. 
By R. J. Comowal-Joaoh 


aiamanta of Braoiloal 


Dyawina fto OablAotowRacS ' 
PrawSaa for Bfioklagran. 
Oofeliia Stonework. 


« mmU*s Msw OslMrsA MBtorad Xlatorr 

i a ilOOte« ConaiMiny ^ t6 SuLJccta. Siaa-y^ by 31 A. 


■sw ts SamvArom BIsdsla sad 0 < 

By la. H. bt>4rh«fc With 41 C'loth “ 


silk 

IlSIfSis ^ aftcSsistla . iSSSSS ®!**?***"^*"* 

Wl aiM^t6 yj y |^jr i e|^or PalatlBB* Whh Rlirht Coloured flatei 

“ - “ Sf. Toovois. Rach. 

lar^i^’^SSkrTuii end tlauyliton. 

Edited by Bhhop Enkotk 
Bornena. (m. 6d.) 

Oorintnlaiui 1. and U. Isa) 
Oalatlena. Bpliaaiteiia* and 

Ck^wfikiia!*^ l^aealo ttt a a e, 

TSM^PtaSSooni^^brawa. 
_aM Jamaa (3a) . _ 

ssf 4 / rns:iiSif S ?“- 

An zaurodootton totko Bow 
Taatanant. (as,6d.; 

Kaw end Cirlyhial Volumes by Peputar Authors. With Portraki. la 
Seven Vula , each contehuey s worka. Cloth, ytlc edyes. Pncb VoL 
•a* Bech work cea alia be had seiMtaiely. (Sm lai 



UU 

iaivinir Daflidlhms of nwre 
hdtttaei, (Afro Supeiiw 

rgrjstgaygg ss '« ar »..^''' i!£s 



I MlAnbAK I 


Ryar 




Oapld*a fSardan. By Ellen TaonmircrDH^ewl^ 
‘X'Auy .%ttroll. By E W. Horauny, Sh 



j 

Tlib V^tiTShilM^ ByF 
A Brinon Brinoaaa. By * 
Tna AdaBrabia Ziady 1 
Ldab sra X«endamr- ' 
W. Clerk KuaaelL 


m ent#^ ^ 

Sunon * 

By Herbert Comyioa. ^ 

jssrai - u ... 

Fena. By break Barrett. 
Rciiaaiina ob«lnoiOfent. 1 


Fomona'a Trawala. By Frank R. Stockton. 
•x‘na Bopu*-*- * •*- 


.putatiou of 

The 



rlpr^bom. 


Sketchoa, Src..^ 

Th^XdatiASonirs By Mrs. Henry Dnl.a Padure. ^ 
8 atd| 1 ^anawav. A RoiMiicaof Equanrud Africa. Byl. 4 Wence 

fnto^Ua VidcaowBi a RomaniAorSouHyArrica. By l.atrrciit.e 
, An Xuetralian Romance, By W. ^rlmn !>>«•• 


^Sf^lSSSSS'lhiSiS >T'i^'otkar Vlati|r*BMrra^ ~ By 
Shan F BuSock. , 


Sy J. Maeburm Cobbin. 
" T». By f ■ 


^a O^nS'of XbaiBM BaWr %y~A. Conan Iteyle. 
Tha Sfaa to Blaok. By Sraiiloy Weynian. lllu&crateiL 

82 * aSS ! SgI ^^^ ii “^ kSS *' 

**£a Bella*** and okkertK Bjr Bgeiton Castle 
Fonrtean to Ono. So. By IJiaabeth Stuart Phelpe. 


Vsmbd^tOB. Max C Works by>. Pa^utur SdUiau. I.ich. 

A lialn Tale of Strango Happeniue» on {ha 

OttF* iSeamltaia.) 

dl OsrrtastOB* By 1 « T. Meuie. 



sr» Tks Vlatorts Oreaa, its 

■ By I). H. Parry. llUnirated. 

, (Works by). Popular PdxtiaH. 

. t w esUa 6d anti 6<> ) t 

KinsBolomMk'sBSIaiSB. By H. Rider Hazard llld iSeeatsaiA^ 
ItlSR Bsttlss tm teBd sad Sss. Cheesp ildutan. In 
Pour Vole. With about Boo Itnicravinys. Each. 

MMS far All* EdSied by Dr Robert Drown. M.A.. )‘. 1 ..S Ac 
Cheap BdUxaa, With over 1,700 Illustrations. Five Volt. Each. 
Faaalllatr OeurdSB Flswsrs PafnUsr Rditwn. JnPivaVolv 
J>i>rty Coloured Plates In each VoL Cloth gilt. UacE 
FsaatUar WUd Flowsrs, By F. Holme, F.I..S , F.S.A. Pept- 
tmrhdtuan. In J-lve Vulv. With 40 Coloured PiatM in each VoL Bsh. 
CHrta sf Ksslsad. By I.. T. Meade. Hind rated. ^ 
IBsr'sVsras. Harold Avery With H Plates. •» 

Id rnkummt!^ tks Wstsrai sr» Msnauut's Isuad. 

By Rev. <j«rard \V. Baitcks. 

ItadS ta BBkIVS. By Fred Burnaby. A/tr«fFif//fOM. Illustrated. 

BOSBSttWS Baslas* Tks BISggrspkF sf 6k. By Henry 
l-ruh. Illusiratad. 

la* By Six Osford Men. 

' Prof. lloMinan. bully Illustrated. 

.UaMdMIgHrlgS sf Afrlsa* By Mrs. 

rank Bvoniu 

td Msw Tsstssssata, Plata BatrsdasUsas ts 
Poska sf tks* Kepmted from Bishop EllicoUa Bilde 

jientarjN Jn Two Volums^. EacE 

Tks BiM^ a* CnulatlaattF* By the Vera Rev. Dean 

barrar, D.D., F.K.S. CAeaf AVMert. (Siw a/te 1%, 6A, is*^. e4s.« 

^tUfS Sf OkViSt* By the Very Rev. Dean Farrar, D.D., P.R.S. 
Vlth (6 




■ rarrar, ct.u., e.K..ac 
Cloth gilt. (XM/arter 
w ys. 60 ., see. 6d., ess.. 


gilt edge*t yr. td. Sm mUa ys. 

S(!S‘ ctL 5 *&J 5 s?va ’ 5 r bu£peg« I^tea, 
Clot^jpIC tSeem/jm ys 6d., loe. 6d.. sfa, ssa..a4s.. 4es>) 

stis ^^ amvssssf ^ 

e’SSTu 

Tks fcmdiss* Pkyslstsa. By a PhysMan. CA«e/ BehHnt, 

sssssffjs . 

Tks OSraatlsa Maaaea. Edited end issued by the Natioael 
Camaihni and Plcotae boclety (Soutliern Secbonx Am BdthtH, 

. M. Duval CJkaiM 

I* cams AfMimt. V ' 
&ILb.koaM tVhhlltttS 



By BBen Therneycroft Powlea 

1 StSShSSPS ; lk»aadL 

SditedbyJohnDemSa 

gee ^^KtttatloMi. 



m 

confd 


Awitf S giw ■^^ dlFr ^ JMimU suit , Z s i > k » H / / Vf^Ty AShf Km * m$ut M p i kmurm ^. 
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Cassell 4* Company's Classifisd Pries List* 



•A ‘me 

'or'Ani«iicMi luihraf Uftb Bjr 

D*i* 

M efSHrMttoiii VVcBcim A«m tt^ Annate of 

*- jUf Mani* Bcowna, Ban 8ro«me« and 
C^mptaU ia^One VaL 

vS?^ >" 

Mto offcuial lOttitfatloiM. 

___, J. Br Mania B«#n«a.»Sh«lta.-lMhal 

. L.. Uat^i. lUuatral^ 

> c am p»lUWifa Contalnliqr aavaml handrad Scrip* 

I PigMMm. Uoardai (Mit0 in *tmih, sk) 

Mk a^^JiJM 0 M. doth. {jttM 0 tM ttHkt 
kvjh.aa.) A _ • 

* AUMM.^nhistmtadthrougliqiic. 

ipirtfla With FuU*paSa miutratlatn. 

~I aa^ Ma^ Coaia tntn g nuiaaroua 


^aadSISiaiaB. fcr^lagoa and Schoob. HdlM to Jota 

Farmar. (riiowov3ioii(]r>hi |Mporc«vark.ad.{ cloUi. 9 cLi CanalM 
ba obcalnod In ahoota coatafailnii t«o Soitita iwonte Mid aiwle) to 

- te’*/>Miai ZteiNHM‘*/w0h ihtAirt hthin 7*awir nind Old 

* A'Ma/MNy OTH M Am I 

»aaMoM- 

likntcaHoaa. 




^ Bapraw Sjweda. With Tm Plataa. • 

ynmjw ii WateaaaMU Vka, and othar Worka to GoMsmitii. 
^ lliuBtratacl. Cm «MA.^<vSH{rar. pa) 

ChaUitr«r*s Traarala. CiumpJtMt^ With Eiirhty*«tffbt Kfiprav* 
_ iiu^ by Morten. Croann atOb clolh. \Alt» in eiotht gUt 
lAttla Irallu (Haw and ENLARU&D SeniKS). Rair>Yearly 
Vote. With Sia Futt-pas* Coloured liatea and nwaaroua ocitcr 
Picturea printed In Colour. Colourad boatda. (SM mit 0 sa) 


Cboeratro. 

A Kom mi 


•to. with Eiirfat KuU-pan llluatraskma Cloth <llt. 


4/'' 
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6/- 



By Maiorb 


r« By L. T. Meade, lllaatrated. 
By 1.. T. Maada. lllualraaad. 

Mlia to L. T. Maada. UluiDate.!. 
•fa aMhOart. By L. T. Meade. 

Story fer GIrla. By L. T. Meada. 

1 MafcrtiiliBnrin— a. By L. T. Maadai JUuatratad: 

I Tlua waito Momm at Sana Oa w« Oy^rah na niuatratad. 

llhurraratL 

t,ewia Hough. 

»oU ^ ■ 

r V, 

lllu^tmi 


I A Adlvaatau 

By David Kar. 

a OfbyWa A Story oi the Soudan War. 




ror CNonr a 

'llu^tratipna. 


By P. II. Parry. With • FuU-page 

» liB«a«t> By Col. Percy Grorec. 

niu«trate£ 

riva Mara ta a Uttt* V«Ol. By Edith Carrington. Illurtfwtorl. 

Aomkt mmrktd thna f tun mix* Ar futJ in SMfier* 0 r MudingSt exfrm 
cMrA giVr, gM adgej, jr. rerA. 


Tlt« Mora of Afkica aad Ito Baploronk By Dr. Robert 
Brown, i^l.S. lUuetruted. in Pour Vdn CAmiP AdSwow. Bach. 
_ (.Vrre4e 7S> 6d.) _ _ _ _ 

BHMo. ftoiamoatara for moa d o ra , SlalMp 

miOOtVa Embracing the OLD oiul NKW 1 KSl AMUNt S. Eight 
Vote. Each. Per selaoa. iSaea/im aiK, jCi tea. 4d. mndfy ryt. od|. 
Halldlma World. The Mew Practical Joumel ou Bwkllng and 

Bulldliig Tradee. H.df*yoarfy wdumes. Bach. 

Woric/Tbe Iliuttratod Joumal F>r Mcchanlcad Ntm mnd Enimrgad 
Sant*. Half* yearly Vola Eaeb^ 

BlMaoato Of M a nWa o OoBOtraoUna aad Srawlaa.*- 

Sy Pn»f. Henry 1. apooncr, C h.. An.. and Ed.G. Davey, A.M.l.M.F.. 
Fifty Sheet!. Sue i6|xi*| Incheo. Complete Sob ta Papw Wrapper. 

bU iMOBa ^Braator* Complere In Two Vote. By Edward Walford. 
WMMwut eoo Orlgliiiijr llluatratione Chtmg hdiittn. Each. 

In Sia Vol*. Containing about i.aoo 
Uiuetrationi. Chemd HdUittu Each. iSttmUov^y 
WotM OgWOMOrSf Ttao. llluatratod. CMta^BdMtH. In TOo 

WlaBota aadjOloolK WaittaE, By D. Glatgow. Vieo-Proddmt of 
fltafBridiih llerohwical Ineiltute. 

■*JS8St*tSJKSS5fg!S^ o-w-^ B,n-. a. 


• aoipmnRm e o we nuwso.' 

TlwtB.'sTawkAMMv».r>>lmn. Br Vdu.^p>.. Wfeb 

in Cotanr.^ilath gik. gtk odgoa. iStt mitggi. iMT 



With 5* Futpago 

SU. Mountft^j 
» rd. nHdm,j 



By fL P. Ijoitch. Wbh 
of Falatlaa la. With Twenty* 
By ihoranco lAwh. With Siatoan Origin^ 
BaMaud MafWL With 



JSSSSPVR 

mnumm t. 

Dead Mnnii Aook. (Siitf wEr# od.) . The BlunJ^vlUonn. . . 

gs;S5{saiffiis"au«.,T el .^JSg^ sgT'ssg *- “* 

Wu5%av'SiiMli. I 

■ ‘ .8S(BflS^J5Sf^»i!K-y^ *'“• 

Ooaatrv. CAoa/ BdMtn. Wfth baea f' 

Ttw^Itau&Vel^.ltach. 



CAtmd atUHtH, 


j*iSiA~cisspSi.u i&ciT- *=“*•’ 

Itamm M tM TUC enw. By R. W.lk<y. WBk « Bid- 

page IlluatratioML 

- - ^ 

wflsiBLJrississ 

. With Four Piaiea, 
lUurntratod. By 1.. T. Maada. 
Politlca. By B: a WiM. 
Tatdna ami Kuiaa for the Um 

“ lnKt.C.E.. M.K.I.A. 

. JUb By K. Kaarten, 

of Egga. Plfui Thoniand. 

By W. W Groanor. lIliiMratad. 

Pm H. Mortaw. Vote. 1. to XI. Bach. 

ss 

of Modiniio. A Lilt pm# yrm tn Jj^Atorimr, \Aif mt 
mnd roa. M.) Mte 

• aad Vovooto. to the Kt. Hon. i;. Shaw* 

iss^yssstvSx^sSiJis^ 

■“^awsar^AJSSHsaswer- 



Eatm crown taro, doth. Bach. 
By Mra. Henry I 


iy Mra. Henry Btrchanough. . 

___ T»Sm 

'^1^"tombarton. 

— aproaataMo OlW* By Max Pambarton, {At$»dPi^d»g 
By B. W. H^uqg* 

^KSJWBSSS^}*^ "dSf- 

* >ap nuk Biocfctocb 



'rrwaii. 

Mon. 

Att» 


^oiwiMun. ^ B 

JPfvatOa Byltabart|facy|ray. 
O o att . By Franco! Heath 

QumB a Cmtnvt IJmiM, ZwOiO am. Itmdmt Piarit, Md V»* mut MtOmem , . 


5 /. 

tofifd. 
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Cassell ^ Cempai^s 

: t 


Classiftael Pries List. 


•^j^ipjs.’nsrs'ssiis ^wSsycTSS 
*‘S‘A^SE^rfc.s£i?ija- 

* 7-m>a »Wt.* aUb «r MSi} 


7/« 


^^»*2Kr W!!«a<sar* 

WUII4«»«t«eflM Br R. K«itoa«F.Z.S. PioAoMlr lOastraMd 
OAiM of SnarlMd, 9t^^A UJ^ tb* P««pl«. Bjr ^ 
Vary Kev. TOT M. »PBN<.a. O.Lk, Omu oT Ckmcaatat. lllitMnUcd. ^ 
' ta In Four Each. _ . 

«j|torF ■ MiRt V««ni aff nriMrirt* to 

• Kyro^Todd. lUuauntad. • 

MMlTa IFoilM Ottito t»a«ro9«y ISMa mM5ltV3l>^ 

'“£Hc*KKiS!SS5f™i rs.yaa.a' ^inlratcd. 

"Tssja sfssssa «r2!n.ssn& osrtssf bSr 

■Nmetn aod fmtHmUt auunfaplM. In iinn V«L 

"•TfiSKiJKV*? 
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